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PREFACE. 


Thb  reader  of  tliia  book  will  very  natoroll;  be  disposed 
to  aak  the  question,  why  the  geographies,  histories,  and 
other  works  of  a  similar  character,  have  never  inadu  any 
mention  of  the  redone  and  events  that  compoee  its  suV 
jecL  The  answer  is  obvious  enough,  and  onght  to  satis- 
fy every  mind,  however  "  inqniring."  The  fact  is,  that 
the  authors  of  the  different  works  to  which  there  is  any 
allosion,  most  probably  never  heard  there  were  any  suuh 
places  as  the  Ileef,  Bancocus  Island,  Vulcan's  Peak,  the 
Crater,  and  the  other  islands  of  which  bo  much  is  said  in 
onr  pages.  In  other  words,  they  kuew  nothing  about 
them. 

We  shall  very  freely  admit  that,  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances, it  would  be  prima  /acu  evidence  against 
the  existence  of  any  spot  on  the  face  of  this  earth,  that 
the  geographies  took  no  notice  of  it.  It  will  be  re- 
membered, however,  that  the  time  was,  and  that  only 
thi«e  centuries  and  a  half  since,  when  the  geographies 
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did  not  contain  n  syllable  about  the  whole  of  the  Ameri- 
can  continent ;  that  it  is  not  a  century  since  tliey  began 
to  describe  New  Zealand,  New  Holland,  Tahiti,  Oahn, 
and  a  vast  nnmber  of  other  places,  that  are  now  con- 
Btantly  alluded  to,  even  in  the  daily  jonmalB,  Very  lit- 
tle 18  said  in  the  largest  geographies,  of  Japan,  for  in- 
stance ;  and  it  may  be  questioned  if  they  might  not  just 
as  well  he  altogether  silent  on  the  subject,  as  for  any  ac- 
curate information  they  do  convey.  In  a  word,  much 
as  is  now  known  of  the  globe,  a  great  deal  still  remains 
to  be  told,  and  we  do  not  see  why  the  "  inquiring  mind  " 
shoiiM  not  seek  for  information  in  our  pages,  as  well  as 
in  some  that  are  ushered  into  public  notice  by  a  flourish 
of  literary  tnimpets,  that  are  blown  by  presidents,  vice- 
presidents,  and  secretaries  of  various  learned  hodie 
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the  possibility  of  any  hypothetical  point  is  placed  beyond 
dispute.  Then,  not  one  half  as  much  was  known  of  the 
islands  of  the  Pacific,  at  the  close  of  the  last,  and  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  centuiy,  as  is  known  to 
day.  In  such  a  dearth  of  precise  information,  it  may 
very  well  have  happened  that  many  things  occurred 
touching  which  we  have  not  said  even  one  word.  Again, 
it  should  never  be  forgotten  that  generations  were  bom, 
lived  their  time,  died,  and  have  been  forgotten,  among 
those  remote  groups,  about  which  no  civilized  man  ever 
has,  or  ever  will  hear  any  thing.  If  such  be  admitted  to 
be  the  facts,  why  may  not  aU  that  is  here  related  have 
happened,  and  equally  escape  the  knowledge  of  the  rest 
of  the  civilized  world  ?  During  the  wars  of  the  French 
Revolution,  trifling  events  attracted  but  little  of  the  gen- 
eral attention,  and  we  are  not  to  think  of  interests  of  this 
nature,  in  that  day,  as  one  would  think  of  them  now. 

Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  authenticity  of  its 
incidents,  we  hope  this  book  will  be  found  not  to  be  to- 
tally without  a  moral.  Truth  is  not  absolutely  necessary 
to  the  illustration  of  a  principle,  the  imaginary  some- 
times doing  that  office  quite  as  effectually  as  the  actual. 

The  reader  may  next  wish  to  know  why  the  wonderful 
events  related  in  these  volumes  have  so  long  been  hid- 
den from  the  world.  In  answer  to  this  we  would  ask  if 
any  one  can  tell  how  many  thousands  of  years  the  waters 
have  tumbled  down  the  cliffs  at  Niagara,  or  why  it  was 
that  civilized  men  heard  of  the  existence  of  this  wonder- 


ful  cataract  so  lately  as  only  three  centuriee  eince.  The 
fact  is,  there  must  be  a  beginning  to  every  thing  ;  and 
now  there  is  a  beginning  to  the  world's  knowing  the  his- 
tory of  Vulcan's  Peak,  and  the  Crater.  Lest  the  reader, 
however,  should  feel  disposed  to  reproach  the  past  age 
with  having  been  negligent  in  its  collection  of  historical 
and  geological  incidents,  we  would  again  remind  him  of 
the  magnitude  of  the  events  that  so  naturally  occupied 
ite  attention.  It  is  scarcely  possible,  for  instance,  for  one 
who  did  not  live  forty  years  ago  to  have  any  notion  how 
completely  the  world  was  engaged  in  wondering  at  J»a- 
poleon  and  his  inarvelloua  career,  which  last  contained 
even  more  estraordinary  features  than  any  thing  related 
here;  though  certainly  of  a  very  different  character. 
All  wondering,  for  near  a  quarter  of  a  centurv, 


• 
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nor  less  than  what  'Hhe  ^'neighbors,"  amid  their  igno- 
rance, envy,  love  of  detraction,  jealousy,  and  other  similar 
qualities,  might  think  proper  to  say  of  him — ^but  the  odor 
of  a  well-spent  life,  in  which  he  struggled  hard  to  live 
more  in  favor  with  God,  than  in  favor  with  man.  It 
was  remarked  in  him,  for  the  last  forty  years  of  his  life, 
or  after  his  return  to  Bucks,  that  he  regarded  all  popular 
demonstrations  with  distaste,  and,  as  some  of  his  enemies 
pretended,  with  contempt.  Nevertheless,  he  strictly  ac- 
quitted himself  of  all  his  public  duties,  and  never  neglect- 
ed to  vote.  It  is  believed  that  his  hopes  for  the  future, 
meaning  in  a  social  and  earthly  sense,  were  not  very 
vivid,  and  he  was  often  heard  to  repeat  that  warning 
text  of  Scripture  which  tells  us,  "  Let  him  that  thinketh 
he  standeth,  take  heed  lest  he  fall." 

The  faithful,  and  once  lovely  partner  of  this  principal 
personage  of  our  history  is  also  dead.  It  would  seem 
that  it  was  not  intended  they  should  be  long  asunder.  But 
their  time  was  come,  and  they  might  almost  be  said  to 
have  departed  in  company.  The  same  is  true  of  Friends 
Kobert  and  Martha,  who  have  also  filled  their  time,  and 
gone  hence,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  to  a  better  world.  Some 
few  of  the  younger  persons  of  our  drama  still  exist,  but 
it  has  been  remarked  of  them,  that  they  avoid  convers- 
ing of  the  events  of  their  younger  days.  Youth  is  the  sea- 
son of  hope,  and  hope  disappointed  has  little  to  induce  us 
to  dwell  on  its  deceptive  pictures. 

If  those  who  now  live  in  this  republic,  can  see  any 
1* 


grounds  for  a  timely  warning  in  the  events  here  re- 
corded, it  may  happen  that  the  mercy  of  a  divine  Creator 
may  etiU  preserve  that  which  he  has  hitherto  cherished 
and  protected. 

It  remaiiia  only  to  Bay  that  we  have  endeavored  to 
imitate  the  simplicity  of  Captain  Woolston's  journal, 
in  writing  this  book,  and  should  any  homeliness  of  style 
be  discovered,  we  trust  it  will  be  imputed  to  tliat  cir- 
cumstance. 


THE   CRATER. 


CHAPTER  I. 


***rw»s  ft  eommodity  Uj  fretting  bj  yon ; 
*Twill  bring  70a  gaia^  or  perish  on  the 


Taming  or  thx  Busbw. 

Thbrb  is  nothiDg  in  which  American  liberty,  not  always  as 
mnch  restrained  as  it  might  be,  has  manifested  a  more  decided 
tendency  to  run  riot,  than  in  the  use  of  names.  As  for  Chris- 
tian names,  the  heathen  mythology,  the  Bible,  ancient  history, 
and  all  the  classics,  have  long  since  been  exhausted,  and  the 
organ  of  invention  nas  been  at  work,  with  an  exuberance  of 
imagination  that  is  really  wonderful  for  such  a  matter-of-flEUit 
people.  Whence  all  the  strange  sounds  have  been  derived 
which  have  thus  been  pressed  into  the  service  of  this  human 
nomenclature,  it  would  puzzle  the  most  ingenious  philologist  to 
say.  The  days  of  the  Kates,  and  Dollys,  and  Pattys,  and 
Bettys,  have  passed  away,  and  in  their  stead  we  hear  of  Low- 
inys,  and  Orchistrys,  Philenys,  Alminys,  Cythdrys,  Sarahlettys, 
Amindys,  Marindys,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  All  these  last  appellations 
terminate  properly  with  an  a,  but  this  unfortunate  vowel,  when 
a  final  letter,  being  popularly  pronounced  like  y,  we  have  adapt- 
ed our  spelling  to  the  sound,  which  produces  a  complete  bathos 
to  all  these  flights  in  taste. 

The  hero  of  this  narrative  was  bom  fully  sixty  years  since, 
and  happily  before  the  rage  for  modern  appellations,  though  he 
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just  csckped  being  named  af^r  another  system  n-hich  ne  cannot 
say  wo  altogether  aiitnire ;  that  of  using  a  family,  for  a  Chris- 
tian  name.  Tliia  business  of  names  is  a  sort  of  science  in  itself, 
and  we  do  believe  that  it  is  less  understood  and  less  attended  to 
in  this  country  than  in  almost  ull  otliers.  Wlien  a  Spaniard 
writes  liis  name  as  Juan  de  Castro  y*  Muiios,  we  know  that  his 
father  belonged  to  the  foioily  of  Castro,  and  bis  mother  to  that 
of  MuDos.  The  French,  and  Itulian,  and  Russian  woman,  etc., 
writes  on  her  card,  Madame  thU  or  that,  bom  so  and  an  ;  all 
which  tclU  the  whole  history  of  her  individuality.  Mauy  French 
women,  in  signing  their  names,  prefin  those  of  their  own  family 
to  those  of  their  husbands,  a  sensible  and  ample  us^e  that  we 
are  glad  to  see  is  beginning  to  obtain  among  ourselves.  The 
records  on  tomb-stoneii,  too,  might  bo  made  much  more  clear 
and  useful  thau  they  now  are,  by  stating  distinctly  who  the 
party  was,  on  both  sides  of  the  bouse,  or  by  father  and  mother ; 
and  each  married  woman  ought  to  be  commemorated  in  some 
such  fashion  as  this :    "  Here  lies  Jane  Smith,  wife  of  John 
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the  names  are  still  as  simple,  unpretending,  and  as  good  Saxon 
English,  as  in  the  county  of  Kent  itself.  He  was  bom  in  the 
little  town  of  Bristol,  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania.  This  is  a 
portion  of  the  country  that.  Heaven  be  praised !  still  retains 
some  of  the  good  old-fashioned  directness  and  simplicity.  Bucks 
is  full  of  Jacks,  and  Bens,  and  Dicks,  and  we  question  if  there 
is  such  a  creature,  of  native  growth,  in  all  that  region,  as  an 
Ithusy,  or  a  Seneky,  or  a  Dianthy,  or  an  Antonizetty,  or  a 
Deidamy.*  The  Woolstons,  in  particular,  were  a  plain  family, 
and  very  unpretending  in  their  external  appearance,  but  of  solid 
and  highly  respectable  habits  around  the  domestic  hearth. 
Knowing  perfectly  how  to  spell,  they  never  dreamed  any  one 
would  suspect  them  of  ignorance.  They  called  themselves  as 
their  forefathers  were  called,  that  is  to  say,  Wooster,  or  just  as 
Worcester  is  pronounced ;  though  a  Yankee  schoolmaster  tried 
for  a  whole  summer  to  persuade  our  hero,  when  a  child,  that 
he  ought  to  be  styled  Wool-ston.  This  had  no  effect  on  Mark, 
who  went  on  talking  of  his  uncles  and  aunts,  **  Josy  Wooster," 
and  **  Tommy  Wooster,"  and  **  Peggy  Wooster,"  precisely  as 
if  a  New  England  academy  did  not  exist  on  earth ;  or  as  if 
Webster  had  not  actually  put  Johnson  under  his  feet ! 

The  father  of  Mark  Woolston  (or  Wooster)  was  a  physician, 
and,  for  the  country  and  age,  was  a  well-educated  and  skilful 
man.  Mark  was  bom  in  1777,  just  seventy  years  since,  and 
only  ten  days  before  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne.  A  good  deal 
of  attention  was  paid  to  his  instruction,  and  fortunately  for 
himself,  his  servitude  under  the  eastern  pedagogue  was  of  very 
short  duration,  and  Mark  continued  to  speak  the  English  lan- 
guage as  his  fathers  had  spoken  it  before  him.  The  difference 
on  the  score  of  language,  between  Pennsylvania  and  New 
Jersey  and  Maryland,  always  keeping  in  the  counties  that  were 
not  settled  by  Germans  or  Irish,  and  the  New  England  states, 


*  Absonl  Bod  fore«d  u  Uiese  strange  appellations  may  appear,  they  are  all  gennlne. 
The  writer  has  collected  a  long  list  of  inch  names  from  real  life,  which  he  may  one  day 
publish — Orchistra,  Phllena,  and  Almina  are  among  them.  To  all  the  names  ending  in 
a.  it  most  be  mnembered  that  the  ioand  of  a  final  y  Is  giren. 
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and  Ihrougk  them.  New  York,  is  really  so  obviouB  ss  to  de- 
serve n  passiug  word.  In  tte  states  first  Dnmed,  taverns,  for 
instance,  are  still  called  the  Dun  Cow,  the  Inilian  Queen,  or  the 
Anchor ;  whereas  such  a  thing  would  be  hard  to  find,  at  tliin 
day,  among  the  hIx  millions  of  people  who  dwell  in  the  latter. 
We  qacstion  if  there  be  such  a  thing  as  a  coffee-house  in  all 
Philadelphia,  though,  we  adroit  it  with  grief,  the  respectable 
town  of  Brotherly  Love  has,  in  some' respects,  become  infected 
with  the  spirit  of  innovation.  Thus  it  is  that  good  old  "  State 
HoQse  YariT'  has  been  changed  into  "  Independence  Square," 
This  certainly  is  not  as  bad  as  the  tour  deform  of  the  alder- 
men of  Manhattan  when  they  altered  "  Bear  Market"  into 
"  Waihington  Market  I"  for  it  is  not  a  prostitution  of  the  name 
of  a  great  man,  in  the  first  plaice,  and  there  is  a  direct  historical 
allusion  in  the  new  nante  that  everybody  can  understand. 
Still,  it  is  to  he  regretted ;  and  we  hope  this  will  be  the  last 
thing  of  the  sort  that  will  ever  occur,  though  we  confess  our 
confidence  in  Philadelphian  stability  and  consistency  is  a  good 
deal  lessened,  since  we  have  learned,  by  means  of  a  late  law- 
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bat,  as  respects  the  classics,  more  than  a  grammar  school  it  was 
not,  nor  that  of  a  very  high  order.  It  was  a  consequence  of 
the  light  nature  of  the  studies,  that  mere  boys  graduated  in 
those  institutions.  Such  was  the  case  with  Mark  Woolston, 
who  would  have  taken  his  degree  as  a  Bachelor  of  Arts,  at 
Nassau  Hall,  Princeton,  had  not  an  event  occurred,  in  his  six- 
teenth year,  which  produced  an  entire  change  in  his  plan  of  life, 
and  nipped  his  academical  honors  in  the  bud. 

Although  it  is  unusual  for  square-rigged  vessels  of  any  size  to 
ascend  the  Delaware  higher  than  Philadelphia,  the  river  is,  in 
truth,  navigable  for  such  craft  almost  to  Trenton  bridge.  In 
the  year  1793,  when  Mark  Woolston  was  just  sixteen,  a  full- 
rigged  ship  actually  came  up,  and  lay  at  the  end  of  the  wharf 
in  Burlington — the  little  town  nearly  opposite  to  Bristol — where 
she  attracted  a  great  deal  of  the  attention  of  all  the  youths  of 
the  vicinity.  Mark  was  at  home,  in  a  vacation,  and  he  passed 
half  his  time  in  and  about  that  ship,  crossing  the  river  in  a  skiff, 
of  which  he  was  the  owner,  in  order  to  do  so.  From  that  hour 
young  Mark  affected  the  sea,  and  all  the  tears  of  his  mother  and 
eldest  sister — the  latter  a  pretty  girl  only  two  years  his  junior — 
and  the  more  sober  advice  of  his  father,  could  not  induce  him  to 
change  his  mind.  A  six  weeks'  vacation  was  passed  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  subject,  when  the  doctor  yielded  to  his  son's  im- 
portunities, probably  foreseeing  he  should  have  his  hands 
full  to  educate  his  other  children,  and  not  unwilling  to  put  this 
child,  as  early  as  possible,  in  the  way  of  supporting  himself. 

The  commerce  of  America,  in  1793,  was  already  flourishing, 
and  PhiUdelphia  was  then  much  the  most  important  place  in  the 
country.  Its  East  India  trade,  in  particular,  was  very  large  and 
growing,  and  Doctor  Woolston  knew  that  fortunes  were  rapidly 
made  by  many  engaged  in  it  After  turning  the  thing  well 
over  in  his  mind,  he  determined  to  consult  Mark's  inclinations, 
and  to  make  a  sailor  of  him.  He  had  a  cousin  married  to  the 
sister  of  an  East  India,  or  rather  of  a  Canton  ship- master,  and 
to  this  person  the  father  applied  for  advice  and  assistance.  Cap- 
tain Cratchely  very  willingly  consented  to  receive  Mark  in  his 
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own  vessel,  the  Rancocns,  and  promised  "  to  make  a  maji  and 
on  officer  of  him." 

The  very  day  Mark  firat  bsw  the  ocean  ho  was  sixlcen  yeara 
old.  He  had  got  his  height,  five  feet  eleven,  and  was  strong 
for  his  yeara,  and  active.  In  fact,  it  would  not  have  been  easy 
to  find  a  lad  every  way  bo  well  adapted  to  liis  now  calling,  aa 
young  Mark  WooUton,  The  three  years  of  bis  college  life,  if 
they  had  not  ina<lc  him  a  Newton,  or  a  Bacon,  had  done  him 
no  hann,  filling  his  mind  with  the  germs  of  ideas  that  were  des- 
tined afterward  to  become  extremely  useful  to  him.  Tho 
young  man  was  already,  indeed,  a  sort  of  factotum,  being  clever 
and  handy  at  so  many  things  and  in  so  many  different  ways,  as 
early  to  attract  tlio  attention  of  the  officers.  Long  before  the 
vessel  reached  the  Capes,  he  was  at  home  in  her,  from  her  truck 
to  her  keelson,  and  Captain  Crutchely  remarked  to  his  chief 
mate,  the  day  they  got  to  sea,  that  "  young  Mark  Woolston 
was  likely  to  turn  up  a  trump." 

As  for  Mark  himself,  he  did  not  lose  sight  of  the  land,  for  the 
first  time  in  his  life,  altogether  without  regrets.    He  had  a  good 
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on  religions  poiDts,  that  was  almost  as  bitter  as  the  differences 
of  opinions  between  their  husbands  on  the  subject  of  alteratives. 
In  that  distant  day,  homoBopathy,  and  allopathy,  and  hydrop- 
athy, and  all  the  opathies,  were  nearly  unknown ;  but  men 
could  wrangle  and  abuse  each  other  on  medical  points,  just 
as  well,  and  as  bitterly,  then,  as  they  do  now.  Religion,  too, 
quite  a  soften  failed  to  bear  its  proper  fruits,  in  1793,  as  it  proves 
barren  in  these,  our  own  times.  On  this  subject  of  religion,  we 
have  one  word  to  say,  and  that  is,  simply,  that  it  never  was  a 
meet  matter  for  self-gratulation  and  boasting.  Here  we  have 
the  Americo- Anglican  church,  just  as  it  has  finished  a  blast  of 
trumpets,  through  the  medium  of  numberless  periodicals  and  a 
thousand  letters  from  its  confiding,  if  not  confident  clergy,  in 
honor  of  its  quiet,  and  harmony,  and  superior  polity,  suspended 
on  the  very  brink  of  the  precipice  of  separation,  if  not  of  schism, 
and  all  because  it  has  pleased  certain  ultra-sublimated  divines  in 
the  other  hemisphere,  to  write  a  parcel  of  tracts  that  nobody 
understands,  themselves  included.  How  many  even  of  the  min- 
isters oC  the  altar  fall,  at  the  very  moment  they  are  beginning  to 
£uicy  themselves  saints,  anc^  are  ready  to  thank  God  they  are 
"  not  like  the  publicans !' 

Both  Mrs.  Woolston  and  Mrs.  Yard  ley  were  what  is  called 
**  pious ;"  that  is,  each  said  her  prayers,  each  went  to  her  par- 
ticular church,  and  very  particular  churches  they  were  ;  each 
fancied  she  had  a  sufficiency  of  saving  faith,  but  neither  was 
charitable  enough  to  think,  in  a  very  friendly  temper,  of  the 
other.  This  difference  of  religious  opinion,  added  to  the  rival 
reputations  of  their  husbands,  made  these  ladies  any  thing  but 
good  neighbors,  and,  as  has  been  intimated,  years  had  passed 
since  either  had  entered  the  door  of  the  other. 

Very  different  was  the  feeling  of  the  children.  Anne  Wool- 
ston, the  eldest  sister  of  Mark,  and  Bridget  Yardley,  were 
nearly  of  an  age,  and  they  were  not  only  school-mates,  but  fast 
friends.  To  give  their  mothers  their  due,  they  did  not  lessen 
this  intimacy  by  hints,  or  intimations  of  ai^  sort,  but  let  the 
girls  obey  their  own  tastes,  as  if  satisfied  it  was  quite  sufficient 


for  "  prafeesors  of  reli^ou"  to  hate  in  their  own  p««ons,  with' 

out  entailing  tlie  feeling  on  posterity.  Anne  and  Bridget  con- 
sequently became  warm  friends ;  the  two  Bweet,  pretty  young 
things  both  believing,  in  the  simplicity  of  their  hearts,  that  the 
very  circumstance  which  in  truth  caused  the  alienation,  not  to 
say  the  hostility  of  the  elder  members  of  their  respective  fami- 
lies, viz.,  professional  identity,  was  an  additional  reason  why 
they  should  love  each  other  so  much  the  more,  Tlio  girls 
wore  about  two  and  three  years  the  juniors  of  Mark,  but  well 
grown  for  their  time  of  life,  and  frank  and  affectionate  as  inno- 
cence and  warm  hearts  could  make  them.  Each  was  mon 
than  pretty,  though  it  was  in  styles  so  very  different,  as  acarco- 
ly  to  produce  any  of  tliat  other  rart  of  riviilry,  which  is  so  apt 
to  occur  even  in  the  gentler  sex.  Anne  had  bloom,  and  fea- 
tures, and  fine  teeth,  and,  a  charm  that  is  so  very  common  in 
America,  a  good  month ;  but  Bridget  had  all  these  added  to 
expression.  Nothing  could  be  more  sad,  gentle,  and  feminiDO, 
than  Bridget  Yardley's  countenance,  in  its  ordinary  state  of 
rest ;  or  more  spirited,  laughing,  buoyant,  or  pitying  than  it  be- 
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her  impabes  aod  opinioDs,  in  adopdng  Mark  for  a  brother  she 
merely  yielded  to  a  strong  nataral  sympathyi  without  ander- 
■bmding  its  tendeocy  orits  origin.  She  wonid  talk  by  the  hoar, 
witli  Anne,  touching  their  brother,  and  what  they  must  make 
him  do,  aod  where  he  must  go  with  them,  and  in  what  they 
could  oblige  him  most  Tht  real  aiater  whs  lesa  active  than  her 
friend,  in  mind  and  body,  and  she  liBtcncd  to  all  theae  schemes 
and  notions  with  a  quiet  Bubmiasion  that  waa  not  entirely  free 
from  wonder. 

The  result  of  all  this  intercourse  was  to  awaken  a  feeling  be- 
tween Hark  and  Bridget,  that  was  far  more  profound  than 
might  hare  been  thought  in  breasts  so  young,  and  which  color- 
ed  their  future  lives.  Mark  first  became  conscious  of  the 
steei^th  of  this  feeling  when  he  lost  sight  of  the  Capes,  and 
bncied  the  dear  little  Bucks  county  girl  be  had  left  behind  biro, 
talking  with  his  sister  of  his  own  absence  and  risks.  Bat 
Idark  had  too  mnch  of  the  true  spirit  of  a  sailor  in  him,  to 
pine,  or  neglect  hia  duty  ;  and,  long  ere  the  ship  had  doubled 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  he  had  become  an  active  sod  bandy 
lad  alofL  When  the  ship  reached  the  China  acas,  he  actually 
took  his  trick  at  the  helm. 

As  was  nsnal  in  that  day,  the  voyage  of  the  Rancocus  lasted 
about  a  twelvemonth.  If  John  Chinamen  were  only  one-half  as 
active  as  Jonathan  Hestlesa,  it  might  be  dinposed  of  in  about 
one-fourth  less  time ;  but  teaa  are  not  transported  along  the 
canals  of  the  Celestial  Empire  with  any  thing  like  the  npidity 
with  which  wheat  was  sent  t«  market  over  the  rough  roads  of 
the  Great  Republic,  in  the  age  of  which  we  are  writing. 

Whe^  Mark  Woolston  reappeared  in  Bristol,  after  the  arrival 
of  the  Rancocus  below  had  been  known  there  about  twenty -four 
hours,  he  waa  the  envy  of  all  the  lads  in  the  place,  and  the  ad- 
miration of  moat  of  the  girls.  There  ho  was,  a  tall,  straight, 
active,  well-made,  well^rown,  and  decidedly  handsome  lad  of 
seventeen,  who  had  doubled  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  seen 
foreign  parts,  and  had  a  real  India  handkerchief  hanging  Qyt  of 
each  pocket  of  a  blue  ronnd-abont  of  superfine  cloth,  Kn&tA®" 


one  aroond  his  half-npen,  well-fonued  throat,  that  was  carelesily 
lieil  in  a  true  sailor  koot  1  The  quoations  be  hod  to  ansivcr,  and 
did  nnswer,  about  whales,  Chiuese  feet,  and  "tnouiitain  wavesi" 
Altltough  Bristol  lies  on  a  nnvigable  river,  up  and  down  wliicb 
fiigates  had  actually  been  seen  to  pass  in  the  Revolution,  it  was 
but  Utile  (bat  irs  people  knew  of  the  ocean.  Most  of  the  worthy 
JRhabitants  of  the  place  actuallv  fancied  that  the  waves  of  the 
eea  were  as  high  as  mountains,  though  their  notions  of  the  last 
were  not  very  precise,  there  being  no  elevations  in  that  part  of 
the  country  6t  even  for  a  wind-mill. 

But  Mark  cared  little  for  Ibcso  interrogatories.  He  was 
liappy  :  happy  enongh,  at  being  the  object  of  so  much  atton- 
tiou ;  happier  still  in  the  bosom  of  a  family  of  wliich  he  hod 
aiwHya  been  the  favorite  and  was  now  the  pride  ;  and  happiest 
of  uU  when  he  half  ravished  n  kiss  from  the  blushing  cheek  of 
Bridget  Yardley.  Twelve  months  bad  done  a  great  deal  for 
each  of  the  young  couple.  If  they  had  not  quite  made  a  man 
of  Mark,  they  had  made  him  manly,  and  his  loi-dUanl  sister 
wondered  that  any  one  could  bo  so  much  improved  by  a 
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putting  an  end  to  his  delightful  interviews  with  Bridget.  The 
lovers  had  made  Annie  their  confidant,  and  she,  well-meaning 
girl,  seeing  no  sufficient  reason  why  the  son  of  one  respectable 
physician  should  not  be  a  suitable  match  for  the  daughter  of 
another  respectable  physician,  encouraged  them  in  their  vows  of 
constancy  and  pledges  to  become  man  and  wife  at  a  future,  but 
an  early  day.  To  some  persons,  all  this  may  seem  exceedingly 
improper,  as  well  as  extremely  precocious;  but  the  truth  compels 
us  to  say,  that  its  impropriety  was  by  no  means  as  obvious  as 
its  precocity.  The  latter  it  certainly  was,  though  Mark  had 
shot  up  early,  and  was  a  man  at  a  time  of  life  when  lads,  in  less 
genial  climates,  scarcely  get  tails  to  their  coats ;  but  its  impro- 
priety must  evidently  be  measured  by  the  habits  of  the  state  of 
society  in  which  the  parties  were  brought  up,  and  by  the  duties 
that  had  been  inculcated.  In  America,  then,  as  now,  but  little 
heed  was  taken  by  parents,  more  especially  in  what  may  be 
called  the  middle  classes,  concerning  the  connections  thus 
formed  by  their  children.  So  long  as  the  parties  were  moral, 
bore  good  characters,  had  nothing  particular  against  them,  and 
were  of  something  near  the  same  social  station,  little  else  was 
asked  for;  or,  if  more  were  actually  required,  it  was  usually 
when  it  was  too  late,  and  after  the  young  people  had  got  them- 
selves too  deeply  in  love  to  allow  ordinary  prudential  reasons  to 
have  their  due  force. 

Mark  went  to  sea  this  time,  dragging  after  him  a  '*  lengthen- 
ing chun,''  but,  nevertheless,  filled  with  hope.  His  years  for- 
bade much  despondency,  and,  while  he  remained  as  con- 
stant as  if  he  had  been  a  next-door  neighbor,  he  was  buoyant, 
and  the  life  of  the  whole  crew,  after  the  first  week  out  This 
voyage  was  not  direct  to  Canton,  like  the  first ;  but  the  ship 
took  a  cargo  of  sugar  to  Amsterdam,  and  thence  went  to  Lon- 
don, where  she  got  a  freight  for  Cadiz.  The  war  of  the  French 
Revolution  was  now  blazing  in  all  the  heat  of  its  first  fires,  and 
American  bottoms  were  obtaining  a  large  portion  of  the  carry- 
ing trade  of  the  world.  Captain  Crutchely  had  orders  to  keep 
the  ship  in  Europe,  making  the  most  of  her,  until  a  certain  sum 
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in  Spanish  dollars  could  be  collected,  when  he  nns  to  fill  np 
with  proyisiona  and  water,  and  ^;ain  make  the  best  of  hia  way 
to  Canton,  In  obeyin|f  these  instructions,  ho  went  from  port  to 
port ;  and,  as  a  sort  of  consequence  of  having  Quaker  owners, 
tnraiog  his  peaceful  character  to  great  profit,  thus  giving  Mark 
many  opportunities  of  fiecing  as  much  of  whiit  is  called  the 
world,  as  can  be  found  in  sea-ports.  Great,  indeed,  is  the  differ- 
ence between  places  that  are  merely  the  marts  of  commerce, 
and  those  that  are  really  political  capitals  of  lai^e  countries  I 
No  one  can  be  aware  of,  or  can  fully  appreciate  the  many  points 
of  difference  that,  in  reality,  exist  between  such  places,  who  lias 
not  seen  each,  and  that  sufficiently  near  to  be  familiar  with 
both.  Some  places,  of  which  London  is  the  most  remarkable 
example,  enjoy  both  characters ;  and,  when  this  occura,  the 
town  gets  to  possess  a  tone  that  is  even  less  provincial  and  nar- 
row, if  possible,  than  that  which  ia  to  be  found  in  a  place  tliat 
merely  rejoices  in  a  court.  Thia  it  ia  which  renders  Naples,  ia- 
signilicant  as  its  commerce  comparatively  is,  superior  to  Vienna, 
and  Genoa  to  Florence.     While  it  would  be  folly  to  r 
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transferred  ftx>m  the  forecastle  to  the  cabin  before  the  ship  saile  J 
for  Canton.  The  practice  of  near  two  years  had  made  him  a 
reiy  tolerable  sailor,  and  his  previous  education  made  the  study 
of  navigation  easy  to  him.  In  that  day  there  was  a  scarcity  of 
officers  in  America,  and  a  young  man  of  Mark's  advantages, 
physical  and  moral,  was  certain  to  get  on  rapidly,  provided  he 
only  behaved  well  It  is  not  at  all  surprising,  therefore,  that 
our  young  sailor  got  to  be  the  second  mate  of  the  Rancocus 
before  he  hs^  quite  completed  his  eighteenth  year.   . 

The  voyage  from  London  to  Canton,  and  thence  home  to 
Philadelphia,  consumed  about  ten  months.  The  Rancocus  was 
a  £ft8t  vessel,  but  she  could  not  impart  her  speed  to  the  China- 
men. It  followed  that  Mark  wanted  but  a  few  weeks  of  being 
nineteen  years  old  the  day  his  ship  passed  Cape  May,  and,  what 
was  more,  he  had  the  promise  of  Captain  Crutchely,  of  sailing 
with  him,  as  his  first  officer,  in  the  next  voyage.  With  that 
promise  in  his  mind,  Mark  hastened  up  the  river  to  Bristol,  as 
■con  as  he  was  clear  of  the  vessel. 

Bridget  Yardley  had  now  fairly  budded,  to  pursue  the  figure 
with  which  we  commenced  the  description  of  this  blooming 
flower,  and,  if  not  actually  expanded  iuto  perfect  womanhood, 
was  so  near  it  as  to  show,  beyond  all  question,  that  the  prom- 
isea  of  her  childhood  were  to  be  very  amply  redeemed.  Mark 
found  her  in  black,  however ;  or,  in  mourning  for  her  mother. 
An  only  child,  this  serious  loss  had  thrown  her  more  than  ever 
in  the  way  of  Anne,  the  parents  on  both  sides  winking  at  an 
asaociation  that  could  do  no  harm,  and  which  might  prove  so 
useful  It  was  very  different,  however,  with  the  young  sailor. 
He  had  not  been  a  fortnight  at  home,  and  getting  to  be  inti- 
mate with  the  roof*tree  of  Doctor  Yardley,  befo  e  that  person 
saw  fit  to  pick  a  quarrel  with  him,  and  to  forbid  him  his  house. 
As  the  dispute  was  wholly  gratuitous  on  the  part  of  the  doctor, 
Mark  behaving  with  perfect  propriety  on  the  occasion,  it  may 
be  well  to  explain  its  real  cause.  The  fact  was,  that  Bridget 
was  an  heiress ;  if  not  on  a  very  laige  scale,  still  an  heiress,  and, 
what  was  more,  unalterably  so  in  the  right  of  her  mother ;  and 


the  thought  that  n  son  of  hU  uoiupetitor,  Doctor  WooUtoa, 
should  profit  by  this  fact,  was  utterly  insupportable  to  him. 
Accordingly,  he  quarrelled  with  Murk,  the  instant  he  was  ap- 
prised of  the  character  of  his  attentions,  and  forbade  him  the 
house.  To  do  Mark  justice,  ho  knew  nothing  of  Bridget's 
worldly  possessions.  That  she  was  beautiful,  and  warm-heart«d, 
aud  frank,  aud  swcet-terapered,  and  feminine,  and  affectionate, 
he  both  saw  and  felt ;  but  beyond  this  he  neither  saw  any  thiog, 
nor  cared  about  seeing  any  thing.  The  young  sailor  was  aa  pro- 
foundly ignorant  that  Bridget  was  the  actual  owner  of  certain 
three  per  cents,  that  brought  twelve  hundred  a  year,  as  if  aha 
did  not  own  a  "copper,"  as  it  was  the  fashion  of  that  period  to 
eay,  "eents"  being  then  very  little,  if  at  all,  used.  Nor  did  he 
know  any  thing  of  the  farm  she  bad  inherited  &om  her  mother, 
or  of  the  store  in  town,  that  brought  three  hundred  and  fif^ 
more  in  rent.  It  is  true  that  some  allusions  were  made  to  thcM 
matters  by  Doctor  Yardley,  in  his  angry  comments  on  the 
Woolstou  family  generally.  Anno  always  excepted,  and  in  whose 
favor  he  made  a  salvo,  even  in  the  height  of  his  dei 


OR,    vulcah'b    pkax.  U6 


CHAPTER   n. 

"BlM*0DO(fC3rtMll/* 

**  I  Ml  ]aj  fourteen  of  my  teeth 
And  jet,  to  my  teen  be  It  spoken,  I  hare  bat  fou^^ 
Bbe  ie  not  fourteen." 

RoMxo  AMD  Jvuxr. 

DiYiNX  wisdom  has  commanded  as  to  ''  Honor  yonr  father 
and  your  mother.''  Observant  travellers  affirm  that  less  respect 
is  paid  to  parents  in  America,  than  is  usual  in  Christian  nations 
— ^we  say  Christian  nations ;  for  many  of  the  heathen,  the  Chi- 
nese for  instance,  worship  them,  though  probably  with  an  alle- 
gorical connection  that  we  do  not  understand.  That  the  pa- 
rental tie  is  more  loose  in  this  country  than  in  most  others  we 
believe,  and  there  is  a  reason  to  be  found  for  it  in  the  migratory 
habits  of  the  people,  and  in  the  general  looseness  in  all  the  ties 
that  connect  men  with  the  past  The  laws  on  the  subject  of 
matrimony,  moreover,  are  so  very  lax,  intercourse  is  so  simple 
and  has  so  many  facilities,  and  the  young  of  the  two  sexes  are 
left  so  much  to  themselves,  that  it  is  no  wonder  children  form 
that  connection  so  often  without  reflection  and  contrary  to  the 
wishes  of  their  friends.  Still,  the  law  of  God  is  there,  and 
we  are  among  those  who  believe  that  a  neglect  of  its  man- 
dates IB  very  apt  to  bring  its  punishment,  even  in  this  world ; 
and  we  are  inclined  to  think  that  much  of  that  which  Mark 
and  Bridget  subsequently  suffered,  was  in  consequence  of  act- 
ing directly  in  the  face  of  the  wishes  and  injunctions  of  their 
parents. 

The  scene  which  had  taken  place  under  the  roof  of  Doctor 
Tardley  was  soon  known  under  that  of  Doctor  Woolston. 
Although  the  last  individual  was  fully  aware  that  Bridget  was 
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what  WHS  tlicn  eateemed  rich,  at  Bristol,  he  cared  not  for  her 
money.  The  girl  he  liked  well  enough,  aod  ia  secret  even  ad- 
mired her  as  much  as  ho  could  find  it  in  his  heart  to  admire  any 
thing  of  Doctor  Yardley's  ;  hut  the  indi^ily  was  one  he  waa.^ 
by  no  means  ineliued  to  overlook,  and,  iu  \iu  turn,  he  forbade 
all  iutercourse  between  the  girla.  These  two  hitter  pills,  thus 
administered  by  the  village  doctors  to  their  respective  pa- 
tients, made  the  young  people  very  miserable.  Bridget  loved 
Anne  almost  as  ninch  as  she  loved  Mark,  and  she  began  to  pine 
and  niter  in  her  appearance,  in  a  way  to  alarm  her  father.  In 
order  to  divert  her  mind,  ho  sent  her  to  town,  to  the  care  of  an 
aunt,  altogether  forgetting  that  Mark's  ship  lay  at  the  wharves 
of  PhiJadelphia,  and  that  he  could  not  have  tient  his  daughter 
to  any  place,  out  of  Bristol,  where  the  young  man  would  be  so 
likely  to  find  her.  This  danger  the  good  doctor  entirely  over- 
looked, or,  if  he  thought  of  it  at  all,  he  must  have  fancied  that 
his  sister  would  keep  a  sharp  eye  on  the  movements  of  the 
young  sailor,  and  forbid  him  ker  bouse,  too. 
r  turned  out  ua  the  doctor  o 
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A  thiug  of  this  sort,  once  decided  on,  is  easily  enough  put 
in  execution  in  America.  Among  Mark*8  college  friends  was 
one  who  was  a  few  years  older  than  himself,  and  who  had  en- 
tered  the  ministry.  This  young  man  was  then  acting  as  a  sort 
of  missionary  among  the  seamen  of  the  port,  and  he  had  fallen 
in  the  way  of  the  young  lover  the  very  first  day  of  his  return 
to  his  ship.  It  was  an  easy  matter  to  work  on  the  good  nature 
of  this  easy-minded  man,  who,  on  hearing  of  the  ill  treatment 
offered  to  his  friend,  was  willing  enough  to  perform  the  cere- 
mony. Every  thing  being  previously  arranged,  Mark  and 
Bridget  were  married,  early  one  morning,  during  the  time  the 
latter  was  out,  in  company  with  a  female  friend  of  about  her 
own  age,  to  take  what  her  aunt  believed  was  her  customary 
walk  before  breakfast.  Philadelphia,  in  1796,  was  not  the 
town  it  is  to-day.  It  then  lay,  almost  entirely,  on  the  shores 
of  the  Delaware,  those  of  the  Schuylkill  being  completely  in 
the  country.  What  was  more,  the  best  quarters  were  still 
near  the  river,  and  the  distance  between  the  Bancocus — mean- 
ing Mark^s  ship,  and  not  the  creek  of  that  name — and  the 
house  of  Bridget's  aunt,  was  but  trifling.  The  ceremony  took 
place  in  the  cabin  of  the  vessel  just  named,  which,  now  that 
the  captain  was  ashore  in  his  own  house,  Mark  had  all  to 
himself,  no  second  male  having  been  shipped,  and  which 
was  by  no  means  an  inappropriate  place  fur  the  nuptials  of  a 
pair  like  that  which  our  young  people  turned  out  to  be,  in 
the  end. 

The  Rancocus,  though  not  a  large,  was  a  very  fine,  Philadel- 
phia-built ship,  then  the  best  vessels  of  the  country.  She  was 
of  a  little  less  than  four  hundred  tons  in  measurement,  but  she 
had  a  very  neat  and  commodious  poop-cabin.  Captain  Crutch- 
ely  had  a  thrifty  wife,  who  had  contributed  her  full  share  to 
render  her  husband  comfortable,  and  Bridget  thought  that  the 
room  in  which  she  was  united  to  Mark  was  one  of  the  prettiest 
she  had  ever  seen.  The  reader,  however,  is  not  to  imagine  it 
a  cabin  ornamented  with  marble  columns,  rosewood,  and 
the  maples,  as  so  often  happens  now-a-days.     No  such  extrava- 


gance  was  dreamed  of  fifty  years  ^o  ;  bnt,  as  fer  as  jndicions 
arrungeineiita,  neat  joiner's  work,  and  appropriate  fumittint 
went,  the  cabin  of  the  Rancocus  was  a  very  respectable  little 
room.  The  circumstance  that  it  was  on  deek,  contributed 
largely  to  its  appearance  and  comfort,  sunken  cabins,  or  ibose 
below  decks,  being  ncccsHarily  much  circumscribed  in  small 
ships,  in  coDsequeocG  of  being  placed  in  a  part  of  the  vessel 
that  is  contracted  in  its  dimensions  under  wat«r,  in  order  to 
help  their  Katling  qualities. 

The  witnesses  of  Iho  union  of  our  hero  and  heroine  were  the 
female  friend  of  Bridget  named,  the  officiating  clergyman,  and 
one  seaman  who  had  sailed  with  the  bridegroom  in  all  his  voy- 
ages, and  who  was  now  retained  on  board  the  vessel  as  a  ship- 
keeper,  intending  to  go  out  in  her  again,  as  soon  as  she  should 
be  ready  for  sea.  The  name  of  this  mariner  was  Betts,  or  Bob 
Bctts  as  he  was  coramonly  called  ;  and  as  he  acts  a  conspicuous 
part  in  the  events  to  be  recorded,  it  may  be  well  to  say  a  word 
or  two  more  of  his  histciry  and  character.  Bob  Betts  was  a 
pronounced  the  word  him- 
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ioOf  might  hare  escaped  had  they  been  equally  as  clerer.  Thus 
it  was  that  he  had  an  ill-concealed,  or  only  half-concealed  con- 
tempt for  such  seamen  as  suffered  themselves,  at  any  time  or 
under  any  circumstances,  to  fall  into  the  enemies'  hands.  On 
all  other  subjects  Bob  was  not  only  rational,  but  a  very  discreet 
and  shrewd  fellow,  though  on  that  he  was  often  harsh,  and 
sometimes  absurd.  But  the  best  men  have  their  weakness,  and 
this  was  Bob  Betts'. 

Captain  Grutchely  had  picked  up  Bob,  just  after  the  peace  of 
1783,  and  had  kept  him  with  him  ever  since.  It  was  to  Bob 
that  he  had  committed  the  instruction  of  Mark,  when  the  latter 
first  joined  the  ship,  and  from  Bob  the  youth  had  got  his  ear- 
liest notions  of  seamanship.  In  his  calling  Bob  was  full  of 
resources,  and,  as  often  happens  with  the  American  sailor,  he 
was  even  handy  at  a  great  many  other  things,  and  particularly 
so  with  whatever  related  to  practical  mechanics.  Then  he  was 
of  vast  physical  force,  standing  six  feet  two,  in  his  stockings, 
and  was  round-built  and  solid.  Bob  had  one  sterling  quality 
— he  was  as  fiist  a  friend  as  ever  existed.  In  this  respect  he 
was  a  model  of  fidelity,  never  seeing  a  fault  in  those  he  loved, 
or  a  good  quality  in  those  he  disliked.  His  attachment  to  Mark 
was  signal,  and  he  looked  on  the  promotion  of  the  young  roan 
much  as  he  would  have  regarded  preferment  that  befell  himself. 
In  the  last  voyage  he  had  told  the  people  in  the  forecastle 
<<  that  young  Mark  Woolston  would  make  a  thorough  sea-dog 
in  time,  and  now  he  had  got  to  be  Mr.  Woolston,  he  expected 
great  things  of  him.  The  happiest  day  of  my  life  will  be  that 
on  which  I  can  ship  in  a  craft  commanded  by  Captain  Mark 
Woolston.  I  teached  him,  myself^  how  to  break  the  first  sea- 
biscuit  he  ever  tasted,  and  next  day  he  could  do  it  as  well  as 
any  on  us !  Ton  see  how  handy  aud  quick  he  is  about  a  ves- 
sel's decks,  shipmates ;  a  ra'al  rouser  at  a  weather  earin' — well, 
when  he  first  come  aboard  here,  and  that  was  little  more  than 
two  years  ago,  the  smell  of  tar  would  almost  make  him  swound 
away."  The  latter  assertion  was  one  of  Bob's  embellishments, 
ibr  Mark  was  never  either  lackadaisical  or  very  delicate.    The 


yoQng  man  cordially  returned  Bob's  rt^ani,  and  the  two  were 

sincere  friends  without  any  phrases  on  the  subject. 

Bob  Betta  was  the  only  male  witness  of  the  marriage  between 
Mark  Woolston  and  Bridget  Yardley,  with  the  exception  of  the 
officiating  clergyman,  as  Mary  Bromley  was  the  only  female. 
Duplicate  certificates,  however,  were  given  to  the  young  couple, 
Mark  placing  his  in  his  writing-desk,  and  Bridget  hors  iii  the 
bosom  of  her  dress.  Five  miuutes  after  the  ceremony  was 
ended,  tho  whole  party  separated,  the  ^ris  returning  to  their 
respective  residences,  and  the  clergyman  going  his  way,  leaving 
the  mate  and  the  ahip-kecper  together  on  the  vessel's  decL 
The  latter  did  not  speak,  so  long  as  he  saw  the  bridegroom's 
eyes  fastened  on  the  light  form  of  the  bride,  as  tho  latter  went 
swiftly  up  the  retired  wharf  where  the  ship  was  lying,  oo  her 
way  to  Front  street,  accompanied  by  her  young  friend.  But 
no  sooner  had  Bridget  turned  a  corner,  and  Bob  saw  that  the 
attraction  was  no  longer  in  view,  than  he  thought  it  becoming 
to  put  in  a  word. 
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secared  her  now,  and  two  years  hence  Til  claim  her,  if  she  has 
not  a  second  gown  to  wear.  I  dare  say  the  old  man  will  be  for 
turning  her  adrift  with  as  little  as  possible.'' 

All  this  was  a  proof  of  Mark's  entire  disinterestedness.  He 
did  not  know  that  his  young  bride  had  quite  thirty  thousand 
dollars  in  reversion,  or,  in  one  sense,  in  possession,  although 
she  could  derive  no  benefit  from  it  until  she  was  of  age,  or  mar- 
ried, and  past  her  eighteenth  year.  This  fact  her  husband 
did  not  learn  for  several  days  after  his  marriage,  when  his  bride 
communicated  it  to  him,  with  a  proposal  that  he  should  quit 
the  sea,  and  remain  with  her  for  life.  Mark  was  very  much  in 
love,  but  this  scheme  scarce  afforded  him  the  satisfaction  that 
one  might  have  expected.  He  was  attached  to  his  profession, 
and  scarce  relished  the  thought  of  being  dependent  altogether 
on  his  wife  for  the  means  of  subsistence.  The  struggle  between 
love  and  pride  was  great,  but  Mark,  at  length,  yielded  to 
Bridget's  blandishments,  tenderness,  and  tears.  They  could 
only  meet  at  the  house  of  Mary  Bromley,  the  bride's-maid,  but 
then  the  interviews  between  them  were  as  frequent  as  Mark's 
duty  would  allow.  The  result  was  that  Bridget  prevailed,  and 
the  young  husband  went  up  to  Bristol  and  candidly  related  all 
that  had  passed,  thus  revealing,  in  less  than  a  week,  a  secret 
which  it  was  intended  should  remain  hid  for  at  least  two  years. 

Doctor  Woolston  was  sorely  displeased,  at  first;  but  the 
event  had  that  about  it  which  would  be  apt  to  console  a  parent. 
Bridget  was  not  only  young,  and  affectionate,  and  beautiful,  and 
truthful,  but,  according  to  the  standard  of  Bristol,  she  was  rich. 
There  was  a  consolation  in  all  this,  notwithstanding  professional 
rivalry  and  personal  dislikes.  We  are  not  quite  certain  that  he 
did  not  feel  a  slight  gratification  at  the  thought  of  his  son's  en- 
joying the  fortune  which  his  rival  had  received  from  his  wife, 
and  which,  but  for  the  will  of  the  grandfather,  would  have  been 
enjoyed  by  that  rival  himself.  Nevertheless,  the  good  doctor 
did  his  duty  in  the  premises.  He  communicated  the  news  of 
the  marriage  to  Doctor  Yardley  in  a  very  civilly-worded  note, 
which  left  a  fair  opening  for  a  settlement  of  all  difficulties,  had 


tho  latter  been  bo  plensed.  The  Istter  did  not  eo  please,  how- 
ever, but  exploded  in  a  terrible  baret  of  passion,  which  almost 
carried  him  off  in  a  fit  of  apopleij'. 

Escaping  all  physical  dangers,  in  the  end,  Doctor  Yardley 
wcot  immediately  to  Philadelphia,  and  bronght  his  daughter 
home.  Both  Mark  and  Bridget  now  felt  that  they  had  offended 
agjiiust  one  of  the  simplest  commands  of  God.  They  had  not 
honored  their  father  and  their  mother,  and  even  thus  early  came 
the  consciousness  of  their  offence.  It  was  in  Mnrk'e  power, 
however,  to  go  and  elHiin  his  wife,  and  remove  her  to  his  fa- 
ther's house,  notwithstanding  his  minority  and  that  of  Bridget. 
In  this  last  respect,  the  law  offered  no  obstacle  ;  but  the  dis- 
cretion of  Doctor  Woolston  did.  This  gentleman,  through  the 
agi/ucy  of  a  common  friend,  had  an  interview  with  his  conspeti- 
tor,  and  tliey  talked  the  matter  over  in  a  tolerably  composed 
and  reasonable  temper.  Both  the  parents,  as  medical  men, 
agreed  that  it  would  be  better  that  the  young  couple  should 
not,  live  together  for  two  or  three  years,  the  very  t«nder  ago  of 
s  hnmane,  as  well  as  discreet. 
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for  him  to  ocmtiiitie  in  his  profession.  During  the  period  the 
▼e«ael  still  remained  in  port,  Mark  was  to  pay  occasional  visits 
to  his  wife,  though  not  to  live  with  her ;  but  the  young  couple 
might  eorrespond  by  letter,  as  often  as  they  pleased.  Such  was 
ao  outline  of  the  treaty  made  between  the  high  contracting 
paitiea. 

In  making  these  arrangements,  Doctor  Tardley  was  partly 
inflaenoed  by  a  real  paternal  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his 
dai^hter,  who  he  thought  altogether  too  young  to  enter  on  the 
daties  and  cares  of  the  married  life.  Below  the  surface,  how- 
ever, existed  an  indefinite  hope  that  something  might  yet  occur 
to  prevent  the  consummation  of  this  most  unfortunate  union,  as 
he  deemed  the  marriage  to  be,  and  thus  enable  him  to  get  rid 
of  the  hateful  connection  altogether.  How  this  was  to  happen, 
the  worthy  doctor  certainly  did  not  know.  Thb  was  because 
he  lived  in  1796,  instead  of  in  1847.  Now-a-days,  nothing  is 
easier  than  to  s^>arate  a  man  from  his  wife,  unless  it  be  to  ob- 
tain civic  honors  for  a  murderer.  Doctor  Yardley,  at  the  pres- 
ent moment,  would  have  coolly  gone  to  work  to  get  up  a  lam- 
entable tale  about  his  daughter's  fortune,  and  youth,  and  her 
not  knowing  her  own  mind  when  she  married,  and  a  ship*s 
cabin,  and  a  few  other  embellishments  of  that  sort,  when  the 
worthy  and  benevolent  statesmen  who  compose  the  different 
legislatores  of  this  vast  Union  would  have  been  ready  to  break 
their  necks,  in  order  to  pass  a  bill  of  divorce.  Had  there  been 
a  child  or  two,  it  would  have  made  no  great  difference,  for 
means  would  have  been  devised  to  give  the  custody  of  them 
to  the  mother.  This  would  have  been  done,  quite  likely, 
for  the  first  five  years  of  the  lives  of  the  dear  little  things,  be- 
cause the  children  would  naturally  require  a  mother's  care ;  and 
afterward,  becaose  the  precocious  darlings,  at  the  mature  age  of 
seven,  would  declare,  in  open  court,  that  they  really  loved 
*'ma"  more  than  they  did  '^  pa  I"  To  write  a  little  plainly  on  a 
very  important  subject,  we  are  of  opinion  that  a  new  name 
ought  to  be  adopted  for  the  form  of  government  which  is  so 
fiMt  creeping  into  this  country.  New  things  require  new  names ; 
2* 


and,  were  Solomon  now  Vmng,  we  will  venture  to  preJict  two 
ihiuga  of  him,  viz.,  he  would  change  his  mind  on  the  subject 
of  novelties,  and  lie  would  never  go  to  Congress.  Aa  for  the 
new  name,  we  would  respectfully  suggest  that  of  Oossipian,  in 
lieu  of  that  of  Republican,  gossip  fast  beconaing  the  lever  tfakt 
moves  every  thiug  in  the  land.  The  newspapers,  true  to  their 
instincts  of  consulting  the  ruling  tastes,  deal  much  more  in 
gossip  than  they  deal  in  reason;  the  courts  admit  it  aa  evidence; 
the  juries  receive  it  aa  fact,  as  well  as  the  law ;  and  as  for  the 
legislatures,  let  a  piteous  tale  hut  circulate  freely  in  the  lobbies, 
and  bearded  men,  like  Juliet  when  a  child,  as  described  by  her 
nurse,  will  "stint  and  cry,  ay!"  In  a  word,  principles  and 
proof  are  in  much  less  esteem  than  assertions  and  numbers, 
hacked  with  enough  of  which,  any  thing  may  be  made  to  ap- 
pear as  legal,  or  even  constitutional. 

But  neither  of  our  doctors  entered  into  all  theeo  matters.  It 
was  enough  for  them  that  the  affair  of  the  marriage  was  dis- 
posed of,  for  a  time  at  least,  and  things  were  permitted  to  drop 
into  their  ani'ieut  channels.     The  intercourse  between  Bridg( 


OR,    Vulcan's    peak.  85 

to  visit  the  ship,  which  Captain  Crutchely,  laughing,  called  St. 
Mark's  chapel,  in  consequence  of  the  religious  rite  which  had 
been  performed  on  board  her.  Mrs.  Crutchely  was  there,  on 
the  occasion  of  this  visit,  attending  to  her  husband's  comforts, 
by  fitting  curtains  to  his  berth,  and  looking  after  matters  in 
general  in  the  cabin ;  and  divers  jokes  were  ventured  by  the 
honest  ship-master,  in  making  his  comments  on,  and  in  giving 
his  opinion  of  the  handy-work  of  his  own  consort  He  made 
Bridget  blush  more  than  once,  though  her  enduring  tenderness 
in  behalf  of  Mark  induced  her  to  sit  out  all  the  captain's  wit, 
rather  than  shorten  a  visit  so  precious,  one  moment. 

The  final  parting  was  an  hour  of  bitter  sorrow.  Even 
Mark's  young  heart,  manly,  and  much  disposed  to  do  his  duty 
as  he  was,  was  near  breaking ;  while  Bridget  almost  dissolved 
in  tears.  They  could  not  but  think  how  long  that  separation 
was  to  last,  though  they  did  not  anticipate  by  what  great  and 
mysterious  events  it  was  to  be  prolonged.  It  was  enough  for 
them  that  they  were  to  live  asunder  two  whole  years ;  and  two 
whole  years  appear  like  an  age,  to  those  who  have  not  yet  lived 
their  four  lustrums.  But  the  final  moment  must  and  did  arrive, 
and  the  yonng  people  were  compelled  to  tear  themselves  asun- 
der, though  the  parting  was  like  that  of  soul  and  body.  The 
bride  hung  on  the  bridegroom's  neck,  as  the  tendril  clings  to 
its  support,  until  removed  by  gentle  violence. 

Bridget  did  not  give  up  her  hold  upon  Mark  so  long  as  even 
his  vessel  remained  in  sight.  She  went  with  Anne,  in  a  car- 
riage, as  low  as  the  Point,  and  saw  the  Rancocus  pass  swiftly 
down  the  river,  on  this,  its  fourth  voyage,  bearing  those  in  her 
who  as  little  dreamed  of  their  fate,  as  the  unconscious  woods 
and  metals,  themselves,  of  which  the  ship  was  constructed. 
Mark  felt  his  heart  beat,  when  he  saw  a  woman's  handkerchief 
waving  to  him  from  the  shore,  and  a  fresh  burst  of  tenderness 
nearly  unmanned  him,  when,  by  the  aid  of  the  glass,  he  recog- 
nized the  sweet  countenance  and  fairy  figure  of  Bridget.  Ter 
minutes  later,  distance  and  interposing  objects  separated  that 
yoang  couple  for  many  a  weary  day ! 


A  fiiw  days  at  sea  restored  the  eqUH&imity  of  Mark's  feel- 
ingB,  while  the  poignant  grief  of  Bridget  diil  not  fail  to  receire 
the  solace  which  time  brings  to  sorrow  of  every  degree  «nd 
nature.  They  thought  of  each  other  often,  and  tcndeHy  ;  but, 
tlie  pain  of  parting  over,  they  both  began  to  look  forward  to 
the  joys  of  meeting,  with  the  buoyancy  and  illusionH  tliat  hope 
is  so  apt  to  impart  to  the  bosoms  of  the  young  and  inexpe- 
rienccd.  Little  did  either  dream  of  what  was  to  occur  before 
their  eyea  were  to  be  again  gladdened  with  the  sight  of  their 
respective  forms. 

Mark  found  in  his  ntatc-room — for,  in  the  Rancocoa,  the  cabin 
was  fitted  with  four  neat  little  state-rooms,  one  for  the  captain, 
and  two  for  the  mates,  with  a  fourth  for  the  Buporcaigo — nianj 
proofs  of  Bridget's  love  and  care.  Mrs.  Crutchely,  her»elf, 
though  so  much  longer  experienced,  had  scarcely  looked  after 
the  captain's  comfort  with  more  judgmeut,  and  certainly  not 
with  great-er  solicitude,  than  this  youthful  bride  had  expended 
on  her  bridegroom's  room.     In  that  day,  artists  were  not  very 
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exception  to  the  role,  and  on  she  travelled,  having  a  road  before 
her  that  it  would  require  months  ere  the  end  of  it  could  be 
found.  It  is  not  our  intention  to  dwell  on  the  details  of  this 
long  voyage,  for  two  reasons.  One  is  the  &ct  that  most  voy- 
ages to  the  southern  extremity  of  the  American  continent,  are 
marked  by  the  same  incidents ;  and  the  other  is,  that  we  have 
much  other  matter  to  relate,  that  must  be  given  with  great  at- 
tention to  minutin,  and  which,  we  think,  will  have  much  more 
interest  with  the  reader. 

Captain  Crutcbely  touched  at  Rio  for  supplies,  as  is  custom- 
ary ;  and,  after  passing  a  week  in  that  most  delightful  of  all 
havens,  went  his  way.  The  passage  round  the  Horn  was  re- 
markable neither  way.  It  could  not  be  called  a  very  boisterous 
one,  neither  was  the  weather  unusually  mild.  Ships  do  donUe 
this  cape,  occasionally,  under  their  top-gallant-sails,  and  we 
have  heard  of  one  vessel  that  did  not  furl  her  royals  for  several 
daysy  while  off  that  formidable  headland ;  but  these  cases  form 
the  exception  and  not  the  rule.  The  Bancocus  was  under  close- 
reefed  top-sails  for  the  better  part  of  a  fortnight,  in  beating  to 
the  southward  and  westward,  it  blowing  very  fresh  the  whole 
time ;  and  she  might  hiive  been  twice  as  long  struggling  with 
the  south-westerly  gales,  but  for  the  fortunate  circumstance  of 
the  wind's  veering  so  far  to  the  southward  as  to  permit  her  to 
lay  her  course,  when  she  made  a  great  run  to  the  westward. 
When  the  wind  again  hauled,  as  haul  it  was  almost  certain  to 
do,  Captain  Crutchely  believed  himself  in  a  meridian  that  would 
admit  of  his  running  with  an  easy  bowline,  on  the  larboard  tack. 
No  one  but  a  sailor  can  understand  the  effect  of  checking  the 
weather-braces,  if  it  be  only  for  a  few  feet,  and  of  getting  a 
weather-leach  to  stand  without  '^  swigging  out"  on  its  bowline. 
It  has  much  the  same  influence  on  the  progress  of  a  ship,  that 
an  eloquent  speech  has  on  the  practice  of  an  advocate,  a  great 
cure  or  a  skilful  operation  on  that  of  a  medical  man,  or  a  lucky 
hit  in  trade  on  the  fortunes  of  a  young  merchant.  Away  all  go 
alike,  if  not  absolutely  with  flowing  sheets,  easily,  swiftly,  and 
with  less  of  labor  than  was  their  wont     Thus  did  it  now  prove 


nith  the  good  ship  Ifancocus.  Instead  of  struggling  hard  with 
the  seas  to  get  three  knnta  aheiid,  she  now  made  her  sii,  and 
kept  bU,  or  nearly  fill,  the  made.  When  she  saiv  the  land 
again,  it  was  found  there  was  very  little  to  spsre,  but  that  little 
sutiiced.  The  vessel  passed  to  windward  of  every  thing,  and 
went  on  her  way  rejoicing,  like  any  other  that  had  been  Bucces»- 
fnl  in  a  hard  and  severe  stru^le.  A  fortnight  later,  the  ship 
toiiclied  at  Valparaiso. 

The  voyage  of  the  Itancocns  may  now  be  said  to  have  com- 
meuccd  in  earnest  Hitherto  she  had  done  little  but  make  her 
way  across  the  endless  waste  of  waters ;  but  now  she  hud  the 
real  business  before  her  to  execute.  A  considerable  amount  of 
freight,  which  had  been  brought  on  account  of  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment, wa<  diM^liarged,  and  the  vessel  filled  up  her  water. 
Certain  supplies  of  food  that  were  deemed  useful  in  cases  of 
scurvy,  were  obtained,  and,  after  a  delay  of  less  than  a  fortnight, 
the  ship  once  more  put  to  sea. 

In  the   year   1796,  the  Pacific   Ocean  was   bv 


For  nearly  two  months  did  Captain  Crat«bely,  after  qnitting 
Valparaiso,  hold  hia  way  into  the  depths  of  that  niigtity  sea, 
ia  search  of  the  islands  he  had  been  directed  to  find.  Sandal- 
wood was  his  aim — a  branch  of  commerce,  by  the  wfty,  which 
onght  never  to  be  pursued  by  any  Christian  man,  or  Christian 
nation,  if  what  we  hear  of  its  n»cs  in  China  be  true.  There,  it 
is  said  to  be  burned  as  incense  before  idols,  and  no  higher 
offence  can  be  committed  by  any  human  being  than  to  be  prin* 
cipal,  or  accessory,  in  any  manner  or  way,  to  the  sabstltotion 
of  any  created  thing  for  the  ever-Uring  God,  In  after-life  Mark 
Wooleton  often  thought  of  this,  when  reflection  succeeded  to 
action,  and  when  he  came  to  muse  on  the  causes  which  may 
hare  led  to  his  being  the  subject  of  the  wonderful  events  that 
occurred  in  connection  with  his  own  fortunes.  We  have  now 
reached  a  part  of  our  narrative,  however,  when  it  becomes  nec- 
essary to  go  into  details,  which  we  sh&ll  defer  to  the  com- 
mencement of  a  new  chapter. 


THK    cratkr: 


CKAPTER  m. 


re  duhnl  LLkq  fOuSj 


Tm  day  that  preceded  the  night  of  which  we  are  nbont  to 
speak,  wiiB  misty,  with  the  wind  tresh  at  east- south -past  The 
Rancocus  was  running  off,  south-west,  and  consequentiy   was 
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rather  more  thaa  is  good  for  him,  an  addition  of  a  little  more 
than  common  is  very  apt  to  upset  him.  Such,  in  sober  truth, 
was  the  case  with  the  commander  of  the  Rancocus,  when  he 
left  the  dinner-table,  at  the  time  to  which  there  is  particular 
allusion.  Mark,  himself,  was  perfectly  sober.  The  taste  of 
rum  was  unpleasant  to  him,  nor  did  his  young  blood  and  buoy- 
ant spirits  crave  its  effects.  If  he  touched  it  at  all,  it  was  in 
very  small  quantities,  and  greatly  diluted  with  water.  He  saw 
the  present  condition  of  his  superior,  therefore,  with  regret; 
and  this  so  much  the  more,  from  the  circumstance  that  an  un- 
pleasant report  was  prevailing  in  the  ship,  that  white  water  had 
been  seen  ahead,  during  a  clear  moment,  by  a  man  who  had 
just  come  from  aloft.  This  report  the  mate  repeated  to  the 
captain,  accompanying  it  with  a  suggestion  that  it  might 
be  well  to  shorten  sail,  round-to,  and  sound.  But  Captain 
Crutchely  treated  the  report  with  no  respect,  swearing  that  the 
men  were  always  fancying  they  were  going  ashore  on  coral,  and 
thai  the  voyage  would  last  forever,  did  he  comply  with  all  their 
conceits  of  this  nature.  Unfortunately,  the  second  mate  was  an 
old  sea-dog,  who  owed  his  present  inferior  condition  to  his  be- 
ing a  great  deal  addicted  to  the  practice  in  which  his  captain 
indulged  only  a  little,  and  he  had  been  sharing  largely  in  the 
hospitality  of  the  cabin  that  afternoon,  it  being  his  watch  below. 
This  man  supported  the  captain  in  his  contempt  for  the  rumors 
and  notions  of  the  crew,  and  between  them  Mark  found  himself 
salenced. 

Our  young  officer  felt  very  uneasy  at  the  account  of  the 
sailor  who  had  reported  white  water  ahead,  for  he  was  one  of 
the  best  men  in  the  ship,  and  altogether  unlikely  to  say  that 
which  was  not  true.  It  being  now  six  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
and  the  second  mate  having  taken  chaige  of  the  watch,  Mark 
went  np  into  the  fore-top-gallant  oross-trees  himself^  in  order  to 
get  the  best  look  ahead  that  he  could  before  the  night  set  in. 
It  wanted  but  half  an  hour,  or  so,  of  sunset,  when  the  young 
man  took  his  station  in  the  cross-trees,  the  royal  not  being  set 
At  first,  he  could  discern  nothing  ahead,  at  a  distance  greater 


than  a  mile,  on  account  of  the  mist ;  bat,  jast  aa  the  aitn  went 

below  the  waters,  it  lighter!  up  to  the  weetward,  and  Mark 
then  plainly  saw  what  he  was  perfectly  saliafied  must  be 
breakers,  extending  for  several  miles  directly  across  the  vessel's 

Such  a  discovery  required  decision,  and  the  young  man 
sboulcd  out — 

"  Breakers  ahead  I" 

ThU  cry,  coming  from  his  first  officer,  Btnrtled  even  Captain 
Criitchely,  who  was  recovering  a  little  from  the  effect  of  his 
potations,  though  it  was  still  treated  with  contempt  by  the 
aecond  mate,  who  had  never  foi^iven  one  aa  young  as  Mark, 
for  getting  a  berth  that  he  fancied  due  to  his  own  greater  age 
and  experience.  He  laughed  openly  at  this  second  report  of 
breakers,  al  a  point  in  the  ocean  where  the  chart  laid  down  a 
clear  sea ;  but  the  captain  knew  that  the  charts  could  only  tel! 
him  what  was  known  at  the  time  they  were  made,  and  he  felt 
disposed  to  treat  his  first  officer,  younj;  as  he  was,  with  t\ 

meet  than  the  second  mate.     All  hands  were  called  i 
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breakers  were  still  to  leeward,  and  insomuch  most  dangerously 
situated  ;  but  the  wind  did  not  blow  strong  enough  to  prevent 
the  ship  from  weathering  them,  provided  time  was  taken  by 
the  forelock.  The  Rancocus  was  a  good,  weatherly  ship,  nor 
was  there  sufficient  sea  on  to  make  it  at  all  difficult  for  her  to 
claw  off  a  lee  shore.  Desperate,  indeed,  is  the  situation  of  the 
vessel  that  has  rocks  or  sands  under  her  lee,  with  the  gale 
blowing  in  her  teeth,  and  heavy  seas  sending  her  bodily,  and 
surely,  however  slowly,  on  the  very  breakers  she  is  struggling 
to  avoid  I  Captain  Crutchely  had  not  been  aloft  five  minutes 
before  he  hailed  the  deck,  and  ordered  Mark  to  send  Bob 
Betts  up  to  the  cross-trees.  Bob  had  the  reputation  of  being 
the  brightest  look-out  in  the  vessel,  and  was  usually  employed 
when  land  was  about  to  be  approached,  or  a  sail  was  expected 
to  be  made.  He  went  up  the  fore-rigging  like  a  squirrel,  and 
was  soon  at  the  captain^s  side,  both  looking  anxiously  to  lee- 
ward. A  few  minutes  after  the  ship  had  hauled  by  the  wind, 
both  came  down,  stopping  in  the  top,  however,  to  take  one 
more  look  to  leeward. 

The  second  mate  stood  waiting  the  further  descent  of  the 
captain,  with  a  sort  of  leering  look  of  contempt  on  his  hard,  well- 
dyed  features,  which  seemed  to  anticipate  that  it  would  soon 
be  known  that  Mark's  white  water  had  lost  its  color,  and  be- 
come blue  water  once  more.  But  Captain  Crutchely  did  not 
go  as  far  as  this,  when  he  got  down.  He  admitted  that  he  had 
seen  nothing  that  he  could  very  decidedly  say  was  breakers, 
but  that,  once  or  twice,  when  it  lighted  up  a  little,  there  had 
been  a  gleaming  along  the  western  horizon  which  a  good  deal 
puzzled  him.  It  might  be  white  water,  or  it  might  be  only  the 
last  rays  of  the  setting  sun  tipping  the  combs  of  the  regular 
seas.  Bob  Betts,  too,  was  as  much  at  fault  as  his  captain,  and 
a  sarcastic  remark  or  two  of  Hillson,  the  second  mate,  were  fast 
bringing  Mark's  breakers  into  discredit. 

"  Jest  look  at  the  chart.  Captain  Crutchely,"  put  in  Hillson 
— "  a  regular  Tower  Hill  chart  as  ever  was  made,  and  you  II 
see  there  can  be  no  white  water  hereabouts.    If  a  man  is  to 


shorten  sail  and  h&ul  hia  wind,  nt  every  dead  whale  he  hiSa  m 
witli,  in  thuso  sea.'s  hia  owners  will  bare  the  balance  on  the 
wrong  aide  of  ihe  book  at  the  end  of  the  r'y'ge  !" 

This  told  hard  against  Mark,  and  considerably  in  HillaoD'a 

"  And  could  y<m  Bee  nothing  of  breakers  ahea^.  Bob  f  d»- 
inandeil  Mark,  with  an  emphasis  on  the  "you"  which  pretty 
plainly  implied  that  the  young  man  was  not  Bo  mach  sarpriaed 
that  the  captain  had  not  seen  ihem. 

"  Not  a  bit  of  it,  Mr.  Woolston,"  answered  Bob,  hilehing  up 
his  trowsent,  "  and  I'd  a  pretty  good  look  ahead,  too." 

This  .made  still  more  against  Mark,  and  Captain  Crutchelf 
sent  for  the  chart  Over  this  map  he  and  the  second  mate 
pondered  with  a  sort  of  muzzy  sagacity,  when  they  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  a  clear  sea  mvtl  prevail  around  them,  in  all 
directions,  for  a  distance  elcocling  a  thousand  miles.  A  great 
deal  is  detenuined  id  any  case  of  a  dilemma,  when  it  b  decided 
that  this  or  that  fact  must  bo  so.  Captain  Crutchcly  would  not 
have  arrived  at  tbia  positive  concloaion  so  eawly,  bad  not  liia 
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this  occasion,  it  was  getting  to  be  night  The  misty,  drizzling 
weather  threatened  to  make  the  darkness  intense,  and  Mark  felt 
more  and  more  impressed  with  the  danger  in  which  the  ship 
was  pkced. 

The  cast  of  the  lead  produced  no  other  result  than  the  cer- 
tuntj  that  bottom  was  not  to  be  found  with  four  hundred 
&thoms  of  line  out.  No  one,  however,  not  even  the  muzzy 
Hillson,  attached  much  importance  to  this  £act,  inasmuch  as  it 
was  known  that  the  coral  reefs  often  rise  like  perpendicular 
walls  in  the  ocean,  having  no  bottom  to  be  found  within  a 
cable Vlength  of  them.  Then  Mark  did  not  believe  the  ship  to 
be  within  three  leagues  of  the  breakers  he  had  seen,  for  they 
had  seemed,  both  to  him  and  to  the  seaman  who  had  first  re- 
ported them,  to  be  several  leagues  distant  One  on  an  eleva- 
tion like  that  of  the  top-gallant  cross-trees,  could  see  a  long 
wayi  and  the  white  water  had  appeared  to  Mark  to  be  on  the 
7ery  verge  of  the  western  horizon,  even  as  seen  from  his  lofty 
iook-out 

After  a  further  consultation  with  his  officers,  during  which 
Hillson  had  not  spared  his  hits  at  his  less  experienced  superior. 
Captain  Crutchely  came  to  a  decision,  which  might  be  termed 
semi-prudent  There  is  nothing  that  a  seaman  more  dislikes 
than  to  be  suspected  of  extra  nervousness  on  the  subject  of 
doubtful  dangers  of  this  sort  Seen  and  acknowledged,  he  has 
DO  scruples  about  doing  his  best  to  avoid  them ;  but  so  long 
as  there  is  an  uncertainty  connected  with  their  existence  at  all, 
that  miserable  feeling  of  vanity  which  renders  us  all  so  desirous 
to  be  more  than  nature  ever  intended  us  for,  inclines  most  men 
to  appear  indifferent  even  while  they  dread.  The  wisest  thing 
Captain  Crutchely  could  have  done,  placed  in  the  circumstan- 
ces in  which  he  now  found  himself,  would  have  been  to  stand 
off  and  on,  under  easy  canvas,  until  the  return  of  light,  when  he 
might  have  gone  ahead  on  his  course  with  some  confidence, 
and  a  great  deal  more  of  safety.  But  there  would  have  been 
an  air  of  concession  to  the  power  of  an  unknown  danger,  that 
conflicted  with  his  pride,  in  such  a  course,  and  the  old  and 


welltrieii  ahip-niHstcr  did  not  like  to  give  the  "  nnoertain"  this 
advfintHge  over  him.  He  decided,  therefore,  to  stand  on,  with 
Lis  top-sails  reefed,  keeping  bright  look-outs  nhead,  and  having 
bis  courses  ia  the  brails,  reiulj  for  getting  the  tacks  down  to 
claw  off  to  windward,  sliould  it  prove  to  be  Tiecessary,  With 
this  plan  Murk  was  compelled  to  comply,  there  being  no  appeal 
from  the  decrees  of  the  autocrat  of  the  quarter-deck. 

As  Boon  as  the  decision  of  Captain  Crutchely  was  made,  the 
helm  was  put  up,  and  the  ship  kept  off  to  her  coarse.  It  waa 
true,  that  under  duuhie-rcefcd  top-saila,  and  jib,  which  was  all 
Ihc  canvas  set,  there  was  not  half  the  danger  there  would  have 
been  under  their  furoicr  sail ;  and  when  Mark  took  charge  of 
the  watch,  as  he  did  soon  after,  only  eight  o'clock,  he  was  in 
hopes,  by  means  of  vigiliince,  still  to  escape  the  danger.  The 
darkiieBs,  «hich  was  getting  to  be  very  intense,  waa  now  the 
greatest  and  most  immediate  source  of  his  apprehensions.  Could 
he  only  get  a  glimpse  of  the  sea  a  cahle's-leogth  ahead,  he 
would  have  felt  vast  relief;  but  even  that  small  favor  was  denied 
Bv  the  time  the  captain  and  second  mate  had  turned  11 
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from  his  instructions,  and  he  instantly  issue!  an  order  to  put 
the  hehn  hard  astarboard,  so  as  to  bring  tL«  vessel  up  to  the 
wind,  on  the  contrary  tack.  Unfortunately,  as  the  result 
proved,  it  now  became  his  imperative  duty  to  report  to  Captain 
Crutchely  what  he  had  done.  For  a  minute  or  two  the  young 
man  thought  of  keeping  silence,  to  stand  on  his  present  course, 
to  omit  calling  the  second  mate,  and  to  say  nothing  about  what 
he  had  done,  keeping  the  deck  him.sclf  until  light  should  return. 
But  reflection  induced  him  to  shrink  from  the  execution  of  this 
plan,  which  would  have  involved  him  in  a  serious  misunder- 
standing with  both  his  brother  officers,  who  could  not  fail  to 
hear  all  that  had  occurred  in  the  night,  and  who  must  certainly 
know,  each  in  his  respective  sphere,  that  they  themselves  had 
been  slighted.  With  a  slow  step,  therefore,  and  a  heavy  heart, 
Mark  went  into  the  cabin  to  make  his  report,  and  to  give  the 
second  mate  the  customary  call. 

It  was  not  an  easy  matter  to  awaken  either  of  those,  who 
slept  under  the  influence  of  potations  as  deep  as  the  night-caps 
taken  by  Captain  Crutchely  and  Mr.  Hillson.  The  latter,  in 
particular,  was  like  a  man  in  a  state  of  lethargy,  and  Mark  had 
half  a  mind  to  leave  him,  and  make  his  condition  an  excuse  for 
not  having  persisted  in  the  call.  But  he  succeeded  in  arousing 
the  captain,  who  soon  found  the  means  to  bring  the  second 
mate  to  a  state  of  semi-consciousness. 

*'  Well,  sir,"  cried  the  captain,  as  soon  as  fairly  awake  him- 
self, **  what  now  ?" 

"  I  think  I  heard  breakers  abeam,  sir,  and  I  have  hauled  up 
to  the  southward.*' 

A  grunt  succeeded,  which  Mark  scarce  knew  how  to  inter- 
pret. It  might  mean  dissatisfaction,  or  it  might  mean  surprise. 
As  the  captain,  however,  was  thoroughly  awake,  and  was  mak- 
ing his  preparations  to  come  out  on  deck,  he  thought  that  he 
had  done  all  that  duty  required,  and  he  returned  to  his  own 
post.  The  afber-part  of  the  ship  was  now  the  best  situation  for 
watching,  and  Mark  went  up  on  the  poop,  in  order  to  see  and 
hear  the  better.     No  lower  sail  being  in  the  way,  he  could  look 
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ahead  hIidorI  a»  well  from  th&t  position  m  if  he  were  forward  ; 
and  as  for  hearing,  it  wu  mach  the  best  place  of  the  ttro,  in 
consequence  of  there  being  no  wash  of  the  sea  directly  beneath 
Um,  as  was  the  case  when  stationed  between  the  knight-heads. 
To  this  post  he  aoon  auinmoned  Bob  Belts,  who  belonged  to 
his  watch,  and  with  whom  ho  bad  ever  kept  up  as  great  an  inti- 
macy aa  the  difference  in  their  stations  would  allow, 

"  Bob,  your  ears  are  almost  as  good  aa  your  eyes,"  said  Mark ; 
"  have  you  heard  nothing  of  breakers  )" 

"  I  have,  Mr.  Woolston,  nud  now  own  I  did  see  something 
that  tna}'  have  been  white  water,  this  artcmoon,  while  aloft ; 
but  the  captain  and  second  inah)  Becmed  so  awarse  to  believing 
is  sicli  a  thiug,  out  here  iu  the  open  Pacific,  that  I  got  to  bo 
awarae,  too." 

"  It  was  a  great  fault  in  a  look-out  not  to  let  what  he  had 
Been  be  known,"  said  Mark,  gravely. 

"  I  own  it,  sir;  I  own  how  wrong  I  was,  and  have  been  sorry 
for  it  ever  since.  But  it's  going  right  in  the  wind's  eye,  Mr. 
Woolston,  to  go  Bg'in  captain  and  dickey  ! 
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These  words  were  scarcely  out  of  the  captain*s  month,  and 
had  been  backed  by  a  senseless,  mocking  laugh  from  Hillson, 
who  was  still  muzzy,  and  quite  as  much  asleep  as  awake,  when 
the  deep  and  near  roar  of  breakers  was  most  unequivocally 
heard.  It  came  from  to  windward,  too,  and  abeam  I  This 
was  proof  that  the  ship  was  actually  among  the  breakers  when 
Mark  hauled  up,  and  that  she  was  now  passing  a  danger  to  lee- 
ward, that  she  must  have  previously  gone  by,  in  running  down 
on  her  course.  The  captain,  without  waiting  to  consult  with 
his  cool  and  clear-headed  young  mate,  now  shouted  for  all 
hands  to  be  called,  and  to  **  stand  by  to  ware  ship."  These 
orders  came  out  so  fast,  and  in  so  peremptory  a  manner,  that 
remonstrance  was  out  of  the  question,  and  Mark  set  himself  at 
work  to  obey  them,  in  good  earnest.  He  would  have  tacked 
in  preference  to  waring,  and  it  would  have  been  much  wiser  to 
do  so ;  but  it  was  clearly  expedient  to  get  the  ship  on  the 
other  tack,  and  he  lent  all  his  present  exertions  to  the  attain- 
ment of  that  object.  Waring  is  much  easier  done  than  tack- 
ing, certainly ;  when  it  does  not  blow  too  fresh,  and  there  is 
not  a  dangerous  sea  on,  no  nautical  manoeuvre  can  be  more 
readily  effected,  though  room  is  absolutely  necessary  to  its  suc- 
cess. This  room  was  now  wanting.  Just  as  the  ship  had  got 
dead  before  the  wind,  and  was  flying  away  to  leeward,  short  as 
was  the  sail  she  was  under,  the  atmosphere  seemed  to  be  sud- 
denly filled  with  a  strange  light,  the  sea  became  white  all 
around  them,  and  a  roar  of  tumbling  waters  arose,  that  resem- 
bled the  sound  of  a  small  cataract.  The  ship  was  evidently  in 
the  midst  of  breakers,  and  the  next  moment  she  struck  ! 

The  intense  darkness  of  the  night  added  to  the  horrors  of 
that  awful  moment.  Nevertheless,  the  effect  was  to  arouse  all 
that  there  was  of  manliness  and  seamanship  in  Captain  Crutch- 
ely,  who,  from  that  instant,  appeared  to  be  himself  again.  His 
orders  were  issued  coolly,  clearly,  and  promptly,  and  they  were 
obeyed  as  experienced  mariners  will  work  at  an  instant  like 
that  The  sails  were  all  clewed  up,  and  the  heaviest  of  them 
were  fiirled.  Hillson  was  ordered  to  clear  away  an  anchor, 
3 
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while  Mark  wns  attcni-Uag  to  the  canvss.  In  tba  mean  time, 
the  captaiu  watthed  the  moTementa  of  the  ship.  lie  bad 
dropped  a  lead  alijngside,  aud  by  thut  he  aar^ertaiued  tbat  they 
were  Htill  beating  ahead.  The  thumps  were  not  very  hard,  and 
the  white  water  was  soon  h^ft  ast^ni,  none  having  washed  on 
deck.  All  this  was  so  much  proof  that  the  place  on  which  they 
had  strack  must  have  had  nearly  water  enough  to  float  the  vessel 
—a  &«:t  thut  the  lead  itself  corroborated.  Fifteen  feet  aft  was  all 
the  liancocus  wanted,  Id  her  actual  trim,  sod  the  lead  Hboncd  a 
good  three  fathoms,  at  times.  It  was  when  the  ship  settled  in 
the  troughs  of  the  sea  that  she  felt  the  bottom.  Satisfied  that 
his  vessel  was  likely  to  beat  over  the  present  diffieulty,  Captain 
Crutchely  now  gave  all  his  attention  to  getting  her  anchored  aa 
near  the  reef,  and  to  leeward  of  it,  as  possible.  The  instant  she 
went  clear— a  result  he  now  expected  every  moment — he  was 
dcterraincil  to  drop  one  of  his  bower  anchors,  and  wait  for  day- 
liglit,  before  he  took  any  further  steps  to  estricate  himself  from 
the  danger  by  which  he  was  surrounded. 

On  the  forecastle  the  work  went  on  badly,  and  thither  Cap- 
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from  the   anchor«tock,  and  carried  away  to  leeward,  in  the 
midst  of  the  darkness  of  that  midnight  hour. 

Mark  was  soon  apprised  of  the  change  that  had  occurred,  and 
of  the  heavy  responsibility  that  now  rested  on  his  young 
shoulders.  A  feeling  of  horror  and  of  regret  came  over  him,  at 
first;  but,  understanding  the  necessity  of  self-command,  he 
aroused  himself  at  once  to  do  his  duty,  and  gave  his  orders 
coolly  and  with  judgment.  The  first  step  was  to  endeavor  to 
save  the  captain.  The  jolly-boat  was  lowered,  and  six  men  got 
into  it,  and  passed  ahead  of  the  ship,  with  this  benevolent  de- 
sign. Mark  stood  on  the  bowsprit,  and  saw  them  shoot  past 
the  bows  of  the  vessel,  and  then,  almost  immediately,  become 
lost  to  view  in  the  gloomy  darkness  of  the  terrible  scene.  The 
men  never  reappeared — a  common  and  unknown  fate  thus 
sweeping  away  Captain  Crutchely  and  six  of  his  best  men,  and 
all,  as  it  might  be,  in  a  single  instant  of  time  ! 

Notwithstanding  these  sudden  and  alarming  losses,  the  work 
went  on.  Hillson  seemed  suddenly  to  become  conscious  of  the 
necessity  of  exertion,  and  by  giving  his  utmost  attention  to 
hoisting  out  the  launch,  that  boat  was  got  safely  into  the  water. 
By  this  time  the  ship  had  beaten  so  far  over  the  reef,  as  scarcely 
to  touch  at  all,  and  Mark  had  every  thing  ready  for  letting  go 
his  anchors,  the  instant  he  had  reason  to  believe  she  was  in 
water  deep  enough  to  float  her.  The  thumps  grew  lighter  and 
lighter ;  and  the  lead-line  showed  a  considerable  drift ;  so  much 
so,  indeed,  as  to  require  its  being  hauled  in  and  cast  anew  every 
minute.  Under  all  the  circumstances,  Mark  expected,  each  in- 
stant, to  find  himself  in  four  fathoms'  water,  and  he  intended  to 
let  go  the  anchor  the  moment  he  was  assured  of  that  fact.  In 
the  mean  time,  he  ordered  the  carpenter  to  sound  the  pumps. 
This  waa  done,  and  the  ship  was  reported  with  only  the  cus- 
tomary quantity  of  water  in  the  well.  As  yet,  her  bottom  was 
not  injured,  materially  at  le&st. 

While  Mark  stood  vnth  the  lead-line  in  his  hand,  anxiously 
watching  the  drift  of  the  vessel  and  the  depth  of  water,  Hillson 
was  employed  in  placing  provisions  in  the  launch.     There  waa 


a  ginall  amount  of  specie  in  tlie  cabin,  and  this,  too,  was  trans* 
feired  to  tlie  launch  ;  every  thintj  of  that  sort  being  done  with- 
ont  Mark's  kuowledge,  and  by  the  second  mate's  order*.  The 
former  was  on  the  forecastle,  waiting  the  proper  moment  to 
anchor ;  while  all  of  the  after-part  of  the  ship  was  at  the  mercy 
of  the  second  mate,  iind  a  gong  of  the  people,  whom  that  otEcer 
had  gathered  around  him. 

At  length  Mark  found,  to  bis  great  delight,  that  there  were 
four  good  fathoms  of  water  under  the  ship's  bows,  though  she 
still  hung  abaft,  lie  nscertaiocd  this  fact  by  means  of  Bob 
Bctts,  wliicli  true-hearted  tar  stood  by  him,  with  a  lantern,  by 
swinging  which  low  enough,  the  marks  were  seen  on  the  lead- 
line. Foot  hy  foot  the  ship  now  surged  ahead,  the  seas  being 
so  much  reduced  in  si«e  and  power,  hy  the  manner  in  which 
'hey  had  been  broken  to  windward,  as  not  to  lift  the  vessel 
miTO  than  an  inch  or  two  at  a  time.  After  wailing  patiently  a 
cjiiarter  of  an  hour,  Mark  beliosed  that  the  proper  time  Imd 
I'ome,  and  he   gave   the  order  to  "lot   run."     The   seaman 
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gloom  of  night.  Even  then  Mark  was  by  no  means  conscious 
of  the  extent  of  the  calamity  that  had  befallen  him.  It  was 
only  when  he  had  visited  cabin,  steerage,  and  forecastle,  and 
called  the  crew  over  by  name,  that  he  reached  the  grave  fact 
that  there  was  no  one  left  on  board  the  Rancocus  but  Bob  Betts 
and  himself  I 

As  Mark  did  not  know  what  land  was  to  be  found  to  lee- 
ward, he  naturally  enough  hoped  and  expected  that  the  people 
in  both  boats  might  reach  the  shore,  and  be  recovered  in  the 
morning ;  but  he  had  little  expectation  of  ever  seeing  Captain 
Crutchely  again.  The  circumstances,  however,  afforded  him 
little  time  to  reflect  on  these  things,  and  he  gave  his  whole 
attention,  for  the  moment,  to  the  preservation  of  the  ship. 
Fortunately,  the  anchor  held,  and  as  the  wind,  which  had  never 
blown  very  heavily,  sensibly  began  to  lessen,  Mark  was  sanguine 
in  the  belief  it  would  continue  to  hold.  Captain  Crutchely  had 
taken  the  precaution  to  have  the  cable  bitted  at  a  short  range, 
with  a  view  to  keep  it,  as  much  as  possible,  off  the  bottom  ; 
coral  being  known  to  cut  the  hempen  cables  that  were  alto- 
gether in  use,  in  that  day,  almost  as  readily  as  axes.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  bit  of  foresight,  the  Rancocus  lay  at  a  distance 
of  less  than  forty  fathoms  from  her  anchor,  which  Mark  knew 
had  been  dropped  in  four  fathoms  water.  He  now  sounded 
abreast  of  the  main-mast,  and  ascertained  that  the  ship  itself 
was  in  nine  fathoms.  This  was  cheering  intelligence,  and  when 
Bob  Betts  heard  it,  he  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  all  might  yet 
go  well  with  them,  could  they  only  recover  the  six  men  who 
had  gone  to  leeward  in  the  jolly-boat  The  launch  had  earned 
off  nine  of  their  crew,  which,  previously  to  this  night,  had 
consisted  of  nineteen,  all  told.  This  suggestion  relieved  Mark's 
mind  of  a  load  of  care,  and  he  lent  himself  to  the  measures  nec- 
essary to  the  continued  safety  of  the  vessel,  with  renewed  ani- 
mation and  vigor. 

The  pump-well  was  once  more  sounded,  and  found  to  be 

nearly  empty.  Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  bottom  on  which 
they  had  struck,  the  lightness  of  the  thumps,  or  the  strength  of 


the  ship  herself,  it  was  clear  that  the  vessel  had  thus  far  escaped 
without  any  material  injury.  Fur  tills  advantage  Murk  vim 
deeply  grstt'ful,  and  could  he  only  recover  four  or  fise  of  the 
people,  and  find  hia  way  out  into  open  water,  ho  might  hope  to 
live  again  to  sec  America,  and  to  be  reunited  to  hia  yombful 
and  charmiDg  bride. 

The  weatht-r  continued  to  grow  more  and  more  moderate, 
and  BOmc  lime  before  the  day  returned  the  clouds  broke  away, 
the  drizzle  ceased,  and  a  permanent  change  was  to  be  eipeeted. 
Mark  now  found  new  groond  for  apprehensions,  even  in  these 
favorable  circurostanoeB,  He  sapposed  that  the  ship  mu?I  feel 
the  iufluejice  of  the  tides,  bo  near  the  land,  and  was  afraid  she 
might  tail  the  other  way,  and  thus  be  brought  again  over  the 
reef.  In  order  to  obviate  this  difficulty,  he  and  Bob  set  to 
work  to  get  another  cable  bent,  and  another  anchor  clear  for 
letting  go.  As  all  our  readers  may  not  be  familiar  with  ships, 
it  may  be  well  to  say  that  vessels,  as  soon  as  they  quit  a  coast 
on  a  long  voyage,  unbend  their  cables  and  send  them  all  below. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

*  Deep  in  the  wave  is  a  coral  grove, 
Where  the  pnrplo  mullet  and  (f^ld-flsh  rove, 
Where  the  aea-flowcr  spreads  Its  leaves  of  blue, 
That  never  are  wet  with  falling  dew, 
Bat  in  bright  and  changeful  beaaty  shine, 
Fur  down  in  the  green  and  grassy  brine.'^ 

PUOXVAL. 

Our  young  mate  and  his  sole  assistant,  Bob  Betts,  had  set 
about  their  work  on  the  stream-cable  and  anchor,  the  lightest 
and  most  manageable  of  all  the  ground-tackle  in  the  vessel. 
Both  were  strong  and  active,  and  both  were  expert  in  the  use 
of  blocks,  purchases,  and  handspikes ;  but  the  day  was  seen 
lighting  the  eastern  sky,  and  the  anchor  was  barely  off  the  gun- 
wale, and  ready  to  be  stoppered.  In  the  meanwhile  the  ship  still 
tended  in  the  right  direction,  the  wind  had  moderated  to  a  mere 
royal-breeze,  and  the  sea  had  so  far  gone  down  as  nearly  to  leave 
the  vessel  without  motion.  As  soon  as  perfectly  convinced  of 
the  existence  of  this  favorable  state  of  things,  and  of  its  being 
likely  to  last,  Mark  ceased  to  work,  in  order  to  wait  for  day, 
telling  Bob  to  discontinue  his  exertions  also.  It  was  fully  time, 
for  both  of  those  vigorous  and  strong-handed  men  were  thor- 
oughly fatigued  with  the  toil  of  that  eventful  morning. 

The  reader  may  easily  imagine  with  what  impatience  our  two 
mariners  waited  the  slow  return  of  light.  Each  minute  seemed 
an  hour,  and  it  appeared  to  them  as  if  the  night  was  to  last  for- 
ever. But  the  earth  performed  its  usual  revolution,  and,  by 
degrees,  sufficient  light  was  obtained  to  enable  Mark  and  Bob 
to  examine  the  state  of  things  around  them.  In  order  to  do 
this  the  better,  each  went  into  a  top,  looking  abroad  from  those 


I,  tbe  different  poinU  of  the 
en.  Murk  went 
H-top.  The  djs- 
la  no  difficulty  in 
8  DStural  enough 
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elevations  on  tbe  face  of  the 
reef,  und  all  that  was  then  and  there  to  be  » 
up  forward,  while  Bob  ascended  into  the  ma 
tHuec  between  them  was  so  eniail,  that  there  w 
conversing,  which  tliey  continued  to  do,  as  w; 
to  men  in  their  situation. 

The  first  look  that  each  of  our  marinerB  bestowed,  after  "he 
was  in  hia  top,  was  to  leeward,  which  being  to  the  westward, 
was  of  course  yet  in  the  darketit  point  of  the  horizon.  They 
expected  to  ohljiJn  a  sight  of  at  least  one  island,  and  that  quite 
near  to  them,  if  not  of  a  group.  But  no  hind  appeared  !  It 
IB  true,  that  it  was  still  too  dark  to  be  certain  of  a  fact  of  this 
sort,  though  Mark  felt  quite  assured  that  if  land  was  finally 
Been,  it  must  be  of  no  great  extent,  and  quite  low.  He  called 
to  Bob,  to  ascertain  what  he  thought  of  appearances  to  leeward, 
his  rcpututiou  as  a  look-out  being  so  great. 

"  Wmt  n  few  minutes,  sir,  till  we  get  a  bit  more  day,"  an- 
SH'ered  hin  companion.     "  There  is  a  look  on  the  water,  abont 
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hidden  danger.  Many  of  the  rocks,  however,  lay  so  low,  that 
the  heavy,  sluggish  rollers  that  came  undulating  along,  scarce 
did  more  than  show  faint,  feathery  lines  of  white,  to  indicate 
the  character  of  the  places  across  which  they  were  passing. 
Such  was  now  the  case  with  the  reef  over  which  the  ship  had 
beaten,  the  position  of  which  could  hardly  have  been  ascer- 
tained, or  its  danger  discovered,  at  the  distance  of  half  a  mile. 
Others,  again,  were  of  a  very  different  character,  the  water  still 
tumbling  about  them  like  so  many  little  cataracts.  This  variety 
was  owing  to  the  greater  depth  at  which  some  of  the  rocks  lay 
than  others. 

As  to  the  number  of  the  reefe,  and  the  difficulty  in  getting 
through  them.  Bob  was  right  enough.  It  often  happens  that 
there  is  an  inner  and  an  outer  reef  to  the  islands  of  the  Pacific, 
particularly  to  those  of  coral  formation ;  but  Mark  began  to 
doubt  whether  there  was  any  coral  at  all  in  the  place  where  the 
Rancocus  lay,  in  consequence  of  the  entire  want  of  regularity 
in  the  position  of  these  very  breakers.  They  were  visible  in 
all  directions  ;  not  in  continuous  lines,  but  in  detached  parts ; 
one  lying  within  another,  as  Bob  had  expressed  it,  until  the 
eye  could  not  reach  their  outer  limits.  How  the  ship  had  got 
so  completely  involved  within  their  dangerous  embraces,  with- 
out going  to  pieces  on  a  dozen  of  the  reefs,  was  to  him  matter 
of  wonder ;  though  it  sometimes  happens  at  sea,  that  dangers 
are  thus  safely  passed  in  darkness  and  fog,  that  no  man  would 
be  bold  enough  to  encounter  in  broad  daylight,  and  with  a  full 
consciousness  of  their  hazards.  Such,  then,  had  been  the  sort 
of  miracle  by  which  the  Rancocus  had  escaped ;  though  it 
was  no  more  easy  to  see  how  she  was  to  bo  got  out  of  her 
present  position,  than  it  was  to  see  how  she  had  got  into  it. 
Bob  was  the  first  to  make  a  remark  on  this  particular  part  of 
the  subject. 

**  It  will  need  a  reg'lar  branch  here,  Mr.   Mark,   to   carry 
the  old  Rancocus  clear  of  all  them  breakers,  to  sea  again," 
he  cried.     **  Our  Delaware  banks  is  just  so  many  fools  to  'em, 
airr 
3* 


"  It  is  a  most  serious  position  for  a  vessel  to  be  in,  Bob," 
answered  Mark,  sigliiiig^"  nor  do  1  see  how  we  are  ever  to 
get  clear  of  it,  even  aiiould  we  get  back  men  enough  to  haiiiile 
the  ship," 

"  Fni  quite  of  your  mind,  sir,"  answered  Bob,  taking  oat 
his  tobacco-box,  and  helpiog  himself  to  s  quid.  "  Nor  would 
I  be  at  all  surprised,  shoald  tbere  turn  out  to  be  a  bit  of  land 
to  leeward,  if  you  and  I  was  to  Robiiiaon  Crnsoe  it  for  the  rest 
of  our  diij'S,  My  good  mother  was  always  most  awarae  to  my 
following  the  BCiis  on  account  of  that  very  danger ;  most  ea- 
peciully  from  a  fear  of  the  savages  from   the  islands  round 

"We  wil!  look  for  our  boats,"  Mark  gravely  replied,  tho 
image  of  Bridget,  just  at  that  instant,  appearing  before  Iiis 
uiind  with  a  painful  dbtinclncss. 

Both  now  tnmed  tlieir  eyes  again  to  leeward,  the  first  direct 
rays  of  the  pun  beginning  to  illnmine  the  surface  of  the  ocean  in 
that  ijtiailer.      Something  like  a  mistr  cloud  had  been  settled  on 
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examioed  with  the  utmost  caro.  Aided  by  the  glass,  and  his 
elevation,  he  got  a  tolerable  view  of  the  spot,  which  certainly 
promised  as  little  in  the  way  of  supplies  as  any  other  bit  of 
naked  reef  he  had  ever  seen.  The  distance,  however,  was  so 
great  as  to  prevent  his  obtaining  any  certain  information  on 
that  point  One  thing,  however,  he  did  ascertain,  as  he  feared, 
with  considerable  accuracy.  After  passing  the  glass  along  the 
whole  of  that  naked  rock,  he  could  see  nothing  on  it  in  motion. 
Of  birds,  there  were  a  good  many ;  more,  indeed,  thau  from 
the  extent  of  the  visible  reef  he  might  have  expected  ;  but  no 
signs  of  man  could  be  discovered.  As  the  ocean,  in  all  direc- 
tions, was  swept  by  the  glass,  and  this  single  fragment  of  a  reef, 
which  was  less  than  a  mile  in  length,  was  the  only  thing  that 
even  resembled  land,  the  melancholy  conviction  began  to  force 
itself  on  Mark  and  Bob,  that  all  their  shipmates  had  perished  I 
They  might  have  perished  in  one  of  several  ways ;  as  the  naked 
reef  did  not  lie  precisely  to  leeward  of  the  ship,  the  boats  might 
have  driven  by  it,  in  the  deep  darkness  of  the  past  night,  and 
gone  far  away  out  of  sight  of  the  spot  where  they  had  left  the 
vessel,  long  ere  the  return  of  day.  There  was  just  the  possibili- 
ty that  the  spars  of  the  ship  might  be  seen  by  the  wanderers,  if 
they  were  still  living,  and  the  faint  hope  of  their  regaining  the 
vessel,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  by  means  of  their  oars.  It 
was,  however,  more  probable  that  the  boats  had  capsized  in 
some  of  the  numerous  fragments  of  breakers,  that  were  visible 
even  in  the  present  calm  condition  of  the  ocean,  and  that  all  in 
them  had  been  drowned.  The  best  swimmer  must  have  hope- 
lessly perished,  in  such  a  situation,  and  in  such  a  night,  unless 
carried  by  a  providential  interference  to  the  naked  rock  to  lee- 
ward. That  no  one  was  living  on  that  reef,  the  glass  pretty 
plainly  proved. 

Mark  and  Bob  Betts  descended  to  the  deck,  after  passing  a 
long  time  aloft  making  their  observations.  Both  were  pretty 
well  assured  that  their  situation  was  almost  desperate,  though 
each  was  too  resolute,  and  too  thoroughly  imbued  with  the 
spirit  of  a  seaman,  to  give  up  while  there  was  the  smallest 


shaJow  of  hope.  As  it  was  now  getting  past  the  usual  break- 
fast hour,  BOmo  cold  meat  was  got  out,  and,  for  the  first  time 
since  Mark  wan  Iranaferred  to  the  cabin,  tlicy  siit  down  on  the 
windlasa  and  ate  the  meal  together.  A  little,  however,  satisfied 
iui<u  in  their  situation  ;  Bub  Betts  fairly  owutng  that  he  had  no 
appetite,  though  bo  notoriouH  iit  the  ship's  beef  and  a  biscuit,  as 
to  be  oftcD  the  subject  of  his  mcasmates'  jokes.  That  morning 
even  he  could  eat  but  little,  though  both  fett  it  to  be  a  duty 
the;  owed  to  themselves  to  take  enough  to  sustain  nature.  It 
was  while  these  two  forlorn  and  desolate  mariners  sat  there  on 
the  windlass,  picking,  as  it  might  be,  morsel  by  morsel,  that 
they  first  entered  into  a  full  and  frank  communication  with 
each  other,  touching  the  realities  of  their  present  situation. 
After  a  good  deal  had  passed  between  them,  Mark  suddenly 

"Do  jou  think  it  possible,  Bob,  for  as  two  to  take  care  of 
the  ship,  should  we  even  amnage  to  get  her  into  deep  wotfli 
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Captain  Cnitcbely  alive  and  back  at  his  post,  and  all  hands  just 
as  they  was  this  time  twenty-four  hours  since,  and  the  ship 
where  she  is  now,  that  here  she  would  have  to  stay.  Nothing 
short  of  kedging  can  ever  take  the  wessel  clear  of  the  reefs  to 
windward  on  us,  and  man-of-war  kedging  could  hardly  do  it, 
then." 

*'  I  am  sorry  to  hear  you  say  this,"  answered  Mark,  gloomily, 
'*  though  I  feared  as  much  myselfl" 

'*  Men  is  men,  sir,  and  you  can  get  no  more  out  on  'em  than 
is  in  'em.  I  looked  well  at  these  reefs,  sir,  when  aloft,  and 
they're  what  I  call  as  hopeless  affairs  as  ever  1  laid  eyes  on.  If 
they  lay  in  any  sort  of  way,  a  body  might  have  some  little 
chance  of  getting  through  'era,  but  they  don't  lay,  no  how. 
'Twould  be  *  luff'  and  *  keep  her  away'  every  half  minute  or 
so,  should  we  attempt  to  beat  up  among  'em ;  and  who  is  there 
aboard  her  to  brace  up,  and  haul  aft,  and  ease  off,  and  to  swing 
yards  sich  as  our'n  ?'' 

"  I  was  not  altogether  without  the  hope,  Bob,  of  getting  the 
ship  into  clear  water ;  though  I  have,  thought  it  would  be  done 
with  difficulty.  I  am  still  of  opinion  we  had  better  try  it,  for 
the  alternative  is  a  very  serious  matter." 

*'  I  don't  exactly  understand  what  you  mean  by  attorn ey- 
tives,  Mr.  Mark ;  though  it's  little  harm,  or  little  good  that  any 
attorney  can  do  the  old  'Cocus,  now  !  But,  as  for  getting  this 
craft  through  them  reefs,  to  windward,  and  into  clear  water,  it 
surpasses  the  power  of  man.  Did  you  just  notice  the  tide- 
ripples,  Mr.  Mark,  when  you  was  up  in  the  cross-trees  ?" 

*'  I  saw  them.  Bob,  and  am  fully  aware  of  the  difficulty  of 
running  as  large  a  vessel  as  this  among  them,  even  with  a  full 
crew.  But  what  will  become  of  us,  unless  we  get  the  ship  into 
open  water  ?" 

**  Sure  enough,  sir.  I  see  no  other  hope  for  us,  Mr.  Mark, 
but  to  Robinson  Crusoe  it  awhile,  until  our  times  come ;  or, 
till  the  Lord,  in  his  marcy,  shall  see  fit  to  have  us  picked  up." 

**  Robinson  Crusoe  it !"  repeated  Mark,  smiling  at  the  quaint- 
neas  of  Bob's  expression,  which  the  well-moaning  fellow  uttered 


in  all  siraplicity,  and  in  perfect  good  Taitli — "  where  are  we  to 
liiiJ  even  an  Dniahnblled  Islani],  on  which  to  dwell  after  the 
mode  of  Robinson  Crusoe  )" 

"  There's  a  bit  of  a  reef  to  leeward,  where  I  dare  Ray  a  man 
might  pick  up  a  living,  arter  a£ishLon,''  answered  Bob,  coolly  ; 
"  then,  here  is  the  ship." 

'*  And  how  long  would  a  hempen  cable  bold  the  ship  in  a 
place  like  this,  where  every  time  the  vessel  lifU  to  a  soa,  the 
clench  is  chafing  on  a  rockl  No,  no,  Bob — the  ship  cannot 
long  remain  where  ehe  in,  depend  on  that.  We  must  try  and 
pa.4s  down  to  leeward,  if  we  cannot  beat  the  ship  throu^^  the 
dangers  to  windward." 

"  Harbce,  Mr.  Mark  ;  I  thought  thb  matter  over  in  my  mind, 
while  we  was  aloft,  and  this  is  my  idea  as  to  what  is  best  to  be 
done,  for  a  start.  There's  the  dingui  on  the  poop,  in  as  good 
order  as  ever  a  boat  was.  She  will  easily  carry  two  on  ua,  and, 
on  a  pinch,  she  might  carry  half  a  dozen.  Now,  my  notion  ia 
to  get  the  dingui  into  the  water,  to  put  a  breaker  and  some 
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acquiesce  in  it.     Accordingly,  when  they  quitted  the  windlass, 
they  both  set  about  putting  this  project  in  execution. 

The  dingui  was  no  great  matter  of  a  boat,  and  they  had  not 
much  difficulty  in  getting  it  into  the  water.  First,  by  slinging,  it 
was  swayed  high  enough  to  clear  the  rail,  when  Bob  bore  it  over 
the  side,  and  Mark  lowered  away.  It  was  found  to  be  tight, 
Captain  Crutchely  having  kept  it  half  full  of  water  ever  since 
they  got  into  the  Pacific,  and  in  other  respects  it  was  in  good 
order.  It  was  even  provided  with  a  little  sail,  which  did  very 
well  before  the  wind.  While  Bob  saw  to  provisioning  the 
boat,  and  filling  its  breakers  with  fresh  water,  Mark  attended  to 
another  piece  of  duty  that  ho  conceived  to  be  of  the  last  im- 
portance. The  Rancocus  carried  several  guns — an  armament 
prepared  to  repel  the  savages  of  the  sandal-wood  islands,  and 
these  guns  were  all  mounted,  and  in  their  places.  There  were 
two  old>£Eishioned  sixes,  and  eight  twelve-pound  carronades. 
The  first  made  smart  reports,  when  properly  loaded.  Our 
young  mate  now  got  the  keys  of  the  magazine,  opened  it,  and 
brought  fi>rth  three  cartridges,  with  which  he  loaded  three  of 
the  guns.  These  gims  he  fired,  with  short  intervals  between 
them,  in  hopes  that  the  reports  would  be  carried  to  the  ears  of 
some  of  the  missing  people,  and  encourage  theru  to  make  every 
efibrt  to  return.  The  roar  of  artillery  sounded  strangely  enough 
in  the  midst  of  that  vast  solitude ;  and  Bob  Betts,  who  had 
often  been  in  action,  declared  that  he  was  much  affected  by  it. 
As  no  immediate  result  was  expected  from  the  firing  of  these 
guns,  Mark  had  no  sooner  discharged  them,  than  he  joined 
Betts,  who,  by  this  time,  had  every  thing  ready,  and  prepared 
to  quit  the  ship.  Before  ho  did  this,  however,  he  made  an 
anxious  and  careful  survey  of  the  weather,  it  being  all-impor- 
tant to  be  certain  no  change  in  this  respect  was  likely  to  occur 
in  his  absence.  All  the  omens  were  favorable,  and  Bob  report- 
ing for  the  third  time  that  every  thing  was  ready,  the  young 
man  went  over  the  side,  an<l  descended,  with  a  roluctiince  he 
could  not  conceal,  into  the  boat  Gertiinly,  it  was  no  trifling 
matter  for  men  in  the  situation  of  our  two  mariners,  to  leave 


n  [he  dingui.  Bob  let  go  hU 

Tho  breeze  was  light,  and 

laos  ao  certain  how  it  would 
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tbuir  vessel  all  alone,  to  bo  absent  for  a  large  portion  of  the  day. 
It  was  to  be  done,  however;  though  it  was  done  reluctantly, 
und  ijot  withutit  maoy  Diisgivings,  in  spite  of  the  favorable  Aigas 
in  the  atmosphere. 

Wlien  Mark  bad  taken  hbi  Heat  i' 
bold  of  tho  ship,  and  set  the 
fair  to  go,  though  it  was  by  u 
serve  tbeni  on  the  return.  Previously  to  qoilting  the  ship, 
Mark  bad  taken  a  good  look  at  the  breakers  to  leeward,  in 
order  to  have  eoine  general  notion  of  the  courso  beat  to  stoer, 
and  he  commenced  hia  little  voyage,  bat  entirely  without  a  plan 
for  his  own  government.  The  breakers  were  ijuite  as  numerous 
to  leeward  as  to  windward,  but  the  fact  of  there  being  so  many 
of  thera  made  smooth  wal«r  between  them.  A  boat,  or  a  ship, 
that  was  once  fairly  a  league  or  so  within  the  broken  line*  of 
rotks,  was  like  a  vesflel  embayed,  the  rollers  of  the  open  ocean 
expending  their  foroe  on  tho  outer  reefs,  and  coming  in  much 
reduced  in  size  and  power.      Still,  the  uneasy  ocean,  even  in  its 
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Mark  met  with  more  difficulty  than  he  hnd  anticipated  in 
keeping  the  dingui  out  of  the  breakers.  So  very  smooth  wa.s 
the  sort  of  bay  he  was  in — a  bay  by  means  of  the  reefs  to  wind- 
ward, though  no  rock  in  that  direction  rose  above  the  surface 
of  the  sea — bo  very  smooth,  then,  was  the  sort  of  bay  he  was 
in,  that  the  water  did  not  break,  in  many  places,  except  at  long 
intervals ;  and  then  only  when  a  roller  heavier  than  common 
found  its  way  in  from  the  outer  ocean.  As  a  consequence,  the 
breakers  that  did  suddenly  show  themselves  from  a  cause  like 
this,  were  the  heaviest  of  all,  and  the  little  dingui  would  have 
fared  badly  had  it  been  caught  on  a  reef,  at  the  precise  moment 
when  such  a  sea  tumbled  over  in  foam.  This  accident  was  very 
near  occurring  once  or  twice,  but  it  was  escaped,  more  by  prov- 
idential interference  than  by  any  care  or  skill  in  the  a<l ven- 
turers. 

It  is  very  easy  to  imagine  the  intense  interest  with  which  our 
two  mariners  drew  near  to  the  visible  reef.  Their  observations 
from  the  cross-trees  of  the  ship,  had  told  them  this  was  all  the 
land  anywhere  very  near  them,  and  if  they  did  not  find  their 
lost  shipmates  here,  they  ought  not  to  expect  to  find  them  at 
alL  Then  this  reef,  or  island,  was  of  vast  importance  in  other 
points  of  view.  It  might  become  their  future  home  ;  perhaps 
for  years,  possibly  for  life.  The  appearances  of  the  sunken 
reefe,  over  and  among  which  he  had  just  passed,  had  greatly 
shaken  Mark's  hope  of  ever  getting  the  ship  from  among  them, 
and  he  even  doubted  the  possibility  of  bringing  her  down,  be- 
fore the  wind,  to  the  place  where  he  was  then  going.  All 
these  considerations,  which  began  to  press  more  and  more 
painfully  on  his  mind,  each  foot  as  he  advanced,  served  to  in- 
crease the  intensity  of  the  interest  with  which  he  noted  every 
appearance  on,  or  about,  the  reef,  or  island,  that  he  was  now 
approaching.  Bob  had  less  feeling  on  the  subject.  He  had 
less  imagination,  and  foresaw  consequences  and  eflfects  less 
vividly  than  his  officer,  and  was  more  accustomed  to  the  vicis- 
situdes of  a  seaman's  life.  Then  he  had  left  no  virgin  bride  at 
home,  to  look  for  his  return  ;  and  had,  moreover,  made  up  his 
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mind  that  it  wna  the  will  of  Providence  that  he  and  Uark  were 

to  "Robinson  Crusoe  it"  awhile  on  "that  bit  of  a  reet" 
Whether  they  should  ever  be  reaeued  from  so  de.iol»te  a  plaee, 
was  a  point  on  which  he  had  not  yet  begun  to  ponder. 

The  appearances  were  any  thing  bnt  encouraging,  as  the  din- 
gui  drew  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  naked  part  of  the  reef.  The 
opinions  formed  of  this  place,  by  the  examination  made  from 
the  cross-trees,  tamed  out  to  be  tolerably  accurate,  in  aeveral 
partienlara.  It  was  just  about  a  mile  in  length,  while  its  breadth 
varied  from  half  a  mile  to  less  than  an  eighth  of  a  mile.  On 
its  shore*,  the  rock  along  most  of  the  reef  rose  but  a  very  few 
feet  above  the  surfece  of  the  water,  though  at  its  eastern,  or  the 
weather  extremity,  it  might  have  been  of  more  than  twice  the 
usual  height ;  its  length  lay  nearly  east  and  west  In  the  cen- 
tre of  this  island,  however,  there  was  a  aingnlar  formation  of 
the  rock,  which  appeared  to  rise  to  an  elevation  of  something 
like  sixty  or  eighty  feet,  making  a  sort  of  a  regular  circular 
'  thiit  height,  which  oernpied  no  smalt  part  of  the 
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was  obliged  to  pass  roand  one  end  of  this  last-named  reef, 
where  there  was  deep  water,  and  then  to  haul  its  wind  a  little 
in  order  to  reach  the  shore. 

It  would  be  difBcult  to  describe  the  sensations  with  which 
Mark  first  landed.  In  approaching  the  place,  both  he  and  Bob 
had  strained  their  eyes  in  the  hope  of  seeing  some  proof  that 
their  shipmates  had  been  there ;  but  no  discovery  rewarded 
their  search.  Nothing  was  seen,  on  or  about  the  island,  to  fur- 
nish the  smallest  evidence  that  either  of  the  boats  had  touched  it. 
Mark  found  that  he  was  treading  on  naked  rock  when  he  had 
landed,  though  the  surface  was  tolerably  smooth.  The  rock 
itself  was  of  a  sort  to  which  he  was  unaccustomed ;  and  he  be- 
gan to  suspect,  what,  in  truth,  turned  out  on  further  investiga- 
tion to  be  the  fact,  that  instead  of  being  on  a  reef  of  coral,  he 
was  on  one  of  purely  volcanic  origin.  The  utter  nakedness  of 
the  rock  both  surprised  and  grieved  him.  On  the  reefs,  in 
every  direction,  considerable  quantities  of  sea-weed  had  lodged, 
temporarily  at  least ;  but  none  of  it  appeared  to  have  found  its 
way  to  this  particular  place.  Nakedness  and  dreariness  were 
the  two  words  which  best  described  that  island  ;  the  only  inter- 
ruption to  its  solitude  and  desolation  being  occasioned  by 
the  birds,  which  now  came  screaming  and  flying  above  the 
heads  of  the  intruders,  showing,  both  by  their  boldness  and 
their  cries,  that  they  were  totally  unacquainted  with  men. 

The  mound,  in  the  centro  of  the  reef,  was  an  object  too  con- 
spicuous to  escape  attention,  and  our  adventurers  approached  it 
at  once,  with  the  expectation  of  getting  a  better  look-out  from 
its  summit,  than  that  they  had  on  the  lower  level  of  the  surface 
of  the  ordinary  reef.  Thither,  then,  they  proceeded,  accompa- 
nied by  a  large  flight  of  the  birds.  Neither  Mark  nor  Bob, 
however,  had  neglected  to  turn  his  eyes  toward  the  now  distant 
ship,  which  was  apparently  riding  at  its  anchor,  in  exactly  the 
condition  in  which  it  had  been  left,  half  an  hour  before.  In 
that  quarter  all  seemed  right,  and  Mark  led  the  way  to  the 
mount,  with  active  and  eager  stcp:^. 

On  reaching  the  foot  of  this  singular  elevation,  our  adven- 


turers  found  it  would  not  be  so  oasy  a  matter 
fancied,  to  nsccnd  it.     Unlike  the  rest  of  the 
had  yet  seen,  it  Hppeared  to  be  composed  of 
and  this 


Uiey  liail 
if  which  they 
ibling  rock, 
Binootb  and  pcrpendiculur  as  to  render  it  extremely 
difHcult  to  get  up.  A  place  was  found  at  length,  however,  and. 
by  lending  eueh  other  a  hitnd,  Mark  and  Bob  finally  got  on  the 
Kiimiuit  Here  a  surpri-'te  waa  ready  for  them,  that  drew  an  ex~ 
clatnation  from  each,  the  instant  the  sight  broke  upon  him. 
Instead  of  finding  an  elevated  bit  of  Uhle-rock,  lu  bad  been  ex- 
pected, a  circubr  uavily  existed  within,  that  Mark  at  odimj  rec- 
ognized te  be  the  extinct  crater  of  a  volcano  !  After  the  first 
astonishment  was  over,  Mark  made  a  close  examination  of  the 
pl.ce. 

The  mound,  or  barrier  of  lava  and  ncorlw  that  compo^d  the 
outer  wall  of  this  crater,  was  almost  mathematically  circular. 
Its  inner  preiL'ipico  was,  in  most  places,  absolutely  perpendicular, 
though  overhanging  in  a  few ;  there  being  but  two  or  three 
spots  where  an  active  man  could  descend  in  safety.     The  sirea 
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bottom  of  the  crater,  toward  the  remote  part  of  the  plain. 
These  ashes  had  been  converted  by  time  into  a  soft,  or  friable 
rock,  composing  a  stone  that  is  called  tnfa.  If  there  had  ever 
been  a  cone  in  the  crater,  as  was  probably  the  case,  it  had 
totally  disappeared  nnder  the  action  of  time  and  the  wear  of  the 
seasons.  Rock,  however,  the  bed  of  the  crater  could  scarcely 
be  yet  considered,  though  it  had  a  crust  which  bore  the  weight 
of  a  man  very  readily,  in  nearly  every  part  of  it.  Once  or  twice 
Mark  broke  through,  as  one  would  fall  through  rotten  ice,  when 
he  found  his  shoes  covered  with  a  light  dust  that  much  resem- 
bled ashes.  In  other  places  he  broke  this  crust  on  purpose, 
always  finding  beneath  it  a  considerable  depth  of  ashes,  mingled 
with  some  shells,  and  a  few  small  stones. 

That  the  water  sometimes  flowed  into  this  crater  was  evident 
by  a  considerable  deposit  of  salt,  which  marked  the  limits  of 
the  latest  of  these  floods.  This  salt  had  probably  prevented 
vegetation.  The  water,  however,  never  could  have  entered 
from  the  sea,  had  not  the  lava  which  originally  made  the  outlet 
left  a  sort  of  channel  that  was  lower  than  the  surface  of  the 
outer  rocks.  It  might  be  nearer  to  the  real  character  of  the 
phenomenon  were  we  to  say,  that  the  lava  which  had  broken 
through  the  barrier  at  this  point,  and  tumbled  into  the  sea,  had 
not  quite  filled  the  channel  which  it  rather  found,  than  formed, 
when  it  ceased  to  flow.  Cooling  in  that  form,  an  irregular 
crevice  was  left,  through  which  the  element,  no  doubt,  still  oc- 
casionally entered,  when  the  adjacent  ocean  got  a  suflBcient  ele- 
vation. Mark  observed  that,  from  some  cause  or  other,  the  birds 
avoided  the  crater.  It  really  seemed  to  him  that  their  instincts 
warned  them  of  the  dangers  that  had  once  environed  the  place, 
and  that,  to  use  the  language  of  sailors,  "  they  gave  it  a  wide 
berth,"  in  consequence.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  cause, 
such  was  the  fact ;  few  even  flying  over  it,  though  they  were  to 
be  seen  in  hundreds,  in  the  air  all  round  it. 


IIavind  completed  this  first  exaiDination  of  tlie  crater,  Mark 

luii  Bob  neit  piokod  their  way  agsiu  to  the  sumrait  of  its  wall, 
iiid  took  their  seats  direetly  over  the  arch.  Here  they  eujoyed 
IS  gonil  a,  look-out  as  the  little  island  afforded,  not  only  of  ita 
iwn  surface,  but  of  the  surrounding  ocean,  iiaik  now  began 
o  comprehend  the  charaeter  of  the  singular  treological  forma- 
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the  ship,  ho  supposed  that  the  dangers  and  difficulties  of  the 
navigation  must  extend,  in  an  east  and  west  direction,  at  least 
twelve  marine  leagaes ;  while,  in  a  north  and  south,  the  distance 
seemed  to  be  a  little,  and  a  very  little  less.  There  was  neces- 
sarily a  good  deal  of  conjecture  in  this  estimate  of  the  ex- 
tent of  the  volcanic  mountain  which  composed  these  extensive 
shoals;  but,  from  what  he  saw,  from  the  distance  the  ship 
was  known  to  have  run  amid  the  dangers  before  she  brought 
up,  her  present  anchorage,  the  position  of  the  island,  and  all  the 
other  materials  before  him  to  make  his  calculation  on,  Mark  be- 
lieved  himself  rather  to  have  lessened  than  to  have  exaggerated 
the  extent  of  these  shoals.  Had  the  throes  of  the  earth,  which 
produced  this  submerged  rock,  been  a  little  more  powerful,  a 
beautiful  and  fertile  island,  of  very  respectable  dimensions, 
would  probably  have  been  formed  in  its  place. 

From  the  time  of  reaching  the  reef,  which  is  now  to  bear 
his  name  in  all  future  time,  our  young  seaman  had  be;2:un  to 
admit  the  bitter  possibility  of  being  compelled  to  pass  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days  on  it.  How  long  he  and  his  companion 
could  find  the  means  of  subsistence  in  a  place  so  barren,  was 
merely  matter  of  conjecture ;  but  so  long  as  Providence  should 
furnish  these  means,  was  it  highly  probable  that  solitary  and 
little-favored  spot  was  to  be  their  home.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
state  with  what  bitter  regrets  the  young  bridegroom  admitted 
this  painful  idea;  but  Mark  was  too  manly  and  resolute  to 
abandon  himself  to  despair,  even  at  such  a  moment.  He  kept 
his  sorrows  pent  up  in  the  repository  of  his  own  bosom,  and 
endeavored  to  imitate  the  calm  exterior  of  his  companion.  As 
for  Bob,  he  was  a  good  deal  of  a  philosopher  by  nature  ;  and, 
having  made  up  his  mind  that  they  were  doomed  to  *^  Robinson 
Crusoe  it,"  for  a  few  years  at  least,  he  was  already  turning  over 
in  his  thoughts  the  means  of  doing  so  to  the  best  advantage. 
Under  such  circumstances,  and  with  such  feelings,  it  is  not  at 
all  surprising  that  their  present  situation  and  their  future  pros- 
pects soon  became  the  subject  of  discourse,  between  these  two 
solitary  seamen. 


73  thbcbatbb: 

"  Wo  Rre  fairlj-  in  for  it,  Mr.  Mark,"  said  Bob,  "  and  differ 
from  RobiDson  only  in  the  fact  that  there  are  two  of  ns ;  where- 
as he  was  obliged  to  tiet  up  for  himself,  and  bj  himsolf,  until  lie 
fell  in  with  Friday  !" 

"  I  wish  I  coTild  say  Ihal  was  the  only  difference  in  oar  coa- 
ditiona.  Belts,  but  it  ia  very  far  from  being  ao.  In  the  first 
place  he  had  an  island,  while  we  have  little  more  than  a  reef; 
he  had  soil,  while  we  have  naked  rock  ;  he  had  (reah  water, 
and  we  have  none;  he  had  trees,  while  we  have  not  even  a 
spenr  of  grass.  All  these  circumstances  make  out  a  case  most 
desperately  against  us." 

"  You  speak  truth,  sir ;  yet  is  there  light  ahead.  We  have 
a  ship,  sound  and  tight  as  the  day  she  sailed  ;  while  Robinson 
lost  his  craft  under  his  feet,  Aa  long  aa  there  la  a  plank  afloat, 
a  true  salt  never  gives  up." 

"  Ay,  Bob,  I  feel  that,  aa  strongly  as  you  can  yourself;  nor 
do  I  mean  to  give  up,  ao  long  aa  there  ia  reason  to  think  God 
has  not  entirely  deserted  as.      But  that  ship  is  of  no  ase,  in 
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that  jon  have  not  mentioned,  and  to  which  we  must  look  for- 
ward as  our  best  hope  for  this  world.  She  may  be  broken  up 
by  us,  and  we  may  succeed  in  building  a  craft  large  enough  to 
navigate  these  mild  seas,  and  yet  small  enough  to  be  taken 
through,  or  over  the  reefs.  In  that  way,  favored  by  Divine 
Providence,  we  may  live  to  see  our  friends  again." 

**  Courage,  Mr.  Mark ;  courage,  sir.  I  know  it  must  be  hard 
on  the  feelings  of  a  married  man,  like  yourself,  that  has  left  a 
parfect  pictur'  behind  him,  to  believe  he  is  never  to  return  to 
his  home  again.  But  I  don't  believe  that  such  is  to  be  our 
fate.  I  never  heard  of  such  an  end  to  a  Crusoe  party.  Even 
Robinson,  himself,  got  off  at  last,  and  had  a  desperate  hard 
journey  of  it,  after  he  hauled  his  land-tacks  aboard.  I  like 
that  idee  of  the  new  craft  'specially  well,  and  will  lend  a  hand 
to  help  you  through  with  it  with  all  my  heart.  Fm  not  much 
of  a  carpenter,  it's  true ;  nor  do  I  suppose  you  are  any  thing 
wonderful  with  the  broad-axe  and  adze ;  but  two  willing  and 
stout  men,  who  has  got  their  lives  to  save,  can  turn  their  hands 
to  almost  any  thing.  For  my  part,  sir,  since  I  was  to  be 
wrecked  and  Robinson  it  awhile,  I'm  gratefully  thankful  that 
I've  got  you  for  a  companion,  that's  all !" 

Mark  smiled  at  this  oblique  compliment,  but  he  felt  well 
assured  that  Bob  meant  all  for  the  best.  After  a  short  pause, 
he  resumed  the  discourse  by  saying — 

"  I  have  been  thinking.  Bob,  of  the  possibility  of  getting  the 
ship  safely  down  as  far  as  this  island.  Could  we  but  place  her 
to  leeward  of  that  last  reef  off  the  weather  end  of  the  island, 
she  might  lie  there  years,  or  until  she  fell  to  pieces  by  decay. 
If  we  are  to  attempt  building  a  decked  boat,  or  any  thing  large 
enough  to  ride  out  a  gale  in,  we  shall  want  more  room  than 
the  ship's  decks  to  set  it  up  in.  Besides,  we  could  never  get  a 
craft  of  those  dimensions  off  the  ship's  decks,  and  must,  of 
necessity,  build  it  in  some  place  where  it  may  be  launched. 
Our  dingui  would  never  do  to  be  moving  backward  and  for- 
ward, so  great  a  distance,  for  it  will  carry  little  more  than  our- 
selves. All  things  considered,  therefore,  I  am  of  opinion  we 
4 
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can  i3o  uotLing  l>etter  to  begin  with,  than  to  try  to  get  the  »hip 
rlown  here,  where  we  have  room,  aDd  may  carty  out  our  plans 
lo  some  ailvantage." 

Bob  as!icn1cd  at  once  to  this  scheme,  and  aiiggegted  one  or 
two  iilcas  in  approbation  of  it,  tliat  wore  new  even  to  Mark, 
Thus,  it  was  evident  to  both,  that  if  the  ship  herself  wore  ever 
lo  get  clear  of  the  reef,  it  must  be  by  passing  oat  to  leeward  ; 
and  by  bringing  her  down  to  the  island  so  much  would  be 
giiined  on  the  imlispensable  course.  Thus,  added  Bob,  she 
might  bo  securely  moored  in  the  little  bay  lo  windward  of  the 
island ;  and,  in  the  course  of  time,  it  was  possible  that  by  a 
thorough  examination  of  the  channels  to  the  westw^ird,  and  by 
the  use  of  buoya,  a  passage  might  be  found,  after  all,  that  wonld 
cany  thcin  out  to  sea.  Mark  had  little  hope  of  ever  getting 
the  Rantocua  extricated  from  the  maze  of  rocks  into  which  she 
hrtd  so  blindly  entered,  and  where  she  probably  never  could 
have  conie  but  by  driving  over  some  of  them  ;  but  he  saw  many 
advantajres  in  this  plan  of  removing  the  ship,  that  increased  in 
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that  which  everybcMly  else  now  calls  Mark's  Reef.  Here  he  not 
only  found  abundance  of  water  for  all  he  wanted,  but,  to  his 
surprise,  he  also  found  a  sandy  bottom,  formed,  no  doubt,  by  the 
particles  washed  from  the  surrounding  rocks  under  the  never- 
ceasing  abrasion  of  the  waves.  On  the  submerged  reef  there 
were  only  a  few  inches  of  water,  and  our  mariners  saw  clearly 
that  it  was  possible  to  secure  the  ship  in  this  basin,  in  a  very 
effectual  manner,  could  they  only  have  a  suflBciency  of  good 
weather  in  which  to  do  it. 

After  surveying  the  basin,  itself,  with  sufficient  care.  Bob 
pulled  the  dingui  back  toward  the  ship,  Mark  sounding  as  they 
proceeded.  But  two  difficulties  were  found  between  the  points 
that  it  was  so  desirable  to  bring  in  communication  with  each 
other.  One  of  these  difficulties  consisted  in  a  passage  between 
two  lines  of  reef,  that  ran  nearly  parallel  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
and  which  were  only  half  a  cable' s-length  asunder.  There  was 
abundance  of  water  between  these  reefs,  but  the  difficulty  was 
in  the  course,  and  in  the  narrowness  of  the  passage.  Mark 
passed  through  the  latter  four  several  times,  sounding  it,  as  it 
might  be,  foot  by  foot,  and  examining  the  bottom  with  the 
eye ;  for,  in  that  pellucid  water,  with  the  sun  near  the  zenith, 
it  was  possible  to  see  two  or  three  fathoms  down,  and  nowhere 
did  he  find  any  other  obstacle  than  this  just  mentioned.  Nor 
was  any  buoy  necessary,  the  water  breaking  over  the  southern 
end  of  the  outer,  and  over  the  northern  end  of  the  inner  ledge, 
and  nowhere  else  near  by,  thus  distinctly  noting  the  very  two 
points  where  it  would  be  necessary  to  alter  the  course. 

The  second  obstacle  was  much  more  serious  than  that  just 
described.  It  was  a  reef  with  a  good  deal  of  water  over  most 
of  it ;  so  much,  indeed,  that  the  sea  did  not  break,  unless  in 
heavy  gales,  but  not  enough  to  carry  a  ship  like  the  Rancocus 
over,  except  in  one,  and  that  a  very  contracted  pass,  of  less  than 
a  hundred  feet  in  width.  This  channel  it  would  be  indispensa- 
bly necessary  to  buoy,  since  a  variation  from  the  true  coui*se 
of  otAj  a  few  fathoms,  would  infallibly  produce  the  loss  of  the 
ship.     All  the  rest  of  the  distance  was  easily  enough  made  by 
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a  TOkwl  stRodJDg  down,  by  umply  Uting  care  not  to  nm  into 

visible  breukcra. 

Mark  ajid  Bob  Jid  not  get  back  to  tbe  Raneocns  until  near 
three  o'clock.  They  found  every  thing  as  they  had  left  it,  :inJ 
the  pigs,  poultry,  and  goat,  glud  enough  to  ace  tkc-ui,  and  bo- 
ginuing  to  want  their  victuals  and  drink.  The  two  first  are  to 
be  found  on  board  of  every  nhip,  but  the  ioHt  is  not  quite  so 
usual.  CaptAin  Crutchcly  had  brought  one  along  to  supply  railk 
for  his  tea,  a  bevcrnge  that,  oddly  enough,  stJiod  Bccond  only 
to  grog  in  his  favot.  After  Bob  had  attended  to  tha  wants  of 
the  brute  animals,  he  and  Mark  again  sat  down  on  tho  windlass 
to  make  another  cold  repast  on  broken  meat — as  yet,  they  liad 
not  the  hearts  to  cook  any  thing.  As  soon  ae  this  homely  meal 
was  taken,  Mark  placed  a  couple  of  buoys  in  the  dingiii,  with 
the  pig-iron  that  was  necessary  to  anchor  them,  and  proceeded 
to  the  Bpot  on  the  reef  where  it  was  proposed  to  place  them. 

Our  mariners  were  quite  an  liour  in  searching  for  the  chan- 
nel, and  near  another  in  auclioring  the  buoys  in  a  way  to  render 
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out  where  she  then  lay.  Bob  submitted  to  this  decision  pre- 
cisely as  if  Mark  was  still  his  officer,  and  no  sooner  got  his  or- 
ders than  he  sprang  from  sail  to  sail,  and  rope  to  rope,  like  a 
cat  playing  among  the  branches  of  some  tree.  In  that  day 
spensers  were  unknown,  stay-sails  doing  their  duty.  Thus  Bob 
loosed  the  jib,  main-top-mast  and  mizen-stay-sails,  and  saw  the 
spanker  clear  for  setting.  While  he  was  thus  busied,  Mark  was 
looking  to  the  stopper  and  shank -painter  of  the  sheetranchor, 
which  had  been  got  ready  to  let  go  before  Captain  Crutchely 
was  lost.  He  even  succeeded  in  getting  that  heavy  piece  of 
metal  a  cock-bill,  without  calling  on  Bob  for  assistance. 

It  was,  indeed,  time  for  them  to  be  in  a  hurry ;  for  the  wind 
began  to  come  in  putfs,  the  sun  was  sinking  into  a  bank  of 
clouds,  and  all  along  the  horizon  to  windward  the  sky  looked 
dark  and  menacing.  Once  Mark  changed  his  mind,  determin- 
ing to  hold  on,  and  let  go  the  sheet-anchor  where  he  was,  should 
it  become  necessary ;  but  a  lull  tempted  him  to  proceed.  Bob 
shouted  out  that  all  was  ready,  and  Mark  lifted  the  axe  witk 
which  he  was  armed,  and  struck  a  heavy  blow  on  the  cable. 
That  settled  the  matter;  an  entire  strand  was  separated,  and 
three  or  four  more  blows  released  the  ship  from  her  anchor, 
Mark  now  sprang  to  the  jib-halliards,  assisting  Bob  to  hoist  the 
sail.  This  was  no  sooner  done  than  he  went  aft  to  the  wheel, 
where  he  arrived  in  time  to  help  the  ship  to  fall  off.  The  spank- 
er was  next  got  out  as  well  as  two  men  could  do  it  in  a  hurr}', 
and  then  Bob  went  forward  to  tend  the  jib-sheet,  and  to  look 
out  for  the  buoys. 

It  was  indispensable  in  such  a  navigation  to  make  no  mistake, 
and  Mark  enjoined  the  utmost  vigilance  on  his  friend.  Twenty 
times  did  he  hail  to  inquire  if  the  buoys  were  to  be  seen,  and 
at  last  he  was  gratified  by  an  answer  in  the  affirmative. 

**Keep  her  away,  Mr.  Mark — keep  her  away,  you  may,  sir; 
we  are  well  to  windward  of  the  channel.  Ay,  that'll  do,  Mr. 
Woolston — that's  your  beauty,  sir.  Can't  you  get  a  sight  of 
them  b'ys  yourself,  sir  ?" 

*^  Not  just  yet,  Bob,  and  so  much  the  greater  need  that  you 


should  look  oat  the  sharper.  Give  the  ship  plenty  of  room, 
aiii.)  I'll  let  her  ran  dowu  for  the  passage,  ei^uarc  for  l^o 
cbannel." 

Bub  now  run  aft,  tilling  the  mate  he  had  better  go  on  the 
forocaatlo  himseir  nn<l  conD  the  ship  throngh  the  passage,  which 
was  a  plaee  he  diU  not  like.  Mark  was  vexed  that  the  change 
should  be  made  just  at  that  critical  instant,  but,  boDnding  for- 
ward, ho  was  bL'twocn  the  knight-heads  in  half  a  uionte,  lookiug 
out  for  the  buoys.  At  first,  he  could  not  see  thein ;  and  then 
be  most  felt  the  imprudence  of  Bob's  quitting  hiii  post  in  such  a 
critical  instant.  In  another  minnte,  however,  he  found  one ; 
and  presently  the  other  came  in  sight,  fearfully  close,  as  it  now 
appeared  to  our  young  mariner,  to  its  neighbor.  The  poaitioa 
of  the  ship,  nevertheless,  was  sufficiently  to  windward,  leaving 
plenty  of  room  to  keep  off  in.  As  soon  aa  the  t^hip  was  far 
enough  ahead,  Mark  called  out  to  Bob  to  put  hia  helm  hard  up. 
Tills  wus  dune,  and  away  the  Bancocus  went,  Mark  watching  her 
witUlbe  utmostvigilance,  lest  she  should  sheer  a  little  too  mnch 
y  breathed  a 
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found  that  end.  He  was  now  half-way  between  his  former  an- 
chorage and  the  crater,  and  he  could  distinguish  the  latter 
quite  plainly.  But  sail  was  nocessiuy  to  carry  the  ship  safely 
through  the  channel  ahead,  and  Mark  called  to  Bob  to  lash  the 
hehn  amidships  after  luffing  up  to  his  course,  and  to  spring  to 
the  inain-top-mast  stay-sail  halliards,  and  help  him  to  hoist  the 
sail.  This  was  soon  done,  and  the  new  sail  was  got  up,  and  tho 
sheet  hauled  aft  Next  followed  the  mizcn  stay-sail,  which  was* 
spread  in  the  same  manner.  Bob  then  flew  to  the  wheel,  and 
Mark  to  his  knight-heads  again.  Contrary  to  Mark's  apprehen- 
sions, he  saw  that  the  ship  was  luffing  up  close  to  the  weather 
ledge,  leaving  little  danger  of  her  going  on  to  it.  As  soon  as 
met  by  the  helm,  however,  she  fell  off,  and  Mark  no  longer  had 
any  doubt  of  weathering  the  northern  end  of  the  inner  ledge  of 
this  passage.  The  wind  coming  in  fresher  puffs,  this  was  soon 
done,  when  the  ship  was  kept  dead  away  for  the  crater.  There 
was  the  northern  end  of  the  reef,  which  formed  the  inner  basin 
of  all,  to  double,  when  that  which  remained  to  do  was  merely  to 
range  far  enough  within  the  reef  to  get  a  cover,  and  to  drop  the 
anchor.  In  order  to  do  this  with  success,  Mark  now  com- 
menced hauling  down  the  jib.  By  the  time  he  had  that  sail  well 
in,  the  ship  was  off  the  end  of  the  sunken  reef,  when  Bob  pat 
his  helm  astarboard  and  rounded  it.  Down  came  the  main- 
top-mast stay -sail,  and  Mark  jumped  on  the  forecastle,  while  he 
called  out  to  Bob  to  lash  the  helm  alee.  In  an  instant.  Bob 
was  at  the  young  man's  side,  and  both  waited  for  the  ship  to 
luff  into  the  wind,  and  to  forge  as  near  as  possible  to  the  reef. 
This  was  successfully  done  also,  and  Mark  let  go  the  stopper 
within  twenty  feet  of  the  wall  of  the  sunken  reef,  just  as  the 
ship  began  to  drive  astern.  The  canvas  was  rolled  up  and  se- 
cured, the  cable  payed  out,  until  the  ship  lay  just  mid-channel 
between  the  island  and  the  sea  wall  without,  and  the  whole  se- 
cured. Then  Bob  took  off  his  tarpauling  and  gave  three  cheers, 
while  Mark  walked  aft,  silently  returning  thanks  to  God  for  the 
complete  success  of  this  important  movement 

Important,  most  truly,  was  this  change.     Not  only  was  the 


aliip  anchored,  with  her  heaviest  anchor  down,  and  her  best 
cttble  out,  ID  good  holding  ground,  and  in  a  basin  where  very 
little  swell  over  peiietrat-ed,  and  that  entering  laterally  and  dim- 
itiishml  iu  force  ;  but  there  she  was  within  a  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  of  the  inkud,  at  all  times  accessible  by  means  of  the 
dingui,  a  boat  that  it  would  not  do  to  trust  in  the  water  at  all 
outside  whuD  it  b!ew  in  the  least  fresh.  In  short,  it  was  acarce- 
jy  possible  to  have  a  vtisnol  in  a  safer  berth,  so  long  as  her 
epnrs  and  bull  were  exposed  to  the  gules  of  the  ocean,  or  one 
that  watt  more  convenient  to  those  who  used  the  island.  By 
getting  down  her  spars  and  other  hamper,  the  power  of  the 
winds  would  be  much  lessened,  though  M.irk  felt  little  appre- 
hension of  the  winds  at  thnt  season  of  the  year,  bo  long  an  the 
aea  conid  not  make  a  long  rako  against  tlie  vessel.  He  be- 
lieved the  ship  safe  fur  the  present,  and  felt  the  hope  of  still 
finding  a  passage  through  the  reef  to  leeward,  reviving  in  his 
breast 

Well  might  Mark  and  Bob  rejoice  in  the  great  feat  they  had 
just  performed.     That  night  it  blew  bo  heavily  as  to  leave 
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tered  by  this  change  of  position,  and  especially  did  he  see  a 
greater  distance  to  the  westward,  or  toward  the  lee  side  of  the 
ree&  Nothing  encouraging  was  made  ont,  however ;  the 
yoang  man  rather  inclining  more  to  the  opinion  than  he  had 
ever  done  before,  that  the  vessel  could  not  be  extricated  from 
the  rocks  which  surrounded  her.  With  this  conviction  strong- 
ly renewed,  he  descended  to  the  deck,  to  share  in  the  breakfast 
Bob  had  set  about  preparing,  the  moment  he  quitted  his  cat- 
tails; for  Bob  insisted  on  sleeping  in  the  forecastle,  though 
Mark  had  pressed  him  to  take  one  of  the  cabin  state-rooms. 
This  time  the  meal,  which  included  some  very  respectable 
ship^s  coffee,  was  taken  on  the  cabin-table ;  the  day  being 
cloudless,  and  the  sun's  rays  possessing  a  power  that  made  it 
unpleasant  to  sit  long  anywhere  out  of  a  shade.  While  the 
meal  was  taken,  another  conversation  was  held  touching  their 
situation. 

"  By  the  manner  in  which  it  blew  last  night,"  Mark  observed, 
**  I  doubt  if  we  should  have  had  this  comfortable  cabin  to  eat 
in  this  morning,  and  these  good  articles  to  consume,  had  we  left 
the  ship  outside  until  morning." 

**  I  look  upon  it  as  a  good  job  well  done,  Mr.  Mark,"  an- 
swered Bob.  **  I  must  own  I  had  no  great  hopes  of  our  ever 
getting  here,  but  was  willing  to  try  it ;  for  them  rollers  didn't 
mind  half  a  dozen  reefs,  but  came  tumbling  in  over  them,  in  a 
way  to  threaten  the  old  'Cocus  with  being  ground  into  powder. 
For  my  part,  sir,  I  thank  God,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart, 
that  we  arc  here." 

"You  have  reason  to  do  so,  Bob;  and  while  we  may  both 
regret  the  misfortune  that  has  befallen  us,  we  had  need  remem- 
ber how  much  better  off  we  are  than  our  shipmates,  poor  fel- 
lows 1 — or  how  much  better  we  are  off  than  many  a  poor 
mariner  who  loses  his  vessel  altogether." 

**  Yes,  the  saving  of  the  ship  is  a  great  thing  for  us.     We 

can  hardly  call  this  a  shipwreck,  Mr.  Mark,  though  we  have 

been  ashore  once  ;  it  is  more  like  being  docked,  than  any  thing 

elsel" 
4* 


"  I  have  hoard,  before,  of  vessels  being  carried  over  reeft, 
jtliJ  bare  of  rivers,  into  bertlis  tlicj  conld  not  quit,"  answered 
Mark.  "But  reflect  a  momcDt,  Bob,  iiow  much  better  our 
condition  i.%  than  if  wo  had  washed  down  on  this  naked  reef, 
with  only  such  articles  to  comfort  na,  as  could  be  picked  up 
along  shore  from  the  wreck!" 

"  I'm  glad  to  hear  you  talk  in  thb  rational  way,  Mr.  Mark ; 
for  it's  a  si[;ii  yon  do  ool  give  up,  or  take  things  too  deeply 
to  heart  1  was  afeard  that  yon  might  be  thinking  too  much 
of  Migs  Bridget,  and  mnke  yourself  more  unhappy  than  is  nec- 
cs.«Hry  for  a  man  who  hua  things  so  comfortable  around  him." 
•  "  The  Bi'paration  t'rocn  my  wife  causes  me  much  pain,  Bctts, 
but  1  trust  in  tiod-  It  has  been  in  his  pleasure  to  place  us  in 
this  extraordinary  situation,  and  I  hope  that  something  good 
will  couio  of  it." 

"  Tliat's  tho  right  sentiments,  sir — only  keep  euch  fi-eliuga 
uppermost,  and  we  shall  do  right  down  well.  Why,  we  have 
water,  in  plcuty,  until  at^r  the  raiuy  season  ah^l  be  along, 
we  can  cHlch  a  frush  supply.     Then,  there  is  beef  and 
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good  for  the  scurvy  as  the  last  The  worst  of  our  situation  is  a 
want  of  soil,  to  grow  any  vegetables  in.  I  did  not  see  so  much 
as  a  rush,  or  the  coarsest  sea-plant,  when  we  were  on  the  island 
yesterday.  If  we  had  soil,  there  is  seed  in  plenty  on  board,  and 
this  climate  would  bring  forward  vegetation  at  a  rapid  rate." 

**  Ay,  ay,  sir,  and  Til  tell  you  what  I've  got  in  the  way  of 
seeds,  myself.  You  may  remember  the  delicious  musk  and 
water-melons  we  fell  in  with  last  v'y'ge,  in  the  east.  Well,  sir, 
I  saved  some  of  the  seed,  thinking  to  give  it  to  my  brother, 
who  is  a  Jarsey  farmer,  you  know,  sir ;  and,  sailor-like,  I  forgot  it 
altogether,  when  in  port.  If  a  fellow  could  get  but  a  bit  of  earth 
to  put  them  melon-seeds  in,  we  might  be  eating  our  fruit  like 
gentlemen,  two  months  hence,  or  three  months,  at  the  latest." 

**That  is  a  good  thought,  Betts,  and  we  will  turn  it  over  in 
our  minds.  If  such  a  thing  is  to  be  done  at  all,  the  sooner  it 
is  done  the  better,  that  the  melons  may  be  getting  ahead  while 
we  are  busy  with  the  other  matters.  This  is  just  the  season  to 
put  seed  into  the  ground,  and  I  think  we  might  make  soil 
enough  to  sustain  a  few  hills  of  melons.  If  I  remember  right, 
too,  there  are  some  of  the  sweet  potatoes  left." 

Bob  assented,  and  during  the  rest  of  the  meal  they  did  noth- 
ing but  pursue  this  plan  of  endeavoring  to  obtain  half  a  dozen 
or  a  dozen  hills  of  melons.  As  Mark  felt  all  the  importance  of 
doing  every  thing  that  lay  in  hu  power  to  ward  off  the  scurvy, 
and  knew  that  time  was  not  to  be  lost,  he  determined  that  the 
very  first  thing  he  would  now  attend  to,  would  be  to  get  all  the 
seed  into  as  much  ground  as  he  could  contrive  to  make.  Ac- 
cordingly, as  soon  as  the  breakfast  was  ended,  Mark  went  to 
collect  his  seeds,  while  Bob  set  the  breakfast  things  aside,  after 
properly  cleaning  them. 

There  were  four  shoats  on  board,  which  had  been  kept  in  the 
launch,  until  that  boat  was  put  in  the  water,  the  night  the  Ran- 
cocus  ran  upon  the  rocks.  Since  that  time  they  had  been  left 
to  run  about  the  decks,  producing  a  good  deal  of  dirt,  and 
some  confusion.  These  shoats  Bob  now  caught,  and  dropped 
into  the  bay,  knowing  that  their  instinct  would  induce  them  to 
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Bwiui  for  till)  ue'un^st  land.  All  this  tamed  oat  as  was  expe<^t' 
etl,  and  thu  pigs  were  bood  seen  oti  the  island,  siiiifiiDg  arauiid 
on  the  rocks,  and  trying  to  root.  A  small  quantity  of  the 
excrcmetit  of  these  animals  still  lay  on  the  Ueck,  where  it  had 
been  placed  when  the  lanuoh  was  cleaued  for  service,  no  one 
thinking  at  such  a  moment  of  cleaning  the  decks.  It  had 
iicen  washed  by  the  sea  that  came  aboard  qnitc  .icross  the  dock, 
hut  Gtill  forraed  a  pile,  and  most  of  it  was  prcacrred.  This 
manure  Mark  was  about  to  put  in  a  half- barrel,  in  order  to 
carry  it  ashore,  fur  the  purpose  of  converting  it  iuto  soil,  when 
Bob  HuUilealy  put  an  end  to  what  he  was  about,  by  telling  hiin 
that  he  knew  where  a  manure  worth  two  of  that  was  to  bd 
found.  Ad  esplaiialion  was  asked  and  given,  Bob,  who  Lad 
been  several  voyagcB  on  the  western  coast  of  America,  told 
Mark  that  tlie  Peruvians  and  Chilians  ntade  great  nse  of  the 
dung  uf  aquatic  birds,  as  a  manure,  and  which  they  found  on 
the  rocks  that  lined  their  eosat.  Now,  two  or  three  rocks  Uy 
near  the  reef,  that  wore  covered  with  this  deposit,  the  birila 
still  hoverintf  about  them,  and  h 
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While  the  boat  was  at  the  rock,  Mark  saw  that  the  pigs  had 
run  round  to  the  western  end  of  the  island,  snuffing  at  every 
thing  that  came  in  their  way,  and  trying  in  vain  to  root  wher- 
ever one  of  them  could  insert  his  nose.  As  a  hog  is  a  particu- 
larly sagacious  animal,  Mark  kept  his  eyes  on  them  while  Bob 
was  picking  out  his  guano,  in  the  faint  hope  that  they  might 
discover  fresh  water,  by  means  of  their  instinct  In  this  way 
he  saw  them  enter  the  gateway  of  the  crater,  pigs  being  pretty 
certain  to  run  their  noses  into  any  such  place  as  that 

On  landing,  Mark  took  a  part  of  the  tools  and  the  bucket  of 
guano,  while  Bob  shouldered  the  remainder,  and  they  went  up 
to  the  hole,  and  entered  the  crater  together,  having  landed  as 
near  to  the  gateway  as  they  could  get,  with  that  object  To 
Mark's  great  delight  he  found  that  the  pigs  were  now  actually 
rooting  with  some  success,  so  far  as  stirring  the  surface  was 
concerned,  though  getting  absolutely  nothing  for  their  pains. 
There  were  spots  on  the  plain  of  the  crater,  however,  where  it 
was  possible,  by  breaking  a  sort  of  crust,  to  get  down  into 
coarse  ashes  that  were  not  entirely  without  some  of  the  essen- 
tials of  soil.  Exposure  to  the  air  and  water,  with  mixing  up 
with  sea-weed  and  such  other  waste  materials  as  he  could  col- 
lect, the  young  man  fancied  would  enable  him  to  obtain  a  suffi- 
ciency of  earthy  substances  to  sustain  the  growth  of  plants. 
While  on  the  summit  of  the  crater  wall,  he  had  seen  two  or 
three  places  where  it  had  struck  him  sweet-potatoes  and  beans 
might- be  made  to  grow,  and  he  determined  to  ascend  to  those 
spots,  and  make  his  essay  there,  as  being  the  most  removed 
from  the  inroads  of  the  pigs.  Could  he  only  succeed  in  obtain- 
ing two  or  three  hundred  melons,  he  felt  that  a  great  deal  would 
be  done  in  providing  the  means  of  checking  any  disposition  to 
scnrvy  that  might  appear  in  Bob  or  himself.  In  this  thought- 
ful manner  did  one  so  young  look  ahead,  and  make  provision 
for  the  future. 


CHAPTER  VL 


Ofh  two  marinorB  had  come  aahoro  welt  proi-idei]  with  the 
means  of  carrying  out  their  plana.     The  liancocus  was  fur  bet- 

t(.>r  proviiiud  irith  toola  suited  to  the  uses  of  the  laud,  ihan  was 
comnioti  for  ships,  her  voyage  contemplating  a  lonjj  stay  among 
the   islandi  she  was  to  visit.      Thus,  axes  and   picks   were  not 
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having  once  formed,  had  been  disturbed  by  the  action  of  the 
elements.  These  places  he  first  picked  to  pieces  with  his  pick ; 
then  he  stirred  them  well  up  with  a  hoe,  scattering  a  little  guano 
in  the  heaps,  according  to  the  directions  of  Betts.  When  this 
was  done,  he  sent  down  the  bucket  and  hauled  up  the  sweep- 
ings of  the  deck,  which  Bob  had  ready  for  him  below.  Nor 
was  this  all  Bob  had  done,  during  the  hour  Mark  was  at  work, 
in  the  sun,  on  the  summit  of  the  crater.  He  had  found  a  large 
deposit  of  sea-  weed,  on  a  rock  near  the  island,  and  had  made 
two  or  three  trips  with  the  dingui,  back  and  forth,  to  transfer 
some  of  it  to  the  crater.  After  all  his  toil  and  trouble,  the 
worthy  fellow  did  not  get  more  than  a  hogshead-full  of  this  new 
material,  but  Mark  thought  it  well  worth  while  to  haul  it  up,  and 
to  endeavor  to  mix  it  with  his  compost.  This  was  done  by 
making  it  up  in  bundles,  as  one  would  roll  up  hay,  of  a  size 
that  the  young  man  could  manage. 

Bob  now  joined  his  friend  on  the  crater-wall,  and  assisted  in 
carrying  the  sea-weed  to  the  places  prepared  to  receive  it,  when 
both  of  the  mariners  next  set  about  mixing  it  up  with  the  other 
ingredients  of  the  intended  soil.  After  working  for  another 
hour  in  this  manner,  they  were  of  opinion  that  they  might 
make  the  experiment  of  putting  in  the  seed.  Melons,  of  both 
sorts,  and  of  the  very  best  quality,  were  now  put  into  the 
ground,  as  were  also  beans,  peas,  and  Indian-corn,  or  maize. 
A  few  cucumber  seeds  and  some  onions  were  also  tried.  Cap- 
tain Crutchely  having  brought  with  him  a  considerable  quantity 
of  the  common  garden  seeds,  as  a  benefit  conferred  on  the  na- 
tives of  the  islands  he  intended  to  visit,  and,  through  them,  on 
future  navigators.  This  care  proceeded  from  his  owners,  who 
were  what  is  called  "  Friends,''  and  who  somewhat  oddly  blend- 
ed benevolence  with  the  practices  of  worldly  gain. 

Mark  certainly  knew  very  little  of  gardening,  but  Bob  could 
turn  his  hand  to  almost  any  thing.  Several  mistakes  were 
made,  notwithstanding,  more  particularly  in  the  use  of  the 
seed,  with  which  they  were  not  particularly  acquainted.  Mark's 
Reef  lay  just  within  the  tropics,  it  is  true  (in  21<>  south  lati- 


tu<Ii!),  but  tbe  cou^laot  Bca-lireeze  rendered  its  climate  mach 
cooler  than  would  otherwise  have  been  the  case.  Thus  Ihn  peas, 
and  beans,  and  even  the  onions,  did  better,  pcrLap<i,  on  the  top 
of  the  crater,  than  they  would  have  done  in  it;  but  tbe  ochre, 
cgg-plantH,  melons,  and  two  or  three  other  seeds  that  they  nsed, 
wouid  probably  hare  succeeded  better  had  they  been  placeil  in 
tlio  warmest  spots  which  could  be  found.  In  one  respect  Mark 
made  a  good  gardener.  He  knew  that  moisture  n'as  indispen- 
aablc  to  the  growth  of  moat  plants,  and  had  taicen  care  to  put 
all  hb  seeds  into  cavities,  where  the  rain  that  fell  (and  he  had 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  dry  season  had  yet  set  in)  wonld 
not  run  otT  and  be  wasted.  On  tliia  point  he  manifested  a  good 
deal  of  judgment,  using  his  hoe  in  a  way  !«  avoid  equally  the 
danger  of  having  too  much  or  too  little  water. 

It  waa  dinne^tjme  before  Mark  and  Betta  were  ready  to  quit 
the  "  Summit,''  as  they  now  began  to  t*rin  the  only  height  in 
their  solitary  domains.  Bob  had  foreseen  the  necessity  of  a 
ebade,  and  bad  thrown  an  old  royat  into  the  boat.     With  this, 
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side  of  her,  where,  if  not  absolutely  wrecked,  she  might  receive 
material  damage.  Prudence  required,  therefore,  that  the  ship 
should  be  moored,  as  well  as  anchored.  Nevertheless,  there 
was  a  good  deal  of  truth  in  what  Mark  had  said  touching  the 
plants  growing  while  he  and  Bob  were  busy  at  other  matters ; 
and  this  thought,  of  itself  formed  a  sufficient  justification  for 
what  he  had  just  done,  much  as  it  had  been  done  under  present 
excitement  As  they  lay  under  the  shade  of  the  royal,  our 
mariners  discussed  these  matters,  and  matured  some  plans  for 
the  future. 

At  two  o'clock  Mark  and  Bob  resumed  their  work.  The 
latter  suggested  the  necessity  of  getting  food  and  water  ashore 
for  the  pigs,  as  an  act  that  humanity  imperiously  demanded  of 
them ;  not  humanity  in  the  sense  of  feeling  for  our  kind,  but 
in  the  sense  in  which  we  all  ought  to  feel  for  animal  suffering, 
whether  endured  by  man  or  beast  Mark  assented  as  to  the 
food,  but  was  of  opinion  a  thunder-shower  was  about  to  pass 
over  the  reef.  The  weather  certainly  did  wear  this  aspect,  and 
Bob  was  content  to  wait  the  result,  in  order  to  save  himself 
unnecessary  trouble.  As  for  the  pigs,  they  were  still  in  the 
crater,  rooting,  as  it  might  be  for  life  or  death,  though  nothing 
edible  had  as  yet  rewarded  them  for  their  toil.  Perhaps  they 
found  it  pleasant  to  be  thrusting  their  noses  into  something  that 
resembled  soil,  after  so  long  a  confinement  to  the  planks  of  a 
ship.  Seeing  them  at  work  in  this  manner,  suggested  to  Mark 
to  try  another  experiment,  which  certainly  looked  far  enough 
ahead,  as  if  he  had  no  great  hopes  of  getting  off  the  island  for 
years  to  come.  Among  the  seeds  of  Captain  Crutchely  were 
those  of  oranges,  lemons,  limes,  shaddocks,  figs,  and  grapes; 
all  plants  well  euough  suited  to  the  place,  if  there  were  only 
soil  to  nourish  them.  Now,  one  of  the  hogs  had  been  rooting, 
as  best  he  might,  just  under  the  wall,  on  the  northern  side  of 
the  crater,  making  a  long  row  of  little  hillocks  of  earthy  ashes, 
at  unequal  distances,  it  is  true,  but  well  enough  disposed  for  the 
nature  of  the  different  fruits,  could  they  only  be  got  to  grow. 
Along  this  irregular  row  of  hillocks  did  Mark  bury  Im  seeds, 
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willing'  to  try  an  enperimeiit  which  might  possibly  benefit  aome 
other  human  beinft,  if  it  never  did  any  good  to  himself.  When 
thia  vtan  done,  he  and  Belts  left  the  crater,  driving  the  hogs  out 
before  thera. 

Having  made  hU  plantation,  Mart  felt  a  natural  desire  to 
prefiervc  it  Ho  got  the  royal,  therefore,  and  succeeded  in 
fastening  it  up  bs  a  anbstitol*  for  a  gale,  in  their  natural  gate- 
way. Had  tlif  pigB  met  with  any  success  in  rooting,  it  is  not 
probable  this  slight  obstacle  would  have  prevented  their  finding 
tht'ir  way,  again,  into  the  cavity  of  the  crater ;  but,  as  it  was, 
it  proved  all-sufficient,  and  the  sail  was  permitted  to  hang  be- 
fore the  hole,  until  a  more  secure  gate  was  suspended  in  ita 

The  appearances  of  the  thunder-shower  were  so  niueh  in- 
creased by  this  time,  that  our  mariners  hastened  back  to  the 
ship  in  order  to  escape  a  ducking.  They  bad  hardly  got  on 
board  before  the  gust  came,  a  good  deft!  of  water  (ailing,  though 
not  in  the  torrents  in  which  one  sometimes  sees  it  stream  down 
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ashore,  of  planting  it  in  the  rocks,  and  of  running  out  to  it  two 
or  three  parts  of  a  hawser,  to  which  a  line  of  planks  might  be 
lashed,  and  thus  give  them  the  means  of  entering  and  quitting 
the  ship,  without  having  recourse  to  the  dingui.  Mark  approved 
of  this  plan,  and,  it  requiring  a  raft  to  carry  ashore  the  kcdge,  the 
dingui  being  so  light  they  were  afraid  to  trust  it,  it  was  decided 
to  commence  that  work  in  the  morning.  For  the  rest  of  the 
present  day,  nothing  further  was  done,  beyond  light  and  neces- 
sary jobs,  and  continuing  the  examination  of  the  island.  Mark 
was  curious  to  look  at  the  effect  of  the  shower,  both  in  reference 
to  his  phintations,  and  to  the  quantity  of  fresh  water  that  might 
have  lodged  on  the  reef.  It  was  determined,  therefore,  to  pass 
an  hour  or  two  ashore  before  the  nisxht  shut  in  ajjain. 

Previously  to  quitting  the  ship.  Bob  spoke  of  the  poultry. 
There  were  but  six  hens,  a  cock,  and  five  ducks,  left  They 
were  all  as  low  in  flesh  and  spirits,  as  it  was  usual  to  find  birds 
that  have  been  at  sea  fifty  days,  and  the  honest  tar  proposed 
turning  them  all  adrift  on  the  reef,  to  make  their  own  living  in 
the  best  way  they  could.  Now  and  then  a  little  food  might  be 
put  in  their  way,  but  let  them  have  a  chance  for  their  lives. 
Mark  assented  at  once,  and  the  coops  were  opened.  Each  fowl 
was  carried  to  the  tjiffrail,  and  tossed  into  the  air,  when  it  flew 
down  upon  the  reef,  a  distance  of  a  couple  of  hundred  feet,  al- 
most as  a  matter  of  course.  Glad  enough  were  the  poor  things 
to  be  thus  liberated.  To  Mark's  surprise,  no  sooner  did  they 
reach  the  reef,  than  to  work  they  went,  and  commenced  picking 
up  something  with  the  greatest  avidity,  as  if  let  loose  in  the 
best-supplied  poultry-yard.  Confident  there  was  nothing  for 
even  a  hen  to  glean  on  the  rocks  when  he  left  there,  the  young 
man  could  not  account  for  this,  until,  turning  his  eyes  inboard, 
he  saw  the  ducks  doing  the  same  thing  on  deck.  Examining 
the  food  of  these  last-mentioned  animals,  he  found  there  were  a 
great  number  of  minute  mucilaginous  particles  on  the  deck, 
which,  no  doubt,  had  descended  with  the  late  rain,  and  which 
all  the  birds,  as  well  as  the  hogs,  seemed  eager  to  devour. 
Here,  then,  was  a  supply,  though  a  short-lived  oue,  of  a  manna 
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suited  to  thciae  creatiiroa,  whicb  mi^ht  render  thcra  liappy  for  a 
few  hours,  at  leiisL  Bob  cauglit  the  ducka,  and  tossed  thom 
overhoarJ,  when  they  floundered  abont  and  enjoyed  themselves 
in  »  wav  thikt  comiuunicated  a  certaia  plea^arc  evoo  to  the  dcso- 
liitc  and  shipwrecked  men  who  liad  set  them  at  liberty.  Notli- 
ing  with  life  now  remained  in  the  ship  but  the  goat,  and  Marie 
thought  it  best  not  to  turn  her  ashore  until  they  ha4  greater 
facilities  for  getting  the  necessafy  food  to  her  than  the  dinffui 
atforded.  As  slie  was  not  likely  to  breed,  there  was  no  great 
use  in  keeping  this  animal  at  all,  to  say  nothing  of  the  tneans 
of  feeding  her,  for  any  length  of  time ;  but  Mark  was  imwillinf; 
to  take  her  life,  since  Providence  had  brought  them  all  to  that 
place  in  company.  Then  he  thought  she  might  he  a  pretty  ob- 
ject leaping  about  the  cliffs  of  the  crater,  giving  the  island  a 
more  lively  and  inhabited  appearance,  though  he  foresaw  she 
might  prove  very  destnictivo  to  his  plantations,  did  hia  vege- 
tables grow.  As  there  was  time  enongh  to  decide  on  her  final 
fate,  it  was  finally  settled  she  should  bo  put  ashore,  and  have  a 
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bom  in  cages,  and  had  never  known  liberty.  They  were  crea* 
ted  with  an  instinct  for  flight,  and  intense  must  be  their  long- 
ings to  indulge  in  the  power  which  nature  had  bestowed  on 
them.  In  the  cage  in  which  he  now  found  himself,  though  he 
could  run,  walk,  leap,  swim,  or  do  aught  that  nature  designed 
him  to  do,  in  the  way  of  mere  animal  exploits,  young  Mark 
felt  how  bitter  were  the  privations  he  was  condemned  to  suffer. 

The  rain  had  certainly  done  no  harm,  as  yet,  to  the  planting. 
All  the  hills  were  entire,  as  Mark  and  Bob  had  left  them,  though 
well  saturated  with  water.  In  a  few,  there  might  be  even  too 
much  of  the  element,  perhaps,  but  Mark  observed  that  a  tropical 
sun  would  soon  remove  that  objection.  His  great  appreheusion 
was  that  he  had  commenced  his  gardening  too  late,  and  that 
the  dry  weather  might  set  in  too  soon  for  the  good  of  his 
vegetables ;  if  any  of  them,  indeed,  ever  came  up  at  all.  Here 
was  one  good  soaking  secured,  at  all  events ;  and,  knowing  the 
power  of  a  tropical  sun,  Mark  was  of  opinion  that  the  fate  of 
the  great  experiment  he  had  tried  would  soon  be  known.  Could 
he  succeed  in  producing  vegetation  among  the  debris  of  the 
crater,  he  and  Bob  might  find  the  means  of  subsistence  during 
their  natural  lives  ;  but,  should  that  resource  fail  them,  all  their 
hopes  would  depend  on  being  able  to  effect  their  escape  in  a 
craft  of  their  own  construction.  In  no  case,  however,  but  that 
of  the  direst  necessity,  did  Mark  contemplate  the  abandonment 
of  his  plan  for  getting  back  to  the  inhabited  world,  his  country, 
and  his  bride  I 

That  night  our  mariners  had  a  sounder  sleep  than  they  had 
yet  been  blest  with  since  the  loss  of  their  shipmates,  and  the 
accident  to  the  vessel  itself.  The  two  following  days  they 
passed  in  securing  the  ship.  Bob  actually  made  a  very  respec- 
table catamaran,  or  raft,  out  of  the  spare  spars,  sawing  the  top- 
masts and  lower  yards  in  two,  for  that  purpose,  and  fastening 
them  together  with  ingenuity  and  strength,  by  means  of  lash- 
ings. But  Mark  hit  upon  an  expedient  for  getting  the  two 
kedgcs  ashore,  that  prevented  the  necessity  of  having  recourse 
to  the  raft  on  that  occasion.     These  kedgos  lay  on  the  poop, 
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where  they  wore  habitually  kept,  und  two  men  had  no  great 
diffienlty  in  getting  them  over  the  stern,  suspended  by  st-oppcra. 
Now  Mark  bad  a^certaiDcd  that  the  rock  of  the  Rei.'f  rose  like 
a  wall,  being  volcanic,  like  nil  the  rest  of  the  formation,  lud 
tiiat  the  shi[i  coulil  flout  almost  anywhere  alongnido  of  iL 
Aided  by  the  rake  of  the  stem  of  an  old-fashioned  Philadelphia- 
built  ahip,  nothing  was  easier  than  to  veer  upon  the  cable,  let 
the  vessel  drop  in  to  the  island,  until  the  kcdges  actually  hnng 
over  the  rocks,  and  then  lower  the  last  down.  All  this  was 
done,  and  the  raft  wris  reserved  for  other  purposes.  Notwith- 
standing the  facility  with  which  tlie  kedges  were  got  ashore,  it 
took  Mark  and  Bob  quit«  half  a  day  to  plant  ihetn  in  the  rock 
precisely  where  they  were  wanted.  When  this  was  accom- 
plished, however,  it  was  so  effectually  done  as  to  render  the 
hiild  even  greater  than  that  of  the  sheet-anchor.  The  stocks 
were  not  nsed  at  all,  but  the  kedges  were  laid  flat  on  the  rock, 
quite  near  to  each  other,  and  in  such  a  manner  that  the  flukes 
were  buried  in  erevicea  of  the  lava,  giving  a  most  secure  hold. 
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and  was  not  got  throagli  with  imtil  about  the  middle  of  the 
afternoon  of  the  second  day.  It  was  Saturday,  and  Mark  had 
determined  to  make  a  good  beginning,  and  keep  all  their  Sab- 
baths, in  future,  as  holy  times,  set  apart  for  the  special  service 
of  the  Creator.  He  had  been  bom  and  educated  an  Episcopa- 
lian, but  Bob  claimed  to  be  a  Quaker,  and  what  was  more,  he 
was  a  little  stiff  in  some  of  his  notions  on  the  opinion  of  his 
sect.  The  part  of  New  Jersey  in  which  Betts  was  born,  had 
many  persons  of  his  religious  persuasion,  and  he  was  not  only 
bom,  but,  in  one  sense,  educated  in  their  midst ;  though  the 
early  age  at  which  he  went  to  sea  had  very  much  unsettled  his 
practice,  much  the  most  material  part  of  the  tenets  of  these 
good  persons.  When  the  two  knocked  off  work,  Saturday 
aftemoon,  therefore,  it  was  with  an  understanding  that  the  next 
day  was  to  be  one  of  rest  in  the  sense  of  Christians,  and,  from 
that  time  henceforth,  that  the  Sabbath  was  to  be  kept  as  a  holy 
day.  Mark  had  ever  been  inclined  to  soberness  of  thought  on 
such  subjects.  His  early  engagement  to  Bridget  had  kept  him 
from  falling  into  the  ways  of  most  mariners,  and,  time  and 
again,  had  a  future  state  of  being  been  the  subject  of  discourse 
between  him  and  his  betrothed.  As  the  seasons  of  adversity 
are  those  in  which  men  are  the  most  apt  to  bethink  them  of 
their  duties  to  God,  it  is  not  at  all  surprising  that  one  of  this 
disposition,  thus  situated,  felt  reuewed  demands  on  his  gratitude 
and  repentance. 

While  Mark,  in  this  frame  of  mind,  went  rambling  around 
his  narrow  domains,  Bob  got  the  dingui,  and  proceeded  with 
his  fishing-tackle  toward  some  of  the  naked  rocks,  that  lifted 
their  caps  above  the  surface  of  the  sea,  in  a  north-westerly 
direction  from  the  crater.  Of  these  naked  rocks  there  were 
near  twenty,  all  within  a  mile  of  the  crater,  and  the  largest  of 
them  not  containing  more  than  six  or  eight  acres  of  dry  sur- 
face. Some  were  less  than  a  hundred  feet  in  diameter.  The 
great  extent  and  irregular  formation  of  the  reefs  all  around  the 
island,  kept  the  water  smooth,  for  some  distance,  on  all  sides 
of  it ;  and  it  was  only  when  the  rollers  were  sent  in  by  heavy 
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gales,  that  the  dingul  could  not  more  abont,  in  tbis  its  proper 

sphere,  in  Bsfcty. 

Uctts  WHS  very  fond  of  fieliia^,  and  could  pag.'4  whole  days, 
at  a  time,  in  that  quiet  amusotncut,  provided  he  had  a  suSicieDt; 
supply  of  tobacco.  Indeed,  one  of  the  greatest  consolations 
this  man  possessed,  under  the  present  misfortune,  whs  the  am- 
ple Btore  of  this  weed  nhich  was  to  lie  found  in  the  ship. 
Every  man  oa  board  the  Rancocus,  Mark  alone  excepted,  made 
use  of  tobacco  ;  and,  for  bo  long  a  voyage,  the  provision  laid  in 
hud  been  very  abundant.  On  this  occasion,  Bob  enjoyed  his 
two  favorite  occttpations  to  satiety,  masticating  the  weed  vrbiTe 
he  fished. 

With  Mark  it  was  very  different.  lie  was  fond  of  his  fowl- 
ing-pieco,  but  of  little  use  was  that  weapon  in  his  present  situa- 
tion. Of  all  the  birds  that  freqQente<l  the  adjaeeot  rocks,  not 
one  was  of  a  sort  that  would  be  eaten,  unless  in  cases  of  femino. 
As  he  walked  over  the  islaod,  that  afternoon,  his  companion 
was  the  gont,  which  had  been  driven  ashore  on  the  new  gang- 
«  liberty  almost  as  much  as  the  ducks. 
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fertilucing  principle,  Mark  not  being  safficiently  versed  in  the 
new  science  of  chemical  agriculture,  to  understand  that  the 
admixtures  of  certain  elements  might  bring  to  life  forces  that 
then  were  dormant.  Then  the  reef  had  no  water.  This  was 
a  very,  very  great  privation,  the  most  serious  of  all,  and  might 
prove  to  be  a  terrible  calamity.  It  is  true  that,  just  at  that 
moment,  there  was  a  shower  every  day,  and  somotunes  two  or 
three  of  them  ;  but  it  was  then  spring,  and  there  could  be  little 
reason  to  doubt  that  droughts  would  come  in  the  hot  and  dry 
season.  As  a  last  objection,  the  reef  had  no  great  extent,  and 
no  variety,  the  eye  taking  it  all  in  at  a  glance,  while  the  crater 
was  its  sole  relief  against  the  dullest  monotony.  Nor  was  there 
a  bit  of  wood,  or  fuel  of  any  sort  to  cook  with,  after  the  supply 
now  in  the  ship  should  be  exhausted.  Such  were  the  leading 
disadvantages  of  the  situation  in  which  our  mariners  were 
placed,  as  compared  with  those  into  which  most  other  ship- 
wrecked seamen  had  been  thrown. 

The  advantages,  on  the  other  hand,  Mark,  in  humble  grati- 
tude to  God,  admitted  to  be  very  great.  In  the  first  place,  the 
ship  and  all  she  contained  was  preserved,  giving  them  a  dwell- 
ing, clothes,  food,  and  water,  as  well  as  fuel,  for  a  long  time  to 
come  ;  possibly,  aided  by  what  might  be  gleaned  on  even  that 
naked  reef,  sufficient  to  meet  all  their  wants  for  the  duration 
of  a  human  life.  The  cai^o  of  the  Rancocus  was  of  no  great 
extent,  and  of  little  value  in  a  civilized  country ;  but  Mark 
knew  that  it  included  many  articles  that  would  be  of  vast  ser- 
vice wherfe  he  was.  The  beads  and  coarse  trinkets  with  which 
it  had  been  intended  to  trade  with  the  savages,  were  of  no  use 
whatever,  it  is  true ;  but  the  ship's  owners  were  pains-taking 
and  thoughtful  Quakers,  as  has  been  already  intimated,  who 
blended  with  great  shrewdness  in  the  management  of  their 
worldly  affairs,  a  certain  regard  to  benevolence  in  general,  and 
a  desire  to  benefit  their  species.  On  this  principle  they  had 
caused  a  portion  of  their  cargo  to  be  made  up,  sending,  in  addi- 
tion to  all  the  roder  and  commoner  tools,  that  could  be  used 
by  a  people  without  domestic  animals,  a  small  supply  of  rugs, 
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L-oarse  clothes,  coarse  earthenware,  and  a  hundred  eimtlftr 
things,  that  would  be  verj'  serviceable  to  any  who  knew  how 
to  life  tlicm.  Most  of  the  seeds  came  from  these  thoughtful 
merchant'). 

If  fresh  water  were  absolutely  wanting  on  the  reef,  it  rained 
II  good  deal ;  in  the  rainy  season  it  must  rain  for  a  few  weeks 
iiliiiost  incessantly,  »nd  the  nntnerous  cavities  in  the  ancient 
lava,  formed  natural  ctstcnis  of  great  capacity.  By  taking  the 
lirecHution  of  fiUiug  np  the  water-casks  of  tlie  ship,  periodically, 
tliere  was  Jittio  danger  of  aoffering  for  the  want  of  this  great 
reqniaitfl.  It  is  true,  the  sweet,  cool,  grateful  dranght,  that 
was  to  be  got  from  the  gushing  spring,  mnst  be  forgotten  ;  but 
rain  water  collected  in  clean  rock,  and  preserved  in  well- 
sweetened  casks,  was  very  tolerable  drinking  for  seamen,  {'ap- 
lain  Crutchcly,  moreover,  had  a  filterer  for  the  cabin,  and 
through  it  all  the  water  used  there  was  habitually  pa»tficd. 

In  striking  the  b.ilftnce  between  the  advantages  and  disadvan- 
tages of  his  own  sitnation,  as  compared  with  that  of  other  ship- 
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Mark  was  fully  determined  that  Kitty,  as  the  playful  little  thing 
was  called,  should  live  at  least  as  long  as  that  lasted.  She  was 
fortunate  in  heing  content  with  a  nourishment  that  no  other 
animal  wanted. 

Mark  could  see  absolutely  nothing  on  the  rocks  for  a  bird  to 
live  on,  yet  were  the  fowls  constantly  picking  up  something. 
They  probably  found  insects  that  escaped  his  sight ;  while  it 
was  certain  that  the  ducks  were  revelling  in  the  pools  of  fresh 
water,  of  which  there  might,  at  that  moment,  have  been  a  hun- 
dred on  the  reef.  As  all  these  creatures  were,  as  yet,  regularly 
fed  from  the  supplies  in  the  ship,  each  seemed  to  be  filled  with 
the  joy  of  existence  ;  and  Mark,  as  he  walked  among  them,  felt 
how  profound  ought  to  be  his  own  gratitude,  since  he  was  still 
in  a  state  of  being  which  admitted  of  a  consciousness  of  happi- 
ness so  much  beyond  any  thing  that  was  known  to  the  inferior 
animals  of  creation.  He  had  his  mind,  with  all  its  stores  gath- 
ered from  study  and  observation,  his  love  for  Gbd,  and  his  hopes 
of  &  blessed  future,  ever  at  command.  Even  his  love  for  Bridget 
had  its  sweets,  as  well  as  its  sorrows.  It  was  grateful  to  think 
of  her  tenderness  to  himself,  her  beauty,  her  constancy,  of  which 
he  would  not  for  a  moment  doubt,  and  of  all  the  innocent  and 
delightful  converse  they  had  had  during  a  courtship  that  occu- 
pied so  much  of  their  brief  lives. 

Just  as  the  sun  was  setting,  Bob  returned  from  his  fishing 
excursion.  To  Mark's  surprise,  he  saw  that  the  dingui  floated 
almost  with  her  gunwale-to,  and  he  hastened  down  to  meet  his 
friend,  who  came  ashore  in^^  little  bay,  quite  near  the  gateway, 
and  in  which  the  rock  did  not  rise  as  much  like  a  wall  as  it  did 
on  most  of  the  exterior  of  the  reef.  Bob  had  caught  about  a 
dozen  fish,  some  of  which  were  of  considerable  size,  though  all 
were  either  of  species  or  varieties  that  were  unknown  to  them 
both.  Selecting  two  of  the  most  promising-looking  for  their 
own  use,  he  threw  the  others  on  the  rocks,  where  the  pigs  and 
poultry  might  give  them  a  trial.  Nor  was  it  long  before  these 
creatures  were  hard  at  work  on  them,  disregarding  the  scales 
and  fina.     At  first  the  hens  were  a  little  delicate,  probably  from 
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buving  found  anima!  food  enough  for  their  present  irants  in  tlie 
insucU;  but,  long  before  the  game  was  demolished,  they  bad 
come  in  for  their  full  share.  This  experiment  satisfied  the  mari- 
ners that  there  would  be  do  difficulty  in  furnishing  plenty  of 
food  for  all  their  stock,  and  for  any  length  of  time,  Kitty  ex- 
cepted. It  is  true,  the  pork  and  the  poultry  would  be  some- 
what fishy  ;  but  that  would  be  a  novelty,  and,  should  it  prove 
disagreeable  on  tasting  it,  a  little  clean  feeding,  at  the  proper 
moment,  would  correct  the  flavor. 

But  the  principal  cargo  of  the  dingui  was  not  the  doien  fiah 
mentioned.  Boh  had  nearly  filled  the  boat  with  a  sort  of  Time- 
table loam,  that  he  had  found  lodged  in  the  cavity  of  one  of  the 
lai^eat  rocks,  and  which,  from  the  signs  around  the  place,  he 
supposed  to  have  been  formed  by  deposits  of  sea-weed.  By 
an  accident  of  nature,  this  cavity  in  the  rock  received  a  current, 
which  canicd  large  quantities  of  floating  weed  into  it,  while 
every  storm,  probdbly,  had  added  to  its  Biorea  since  the  maso 
a  level  of  the  sea,  by  throwing  freih 
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bear  in  mind — ^bat  it  is  best  to  keep  an  eye  on  the  means  of 
living,  should  it  please  God  to  prevent  our  getting  to  sea 
again." 

"  To  sea^  Mr.  Mark,  neither  you  nor  I,  nor  any  mortal  man 
will  ever  get  in  the  old  'Cocus  ag^in,  as  I  know  by  the  looks  of 
things  outside  of  us.  Twill  never  do  to  plant  in  my  patch, 
however,  for  the  salt  water  must  wash  it  whenever  it  blows ; 
though  a  very  little  work,  too,  might  keep  it  out,  when  I  come 
to  think  on  it.  Sparrowgrass  would  grow  there,  as  it  is,  des- 
perately well ;  and  Friend  Abraham  White  had  both  seeds  and 
roots  put  up  for  the  use  of  the  savages,  if  a  body  only  know'd 
whereabouts  to  look  for  them,  among  the  lot  of  rubbish  of  that 
sort,  that  he  sent  aboard." 

"  All  the  seeds  and  roots  are  in  two  or  three  boxes,  in  the 
steerage,"  answered  Mark.  **  Fll  just  step  up  to  the  crater 
and  bring  a  shovel,  to  throw  this  loam  out  of  the  boat  with, 
while  you  can  clean  the  fish  and  cook  the  supper.  A  little 
fresh  food,  after  so  much  salt,  will  be  both  pleasant  and  good 
for  us." 

Bob  assented,  and  each  went  his  way.  Mark  threw  the 
loam  into  a  wheelbarrow,  of  which  Friend  Abraham  had  put  no 
less  than  three  in  the  ship,  as  presents  to  the  savages,  and  he 
wheeled  it,  at  two  or  three  loads,  into  the  crater,  where  he 
threw  it  down  in  a  pile,  intending  to  make  a  compost  of  all  the 
materials  of  the  sort  he  could  lay  his  hands  on. 

As  for  Bob,  he  cleaned  both  fish,  taking  them  on  board  the 
ship  to  do  so.  He  put  the  largest  and  coarsest  into  the  cop- 
pers, after  cutting  it  up,  mixing  it  with  onions,  pork,  and  ship^s 
bread,  intending  to  start  a  fire  beneath  it  early  in  the  morning, 
and  cook  a  sort  of  chowder.  The  other  he  fried,  Mark  and  he 
making  a  most  grateful  meal  on  it,  that  evening. 
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CHAPTER  Vn 

■  Bt  Ihon  It  puce !— Tb'  AU-teeLng  t 


Thk  Sabbath  ever  dawns  on  the  piously -inclined,  with  hope 
and  a  devout  gratitude  to  the  Creator  for  all  Lis  mercies.  This 
is  more  apt  to  be  the  case  in  genial  seasons,  and  rural  abodes, 
perhaps,  than  amidst  the  haunU  of  men,  and  when  the  thoughts 
arc  diverted  from  the  proper  channels  by  the  presence  of  per- 
BODS  around  ua.     Still  greater  is  the  influence  of  absolute  soli- 


OBy     VULCAN*8     PEAK.  108 

This  deference  never  deserted  hiniy  and  he  had  not  once  since 
the  ship  was  embayed,  entered  the  cabin  without  pulling  off  his 
hat  As  soon  as  church  commenced,  however.  Bob  resumed 
his  tarpauling,  as  a  sort  of  sign  of  his  own  orthodoxy  in  the 
faith  of  his  fathers  ;  making  it  a  point  to  do  as  they  had  done  in 
meeting,  and  slightly  concerned  lest  his  companion  might  fall 
into  the  error  of  supposing  he  was  a  man  likely  to  be  convert- 
ed. Mark  also  observed  that,  in  the  course  of  that  Sabbath, 
Bob  used  the  pronouns  "  thee"  and  "  thou"  on  two  or  three  oc- 
casions, sounding  oddly  enough  in  the  mouth  of  the  old  salt 

Well  did  both  our  mariners  prove  the  eflScacy  of  the  divine 
provision  of  a  day  of  rest,  in  a  spiritual  sense,  on  the  occasion 
of  this,  their  first  Sabbath  on  the  reel  Mark  felt  far  more  re- 
signed to  his  fate  than  he  could  have  believed  possible,  while 
Betts  declared  that  he  should  be  absolutely  happy,  had  he  only 
a  better  boat  than  the  dingui ;  not  that  the  dingui  was  at  all  a 
bad  craft  of  its  kind,  but  it  wanted  size.  After  the  religious  ser- 
vices, for  which  both  our  mariners  had  shaved  and  dressed, 
they  took  a  walk  together,  on  the  reef,  conversing  of  their 
situation  and  future  proceedings.  Bob  then  told  Mark,  for  the 
first  time,  that,  in  his  opinion,  there  was  the  frame  and  the 
other  materials  of  a  pinnace,  or  a  large  boat,  somewhere  in  the 
hold,  which  it  was  intended  to  put  together,  when  the  ship 
reached  the  islands,  as  a  convenience  for  cruising  about  among 
them  to  trade  with  the  savages,  and  to  transport  sandal- wood. 
The  mate  had  never  heard  of  this  boat,  but  acknowledged  that 
a  part  of  the  hold  had  been  stowed  while  he  was  up  at  Bristol, 
and  it  might  have  been  taken  in  then.  Bob  confessed  that  he 
had  never  seen  it,  though  he  had  worked  in  the  stevedore^s 
gang ;  but  was  confident  he  had  heard  Friend  Abraham  White 
and  Captain  Orutchely  talking  of  its  dimensions  and  uses. 
According  to  his  recollection  it  w^s  to  be  a  boat  considerably 
lai^er  than  the  launch,  and  to  be  fitted  with  masts  and  sails, 
and  to  have  a  half-deck.  Mark  listened  to  all  this  patiently, 
though  he  firmly  believed  that  th^  honest  fellow  was  deceiving 
himself  the  whole  time.  Such  a  craft  could  scarcely  be  in  the  ship. 
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anil  he  not  hear  of  it,  if  he  diil  not  actually  see  it ;  though  he 
thought  it  possible  that  the  captain  and  owners  may  have  had 
BoiDC  Buch  plan  in  contemplation,  anil  converscil  togL-ther  on  it, 
ill  JJetts'  presence.  As  there  were  plenty  of  tools  on  hoaril, 
however,  by  using  stuff  of  one  sort  or  another,  that  was  to  be 
found  in  the  ship,  Mark  had  strong  hopes  of  their  being  able, 
between  them,  to  constniet,  in  the  course  of  time — though  he 
believed  a  long  time  might  be  necessary — a  craft,  of  some  sort, 
that  should  be  of  sufficient  stability  to  withstand  the  billows  of 
that  ordinarily  miid  sen,  and  enable  theiu  to  return  to  their 
homes  and  friends.  In  conversing  of  things  of  this  sort,  in 
religions  observances,  and  in  speeulating  on  the  probable  fate 
of  their  shipmates,  did  our  mariners  pass  this  holy  day.  Bob 
was  sensibly  impressed  with  the  pause  in  their  ordinary  pnr^ 
suits,  and  lent  himself  to  the  proper  feelinga  of  the  occasion 
with  A  zeal  and  simplicity  that  gave  Mark  great  satisfaction ; 
for,  hilherto,  white  aware  that  his  friend  was  as  honest  a  fellow 
ver  lived,  in  the  common  acceptation  of  such  a  phra.se,  he 
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the  raft,  which  required  some  little  arranging,  however,  pre- 
viously to  its  being  used  for  such  a  purpose.  The  rain  of  the 
past  night  had  thoroughly  washed  the  pile  of  earth,  and,  on 
tasting  it,  Mark  was  convinced  that  much  of  the  salt  it  con- 
tained had  been  carried  off.  This  encouraged  him  to  perae- 
Tere  in  his  gardening  projects.  As  yet,  the  spring  had  only 
just  commenced,  and  he  was  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  prepare 
one  bed,  at  least,  in  time  to  obtain  useful  vegetables  from  it. 

The  Rancocus  had  a  great  many  planks  and  boards  in  her 
hold,  a  part  of  the  ample  provision  made  by  her  owners  for  the 
peculiar  voyage  on  which  she  had  been  sent  Of  real  cargo, 
indeed,  she  had  very  little,  the  commerce  between  the  civilized 
man  and  the  savage,  being,  ordinarily,  on  those  great  principles 
of  free  trade,  of  which  so  much  is  said  of  late  years,  while  so 
little  is  understood,  and  which  usually  give  the  lion's  share  of 
the  profit  to  them  who  need  it  least  With  some  of  these 
planks  Mark  made  a  staging  for  his  raft  By  the  time  he  was 
ready.  Bob  returned  with  a  load  of  loam,  and  on  the  next  out- 
ward voyage  the  raft  was  taken  as  well  as  the  dingui.  Mark 
had  fitted  pins  and  grummets,  by  which  the  raft  was  rowed,  ho 
and  Bob  impelling  it,  when  light,  very  easily  at  the  rate  of  two 
miles  in  the  hour. 

Mark  found  Betts*  deposit  of  decayed  vegetable  matter  even 
larger  and  more  accessible  than  he  had  hoped  for.  A  hundred 
loads  might  be  got  without  even  using  a  wheelbarrow  ;  and,  to 
all  appearances,  there  was  enough  of  it  to  give  a  heavy  d  revising 
to  many  acres,  possibly  to  the  whole  area  of  the  crater.  The 
first  thing  the  young  man  did  was  to  choose  a  suitable  place, 
dig  it  well  up,  mixing  a  sufficiency  of  guano  with  it,  agreeably 
to  Betts*  directions,  and  then  to  put  in  some  of  his  asparagus 
roots.  After  this  he  scattered  a  quantity  of  the  seed,  raking 
the  ground  well  after  sowing.  By  the  time  this  was  done,  Bob 
had  both  dingui  and  raft  loaded,  when  they  pulled  the  last  back 
to  the  reef,  towing  the  boat  In  this  manner  our  two  mariners 
continued  to  work  most  of  the  time,  for  the  next  fortnight,  mak- 
ing, daily,  more  or  less  trips  to  the  ^'  Loam  Rock,**  as  they  called 
5* 
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the  place  where  this  precious  deposit  had  been  made ;  though 
they  neglected  none  of  their  other  necessarj"  dnlies.  As  the 
distance  was  short,  they  could  corao  and  go  raajiy  times  in  a 
day,  transporting,  at  each  trip,  about  as  much  of  the  loam  as 
would  make  nn  ordinary  American  cart-load  of  manure.  In  the 
whole,  by  Clark's  computation,  they  got  across  about  fifty  of 
these  cargoes,  in  the  course  of  their  twelve  days'  work.  The 
entire  day,  however,  was  on  no  occasion  given  up  wholly  to 
this  pursuit.  On  the  contrary,  many  little  odd  tasks  were  com- 
pleted, which  were  set  by  their  necessities,  or  by  forethought 
and  prudence.  All  the  empty  water-casks,  foi  one  thing,  were 
rolled  ashore,  and  filled  at  the  largest  pool ;  the  frequency  of 
the  rains  admonishing  them  of  the  wisdom  of  making  a  provis- 
ion for  the  dry  season.  The  Rancocus  had  a  good  deal  of  wa- 
ter still  left  in  her,  soioe  of  it  being  excellent  Delaware  river 
water,  though  she  had  filled  up  at  Valparaiso,  after  passing  the 
Uom.  Mark  counted  the  full  casks,  and  allowing  ten  gallons  a 
day  for  Bob  and  himself,  a  good  deal  more  than  could  be  want- 


OB,    Vulcan's    peak.  lOY 

Some  of  the  time,  moreover,  Betts  passed  in  fishing,  supply- 
ing not  only  Mark  and  himself,  but  the  pigs  and  the  poultry, 
with  as  much  food  as  was  desired.  Several  of  the  fish  caught 
turned  out  to  be  delicious,  while  others  were  of  a  quality  that 
caused  them  to  be  thrown  into  the  compost  heap.  A  cargo  of 
guano  was  also  imported,  the  rich  manure  being  mixed  up  in 
liberal  quantities  with  the  loam.  At  the  end  of  the  first  week 
of  these  voyages  to  Loam  Rock,  Betts  went  out  to  fish  in  a 
new  direction,  passing  to  windward  of  the  '^sea-wall,"  as  they 
called  the  reef  that  protected  the  ship,  and  pulling  toward  a  bit 
of  naked  rock  a  short  distance  beyond  it,  where  he  fancied  he 
might  find  a  particular  sort  of  little  fish,  that  greatly  resembled 
the  Norfolk  hog-fish,  one  of  the  most  delicious  little  creatures 
for  the  pan  that  is  to  be  found  in  all  the  finny  tribe.  He  had 
been  gone  a  couple  of  hours,  when  Mark,  who  was  at  work 
within  the  crater,  picking  up  the  encrusted  ashes  that  formed  its 
surface,  heard  Bob's  shout  outside,  as  if  he  wished  assistance. 
Throwing  down  the  pick,  our  young  man  ran  out,  and  was  not 
a  little  surprised  to  see  the  sort  of  cargo  with  which  Bob  was 
returning  to  port 

It  would  seem  that  a  great  collection  of  sea- weed  had  formed 
to  windward  of  the  rock  where  Bob  had  gone  to  fish,  at  which 
spot  it  ordinarily  gathered  in  a  pile,  until  the  heap  became 
too  large  to  lodge  any  longer,  when,  owing  to  the  form  of  the 
rock,  it  invariably  broke  adrift,  and  passed  to  the  southward 
of  the  reef,  floating  to  leeward,  to  fetch  up  on  some  other 
rock,  or  island,  in  that  direction.  Bob  had  managed  to  get 
this  raft  round  a  particular  point  in  the  reef,  when  the  wind 
and  current  carried  it,  as  near  as  might  be,  directly  toward  the 
crater.  He  was  calling  to  Mark  to  come  to  his  assistance,  to 
help  get  the  raft  into  a  sort  of  bay  ahead  of  him,  where  it 
might  be  lodged ;  else  would  there  be  the  danger  of  its  drifting 
past  the  reef,  after  all  his  pains.  Our  young  man  saw,  at  once, 
what  was  wanted,  got  a  line,  succeeded  in  throwing  it  to  Bob, 
and,  by  hauling  upon  it,  brought  the  whole  mass  ashore  in  the 
very  spot  Betts  wished  to  see  it  landed. 


103  TUB    cbatkb: 

This  sea-weed  proved  to  be  a  great  acquisition  on  more  ac- 
counts than  one.  There  was  as  much  of  it  in  quantity  as  wonid 
have  mai^c  two  goorj-sieetl  loads  of  hay.  Then,  many  small 
shell-fish  were  foanil  among  it,  which  the  pigi  an<l  poultry  ate 
with  avidity,  it  also  contained  seei!<i,  that  the  fowls  picked  ap 
as  readily  as  if  it  had  been  com.  The  hogs,  moreover,  masticated 
11  good  deal  of  the  weed,  and  poor  Kitty,  the  only  one  of  the 
domestic  ariimiiis  on  the  reef  that  was  not  living  to  its  heart's 
content,  nibbled  at  it,  with  a  species  of  half-doubting  faith  in 
its  satabrity.  Although  it  was  getting  to  be  lute  in  the  a^er- 
noon,  Mark  and  Bob  got  two  of  Friend  Abraham  White's  pitch- 
forks (for  the  worthy  Quaker  had  sent  thew,  among  other  im- 
plenienla  of  husbandry,  as  a  peace-offering  to  the  Feejee  mt- 
iigcs),  nnd  went  to  wort  with  a  hearty  good  wilt,  landed  all  this 
wood,  loaded  it  up,  and  wheeled  it  into  the  cralcr,  leaving  just 
cnongh  outside  to  satisfy  the  pigs  and  the  poultry.  This  task 
concluded  the  fii'st  week  of  the  labor  already  mentioned. 

At  the  termination  of  the  second  week,  Mark  and  Betts  held 
proceedings.     At  this 
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prinoiple.  Nor  coold  he  account  for  the  absence  of  every  thing 
like  vegetation,  on  or  about  the  reef,  if  the  elements  of  plants 
of  any  sort  were  to  be  found  in  the  substances  of  which  it  was 
composed.  He  had  read,  however,  that  the  territory  around  ac- 
tive volcanoes,  and  which  was  far  enough  removed  from  the 
vent  to  escape  from  the  destruction  caused  by  lava,  scorisB,  and 
heat,  was  usually  highly  fertile,  in  consequence  of  the  ashes  and 
impalpable  dust  that  was  scattered  in  the  air ;  but,  seeing  no 
proofs  of  any  such  fertility  here,  he  supposed  that  the  adjacent 
sea  had  swallowed  up  whatever  there  might  have  been  of  these 
bountiful  gifts.  With  these  impressions,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  Mark  was  disposed  to  satisfy  himself  with  a  moderate  be- 
ginning, in  preference  to  throwing  away  time  and  labor  in 
endeavoring  to  produce  resources  which,  after  all,  would  fail 
them. 

Mark^s  plan,  as  laid  before  his  companion,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  council  mentioned,  was  briefly  this :  he  proposed  to 
pass  the  next  month  in  preparing  the  half  acre  they  had  com- 
menced upon,  and  in  getting  in  seed ;  after  which  they  could 
do  no  more  than  trust  their  husbandry  to  Providence  and  the 
seasons.  As  soon  as  done  with  the  tillage,  it  was  his  idea  that 
they  ought  to  overhaul  the  ship  thoroughly,  ascertain  what  was 
actually  in  her,  and,  if  the  materials  of  the  boat  mentioned  by 
Betts  were  really  to  be  found,  to  set  that  craft  up  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  to  get  it  into  the  water.  Should  they  not  find  the 
frame  and  planks  of  the  pinnace,  as  Betts  seemed  to  think  they 
would,  they  must  go  to  work  and  get  out  the  best  frame  they 
could  themselves,  and  construct  such  a  craft  as  their  own  skill 
could  contrive.  After  building  such  a  boat,  it  was  Markka 
opinion  that  he  and  Bob  could  navigate  her  across  that  tran- 
quil ocean,  until  they  reached  the  coast  of  South  America,  or 
aome  of  the  islands  that  were  known  to  be  friendly  to  the 
white  man ;  for,  fifty  years  ago,  it  will  be  remembered,  we  did 
not  possess  the  same  knowledge  of  the  Pacific  that  we  possess 
to-day,  and  mariners  did  not  trust  themselves  always  with  con- 
fidence among  the  natives  of  its  islands.     With  this  plan  pretty 


110  THB    cratbb: 

well  sketclicd  out,  tbcD,  oar  luariaera  saw  the  first  month  of 
their  captivity  Bmong  tlie  unknown  reefs  of  tliia  remote  quarter 
of  tlie  world,  draw  to  ita  cIobc. 

Murli  was  a  little  surprised  by  a  proposal  that  he  received 
from  Bob,  next  morning,  which  waa  the  Sabbath,  of  course. 
"  Friends  have  monthly  meetings,"  Bctls  obaen'ed,  "  and  be 
thoug-Iit  tliey  ought  to  set  up  some  such  day  on  the  reef.  He 
waa  willing  to  keep  Chriatmaa,  if  Mark  saw  fit,  but  rather 
wished  to  pay  proper  respect  to  all  the  festivals  and  observances 
of  Friends."  Mark  whs  secretly  amused  with  this  proposition, 
even  while  it  pleased  him.  The  monthly  meeting  of  the 
Quakers  was  for  the  secular  part  of  church  business,  a»  much  as 
for  the  purposes  of  religious  worship  ;  aiid  Bob  having  all  those 
concerns  in  his  own  hands,  it  was  not  ao  easy  to  see  how  a 
stated  day  was  to  aid  him  any  in  carrying  out  his  church  gor- 
emment.  But  Mark  understood  the  feeling  which  dictated 
this  request,  and  was  disposed  to  deal  gently  by  it.  Bctts  was 
becoming  daily  more  and  more  conscious  of  his  dependence  on 
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was  still  of  opinion  no  such  articles  would  ever  be  f^und  ;  but 
Betts  insisted  on  the  conversation  he  had  overheard,  and  on  his 
having  rightly  understood  it.  The  provision  of  tools  was  very 
ample,  and^  in  some  respects,  a  little  exaggerated,  in  the  way  of 
Friend  White's  expectations  of  civilizing  the  people  of  Feejee. 
It  may  be  well,  here,  to  say  a  word  concerning  the  reason  that 
the  Rancocus  contained  so  many  of  these  tributes  to  civiliza- 
tion. The  voyage  of  the  ship,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  in 
quest  of  sandal-wood.  This  sandal-wood  was  to  be  carried  to 
Canton  and  sold,  and  a  cargo  of  teas  taken  in  with  the  avails. 
Now,  sandal-wood  was  supposed  to  be  used  for  the  purposes 
of  idolatry,  being  said  to  be  burned  before  the  gods  of  that 
heathenish  people.  Idolatry  being  one  of  the  chiefest  of  all 
sins,  Friend  Abraham  White  had  many  compunctions  and  mis- 
givings of  conscience  touching  the  propriety  of  embarking  in 
the  trade  at  all.  It  was  true,  that  our  knowledge  of  the  Chi- 
nese customs  did  not  extend  far  enough  to  render  it  certain  that 
the  wood  was  used  for  the  purpose  of  burning  before  idols, 
some  pretending  it  was  made  into  ornamental  furniture  ;  but 
Friend  Abraham  White  had  heard  the  first,  and  was  disposed 
to  provide  a  set-off,  in  the  event  of  the  report's  being  true,  by 
endeavoring  to  do  something  toward  the  civilization  of  the 
heathen.  Had  he  been  a  Presbyterian  merchant,  of  a  religious 
turn,  it  is  probable  a  quantity  of  tracts  would  have  been  made 
to  answer  the  purpose ;  but,  belonging  to  a  sect  whose  prac- 
tice was  generally  as  perfect  as  its  theory  is  imperfect,  Friend 
Abraham  White's  conscience  was  not  to  be  satisfied  with  any 
anch  shallow  contrivance.  It  is  true  that  he  expected  to  make 
many  thousands  of  dollars  by  the  voyage,  and  doubtless  would 
60  have  done,  had  not  the  accident  befallen  the  ship,  or  had 
poor  Captain  Crutchely  drank  less  in  honor  of  his  wedding- 
day;  but  the  investment  in  tools,  seeds,  pigs,  wheelbarrows, 
and  other  matters,  honestly  intended  to  better  the  condition  of 
the  natives  of  Vanua  Levu  and  Viti  Levu,  did  not  amount  to  a 
single  cent  less  than  one  thousand  dollars,  lawful  money  of  the 
republic 


In  lookintr  c^pr  the  paclsages,  Mark  found  white  clover  seed, 
and  Tiinothv  seed,  among  other  things,  in  snffiticnt  qujintity  to 
covcT  most  of  tlie  mount  of  the  crater.  The  weather  tempo- 
rnrily  clearing  off,  he  called  to  Bob,  and  they  went  ashore 
together,  Murk  carrying  some  of  the  gmss  seed  in  a  pail,  while 
Retts  followed  with  a  vessel  to  hold  guano.  Providing  a  quan- 
tity of  the  last  from  a  barrel  that  had  been  previously  filled 
with  it,  and  covered  to  protect  it  from  the  r^n,  they  cUmbered 
up  the  side  of  the  crater.  This  was  the  first  time  either  bad 
ascended  since  the  day  they  finished  planting  there,  and  Mark 
approached  his  hills  with  a  good  deal  of  freshly-revived  interest 
in  their  fate.  From  Ihem  he  expected  very  little,  having  had 
no  loam  to  mix  with  the  ashes  ;  but,  by  dwelling  so  nmeh  of 
late  on  the  subject  of  tillage,  he  was  not  without  faint  hopes  of 
meetirg  with  some  little  reward  for  the  pains  he  had  taken. 
The  rcailer  will  judge  of  the  rapture,  then,  as  well  as  of  the  sur- 
prise, with  which  ho  first  saw  a  hill  of  melons,  nlready  in  iho 
fourth    leaf     Here,  then,  was   the  great  problem  suircessfully 
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of  Mark  Woolston.  It  far  exceeded  the  joy  that  would  be  apt 
to  be  awakened  by  a  relief  from  an  apprehension  of  wanting 
food  at  a  distant  day,  for  it  resembled  something  of  the  charac- 
U^  of  a  new  creation.  He  went  from  hill  to  hill,  and  every- 
where did  he  discover  plants,  some  just  peeping  through  the 
ashes,  othere  already  in  leaf,  and  all  seemingly  growing  and 
thriving.  Fortunately,  Kitty  had  not  been  on  the  mount  for 
the  last  fortnight,  her  acquired  habits,  and  the  total  nakedness 
of  the  hills,  having  kept  her  below  with  the  other  animals, 
since  her  first  visits,  ^iark  saw  the  necessity  of  keeping  her  off 
the  elevation,  which  she  would  certainly  climb  the  instant  any 
thing  like  verdure  caught  her  eyes  from  below.  He  determined, 
therefore,  to  confine  her  to  the  ship,  until  he  had  taken  the 
precautions  necessary  to  prevent  her  ascending  the  mount. 
This  last  was  easily  enough  done.  On  the  exterior  of  the  hills 
there  were  but  three  places  where  even  a  goat  could  get  up. 
This  was  owing  to  the  circumstance  that  the  base  of  the  ascent 
rose  like  a  wall,  for  some  ten  or  twelve  feet,  everywhere  but  at 
the  three  points  mentioned.  It  appeared  to  Mark  as  if  the  sea 
had  formerly  washed  around  the  crater,  giving  this  form  to  its 
bottom,  for  so  wall-like  was  the  rock  for  these  ten  or  twelve 
feet,  that  it  would  have  defied  the  efforts  of  a  man  for  a  long 
time,  to  overcome  the  difficulties  of  the  ascent.  At  two  of  the 
places  where  the  debris  had  made  a  rough  footing,  half  an  hour's 
work  would  remove  the  material,  and  leave  these  spots  as  im- 
passable as  the  others.  At  the  third  point,  it  might  require  a 
good  deal  of  labor  to  effect  the  object.  At  this  last  place, 
Mark  told  Betts  it  would  be  necessary,  for  the  moment,  to  make 
some  sort  of  a  fence.  Within  the  crater,  it  was  equally  diffi- 
cult to  ascend,  except  at  one  or  two  places ;  but  these  ascents 
our  mariners  thought  of  improving,  by  making  steps,  as  the 
animals  were  effectually  excluded  from  the  plain  within  by 
means  of  the  sail  which  served  for  a  curtain  at  the  gateway,  or 
hole  of  entrance. 

As  soon  as  Mark  had  recovered  a  little  from  his  fii*st  surprise, 
he  sent  Bob  below  to  bring  up  some  buckets  filled  with  the 
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earth  brought  from  Loam  Rock,  or  Uland.  This  soil  wm  laid 
cnrcfully  arounil  each  of  the  plants,  the  two  working  alternately 
at  the  task,  until  n  bucket-full  had  been  laid  in  each  hill.  Mark 
dill  not  know  it  at  the  time,  but  subsequent  experience  gave 
him  reason  to  suapect,  that  tbis  forethought  saved  most  of  his 
favorites  from  premature  deatiis.  Seed  tuight  germinate,  aud 
the  plants  shoot  luvuriuiitly  from  out  of  the  ashes  of  the  volcano, 
under  the  united  iufluence  of  the  nuu  and  rains,  in  that  loir 
latitude  ;  but  it  was  questionable  whether  the  nourishment  to 
be  derived  trom  eucIi  a  soil,  if  soil  it  could  yet  be  called,  would 
prove  to  be  sufficient  to  sustain  the  plants  when  they  got  to  be 
of  an  age  and  tho  to  demauJ  all  the  support  they  wanted.  So 
convinced  did  Mark  become,  as  the  acaaon  adviuiced,  of  the 
prudence  of  what  lie  then  did  out  of  a  mere  impulse,  that  he 
passed  hours,  auhsequently,  in  raising  loam  to  the  summit  of 
tfic  mount,  in  order  to  place  it  iu  the  differeut  hills.  For  this 
purpose,  Bob  rigged  a  little  derrick,  aud  fitted  a  whip,  so  that 
the  buckets  were  whipped  np,  sailor-fashion,  after  two  or  three 
cxpcrimenta  made  in  lugging  them  up  by  hand  had  suggested 
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it  with  wbateyer  there  was  of  soil  on  the  surface,  giving  it  every 
chance  to  take  root  that  circumstances  would  allow. 

This  preliminary  step  taken  toward  covering  the  face  of  the 
mount  with  verdure,  our  mariners  went  to  work  to  laj  out  their 
garden,  regularly,  within  the  crater.  Mark  manifested  a  good 
deal  of  ingenuity  in  this  matter.  With  occasional  exceptions, 
the  surface  of  the  plain,  or  the  bottom  of  the  crater,  was  an 
even  crust  of  no  great  thickness,  composed  of  concrete  ashes, 
BCorifiB,  etc.,  but  which  might  have  borne  the  weight  of  a  loaded 
wagon.  This  crust  once  broken,  which  it  was  not  very  difficult 
to  do  by  means  of  picks  and  crows,  the  materials  beneath  were 
found  loose  enough  for  the  purposes  of  agriculture,  almost  with- 
out using  the  spade.  Now,  space  being  abundant,  Mark  drew 
lines,  in  fanciful  and  winding  paths,  leaving  the  crust  for  his 
walks,  and  only  breaking  into  the  loose  materials  beneath, 
wherever  he  wished  to  form  a  bed.  This  variety  served  to 
amuse  him  and  Betts,  and  they  worked  with  so  much  the 
greater  zeal,  as  their  labors  produced  objects  that  were  agreeable 
to  the  eye,  and  which  amused  them  now,  while  they  promised 
to  benefit  them  hereafter.  As  each  bed,  whether  oval,  wind- 
ing, or  straight,  was  dug,  the  loam  and  sea-weed  was  mixed  up 
in  it,  in  great  abundance,  after  which  it  was  sown,  or  planted. 

Mark  was  fully  aware  that  many  of  Friend  Abraham  Whitens 
seeds,  if  they  grew  and  brought  their  fruits  to  maturity,  would 
necessarily  change  their  properties  in  that  climate ;  some  for 
the  worse,  and  others  for  the  better.  From  the  Irish  potato, 
the  cabbage,  and  most  of  the  more  northern  vegetables,  he  did 
not  expect  much,  under  any  circumstances ;  but  he  thought  he 
would  try  all,  and  having  several  regularly  assorted  boxes  of 
garden  seeds,  just  as  they  had  been  purchased  out  of  the  shops 
of  Philadelphia,  his  garden  scarce  wanted  any  plant  that  was 
then  known  to  the  kitchens  of  America. 

Our  mariners  were  quite  a  fortnight  preparing,  manuring, 
and  sowing  their  parterre,  which,  when  complete,  occupied 
fully  half  an  acre  in  the  very  centre  of  the  crater,  Mark  intend- 
ing it  for  the  nucleus  of  future  similar  works,  that  might  convert 
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the  whole  hundred  acres  into  a  garJen.  By  the  time  the  work 
WHS  done,  the  raina  were  less  frer|ucnt,  thoHsrh  it  still  came  in 
shiiwpra,  und  those  that  were  still  more  favomble  to  vegetation. 
In  that  fortnight  the  plants  on  the  mount  had  made  great  ad- 
vances, showing  the  exuberance  and  growth  of  n  tropie.il  cli- 
mate. It  sometimes,  nay  it  often  happens,  tbat  when  the  sun 
is  the  most  genial  for  vegetation,  moisture  ie  wanting  to  sid  its 
power,  and,  in  some  respects,  to  counteract  its  influence.  Tliese 
long  and  periodical  droughts,  howei'er,  are  not  so  much  owing 
to  beat  ai  to  other  and  local  causes.  Mark  now  began  to  hope, 
as  the  spring  advanced,  that  his  little  It rritory  was  to  be  exempt, 
in  a  great  measure,  from  the  curse  of  droughts — the  Imdes,  and 
Bomc  other  causes  that  to  him  were  unknown,  bringing  clouds 
BO  often  that  not  only  shed  their  rain  upon  his  garden,  but 
which  ser^'ed  in  a  great  measure  to  mitigate  a  beat  that,  without 
shade  of  sonic  sort  or  other,  would  be  really  intolerable. 

With  a   view  to   tbo   approaching   summer,    t 
turned  their  attention  to  the  constructing  of  a  tent  within 
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on  iL  Holes  were  made  in  the  soft  rocks,  and  pieces  of  span 
were  inserted,  to  answer  for  posts.  With  a  commencement  as 
solid  as  this,  it  was  not  difficult  to  make  the  walla  of  the  tent 
(or  marqaee  would  be  the  better  word,  since  both  habitations 
had  nearly  upright  sides),  by  means  of  an  old  fore-course.  In 
order  to  get  the  canvas  up  there,  however,  it  was  found  neces- 
aary  to  cut  out  the  pieces  below,  when,  by  means  of  the  pur- 
chase at  the  derrick,  it  was  all  hoisted  to  the  Summit 

These  several  arrangements  occupied  Mark  and  Bob  another 
fortnight,  completing  the  first  (lunrter  of  a  year  they  had  passed 
on  the  reef.  By  this  time  tbcy  had  got  accustomed  to  their 
sitnation,  and  had  (alien  into  regular  courses  of  duty,  thongh 
the  increasing  heats  admonished  both  of  the  prudence  of  not  ex- 
posing tbemselres  too  much  beneath  the  fiery  sun  at  noon-day. 


CHAPTER  Vni. 

rrotn  the  fall-^rowudKj' Abemm^ili0ipar 
IK  tin  tbfl  ]iik«,  and  glldt  encb  El(«aj  ftDwvr» 

HI  u  ll^ht.  uil  munllcH  » lU  mja— 

rrwn  ^tmr^D^of  rDek&,»tniiig  mys  nbomid 

jug  tbd  djtj  on  Qow'rj  plhfni  snpDDd.*^ 


Aftbh  the  lent  on  tlie  Sainmit  was  erected,  Mark  passed 

much  of  his  leisure  time  there.  Thither  he  conveyed  many  of 
his  books,  of  which  he  had  a  very  respectable  collection,  hii 
flute,  and  a  portion  of  his  writing  materials.      There  he  could 
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on  the  rock  caaght  his  eye.  This  spot  was  some  little  distance 
from  him,  and  going  to  it,  he  foand  that  large  quantities  of  hLs 
grass  seed  had  actually  taken  !  Now  he  might  hope  to  con- 
vert that  barren-looking,  and  often  glaring  rock,  into  a  beauti- 
ful grassy  hill,  and  render  that  which  was  sometimes  painful 
to  the  eyes,  a  pleasure  to  look  upon.  The  young  man  under- 
stood the  laws  of  vegetation  well  enough  to  be  certain  that 
could  the  roots  of  grasses  once  insinuate  themselves  into  the 
almost  invisible  crevices  of  the  crust  that  covered  the  place, 
they  would  of  themselves  let  in  light,  air,  and  water  enough  for 
their  own  wants,  and  thus  increase  the  very  fertility  on  which 
they  subsisted.  He  did  not  fail,  however,  to  aid  nature,  by 
scattering  a  fresh  supply  of  guano  all  over  the  hill. 

While  Mark  was  thus  employed  at  home.  Bob  rowed  out  to 
the  reef^  bringing  in  his  fish  in  such  quantities  that  it  occurred 
to  Mark  to  convert  them  also  into  manure.  A  fresh  half  acre 
was  accordingly  broken  up,  within  the  crater,  the  cool  of  the 
mornings  and  of  the  evenings  being  taken  for  the  toil ;  and,  as 
soon  as  a  bed  was  picked  over,  quantities  of  fish  were  buried  in 
it,  and  left  there  to  decay.  Nor  did  Betts  neglect  the  sea- weed 
the  while.  On  several  occasions  he  floated  large  bodies  of  it  in, 
irom  the  outer  reefs,  which  were  all  safely  landed  and  wheeled 
into  the  crater,  where  a  long  pile  of  it  was  formed,  mingled 
with  loam  from  Loam  Island,  and  guano.  This  work,  however, 
gradually  ceased  as  the  season  advanced,  and  summer  came  in 
earnest.  That  season,  however,  did  not  prove  by  any  means  as 
formidable  as  Mark  had  anticipated,  the  sea-breezes  keeping  the 
place  cool  and  refreshed.  Our  mariners  now  missed  the  rain, 
which  was  by  no  means  as  frequent  as  it  had  been,  though  it 
fell  in  lai^er  quantities  when  it  did  come.  The  stock  had  to  be 
watered  for  several  weeks,  the  power  of  the  sun  causing  all  the 
water  that  lodged  in  the  cavities  of  the  rocks  to  evaporate  al- 
most immediately. 

During  the  time  it  was  too  warm  to  venture  out  in  the  din- 
gui,  except  for  half  an  hour  of  a  morning,  or  for  as  long  a 
period  of  an  evening,  Mark  turned  his  attention  to  the  ship 


again.  Seizing  suiliibic  momenta,  each  sail  was  loosened,  titor- 
ougbly  liried,  unbent,  and  got  below.  An  awning  was  got 
out  and  spread,  and  the  decka  were  wet  down,  morning  and 
eveninjt,  both  for  the  purposes  of  cleanliness,  and  to  keep  them 
from  cheeking.  The  hold  was  now  entered  and  overhauled, 
for  Ihe  first  time  since  the  accident.  A  great  many  uaefii] 
things  were  found  in  it,  and  among  other  articles,  two  barrels 
of  good  sharp  vinegar,  which  Friend  Abraham  White  had 
ciiuaed  to  be  put  on  board  to  be  used  with  any  thing  that  could 
bo  pickled,  as  an  anti-.<worbutic.  The  onions  and  cucaiubers 
both  promising  so  well,  Murk  rejoiced  at  this  discovery,  deter- 
mining at  once  to  use  some  of  the  vinegar  on  a  part  of  his  ex- 
pected crf'p  of  those  two  vegetables. 

One  doy  as  Bob  was  raoimaging  about  in  the  hold,  and  Mark 
was  looking  on,  that  being  the  coolest  place  on  the  whole  ree^ 
the  former  got  hold  of  a  piece  of  wood,  and  began  to  tug  at  it 
to  draw  it  out  from  among  a.  pile  that  lay  in  a  dark  comer. 
After  several  efforts,  the  stick  came,  when  Mark,  struck  with  ■ 
Ipse  he  got  of  ils  form,  bade  Boh  bring  it  under  the  light  of 
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nor  Belts  was  a  boat-builder,  or  a  shipwright ;  but  each  had  a 
certain  amount  of  knowledge  on  the  subject,  and  each  well 
knew  where  every  piece  was  intended  to  be  put.  What  a  revo- 
lution this  discovery  made  in  the  feelings  of  our  young  husband  I 
He  had  never  totally  despaired  of  seeing  Bridget  agun,  for  that 
would  scarce  have  comported  with  his  youth  and  sanguine  tem- 
perament ;  but  the  hope  had,  of  late,  become  so  very  dim,  as  to 
$arvive  only  as  that  feeling  will  endure  in  the  bosoms  of  the 
youthful  and  inexperienced.  Mark  had  lived  a  long  time  for 
his  years ;  had  seen  more  and  performed  far  more  than  usually 
&Us  to  persons  of  his  age,  and  he  was,  by  character,  prudent 
and  practical ;  but  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  one  who 
had  lived  as  long  and  as  well  as  himself,  to  give  up  every  expec- 
tation of  being  restored  to  his  bride,  even  in  circumstances  more 
discouraging  than  those  in  which  he  was  actually  placed.  Still, 
he  had  been  slowly  accustoming  himself  to  the  idea  of  a  pro- 
tracted separation,  and  had  never  lost  sight  of  the  expediency 
of  making  his  preparations  for  passing  his  entire  life  in  the  soli- 
tary place  where  he  and  Betts  had  been  cast  by  a  mysterious 
and  unexpected  dispensation  of  a  Divine  Providence.  When 
Bob,  from  time  to  time,  insisted  on  his  account  of  the  mate- 
rials for  the  pinnace  being  in  the  ship,  Mark  had  listened  in- 
credulously, unconscious  himself  how  much  his  mind  had  been 
occupied  by  Bridget  when  this  part  of  the  cargo  had  been  taken 
in,  and  unwilling  to  believe  such  an  acquisition  could  have  been 
made  without  his  knowledge.  Now  that  he  saw  it,  however,  a 
tumultuous  rushing  of  all  the  blood  in  his  body  toward  his 
heart,  almost  overpowered  him,  and  the  future  entirely  changed 
its  aspects.  He  did  not  doubt  an  instant,  of  the  ability  of  Bob 
and  himself  to  put  these  blessed  materials  together,  or  of  their 
success  in  navigating  the  mild  sea  around  them,  for  any  necessa- 
ry  distance,  in  a  craft  of  the  size  this  must  turn  out  to  be.  A 
bright  vista,  with  Bridget's  brighter  countenance  at  its  termina- 
tion,  glowed  before  his  ims^ination,  and  a  great  deal  of  whole- 
some philosophy  and  Christian  submission  were  unsettled,  as  it 
might  be,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  by  this  all-important  dis- 
6 
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eovery,  Mark  liaii  never  alianijoned  tlie  thought  of  conBtmct- 
ing  a  little  vessel  with  materials  torn  from  the  ship ;  but  that 
would  have  been  a  most  laborious,  as  well  as  a  doubtful  eiperi- 
iiietit,  while  here  was  the  problem  solved,  with  a  certainty  and 
precision  almost  equal  to  one  in  mathematics  I 

The  agitation  iind  revulsion  of  feeling  produced  in  Mark  by 
the  discovery  of  the  materinla  of  the  pinnace,  were  so  great  as  to 
prevent  hitn  from  maturing  any  plan  for  several  days.  During 
that  time  he  could  perceive  in  himaelf  an  alteration  that  amounb- 
rd  almost  to  an  entire  ehaage  of  character.  The  vines  on  the 
Summit  were  now  in  liill  leaf,  and  they  covered  broad  patches 
of  the  rock  with  their  luxuriant  vegetation,  while  the  grass 
could  aetuiilly  be  seen  from  the  ship,  converting  the  drab- 
colnred  coneretions  of  the  mount  into  slopes  and  acclivities  of 
verdure.  But  al!  this  delighled  him  no  longer.  Home  and 
Bridget  met  him  even  in  the  fanciful  and  now  thriving  beds 
within  the  crst«r,  where  every  thing  appeared  to  push  forward 
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greater  part  of  the  day,  that  it  would  hare  far  exceeded  the 
power  of  our  two  mariners  to  support  it,  on  a  naked  rock,  and 
without  shade  of  any  sort  The  frame  of  the  pinnace  must  be 
set  up  somewhere  near  the  water,  regular  ways  being  necessary 
to  launch  her;  and  nowhere,  on  the  shore,  was  the  smallest 
shade  to  be  found,  without  recourse  to  artificial  means  of  pro- 
curing it  As  Mark's  impatience  would  no  longer  brook  delay, 
this  artificial  shade,  therefore,  was  the  first  thing  to  be  attend- 
ed to. 

The  leeward  end  of  the  reef  was  chosen  for  the  new  ship- 
yard. Although  this  choice  imposed  a  good  deal  of  additional 
labor  on  the  two  workmen,  by  compelling  them  to  transport  all 
the  materials  rather  more  than  a  mile,  reflection  and  examina- 
tion induced  Mark  to  select  the  spot  he  did.  The  formation 
of  the  rock  was  more  favorable  there,  he  fancied,  than  in  any 
pther  phice  he  could  find ;  offering  greater  facilities  for  launch- 
ing. This  was  one  motive  ;  but  the  principal  inducement  was 
connected  with  an  apprehension  of  floods.  By  the  wall-like 
appearance  of  the  exterior  base  of  the  mount ;  by  the  smooth- 
ness of  the  surface  of  the  reef  in  general,  which,  while  it  had 
many  inequalities,  wore  the  appearance  of  being  semi-polished 
by  the  washing  of  water  over  it ;  and  by  the  certain  signs  that 
were  to  be  found  on  most  of  the  lower  half  of  the  plain  of  the 
crater  itself,  Mark  thought  it  apparent  that  the  entire  reef,  the 
crater  excepted,  had  been  often  covered  with  the  water  of  the 
ocean,  and  that  at  no  very  distant  day.  The  winter  months 
were  usually  the  tempestuous  months  in  that  latitude,  though 
hurricanes  might  at  any  time  occur.  Now,  the  winter  was  yet 
an  untried  experiment  with  our  two  **  reefers,*'  as  Bob  some- 
times laughingly  called  himself  and  Mark,  and  hurricanes  were 
things  that  often  raised  the  seas  in  their  neighborhood  several 
feet,  in  an  hour  or  two.  Should  the  water  be  actually  driven 
upon  the  reef,  so  as  to  admit  of  a  current  to  wash  across  it,  or 
the  waves  to  roll  along  its  surface,  the  pinnace  would  be  in  the 
greatest  danger  of  being  carried  ofif  before  it  could  be  even 
launched. 
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All  these  thingK  Mark  bore  in  mind,  and  he  cho»e  the  spot 
he  did,  with  an  eye  to  those  floods  altogether.  It  might  be 
six  or  eight  months  before  they  could  be  ready  to  get  the  pin- 
nace into  the  water,  and  it  now  wanted  but  six  to  the  Etonuy 
Bea-son.  At  the  western,  or  leeward  extremity  of  the  island, 
the  little  eruft  would  be  under  the  lee  of  tlic  cruter,  whith  would 
form  a  sort  of  breakwater,  and  might  be  the  means  of  prevent- 
ing it  from  being  washed  aivsy,  TTieii  the  rock,  just  at  that 
spot,  was  tlirec  or  four  feet  higher  than  at  any  other  point, 
sufficiently  near  the  sea  to  admit  of  launching  with  case;  and 
the  two  advantages  united,  indueod  our  young  "  reefer"  to  in- 
cur the  labor  of  Iruusportiug  the  mateviala  the  dtstaDce  named, 
in  preference  to  foregoing  them.  The  raft,  boweror,  was  put  in 
reijuiaitioji,  and  the  entire  frame,  with  a  few  of  the  planks  neces- 
sary for  8  commencement,  was  carried  round  at  oue  load. 

I'reviouBly  Uj  laying  the  keel  of  the  pinnace,  Alark  named  it 
the  Neshumuny,  afler  a  creek  that  wus  nearly  opposit«  to  tiiu 
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oonld  not  have  been  made  in  a  twelvemonth.  But  by  drilling 
with  a  crowbar  a  foot  or  two  into  the  rock,  and  charging  the 
cavity  with  a  very  small  portion  of  powder,  the  lava  was  cracked, 
when  the  stones  rather  easily  were  raised  by  means  of  the  picks 
and  crows.  Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  amount  of  labor 
that  was  expended  on  this,  the  first  step  in  the  new  task,  by 
the  circumstance  that  a  month  was  passed  in  setting  those  eight 
awning-posts  alone.  When  up,  however,  they  perfectly  an- 
swered the  purpose,  every  thing  having  been  done  in  a  thorough, 
seaman-like  manner.  At  the  top  of  each  post,  itself  a  portion 
of  solid  spar,  a  watch-tackle  was  lashed,  by  means  of  which  the 
sail  was  bowsed  up  to  its  place.  To  prevent  the  bagging  una- 
voidable in  an  awning  of  that  size,  several  uprights  were  set  in 
the  centre,  on  end,  answering  their  purpose  sufficiently  without 
boring  into  the  rocks. 

Bob  was  in  raptures  with  the  new  "ship-yard."  It  was  as 
large  as  the  main-sail  of  a  ship  of  four  hundred  tons,  wjis  com- 
plete as  to  shade,  with  the  advantage  of  letting  the  breeze  cir- 
culatii,  and  had  a  reasonable  chance  of  escaping  from  the  calam- 
ities of  a  flood.  Mark,  too,  was  satisfied  with  the  result,  and 
the  very  next  day  after  this  task  was  completed,  our  shipwrights 
set  to  work  to  lay  their  keel.  That  day  was  memorable  on 
another  account.  Bob  had  gone  to  the  Summit  in  quest  of  a 
tool  left  there,  in  fitting  up  the  boat  of  Mark,  and  while  on  the 
mount,  he  ascertained  the  important  fact  that  the  melons  were 
beginning  to  ripen.  He  brought  down  three  or  four  of  these 
delicious  fruits,  and  Mark  had  the  gratification  of  tasting  some 
of  the  bounties  of  Providence,  which  had  boen  bestowed  as  a 
reward  of  his  own  industry  and  forethought.  It  was  necessary 
to  eat  of  these  melons  in  moderation,  however ;  but  it  was  a 
great  relief  to  get  them  at  all,  after  subsisting  for  so  long  a  time 
on  salted  meats,  principally,  with  no  other  vegetables  but  such 
as  were  dry,  and  had  been  long  in  the  ship.  It  was  not  the 
melons  alone,  however,  that  were  getting  to  be  ripe ;  for,  on 
examining,  himself,  among  the  vines  which  now  covered  fully 
an  acre  of  the  Sarunit,  Mark  found  squashes,  cucumbers,  onions. 
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Hweet  patatops,  tomBtoes,  string-beaus,  and  two  or  three  other 
veijvtaljlcs,  all  equally  fit  to  bo  uaed.  From  that  time,  some 
of  tiiuse  planU  wore  put  ioto  the  pot  daily,  nnit  certain  slight 
apprehtiiii^Lona  which  Woolaton  had  begun  ^aio  to  entertain  on 
the  subject  of  scurvy,  were  soon  dissipnbsd.  As  for  the  garden 
witbiu  the  crater,  which  was  much  the  most  extensive  and 
artistical,  it  was  somewhat  behind  that  on  the  Summit,  having 
been  later  tilled  ;  but  every  thing,  there,  looked  eqnally  prom- 
ii^ing,  and  Mark  saw  that  one  acre,  well  worked,  would  produce 
more  than  he  and  Betts  could  consume  in  a  twelvomontli. 

It  was  an  important  day  on  the  rocf  when  the  keel  of  the 
pinnace  was  laid.  On  examinlag  his  materiaU,  Mark  ascertuincd 
thill  the  bout-builders  had  marked  and  numbered  each  portion 
of  the  frame,  ear;h  plank,  and  every  thing  else  that  belonged  to 
the  pinnai'.e.  Holes  were  bore<l,  and  every  thing  had  been 
done  in  the  boat-yard  that  could  be  useful  to  those  (vbo,  it  was 
expected,  were  to  put  the  work  together  in  a  distant  part  of 
the  world.      This  greatly  fneilitated   our  new  boat-builders'  la- 
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was  just  four-and-twcntv  feet  long,  the  dbtancc  between  the 
kiiight-heads  and  the  taffrail  being  six  feet  greater ;  the  beam, 
from  outside  to  outside,  was  nine  feet,  and  the  hold  mi^ht  be 
computed  at  five  feet  in  depth.  This  gave  something  like  a 
measurement  of  eleven  tons ;  the  pinnace  liaving  been  intended 
for  a  craft  a  trifle  smaller  than  this.  As  a  vessel  of  eleven  tons 
might  make  very  good  weather  in  a  sea-way,  if  properly  han- 
dled, the  result  gave  great  satisfaction,  Mark  cheering  Bob  with 
accounts  of  crafts,  of  much  smaller  dimensions,  that  had  navi- 
gated the  more  stormy  seas  with  entire  safety,  on  various  occa- 
sions. 

The  planking  of  the  Neshamony  was  no  great  matter,  being 
completed  the  week  it  was  commenced.  The  caulking,  how- 
ever, gave  more  trouble,  though  Bob  had  done  a  good  deal  of 
that  sort  of  work  in  his  day.  It  took  a  fortnight  for  the  honest 
fellow  to  do  the  caulking  to  his  own  mind,  and  before  it  was 
finished  another  great  discovery  was  made  by  rummaging  in 
the  ship^s  hold,  in  quest  of  some  of  the  fastenings  which  had 
not  at  first  been  found.  A  quantity  of  old  sheet-copper,  that 
had  run  its  time  on  a  vessel's  bottom,  was  brought  to  light, 
marked  "copper  for  the  pinnace."  Friend  Abraham  White 
had  bethought  him  of  the  worms  of  the  low  latitudes,  and  had 
sent  out  enough  of  the  refuse  copper  of  a  vessel  that  had  been 
broken  up,  to  cover  the  bottom  of  this  little  craft  fairly  up  to 
her  bends.  To  work,  then,  Mark  and  Bob  went  to  put  on  the 
sheathing  paper  and  copper  that  had  thus  bountifully  been  pro- 
vided for  them,  as  soon  as  the  seams  were  well  payed.  This 
done,  and  it  was  no  great  job,  the  paint-brush  was  set  to  work^ 
and  the  hull  was  completed  1  In  all,  Mark  and  Betts  were 
eight  weeks,  hard  at  work,  putting  their  pinnace  together. 
When  she  was  painted,  the  summer  was  more  than  half  gone. 
The  laying  of  the  deck  had  given  more  trouble  than  any  other 
portion  of  the  work  on  the  boat,  and  this  because  it  was  not  a 
plain,  full  dock,  or  one  that  covered  the  whole  of  the  vessel,  but 
left  small  stern-sheets  aft,  which  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
the  comfort  and  safety  of  those  she  was  to  carry.     The  whole 


was  got  togetiier,  however,  leaving  Mark  and  Bob  to  rejoice 
in  their  success  thus  far,  and  to  pirazlc  their  heads  about  tlie 
lOL-ans  of  getting  their  craft  into  the  water,  dow  she  wns  built. 
In  a.  word,  it  was  far  easier  to  put  together  a  vessel  of  ten  tons, 
that  had  been  thua  ready  fitted  to  their  hands,  than  it  was  to 
luuneh  her. 

As  each  of  our  mariners  had  necessarily  seen  many  veasels 
in  their  cradles,  each  had  some  idea  of  what  it  was  now  neci-s- 
Bary  to  da  Mark  haii  laid  the  keel  as  near  the  water  as  he 
could  get  it,  and  by  this  precaution  had  saved  himself  a  good 
deal  of  labor.  It  was  very  easy  to  find  luateriah  for  the  ways, 
many  h(>nvy  planks  still  remaining;  but  the  difficulty  was  to 
lay  them  so  that  they  would  not  spread.  Here  the  awning- 
posts  were  fount]  of  good  service,  plank  being  sot  on  Iheir 
edges  against  them,  which,  in  their  turn,  wore  made  to  sustain 
the  props  of  the  ways.  In  order  to  save  materials  in  tlie  erudle, 
the  ways  theuiselve.i  were  laid  on  blocks,  and  they  were  secured 
as  well  as  the  skill  of  our  self-formed  shipwrights  could  do  it. 
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hogs  from  tearing  the  sail,  it  was  placed  on  two  of  the  wheel- 
barrows and  wheeled  up  into  the  crater,  whither  those  ani- 
mals had  never  yet  found  their  way.  Then  the  shears  were  got 
up,  and  the  mast  was  stepped  and  rigged;  the  boat's  sails 
were  found  and  bent.  Mark  now  thought  enough  had  been 
done,  and  that,  the  next  day,  they  might  undertake  the  launch. 
But  another  suggestion  of  Bob's  delayed  the  proceedings. 

The  weather  still  continued  clouded  and  menacing.  Betta 
was  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  it  might  be  well  to  stow  the  pro- 
visions and  water  they  intended  to  use  in  the  pinnace,  while  she 
was  on  the  stocks,  as  they  could  work  round  her  so  much  the 
more  easily  then  than  afterward.  Accordingly,  the  breakers 
were  got  out,  on  board  the  ship,  and  filled  with  fresh  water. 
They  were  then  struck  into  the  raft  A  barrel  of  beef,  and  one- 
of  pork  followed,  with  a  quantity  of  bread.  At  two  trips  the 
raft  carried  all  the  provisions  and  stores  that  were  wanted,  and 
the  cargoes  were  landed,  rolled  up  to  the  side  of  the  pinnace, 
hoisted  on  board  of  her,  by  means  of  the  throat-Tialliard,  and 
properly  stowed.  Two  grapnels,  or  rather  one  grapnel  and  a 
small  kedge,  wore  found  among  the  pinnace's  materials,  every 
thing  belonging  to  her  having  been  stowed  in  the  same  part  of 
the  ship.  These,  too,  were  carried  round  to  the  ship-yard,  got 
un  board,  and  their  hawsers  bent.  In  a  word,  every  preparation 
was  made  that  might  be  necessary  to  make  sail  on  the  pinnace, 
and  to  proceed  to  sea  in  her  at  once. 

It  was  rather  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  third  clouded  day, 
that  Betts  himself  admitted  no  more  could  be  done  to  the  Nesh- 
amony,  previously  to  putting  her  into  the  water.  When  our 
two  mariners  cease<l  the  business  of  the  day,  therefore,  it  was 
with  the  understanding  that  they  would  turn  out  early  in  the 
morning,  wedge  up,  and  launch.  An  hour  of  daylight  remain- 
ing, Mark  went  up  to  the  Summit  to  select  a  few  melons,  and  to 
take  a  look  at  the  state  of  the  plantations  and  gardens.  Before 
ascending  the  hill,  the  young  man  walked  through  his  garden 
in  the  crater,  where  every  thing  was  flourishing  and  doing  well. 
Many  of  the  vegeUubles  were  bv  this  time  fit  to  eat,  and  there 
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ivaa  every  prospect  of  there  being  a  sufficient  quantity  raieed  to 
meet  the  waiiU  of  two  or  three  persons  fur  u  long  puriod  ahead. 
The  sight  of  these  fruite  of  his  toil,  and  the  hixuriaace  of  the 
diffiTLut  plaiitri,  caused  a  moraentarj  feding  of  regret  in  Mark 
ut  the  thought  of  lieiiig  about  to  quit  the  place  forever.  He 
even  faneied  ho  should  have  a  certain  pleasure  in  returning  to 
(ho  reef;  and  once  a  faint  outline  of  a  plan  came  over  his  mind, 
in  which  he  fancied  that  he  might  bring  Bridget  to  this  place, 
and  pass  the  rest  of  his  life  with  her,  in  the  midst  of  its  peace 
and  tranquillity.  This  was  but  a  passing  thought,  however,  and 
was  Goon  forgotten  in  the  pictures  that  crowded  on  his  mind,  in 
connection  with  the  great  anticipated  event  of  the  next  day. 

While  strolling  about  the  little  walks  of  his  garden,  the  ap- 
pnunince  of  verdure  along  the  edge  of  the  crater,  or  iiumedial«ty 
lieueath  the  cliff,  caught  Mark's  eye.  Going  hastily  to  the 
spot,  he  found  tliat  there  was  a  long  row  of  plants  of  a  new  sort, 
not  only  appearing  above  the  ground,  but  already  in  leaf,  and 
rising  severil    inches    in    height.     These  were  the  results  of 


the 


eeJs  of  the 


.  lemons,   limes,   shaddocks. 
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had  a  fancy  it  might  be  the  last  in  which  they  conid  ever  have 
any  chance  of  doing  so,  and  attachment  to  the  vessel  induced 
both  to  return  to  their  old  berths ;  for  latterly  they  had  slept 
In  hammocks,  swung  beneath  the  ship-yard  awning,  in  order  to 
be  near  their  work.  Mark  was  awoke  at  a  very  early  hour,  by 
the  howling  of  a  gale  among  the  rigging  and  spars  of  the  Ran- 
cocus,  sounds  that  ho  had  not  heard  for  many  a  day,  and 
which,  at  first,  were  actually  pleasant  to  his  ears.  Throwing  on 
his  clothes,  and  going  out  on  the  quarter-deck,  he  found  that  a 
tempest  was  upon  them.  The  storm  far  exceeded  any  thing 
that  he  had  ever  before  witnessed  in  the  Pacific.  The  ocean 
was  violently  agitated,  and  the  rollers  came  in  over  the  reef,  to 
windward,  with  a  force  and  majesty  that  seemed  to  disregard 
the  presence  of  the  rocks.  It  was  just  light,  and  Mark  called 
Bob,  in  alarm.  The  aspect  of  things  was  really  serious,  and, 
at  first,  our  mariners  had  great  apprehensions  for  .the  safety  of 
the  ship.  It  was  true,  the  sea-wall  resisted  every  shock  of  the 
rollers  that  reached  it,  but  even  the  billows  after  they  were 
broken  by  this  obstacle,  came  down  upon  the  vessel  with  a 
violence  that  brought  a  powerful  strain  on  every  rope-yam  in 
the  sheet-cable.  Fortunately,  the  ground-tackle,  on  which  the 
safety  of  the  vessel  depended,  was  of  the  very  best  quality,  and 
the  anchor  was  known  to  have  an  excellent  hold.  Then,  the 
preservation  of  the  ship  was  no  longer  a  motive  of  the  first 
consideration  with  them ;  that  of  the  pinnace  being  the  thing 
now  most  to  be  regarded.  It  might  grieve  them  both  to  see 
the  Rancocus  thrown  upon  the  rocks,  and  broken  up  ;  but  of 
far  greater  account  was  it  to  their  future  prospects  that  the 
Neshamony  should  not  be  injured.  Nor  were  the  signs  of  the 
danger  that  menaced  the  boat  to  be  disregarded.  The  water 
of  the  ocean  appeared  to  be  piling  in  among  these  reefs,  the 
rocks  of  which  resisted  its  passage  to  leeward,  and  already  was 
washing  up  on  the  surface  of  the  reef,  in  places,  threatening 
them  with  a  general  inundation.  It  was  necessary  to  look  after 
the  security  of  various  articles  that  were  scattered  about  on  the 
outer  plain,  and  our  mariners  went  ashore  to  do  so. 


Aliliougli  inteoding  bo  hood  to  tkbandoD  the  reef  slti^ther, 
a  sense  of  caution  induced  Mark  to  take  every  tiling  he  cmild 
within  the  i'raler.  All  Lhu  luwer  portions  of  the  outer  plain 
were  already  eovercd  with  water,  antl  lliose  sagacious  creature*, 
the  hogs,  showed  by  tbeir  snuffing  and  Uisturbf.d  manner  of 
running  uhout,  that  they  had  iiiternal  as  well  as  external  warn- 
ings of  danger.  M.irk  pulled  aside  the  curt^u,  and  let  all  the 
animals  iuto  tlie  orater.  Poor  Kitty  wtu  delighted  to  get  on 
the  Summit,  tvhither  ^he  hood  fuund  her  way,  by  ascending 
the  steps  commonly  used  by  her  mastersi.  Fortunately  for  the 
plants  tlie  gnus  was  in  too  great  abundance,  and  too  grateful 
to  her,  Uiit  to  bo  her  choice  in  preference  to  any  other  food. 
As  for  the  pigs,  they  got  at  work  in  a  pile  of  sea-weed,  and 
overlooked  the  giirden,  which  was  at  some  distance,  until  fairly 
glutted,  and  ready  to  lie  down. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  tempest  increased  in  violence,  the  wa 
continued  to  pile  among  the  rocks,  and  the  water  aclnally  cov- 
ered the  whole  of  the  outer  plain  of  the  reef.  Now  it  was 
that  Mark  cojujireheuded  how  the  base  of  the  crater  had  been 
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The  top*gaIlant>masts  had  also  been  lowered,  and  the  vessel 
was  what  seamen  usually  terra  "  snug."  Mark  would  have 
been  very,  very  sorry  to  see  her  lost,  even  though  he  did  expect 
to  have  very  little  more  use  out  of  her ;  for  he  loved  the  craft 
from  habit. 

After  taking  this  look  at  the  ship,  our  mate  passed  round  the 
Summit,  having  two  or  three  tumbles  on  his  way  in  consequence 
of  puffs  of  wind,  until  he  reached  the  point  over  the  gateway, 
which  was  that  nearest  to  the  ship-yard.  It  now  occurred  to 
him  that  possibly  it  might  become  necessary  to  look  a  little  to 
the  security  of  the  Neshamony,  for,  by  this  time,  the  water  on 
the  reef  was  two  or  three  feet  deep.  To  his  surprise,  on  look- 
ing round  for  Bob,  whom  he  thought  to  be  at  work  securing 
property  near  the  gateway,  he  ascertained  that  the  honest  fellow 
had  waded  down  to  the  ship-yard,  and  clambered  on  board  the 
pinnace,  with  a  view  to  take  care  of  her.  The  distance  between 
the  point  where  Mark  now  stood  and  the  Neshamony,  exceeded 
half  a  mile,  and  communication  with  the  voice  would  have  been 
next  to  impossible,  had  the  wind  not  blown  as  it  did.  With 
the  roaring  of  the  seas  and  the  howling  of  the  gale,  it  was,  of 
course,  entirely  out  of  the  question.  Mark,  however,  could  see 
his  friend,  and  see  that  lie  wjis  gesticulating,  in  the  most  earnest 
manner,  for  himself  to  join  him.  Then  it  was  he  first  perceived 
that  the  pinnace  was  in  motion,  seeming  to  move  on  her  ways. 
Presently  the  blockings  were  washed  from  under  her,  and  the 
boat  went  astern  half  her  length  at  a  single  surge.  Mark  made 
a  bound  down  the  hill,  intending  to  throw  himself  into  the  rag- 
ing surf,  and  to  swim  off  to  the  aid  of  Betts ;  but,  pausing  an 
instant  to  choose  a  spot  at  which  to  get  down  the  steep,  he 
looked  toward  the  ship-yard,  and  saw  the  pinnace  lifted  on  a 
sea,  and  washed  fairly  clear  of  the  land  I 


CHAPTER  IX. 

"Mini's  Hoh  Willi  miLc,  were  WtJudEmnitllnn: 
Nittm  l>  frtipil.  ■oil  ber  wiinu  ore  tfn ; 
ThrM  re«  niuiU  mnwviwl  Mag  tiattn  dull^hU, 
nm  fwli  oW  tbemmlTFi  ncfi  ij'petitu." 

YOCHO. 

It  uould  have  beon  madness  in  Mark  to  pursue  Uis  iotention. 
A  boat,  or  ctaft  of  any  sort,  once  adrift  in  such  s  gate,  could 
not  tiuve  bcou  overtaken  by  even  cue  of  those  islanders  who  are 
kcinwn  to  pass  half  their  livua  in  the  water;  and  tJic  yuung  man 
aunk  down  on  the  rock,  almost  gasping  for  breath  in  the  inten- 
sity of  his  distress.  He  felt  more  for  Bob  than  he  did  for  hioi- 
sell',  for  escape  with  !ife  appeared  to  him  to  he  a  forlorn  hopt 
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and  put  the  helm  down.  With  stern-waj  on  her,  this  caused 
the  bows  of  the  craft  to  fall  off;  and,  as  she  came  broadside  to 
the  gale,  Mark  thought  she  would  fall  over,  also.  Some  idea 
coul  1  be  formed  of  the  power  of  the  wind,  in  the  fact  that  this 
sloop-rigged  craft,  without  a  rag  of  sail  set^  and  with  scarce  any 
hamper  aloft.,  no  sooner  caught  the  currents  of  air  abeam,  than 
she  lay  down  to  it,  as  one  commonly  sees  such  craft  do  under 
their  canvas  in  stiff  breezes. 

It  was  a  proof  that  the  Neshamony  was  well  modelled,  that 
she  began  to  draw  ahead  as  soon  as  the  wind  took  her  fairly  on 
her  broadside,  when  Betts  shifted  the  helm,  and  the  pinnace 
fell  slowly  off.  When  she  had  got  nearly  before  the  wind,  she 
came  up  and  rolled  to  windward  like  a  ship,  and  Mark  scarce 
breathed  as  he  saw  her  plunging  down  upon  the  reefs,  like  a 
firantic  steed  that  knows  not  whither  he  is  rushing  in  his  terror. 
From  the  elevated  position  he  occupied,  Mark  could  see  the 
ocean  as  far  as  the  spray,  which  filled  the  atmosphere,  would 
allow  of  any  thing  being  seen  at  all.  Places  which  were  usually 
white  "with  the  foam  of  breakers,  could  not  now  be  distinguished 
ft'om  any  of  the  raging  cauldron  around  them,  and  it  was  evi- 
dent that  Bob  must  run  at  hazard.  Twenty  times  did  Mark 
expect  to  see  the  pinnace  disappear  in  the  foaming  waves,  as  it 
drove  furiously  onward ;  but  in  each  instance,  the  light  and 
buoyant  boat  came  up  from  cavities  where  our  young  man 
fancied  it  must  be  dashed  to  pieces,  scudding  away  to  leeward 
like  the  sea-fowl  that  makes  its  flight  with  wings  nearly  dipping. 
Mark  now  began  to  hope  that  his  friend  might  piiss  over  the 
many  reefs  that  lay  in  his  track,  and  gain  the  open  water  to 
leeward.  The  rise  in  the  ocean  favored  such  an  expectation, 
and  no  doubt  was  the  reason  why  the  Neshamony  was  not 
dashed  to  pieces  within  the  first  five  minutes  after  she  was 
washed  off  her  ways.  Once  to  leeward  of  the  vast  shoals  that 
surrounded  the  crater,  there  was  the  probability  of  Bob's  find- 
ing smoother  water,  and  the  chance  of  his  riding  out  the  tem- 
pest by  bringing  his  little  sloop  up  head  to  sea.  The  water 
through  which  the  boat  was  then  running  was  more  like  a 


cmildron,  bubbling  aail  boiliii^  nnder  some  intense  heitt  pro- 
duced by  aubtermnenn  fires,  than  the  regulur,  rolling  billows  at 
the  ocean  wlien  piled  up  by  gales.  Under  the  Ice  of  the  shual* 
this  cauldron  would  disappear,  while  the  mountain  w.ives  of 
I  ho  open  ocean  could  not  rise  until  a  certain  dislance  from  the 
sballow  water  enabled  thera  to  "'get  up,"  aa  sailors  esprass  it 
Mark  saw  the  Nesharaony  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hoar  after 
ehi!  was  adrift,  though  long  before  the  expiration  of  even  that 
brief  period  she  was  invisible  for  mntiy  momenta  at  a  time,  in 
consequence  of  the  diftanee,  her  want  of  sail,  her  lowncKS  ia 
the  water,  and  the  troubled  state  of  the  element  through  which 
she  waa  driving.  The  last  look  he  got  of  her  was  at  an  instant 
when  the  spray  was  filling  the  atmosphere  like  a  passing  cloud; 
when  it  had  driven  away,  the  boat  could  no  longer  be  seen  I 

Here  was  a  sudden  and  a  most  unexpected  change  for  the 
worse  in  the  situation  of  Mark  Woolston  !  Not  only  had  he 
loHt  the  means  of  getting  off  the  iitlaud,  hut  he  had  lost  hia 
friend  and  companion.  It  was  true,  Btib  waa  a  rough  and  an 
uncultivated   asaoeiate  ;  but  he  was  honest   aa  human  frailty 
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d^rees  for  the  minutes,  or  the  minutes  for  iLe  degrees.  Or- 
dinarily, however,  he  forgot  all  about  the  numbers  themselves. 
Mark  had  in  vain  endeavored  to  impress  on  his  mind  the  single 
fiwt  that  any  number  which  exceeded  ninety  must  necessarily 
refer  to  longitude,  and  not  to  latitude ;  for  Bob  could  not  be 
made  to  remember  even  this  simple  distinction.  He  was  just 
as  likely  to  believe  the  reef  lay  in  the  hundred  and  twentieth 
d^pree  of  latitude,  as  he  was  to  fancy  it  lay  in  the  twentieth. 
With  such  a  head,  therefore,  it  was  but  little  to  bo  expected 
Bob  could  give  the  information  to  others  necessary  to  find  the 
teeC  even  in  the  almost  hopeless  event  of  his  ever  being  placed 
in  circumstances  to  do  so.  Still,  while  so  completely  ignorant 
of  mathematics  and  arithmetic,  in  all  their  details,  few  mariners 
would  find  their  way  better  than  Bob  Betts  by  the  simple  signs 
of  the  ocean.  He  understood  the  compass  perfectly,  the  varia- 
tions excepted ;  and  his  eye  was  as  true  as  that  of  the  most  ex- 
perienced artist  could  be,  when  it  became  necessary  to  judge  of 
the  color  of  the  water.  On  many  occasions  had  Mark  known 
him  intimate  that  the  ship  was  in  a  current,  and  had  a  wcathcr- 
ly  or  a  lee  set,  when  the  fact  had  escaped  not  only  the  oificers, 
but  the  manufacturers  of  the  charts.  He  judged  by  ripples,  and 
sea-weed,  and  the  other  familiar  signs  of  the  seas,  and  those 
seldom  failed  him.  While,  therefore,  there  was  not  a  seaman 
living  less  likely  to  find  the  reef  again,  when  driven  off  from  its 
vicinity,  by  means  of  observations  and  the  charts,  there  was  not 
a  seaman  living  more  likely  to  find  it,  by  resorting  to  the  other 
helps  of  the  navigator.  On  this  last  peculiarity  Mark  hung  all 
his  hopes  of  seeing  his  friend  again,  when  the  gale  should 
abate. 

Since  the  moment  when  all  the  charge  of  the  ship  fell  upon  his 
shoulders,  by  the  loss  of  Captain  Crutchely,  Mark  had  never  felt 
so  desolate,  as  when  he  lost  sight  of  Bob  and  the  Neshamonv. 
Then,  indeed,  did  he  truly  feel  himself  to  bo  alone,  with  none 
between  him  and  his  God  with  whom  to  commune.  It  is  not 
surprising,  therefore,  that  one  so  much  disposed  to  cherish  his 
i]iterr;ourse  with  the  Divine  Spirit,  knelt  on  the  naked  rock  and 


prayed.  After  tliis  act  of  daty  mid  devotion,  tho  yonng  man 
arose,  »nd  endeavored  to  turn  hia  attention  to  the  etate  of 
tiling  around  him. 

The  gale  still  coutinued  witb  nnnbHtcd  fury.  Each  iuatant  tho 
water  roao  higber  and  higher  on  the  reef,  until  it  began  to  eutur 
within  the  crater,  by  means  of  tho  gutterH  that  had  been  worn  in 
the  lavu,  covering  two  or  three  acres  of  the  tower  part  of  its  plain. 
As  for  the  Raucocus,  though  occasionally  pitching  more  heavily 
thuu  our  young  man  could  have  believed  positiblc,  behind  the 
^eu-wall,  her  anchor  still  held,  and  no  harm  had  yet  come  to 
licr.  Finding  it  impoaeible  to  do  any  more,  Mark  descended 
into  the  crater,  where  it  was  a  perfect  lull,  though  the  wind 
f.iirly  howled  on  every  side,  and  got  into  one  of  the  South 
American  hurnmockH,  of  which  there  had  been  two  or  three  in 
tho  ship,  smd  of  which  he  had  cauRcd  one  to  be  saapeudcd  bc- 
nciitli  the  Bort  of  tent  he  and  poor  Bob  had  erected  near  tho 
garden.  Ilei'o  Mark  remained  all  the  rc^^t  of  that  day  and 
during  the  whole  of  the  succee<liiig  night.     But  for  what  he 
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crater,  where  the  pigs  were  drinking  and  the  ducks  bathing. 
Kitty  stood  in  sight,  on  the  topmost  knoll  of  the  Summit,  crop- 
ping the  young  sweet  grass  that  had  so  lately  been  refreshed 
by  rain,  disliking  it  none  the  less,  probably,  from  the  circum- 
stance that  a  few  particles  of  salt  were  to  be  found  among  it 
— the  deposit  of  the  spray.  The  garden  looked  smiling,  the 
plants  refreshed,  and  nothing,  as  yet,  touched  in  it,  by  the  visit- 
ors who  had  necessarily  been  introduced. 

Our  young  man  washed  himself  in  one  of  the  pools,  and  then 
crossed  the  plain  to  drive  out  the  pigs  and  poultry,  the  necessity 
of  husbanding  his  stores  pressing  even  painfully  on  his  mind. 
As  he  approached  the  gateway,  he  saw  that  the  sea  had  retired ; 
and,  certain  that  the  animals  would  take  care  of  themselves,  he 
drove  them  through  the  hole,  and  dropped  the  sail  before  it. 
Then  he  sought  one  of  the  ascents,  and  was  soon  on  the  top  of 
the  hill.  The  trades  had  returned,  but  scarce  blew  in  zephyrs ; 
the  sea  was  calm ;  the  points  in  the  reefs  were  easily  to  be  seen ; 
the  ship  was  at  rest,  and,  seemingly,  uninjured,  and  the  whole 
view  was  one  of  the  sweetest  tranquillity  and  security.  Already 
had  the  pent  and  piled  waters  diffused  themselves,  leaving  the 
reef  as  before,  with  the  exception  that  those  cavities  which  con- 
tained rain  water,  during  most  of  the  year,  now  contained  that 
which  was  not  quite  so  palatable.  This  was  a  great  temporary 
inconvenience,  though  the  heavy  showers  of  the  past  night  had 
done  a  good  deal  toward  sweetening  the  face  of  the  rock,  and 
had  reduced  most  of  the  pools  to  a  liquid  that  was  brackish, 
rather  than  salt.  A  great  many  fish  lay  scattered  about,  on  the 
island,  and  Mark  hastened  down  to  examine  their  qualities. 

The  pigs  and  poultry  were  already  at  work  on  the  game  that 
was  so  liberally  thrown  in  their  way,  and  Mark  felt  indebted  to 
these  scavengers  for  aiding  him  in  what  he  perceived  was  now 
a  task  indispensable  to  his  comfort  After  going  to  the  ship, 
and  breaking  his  fast,  he  returned  to  the  crater,  obtained  a 
wheelbarrow,  and  set  to  work  in  earnest  to  collect  the  fish, 
which  a  very  few  hours'  exposure  to  the  sun  of  that  climate 
would  render  so  offensive  as  to  make  the  island  next  to  intolera- 
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b!e.  Never  in  his  life  did  out  young  friend  work  harder  thsn 
lie  did  nil  tL»t  morning.  Eaeb  load  of  fish,  as  it  was  wheeled 
Into  the  crater,  was  thrown  into  h  trench  already  prepared  f*>r 
that  purpose,  and  the  ashes  were  hauled  over  it  by  means  of  tbe 
iioe.  Feeling  the  necessity  of  occupation  to  lessen  hia  sorrow, 
as  well  aa  that  of  getting  rid  of  pestilence,  which  he  seriously 
apprehended  from  this  inroad  of  animal  substances,  Mark  toiled 
two  whole  days  at  this  work,  until  fairly  driven  frotn  it  by  the 
ititoiemhic  effluvium  which  arose,  notwithistandiug  all  he  had 
done,  on  every  aide  of  the  island.  It  is  impossible  to  say  what 
would  have  bucn  the  consequences  had  not  the  birds  come,  in 
thousnods,  to  hia  relief.  They  made  qiitefc  work  of  it,  clearing 
off  the  fish  in  numbers  that  would  be  nearly  incredible.  As  it 
was,  however,  onr  young  herniit  was  driven  into  the  ship,  where 
lie  passed  a  whole  week,  the  steadiness  of  the  trades  driviiig  tho 
disagreeable  odors  to  leeward.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  ven- 
tured ashore,  where  he  found  it  possible  to  remain,  though  the 
reef  did  uot  got  purified  for  more  than  a  month.     Finding  a 
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out  for  tLe  missing  boat,  in  readiness  to  hail  its  return  with  joy. 
He  passed  much  of  the  week  he  was  shut  up  in  the  ship  in  her 
top-mast  cross-trees,  vainly  examiniug  the  sea  to  leeward,  in  the 
hope  of  catching  a  distant  view  of  the  pinnace  endeavoring  to 
bear  up  through  the  reefs.  Several  times  he  actually  fancied  he 
saw  her ;  but  it  always  turned  out  to  be  the  wing  of  some  gull, 
or  the  cap  of  a  distant  breaker.  It  was  when  Mark  had  come 
ashore  again,  and  commenced  the  toil  of  covering  the  decayed 
fish,  and  of  gathering  them  into  piles,  that  these  smaller  mat- 
ters supplanted  the  deep  griefs  of  his  solitude. 

One  of  the  annoyances  to  which  our  solitary  man  found  him- 
self most  subject,  was  the  glare  produced  by  a  burning  sun  on 
rocks  and  ashes  of  the  drab  color  of  the  crater.  The  spots  of 
verdure  that  he  had  succeeded  in  producing  on  the  Summit,  not 
only  relieved  and  refreshed  his  eyes,  but  they  were  truly  de- 
lightful as  aids  to  the  view,  as  well  as  grateful  to  Kitty,  which 
poor  creature  had,  by  this  time,  cropped  them  down  to  a  pretty 
short  herbage.  This  Mark  knew,  however,  was  an  advantage  to 
the  grass,  making  it  finer,  and  causing  it  to  thicken  at  the  roots. 
The  success  of  this  experiment,  the  annoyance  to  his  eyes,  and 
a  feverish  desire  to  be  doing,  which  succeeded  the  disappear- 
ance of  Betts,  set  Mark  upon  the  project  of  sowing  grass  seed 
over  as  much  of  the  plain  of  the  crater  as  he  thought  he  should 
not  have  occasion  to  use  for  the  purposes  of  tillage.  To  work 
he  went,  then,  scattering  the  seed  in  as  much  profusion  as  the 
quantity  to  be  found  in  the  ship  would  justify.  Friend  Abra- 
ham White  had  provided  two  barrels  of  the  seed,  and  this  went 
a  good  way.  -While  thus  employed,  a  heavy  shower  fell,  and 
thinking  the  rain  a  most  favorable  time  to  commit  his  grass 
seeds  to  the  earth,  Mark  worked  through  the  whole  of  it,  or  for 
several  hours,  perspiring  with  the  warmth  and  exercise. 

This  done,  a  look  at  the  garden,  with  a  ft'ee  use  of  the  hoe, 
was  the  next  thing  undertaken.  That  night  Mark  slept  in  his 
hammock,  under  the  crater  awning,  and  when  he  awoke  in  the 
morning  it  was  to  experience  a  weight  like  that  of  load  in  his 
forehead,  a  raging  thirst,  and  a  burning  fever.     Now  it  was 
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that  our  poor  eolitaiy  hcnnit  felt  the  mngnttade  of  his  impru- 
dence anit  the  weight  of  the  evils  of  his  peculiar  situation. 
That  he  was  ahout  to  be  seriously  ill  he  kncv,  nnd  it  behoved 
hitn  tci  improTe  the  time  that  remained  to  him,  to  the  atiuosL 
Kvery  thing  useful  to  him  was  in  the  ship,  and  thither  it  be- 
fiimii  irulir^pe usable  for  hini  to  repair,  if  he  wished  to  retain 
even  a  clijince  for  life.  Opening  an  umbrella,  then,  and  sup- 
porting liis  tottering  legs  by  a  cane,  Mark  commenced  a  walk 
of  very  near  a  mile,  under  sa  almost  perpendicular  sun,  at  the 
hottest  season  of  the  year.  Twenty  times  did  the  young  man 
think  he  should  be  compelled  to  sink  on  the  bare  rock,  where 
there  is  little  queistion  he  would  soon  have  expired,  under  the 
united  iullucnce  of  the  fever  within  and  the  burning  heat  wiih- 
init.  Despair  ui^d  him  on,  and,  after  pausing  often  to  rent, 
iie  ftuccecdctl  in  entering  the  cabin,  at  the  end  of  the  moat  peril- 
ous hour  he  had  ever  yet  passed. 

No  words  of  ours  can  describe  the  grateful  sense  of  coolness, 
he  boilinff  blood  in  his  veins,  that   Mark  Woolaton 
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8C10US  of  having  crawled  from  it  in  quest  of  water,  and  for 
other  purposes,  on  several  occasions — but,  how  long  he  was 
confined  to  his  cabin,  Mark  Woolston  never  knew.  The  period 
was  certainly  to  be  measured  by  d.iya,  and  he  sometimes  fan- 
cied by  weeks.  The  first,  probably,  was  the  truth,  though  it 
might  have  been  a  fortnight  Most  of  that  time  his  head  was 
light  with  fever,  though  there  were  intervals  when  reason  was, 
at  least  partially,  restored  to  him,  and  he  became  painfully  con- 
scions  of  the  horrors  of  his  situation.  Of  food  and  water  he 
had  a  suflSciency,  the  filterer  and  a  bread-bag  being  quite  near 
him,  and  he  helped  himself  often  from  the  first,  in  particular ; 
a  single  mouthful  of  the  ship's  biscuit  commonly  proving  more 
than  he  could  swallow,  even  after  it  was  softened  in  the  water. 
At  length  he  found  himself  indisposed  to  rise  at  all,  and  he 
certainly  remained  eight-and -forty  hours  in  his  berth,  without 
quitting  it,  and  almost  without  sleeping,  though  most  of  the 
time  in  a  sort  of  doze. 

At  length  the  fever  abated  in  its  violence,  though  it  began  to 
assume,  what  for  a  man  in  Mark  Woolston's  situation  was  per- 
haps more  dangerous,  a  character  of  a  low  type,  lingering  in  his 
system  and  killipg  him  by  inches.  Mark  was  aware  of  his  con- 
dition, and  thought  of  the  means  of  relief.  The  ship  had  some 
good  Philadelphia  porter  in  her,  and  a  bottle  of  it  stood  on  a 
shelf  over  his  berth.  This  object  caught  his  eye,  and  he  actually 
longed  for  a  draught  of  that  porter.  lie  had  suflScient  strength 
to  raise  himself  high  enough  to  reach  it,  but  it  far  exceeded  his 
powers  to  draw  the  cork,  even  had  the  ordinary  means  been  at 
hand,  which  they  were  not.  There  was  a  hammer  on  the  shelf, 
however,  and  with  that  instrument  he  did  succeed  in  making  a 
.hole  in  the  side  of  the  bottle,  and  in  filling  a  tumbler.  This 
liquor  he  swallowed  at  a  single  draught.  It  tasted  deliciously 
to  him,  and  he  took  a  second  tumblerful,  when  he  lay  down, 
uncertain  as  to  the  consequences.  That  his  head  was  affected 
by  these  two  glasses  of  porter,  Mark  himself  was  soon  aware, 
and  shortly  after  drowsiness  followed.  After  lying  in  an  uneasy 
■lumber  for  half  an  hour,  his  whole  person  was  covered  with  a 


gentle  perspiratio' 

around  him,  ihe  f 

Our  patient  a 


bich  condition,  after  drawing  the  sheet 

□  fell  naiccp. 

w  how  long  he  sicpt,  on  this  all-impor- 
Thu  jieriod  certainly  included  part  of  two  days 
and  ono  entire  night;  bnt  afterword,  whtn  Mark  endeavored  to 
correct  hia  calendar,  and  to  regain  something  like  a  record  of 
tho  time,  he  was  inclined  to  think  he  must  have  lain  there  two 
nights  with  the  intervening  day.  When  he  awoke,  Mark  was 
immediately  aensiblethat  he  was  free  from  disease.  He  was  not 
immediately  Bcnsihle,  nevertheless,  how  extremely  feeble  dis- 
ease had  left  him.  At  Rrst,  he  fancied  he  had  only  to  rise, 
take  nourishment,  and  go  about  his  ordinary  pursnits.  But  the 
sight  of  his  emaciated  limbs,  and  tho  first  effort  he  made  to  get 
up,  convinced  hiin  that  he  had  a  long  state  of  probation  to  go 
through,  before  he  became  the  man  ho  had  been  a  week  or  two 
befure.  It  itaa  well,  perhaps,  that  hia  head  was  ao  clear,  and 
his  judgment  so  unobacnred,  at  this,  hia  first  retaro  to  consctouft- 
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The  key  of  the  liquor-case  was  in  the  drawer  of  an  open  sec- 
retary, which,  fortunately,  stood  between  him  and  the  table. 
Another  effort  was  made  to  rise,  which  so  far  succeeded  as  to 
enable  the  invalid  to  sit  up  in  his  bed.  The  cool  breeze  which 
aired  the  cabin  revived  him  a  little,  and  he  was  able  to  stretch 
out  a  hand  and  turn  the  cock  of  the  filterer,  which  he  had  him- 
self drawn  near  his  berth,  while  under  the  excitement  of  fever, 
in  order  to  obtain  easy  access  to  water.  Accidentally  this 
filterer  stood  in  a  draught,  and  the  quart  or  two  of  water  that 
had  not  yet  evaporated  was  cool  and  palatable ;  that  is,  cool  for 
a  ship  and  such  a  climate.  One  swallow  of  the  water  was  all 
Mark  ventured  on,  but  it  revived  him  more  than  he  could  be- 
lieve possible.  Near  the  glass  into  which  he  had  drawn  the 
water,  lay  a  small  piece  of  pilot  bread,  and  this  he  dropped  into 
the  tumbler.  Then  he  ventured  to  try  his  feet,  when  he  found 
a  dizziness  come  over  him,  that  compelled  him  to  fall  back  on 
his  berth.  Recovering  from  this  in  a  minute  or  two,  a  second 
attempt  succeeded  better,  and  the  poor  fellow,  by  supporting 
himself  against  the  bulkheads,  and  by  leaning  on  chairs,  was 
enabled  to  reach  the  desk.  The  key  was  easily  obtained,  and 
the  table  was  next  reached.  Here  Mark  sunk  into  a  chair,  as 
much  exhausted  as  he  would  have  been,  previously  to  his  illness, 
by  a  desperate  effort  to  defend  life. 

The  invalid  was  in  his  shirt,  and  the  cool  sea-breeze  had  the 
effect  of  an  air-bath  on  him.  It  revived  him  in  a  little  while, 
when  he  applied  the  key,  opened  the  case,  got  out  the  bottle 
by  using  both  hands,  though  it  was  nearly  empty,  and  poured 
out  a  wine-glass  of  the  liquor.  With  these  little  exertions  he 
was  BO  much  exhausted  as  almost  to  faint.  Nothing  saved  him, 
probably,  but  a  sip  of  the  wine,  which  he  took  from  the  glass  as 
it  stood  on  the  table.  It  has  been  much  the  fashion,  of  late 
years,  to  decry  wine,  and  this  because  it  is  a  gift  of  Provi- 
dence that  has  been  greatly  abused.  In  Mark  Woolston's  in- 
stance it  proved — what  it  was  designed  to  be — a  blessing  in- 
stead of  a  curse.  That  single  sip  of  wine  produced  an  effect  on 
him  like  that  of  magic.  It  enabled  him  soon  to  obtain  his 
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liirnbler  of  water,  intu  which  ho  poured  the 

liquor.     With  the  tumbler  in  his  hand,  the  in 

lo  cross  the  cabin,  and  to  reach  the  bortli  i 

room.      He  was  two  or  three    minutes  in 

sage,  sastained  by  a  chair,  into  which  he  s 

three  times,  and  revived  by  a  few  more  sip: 

water.     In  this  state-room  was  a  bed  with  cle. 

had  been  prepared  for  Bob,  but  which  that  worthy  follow  had. 

pertinaciously  refused  to  use,  out  of  respect  to  liis  officer.     On 

these  sheets  Mark  now  sank,  almost  exhausted,     Uo  had  made 

a  Itappy  exchange,  however,  the  freshnesa  and  sweetness  of  the 

new  bed,  of  itself,  acting  as  delicious  restoratives. 

After  resting  a  few  minutes,  the  solitary  invalid  formed  a  new 
plan  of  proceeding.  He  knew  the  importance  of  not  over- 
exerting himiielf,  but  he  also  knew  the  importance  of  cleanlinoai 
and  of  a  renovation  of  his  strength.  By  this  time  the  biscuit 
had  got  to  be  softened  io  the  wine-and- water,  and  he  took  a 
piece,  and,  after  masticating  it  well,  swallowed  it.     This  was 
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strength  would  allow.  He  must  have  remained  in  the  water 
several  minutes,  when  he  managed  to  tear  himself  from  it,  as 
fearful  of  excess  from  this  indulgence  as  from  eating.  The  in- 
valid DOW  felt  like  a  new  man  !  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  ex- 
press the  change  that  came  over  his  feelings,  when  he  found 
himself  purified  from  the  effects  of  so  long  a  confinement  in  a 
feverish  bed,  without  change,  or  nursing  of  any  sort.  After 
drying  himself  as  well  as  he  could  with  a  towel,  though  the 
breeze  and  the  climate  did  that  office  for  him  pretty  effectually, 
Mark  put  on  the  clean,  fresh  shirt,  and  tottered  back  to  his  own 
berth,  where  he  fell  on  the  mattress,  nearly  exhausted.  It  was 
half  an  hour  before  he  moved  again,  though  all  that  time  expe- 
riencing the  benefits  of  the  nourishment  taken,  and  the  purifi- 
cation undergone.  The  bath,  moreover,  had  acted  as  a  tonic, 
giving  a  stimulus  to  the  whole  system.  At  the  end  of  the  half 
hour,  the  young  man  took  another  mouthful  of  the  biscuit,  half 
emptied  the  tumbler,  fell  back  on  his  pillow,  and  was  soon  in  a 
sweet  sleep. 

It  was  near  sunset  when  Mark  lost  his  consciousness  on  this 
occasion,  nor  did  he  recover  it  until  the  light  of  day  was  once 
more  cheering  the  cabin.  He  had  slept  profoundly  twelve 
hours,  and  this  so  much  the  more  readily  from  the  circumstance 
that  he  had  previously  refreshed  himself  with  a  bath  and  clean 
linen.  The  first  consciousness  of  his  situation  was  accompanied 
with  the  bleat  of  poor  Kitty.  That  gentle  animal,  intended  by 
nature  to  mix  with  herds,  had  visited  the  cabin  daily,  and  had 
been  at  the  sick  man*s  side,  when  his  fever  was  at  its  height ; 
and  had  now  come  again,  as  if  to  inquire  after  his  night's  rest. 
Mark  held  out  his  hand,  and  spoke  to  his  companion,  for  such 
she  was,  and  thought  she  was  rejoiced  to  hear  his  voice  again, 
and  to  be  allowed  to  lick  his  hand.  There  was  great  consola- 
tion in  this  mute  intercourse,  poor  Mark  feeling  the  want  of 
sympathy  so  much  as  to  find  a  deep  pleasure  in  this  proof  of 
affection,  even  in  a  brute. 

Mark  now  arose,  and  found  himself  sensibly  improved  by  his 
night's  rest,  the  washing,  and  the  nourishment  received,  little 
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BB  the  last  had  been.  Hia  first  step  was  to  empty  the  tnmbler, 
bread  and  all.  Then  he  took  aDother  bath,  the  last  doing 
quite  Bs  much  good,  ho  fancied,  as  his  breakfast.  Al!  that  day, 
the  young  mau  managed  hia  cose  nith  the  same  self-dcnia]  and 
prudence,  couraming  a  ship's  biscuit  in  the  course  of  the  next 
twenty-four  hours,  and  taking  two  or  three  glasses  of  wine, 
mixed  with  water  and  sweetened  with  sugar.  In  the  afternoon 
be  enUearorcd  to  shave,  but  the  Gr^t  effort  coarinced  him  he 
was  getting  well  too  fast. 

It  was  thrice  twenty-four  hours  after  his  first  bath,  before 
Mark  Woolston  had  sufficient  strength  to  reach  the  galley  and 
light  a  fire.  In  this  he  then  succeeded,  and  ho  treated  biinaelf 
to  a  cup  of  good  warm  tea.  He  concocted  some  dishes  of 
arrowroot  and  cocoa,  too,  in  the  course  of  that  and  the  next 
day,  continuing  his  baths,  and  changing  bia  Unen  repeatedly. 
On  the  fiflh  day,  he  got  off  his  heard,  which  was  a  vast  relief  to 
him,  and  by  the  end  of  the  week  be  actually  crawled  up  on  the 
poop,  when'  he  could  get  a  sight  of  his  domains. 
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done  it,  in  his  vigor,  with  the  spade.  Tops  and  roots  had 
been  demolished  alike,  and  about  as  much  wasted  as  had  been 
consumed.  Kitty  was  found,  flagrante  dclictu^  nibbling  at  the 
beans,  which,  by  this  time,  were  dead  ripe.  The  peas,  and 
beans,  and  Indian  corn  had  made  good  picking  for  the  poultry ; 
and  every  thing  possessing  life  had  actually  been  living  in  abun- 
dance, while  the  sick  man  had  lain  unconscious  of  even  his  own 
existence,  in  a  state  as  near  death  as  life. 

Mark  found  his  awning  standing,  and  was  glad  to  rest  an 
hour  or  two  in  his  hammock,  after  looking  at  the  garden. 
While  there  the  hogs  entered  the  crater,  and  made  a  meal  be- 
fore his  eyes.  To  his  surprise,  the  sow  was  followed  by  ten 
little  creatures,  that  were  already  getting  to  be  of  the  proper 
size  for  eating.  A  ravenous  appetite  was  now  Mark's  greatest 
torment,  and  the  coarse  food  of  the  ship  was  rather  too  heavy 
for  him.  He  had  exhausted  his  wit  in  contriving  dbhes  of 
flour,  and  pined  for  something  more  grateful  than  salted  beef 
or  porL  Although  he  somewhat  distrusted  his  strength,  yet 
longing  induced  him  to  make  an  experiment.  A  fowling-piece, 
loaded  with  ball,  was  under  the  awning ;  and  freshening  the 
priming,  the  young  man  watched  his  opportunity  when  one  of 
the  grunters  was  in  a  good  position,  and  shot  it  in  the  head. 
Then  cutting  its  throat  with  a  knife,  he  allowed  it  to  bleed, 
when  he  cleaned  and  skinned  it.  This  last  operation  was  not 
very  artistical ;  but  it  was  necessary  in  the  situation  of  our  in- 
valid. With  the  carcase  of  this  pig,  which  was  quite  as  much 
as  he  could  even  then  carry  back  to  the  ship,  though  the  ani- 
mal was  not  yet  six  weeks  old,  Mark  made  certain  savory  and 
nourishing  dishes,  that  contributed  essentially  to  the  restoration 
of  his  strength.  In  the  course  of  the  ensuing  month,  three 
more  of  the  pigs  shared  the  same  fate,  as  did  half  a  dozen 
of  the  brood  of  chickens  already  mentioned,  though  the  last 
were  not  yet  half-grown.  But  Mark  felt,  now,  as  if  he  could 
eat  the  crater,  though  as  yet  he  had  not  been  able  to  clamber 
to  the  Summit 
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Our  youthful  hermit  was  qnite  two  months  in  regaining  his 
strength,  though  by  the  end  of  one  he  was  able  to  look  about 
him,  and  turn  hia  hand  to  many  Uttle  necessary  jobs.  The  first 
thing  he  undertook  was  U>  set  up  a  gate  that  would  keep  the 
ftuimals  on  the  outside  of  tho  crat«r.      The  pig^  had   not  only 
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in  ancient  floods,  than  from  any  other  cause.  According  to  the 
great  general  law  of  the  earth,  soil  should  have  been  formed 
from  rock,  and  not  rock  from  soil ;  though  there  certainly  are 
cases  in  which  the  earths  indurate,  as  well  as  become  disintegra- 
ted. As  we  are  not  professing  to  give  a  scientific  account  of 
these  matters,  we  shall  simply  state  the  facts,  leaving  better 
scholars  than  ourselves  to  account  for  their  existence. 

Mark  made  his  gate  out  of  the  fife-rail,  at  the  foot  of  the 
main-mast,  sawing  off  the  stanchions  for  that  purpose.  With  a 
little  alteration  it  answered  perfectly,  being  made  to  swing  from 
a  post  that  was  wedged  into  the  arch,  by  cutting  it  to  the 
proper  length.  As  this  was  the  first  attack  upon  the  Rancocus 
that  had  yet  been  made  by  axe  or  saw,  it  made  the  young  man 
melancholy ;  and  it  was  only  with  great  reluctance  that  he  could 
prevail  on  himself  to  begin  what  appeared  like  the  commence- 
ment of  breaking  up  the  good  craft.  It  was  done,  however, 
and  the  gate  was  hung ;  thereby  saving  the  rest  of  the  crop.  It 
was  high  time  ;  the  hogs  and  poultry,  to  say  nothing  of  Kitty, 
having  already  got  their  full  share.  The  inroads  of  the  first, 
however,  were  of  use  in  more  ways  than  one,  since  they  taught 
our  young  cultivator  a  process  by  which  he  could  get  his  gar- 
den turned  up  at  a  cheap  rate.  They  also  suggested  to  him  an 
idea  that  he  subsequently  turned  to  good  account.  Having  dug 
his  roots  so  early,  it  occurred  to  Mark  that,  in  so  low  a  climate, 
and  with  such  a  store  of  manure,  he  might  raise  two  crops  in  a 
year ;  those  which  came  in  the  cooler  months  varying  a  little 
in  their  properties  from  those  which  came  in  the  warmer.  On 
this  hint  he  endeavored  to  improve,  commencing  anew  beds 
that,  without  it,  would  probably  have  lain  fallow  some  months 
longer. 

In  this  way  did  our  young  man  employ  himself  until  he 
found  his  strength  perfectly  restored.  But  the  severe  illness  he 
had  gone  through,  with  the  sad  views  it  had  given  him  of  some 
future  day,  when  he  might  be  compelled  to  give  up  life  itself, 
without  a  friendly  hand  to  smooth  his  pillow  or  to  close  his  eyes, 
led  him  to  think  (ai  more  seriously  than  he  had  done  before,  on 


the  subject  of  the  true  character  of  our  probationary  couditjon 
hero  on  earth,  nnd  on  the  unknown  and  awful  future  to  wbirb 
it  leads  us.  Mark  hud  been  carefully  educated  un  the  subject 
of  leligioD,  and  was  well  enough  dispoeed  to  enter  into  the  iti' 
quiry  in  a  suitable  spirit  of  humility ;  but  the  grave  circumstan- 
oos  in  wbich  ho  was  now  placed,  contributed  largely  to  the  cleai^ 
uess  of  his  views  of  the  necessity  of  preparing  for  the  final 
change.  Cut  off,  as  he  was,  from  all  communion  with  bis  kind; 
cast  on  what  was,  wheu  he  first  knew  it,  literally  a  barren  rock 
iu  tho  midst  of  the  rast  Pacific  Occiui,  Mark  found  himself,  by 
a  very  natural  operation  of  causes,  in  much  closer  communion 
with  his  Creator,  than  he  might  have  been  in  the  haunts  of  the 
world.  On  the  ree^  there  was  little  to  divert  his  thoughts  from 
their  true  course ;  and  the  very  ills  that  pressed  upon  him,  be- 
canio  so  many  guides  to  his  gratitude,  by  showing,  through  the 
contrasts,  tho  many  blessings  which  had  been  left  him  by  the 
mercy  of  the  hand  that  had  struck  him.  The  nighta  in  that 
climate  aud  season  were  much  the  pleasantest  portions  of  the 
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to  oar  consciousness,  bat  is  in  harmony  with  revelation.  Among 
the  many  things  that  have  been  revealed  to  ns,  where  so  many 
are  hid,  we  are  told  that  our  information  is  to  increase,  as  we 
draw  nearer  to  the  millennium,  until  '*  The  whole  earth  shall  be 
filled  with  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters  cover  the 
sea."  We  maybe  far  from  that  blessed  day;  probably  are; 
bat  he  has  lived  in  vain,  who  has  dwelt  his  half  century  in  the 
midst  of  the  civilization  of  this,  our  own  age,  and  docs  not  see 
around  him  the  thousand  proofs  of  the  tendency  of  things  to 
the  falfilment  of  the  decrees,  announced  to  us  ages  ago  by  the 
pens  of  holy  men.  Rome,  Greece,  Egypt,  and  all  that  we  know 
oft  the  past,  which  comes  purely  of  man  and  his  passions ;  em- 
pires, dynasties,  heresies,  and  novelties,  coine  and  go  like  the 
changes  of  the  seasons ;  while  the  only  thing  that  can  be  termed 
stable,  is  the  slow  but  sure  progress  of  prophecy.  The  agencies 
that  have  been  employed  to  bring  about  the  great  ends  foretold 
so  many  centuries  since,  are  so  very  natural,  that  we  often  lose 
sight  of  the  mighty  truth  in  its  seeming  simplicity.  But  the 
signs  of  the  times  are  not  to  be  mistaken.  Let  any  man  of 
fifty,  for  instance,  turn  his  eyes  toward  the  East,  the  land  of 
Judea,  and  compare  its  condition,  its  promises  of  to-day,  with 
those  that  existed  in  his  own  youth,  and  ask  himself  how  the 
change  has  been  produced.  That  which  the  Richards  and  Sts. 
Louis  of  the  middle  ages  could  not  effect  with  their  armed 
hosts,  is  about  to  happen  as  a  consequence  of  causes  so  obvious 
and  simple  that  they  are  actually  overlooked  by  the  multitude. 
The  Ottoman  power  and  Ottoman  prejudices  are  melting  away, 
as  it  might  be,  under  the  heat  of  divine  truth,  which  is  clearing 
for  itself  a  path  that  will  lead  to  the  fulfilment  of  its  own  pre- 
dictions. 

Among  the  agents  that  are  to  be  employed,  in  impressing 
the  human  race  with  a  sense  of  the  power  and  benevolence  of 
the  Deity,  we  think  the  science  of  astronomy,  with  its  mechan- 
ical auxiliaries,  is  to  act  its  full  share.  The  more  deeply  we 
penetrate  into  the  arcana  of  nature,  the  stronger  becomes  the 
proofs  of  design  ;  and  a  deity  thus  obviously,  tangibly  admitted, 
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the  more  profoand  will  become  the  reverence  for  his  character 
and  power.  In  Mnrk  Woolston's  youth,  the  great  progress 
which  has  since  been  made  in  astronomy,  more  especially  in 
I  the  nay  of  its  details  through  observationa,  had  but  Just  corn- 
iced. A  vust  deal,  it  is  true,  bad  been  accompiishud  in  the 
I  way  of  pure  science,  though  but  little  that  came  home  to  the 
I  understandings  and  feelings  of  the  muss.  Mark's  education  had 
I  given  him  an  outline  of  what  Herschol  and  his  contemporaries 
1  had  been  about,  however;  and  when  ho  sat  on  the  Summit, 
I  communing  with  the  stars,  and  through  those  distant  and  still 
Tiown  worlds,  with  their  Divine  First  Cause,  it  was  with  as 
I  much  familiarity  with  the  subject  as  usually  belongs  to  the 
I  liberally  educated,  without  carrying  a  particular  branch  of  learn- 
I  ing  into  its  recesses.  He  had  increased  his  school  acquisitious 
,  little,  by  the  study  and  practice  of  navigation,  and  had 
I  several  works  that  he  was  fond  of  reading,  which  may  have 
I  made  him  a.  somewhat  moro  accurate  astronomer  than  those 
I  who  get  only  lending  ideas  on  the  subject.     Hours  nt  a  lime 
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nae.  Aided  by  this  instrument,  Mark  eould  see  the  satellites 
of  Jupiter  and  Saturn,  the  ring  of  the  latter,  the  belts  of  the 
former,  and  many  of  the  phenomena  of  the  moon.  Of  course, 
the  spherical  forms  of  all  the  nearer  planets  then  known  to 
astronomers,  were  plainly  to  be  seen  by  the  assistance  of  this 
instrument ;  and  there  is  no  one  familiar  fact  connected  with 
our  observations  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  that  strikes  the  human 
mind,  through  the  senses,  as  forcibly  as  this.  For  near  a  month, 
Mark  almost  passed  the  nights  gazing  at  the  stars,  and  reflect- 
ing on  their  origin  and  uses.  He  had  no  expectations  of  mak- 
ing discoveries,  or  of  even  adding  to  his  own  stores  of  knowl- 
edge: but  his  thoughts  were  brought  nearer  to  his  Divine 
Creator  by  investigations  of  this  sort;  for  where  a  zealous 
mathematician  might  have  merely  exulted  in  the  confirmation 
of  some  theory  by  means  of  a  fact,  he  saw  the  hand  of  God 
instead  of  the  solution  of  a  problem.  Thrice  happy  would  it 
be  for  the  man  of  science,  could  he  ever  thus  hold  his  powers 
in  subjection  to  the  great  object  for  which  they  were  brought 
into  existence;  and,  instead  of  exulting  in,  and  quarrelling 
about  the  pride  of  human  reason,  be  brought  to  humble  himself 
and  his  utmost  learning,  at  the  feet  of  infinite  knowledge,  and 
power,  and  wisdom,  as  they  are  thus  to  be  traced  in  the  path 
of  the  Ancient  of  Days ! 

By  the  time  his  strength  returned,  Mark  had  given  up, 
altogether,  the  hope  of  ever  seeing  Bctts  again.  It  was  just 
possible  that  the  poor  fellow  might  fall  in  with  a  ship,  or  find 
his  way  to  some  of  the  islands ;  but  if  he  did  so,  it  would  be 
the  result  of  chance  and  not  of  calculations.  The  pinnace  was 
well  provisioned,  had  plenty  of  water,  and,  tempests  excepted^ 
was  quite  equal  to  navigating  the  Pacific ;  and  there  was  a  faint 
hope  that  Bob  might  continue  his  course  to  the  eastward,  with 
a  certainty  of  reaching  some  part  of  South  America  in  time. 
If  he  should  take  this  course,  and  succeed,  what  would  be  the 
consequence  ?  Who  would  put  sufiScient  faith  in  the  story  of  a 
simple  seaman,  like  Robeil  Betts,  and  send  a  ship  to  look  for 
Mark  Woolston  ?     In  these  later  times,  the  government  would 


lubtless  despatch  a  vessel  of  war  on  sncb  an  errand,  did  no 
her  meaoa  of  rescuing  the  man  offer;  but  nt  the  close  of  the 
I  last  century,  governmcut  did  not  eiercise  that  much  of  power. 
I  It  scarcely  protected  ita  Beanien  from  the  English  press-gang 
I  and  the  Algerioe  slave-driver ;  much  less  did  it  think  of  rescu- 
H  solitary  individual  from  a  rock  in  the  midst  of  the  PaciBc 
vessels  did  then  roam  over  that  distant  ocean,  but  it 
mparativelj  in  small  numbers,  and  nndcr  circa  instances 
I  that  promised  but  little  to  the  hopes  of  the  hermit  It  was  a 
I  subject  he  did  not  like  to  dwell  on,  and  he  kept  his  thoughts 
IB  inach  diverted  from  it  as  it  was  in  his  power  so  to  do. 

The  season  had  now  advanced  into  as  much  of  autiiinu  as 

jould  bo  found  within  the  tropics,  and  on  land  so  low.       Every 

I  thing  in  the  garden  had  ripened,  and  much  had  been  thrown 

t  to  the  pigs  and  poultry,  in  anticipation  of  its  decay.    Itlark 

V  that  it  was  time  to  recommence  his  bods,  selecting  snch 

I  seed  as  would  best  support  the  winter  of  that  climate,  if  winter 

mid  be  cnlled.      In  looking  aroimd  him,  he  mfwlo  a  regular 
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mate.  The  products  of  some  were  increased  in  size,  while 
those  of  others  had  dwindled.  Mark  took  note  of  these  facts, 
determining  to  cultivate  those  most  which  succeeded  best.  The 
melons  of  both  sorts,  the  tomatoes,  the  egg-plants,  the  peppers, 
encumbers,  onions,  beans,  corn,  sweet  potatoes,  etc.,  etc.,  had 
all  flourished  ;  while  the  Irish  potato,  in  particular,  had  scarce 
produced  a  tuber  at  all. 

As  for  the  soil,  on  examination  Mark  found  it  had  been 
greatly  improved  by  the  manure,  tillage,  and  water  it  had  re- 
ceived. The  hogs  were  again  let  in  to  turn  it  over  with  their 
snouts,  and  this  they  did  most  effectually  in  the  course  of  two 
or  three  days.  By  this  time,  in  addition  to  the  three  grown 
porkers  our  young  man  possessed,  there  were  no  less  than  nine 
young  ones.  This  number  was  getting  to  be  formidable,  and 
he  saw  the  necessity  of  killing  off,  in  order  to  keep  them  with- 
in reasonable  limits.  One  of  the  fattest  and  best  he  converted 
into  pickled  pork,  not  from  any  want  of  that  article,  there  being 
still  enough  left  in  the  ship  to  last  him  several  years,  but  be- 
cause he  preferred  it  corned  to  that  which  had  been  in  salt  so 
long  a  time.  He  saw  the  mistake  he  had  made  in  allowing  the 
pigs  to  get  to  be  so  large,  since  the  meat  would  spoil  long  be- 
fore he  could  consume  even  the  smallest-sized  shoats.  For 
their  own  good,  however,  he  was  compelled  to  shoot  no  less 
than  five,  and  these  he  buried  entire,  in  deep  places  in  his  gar- 
den, having  heard  that  earth  which  had  imbibed  animal  sub- 
stances, in  this  way,  was  converted  into  excellent  manure. 

Mark  now  made  a  voyage  to  Loam  Island,  in  quest  of  a 
cargo,  using  the  raft,  and  towing  the  dingui.  It  was  on  this 
occasion  that  our  young  man  was  made  to  feel  how  much  he 
had  lost,  in  the  way  of  labor,  in  being  deprived  of  the  assist- 
ance of  Bob.  He  succeeded  in  loading  his  raft,  however,  and 
was  just  about  to  sail  for  home  again,  when  it  occurred  to  him 
that  possibly  the  seeds  and  roots  of  the  asparagus  he  had  pat 
into  a  comer  of  the  deposit  might  have  come  to  something. 
Sure  enough,  on  going  to  the  spot,  Mark  found  that  the  seed 
bad  taken  well,  and  hundreds  of  young  plants  were  growing 


flourishingly,  wbile  plants  fit  to  eat  bad  pnshed  their  tops 
through  the  laani,  froin  the  roots.  This  was  an  important  dis- 
covery, asparagus  being  a  vegetable  of  which  Mark  was  eiceod- 
ingly  fond,  and  one  easily  cultivated.  In  that  climate,  and  in 
a  soil  sufficiently  rich,  it  might  be  made  to  send  up  new  ahoott 
the  entire  year;  and  there  was  little  fear  of  scurvy  so  long  as  he 
could  obtain  plenty  of  this  plant  to  eat.  The  melons  and  other 
vegetables,  however,  had  removed  all  Markka  dread  of  that  for- 
midable disease  ;  more  capeeially  as  he  bad  now  eggs,  chickens, 
and  fresh  fish,  the  latter  in  quantities  that  were  almont  oppres- 
aive.  In  a  word,  the  means  of  »nbsistence  now  gave  the  yonag 
man  no  concern  whatever.  When  he  first  found  himself  on  > 
barren  rock,  indeed,  the  idea  bad  almost  struck  terror  into  his 
mind ;  but,  now  that  he  had  ascertained  that  the  crater  could 
be  cultivated,  and  promised,  like  moat  other  extinct  volcanoes, 
unbounded  fertility,  he  could  no  longer  apprehend  a  disease 
which  is  commonly  owing  to  salted  provisions. 

When  Mark  found  his  health  completely  re-established,  he  sat 
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at  mid-winter  then  at  mid-summer,  the  absence  of  the  burning 
heat  of  the  last  being  favorable  to  its  growth.  As  the  season 
advanced,  Mark  saw  his  grass  very  sensibly  increase,  not  only 
in  surface,  but  in  thickness.  There  were  now  spots  of  some 
sixe,  where  a  turf  was  forming,  nature  performing  all  her 
tasks  in  that  genial  climate  in  about  a  fourth  of  the  time  it 
would  take  to  effect  the  same  object  in  the  temperate  zone.  On 
examining  these  places,  Mark  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
roots  of  his  grasses  acted  as  cultivators,  by  working  their  way 
into  the  almost  insensible  crevices  of  the  crust,  letting  in  air  and 
water  to  places  whence  they  had  hitherto  been  excluded.  This 
seemed,  in  particular,  to  be  the  case  with  the  grass  that  grew 
within  the  crater,  which  had  increased  so  much  in  the  course 
of  what  may  be  termed  the  winter,  that  it  was  really  fSast  con- 
verting a  plain  of  a  light  drab  color,  that  was  often  painful  to 
the  eyes,  into  a  plot  of  as  lovely  verdure  as  ever  adorned  the 
meadows  of  a  Swiss  cottage.  It  became  desirable  to  keep  this 
grass  down,  and  Kitty  being  unable  to  crop  a  meadow  of  so 
many  acres,  Mark  was  compelled  to  admit  his  pigs  and  poultry 
again.  This  he  did  at  stated  times  only,  however ;  or  when  he 
was  at  work  himself  in  the  garden,  and  could  prevent  their  dep- 
redations on  his  beds.  The  rooting  gave  him  the  most  trouble ; 
but  this  he  contrived,  in  a  great  measure,  to  prevent,  by  admit- 
ting his  hogs  only  when  they  were  eager  for  grass,  and  turning 
them  out  as  soon  as  they  began  to  generalize,  like  an  epicure 
picking  his  nuts  after  dinner. 

It  was  somewhere  near  mid-winter,  by  Mark's  calculations, 
when  the  young  man  commenced  a  new  task  that  was  of  great 
importance  to  his  comfort,  and  which  miffht  affect  his  future 
life.  He  had  long  determined  to  lay  down  a  boat,  one  of  suffi- 
cient size  to  explore  the  whole  reef  in,  if  not  large  enough  to 
carry  him  out  to  sea.  The  dingui  was  altogether  too  small  for 
labor;  though  exceedingly  useful  in  its  way,  and  capable  of 
lieing  managed  even  in  pretty  rough  water  by  a  skilful  hand,  it 
wanted  both  weight  and  room.  It  was  difficult  to  float  in  even 
a  raft  of  sea- weed  with  so  light  a  boat ;  and,  as  for  towing  the 
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raft,  it  was  nert  to  impossible.  But  the  raft  was  unwieldy, 
and,  wlien  loaded  down,  besides  carrying-  very  little  for  its  great 
weif^ht,  it  was  very  much  at  the  mercy  of  the  currents  and 
■waves.  Then  the  construction  of  a  boat  was  having  an  im- 
portant purpose  in  view,  and,  In  that  sense,  was  a  desirable 
undertaking. 

Mark  had  learned  so  much  in  putting  the  pinnace  together, 
that  h<:  licliovud  hinisulf  equal  to  this  uuw  undertaking.  Mate- 
rials enough  remained  in  the  ship  to  make  half  a  dozen  boats, 
and,  in  tumbling  over  the  lumber,  he  had  fouod  a  quantity  of 
Btuff  that  had  evidently  been  taken  in  with  a  view  to  repair 
boats,  if  not  absolutely  to  construct  them.  A  ship's  hold  is  such 
an  omnium  ffathemm,  etowi^  being  necessarily  bo  close,  that  it 
usually  requires  time  for  one  who  does  not  know  where  to  put 
his  hand  on  every  thing,  tu  ascertain  how  much  or  how  little  is 
to  be  found  in  it.  Such  was  the  fact  with  Mark,  whose  ooart- 
ship  and  [tiarriagc  had  made  a  considurable  inroad  on  his  duties 
as  a  mate.      Aa   he  overhauled  the  hold,  he  daily  found  fresh 
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machine  to  aid  him  on  other  occasions.  Then  the  model  of 
the  boat  cost  him  a  great  deal  of  time  and  labor.  Mark  knew 
a  good  bottom  when  he  saw  it,  but  that  was  a  very  diiferent 
thing  from  knowing  how  to  make  one.  Of  the  rules  of 
draughting  he  was  altogether  ignorant,  and  his  eye  was  his 
only  guide.  He  adopted  a  plan  that  was  sufficiently  inge- 
nious, though  it  would  never  do  to  build  a  navy  on  the  same 
principle. 

Having  a  great  plenty  of  deal,  Mark  got  out  in  the  rough 
about  twice  as  many  timbers  for  one  side  of  his  boat  as  would 
be  required,  in  this  thin  stuff,  when  he  set  tbem  up  in  their 
places.  Aided  by  this  beginning,  the  young  man  began  to  dub 
and  cut  away,  until  he  got  each  piece  into  something  very  near 
the  shape  his  eye  told  him  it  ought  to  be.  Even  after  he  had 
got  as  far  as  this,  our  boat-builder  passed  a  week  in  shaving, 
and  planing,  and  squinting,  and  in  otherwise  reducing  his  lines 
to  fair  proportions.  Satisfied,  at  length,  with  the  bottom  he 
had  thus  fashioned,  Mark  took  out  just  one-half  of  his  pieces, 
leaving  the  other  half  standing.  After  these  moulds  did  he 
saw  and  cut  his  boat^s  timbers,  making,  in  each  instance,  dupli- 
cates. When  the  ribs  and  floors  of  his  craft  were  ready,  he 
set  them  up  in  the  vacancies,  and  secured  tbem,  after  making 
an  accurate  fit  with  the  pieces  left  standing.  On  knocking 
away  the  deal  portions  of  his  work,  Mark  had  the  frame  of  his 
boat  complete.  This  was  much  the  most  troublesome  part  of 
the  whole  job ;  nor  was  it  finished,  when  the  young  man  was 
obliged,  by  the  progress  of  the  seasons,  to  quit  the  ship-yard 
for  the  garden. 

Mark  had  adopted  a  system  of  diet  and  a  care  of  his  person, 
that  kept  him  in  perfect  health,  illness  being  the  evil  that  he 
most  dreaded.  His  food  was  more  than  half  vegetable,  several 
plants  having  come  forward  even  in  the  winter ;  and  the  aspar- 
agus, in  particular,  yielding  at  a  rate  that  would  have  made  the 
fortune  of  a  London  gardener.  The  size  of  the  plants  he  cut 
was  really  astounding,  a  dozen  stems  actually  making  a  meal. 
The  hens  laid  all  winter,  and  eggs  were  never  wanting.     The 
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coroed  pork  gave  Bubatance,  as  well  ss  a  relish,  to  all  the 
dishes  the  young  man  cooked  ;  and  the  tea,  sugar,  and  coffee 
promising  to  liold  out  years  longer,  the  table  still  gave  him 
little  concern.  Once  in  a  month,  or  so,  he  treated  himself  to  a 
bean-soup,  or  a  pea-soup,  using  the  stores  of  the  Rudcooub  for 
that  purpose,  foreseeing  that  the  salted  meats  would  spoil  aAcr 
a  time,  and  the  dried  vegetables  get  to  he  worthless,  by  means 
of  insects  and  worms.  By  this  time,  however,  there  were 
fresh  crops  of  both  those  vegetables,  which  grew  better  in  the 
winter  than  they  could  iu  the  summer,  in  that  hot  climate. 
Fish,  too,  were  used  as  a  change,  whenever  the  young  man  had 
an  inclination  for  that  sort  of  food,  whioh  was  as  oft«n  as  three 
or  four  times  a  week  ;  the  little  pan-flah  already  mentioned  be- 
ing  of  a  sort  of  which  one  would  scarcely  ever  tire. 

It  being  a  matter  of  some  moment  to  save  unnecessary  labor, 
Mark  seldom  cooked  more  than  once  in  twenty-four  hoora, 
and  then  barely  enough  to  last  for  that  day.  In  conseqaence 
of  this  rule,  he  soon  learned  how  little  was  really  necessary  for 
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mount.  It  is  trae,  that  he  had  scattered  seed,  at  odd  and  fa- 
vorable moments,  over  most  of  it,  by  this  time ;  and  he  was 
persuaded  the  roots  of  those  first  sown  would  have  extended 
themselves,  in  the  course  of  a  year  or  two,  over  the  whole  Sum- 
mit Nor  were  these  grasses  thin  and  sickly,  threatening  as 
early  an  extinction  as  they  had  been  quick  in  coming  to  matu- 
rity. On  the  contrary,  after  breaking  what  might  be  called  the 
crust  of  the  rock  with  their  vigorous  though  nearly  invisible 
roots,  they  made  a  bed  for  themselves,  on  which  they  promised 
to  repose  for  ages.  The  great  frequency  of  the  rains  favored 
their  growth,  and  Mark  was  of  opinion,  after  the  experience  of 
one  summer,  that  his  little  mountain  might  be  green  the  year 
round. 

We  have  called  the  mount  of  the  crater  little,  but  the  term 
ought  not  to  be  used  in  reference  to  such  a  hill,  when  the  extent 
of  the  island  itself  was  considered.  By  actual  measurement, 
Mark  had  ascertained  that  there  was  one  knoll  on  the  Summit, 
which  was  just  seventy-two  feet  above  the  level  of  the  rock. 
The  average  height,  however,  might  be  given  as  somewhat  less 
than  fifty.  Of  surface,  the  rocky  barrier  of  the  crater  had  al- 
most as  much  as  the  plain  within  it,  though  it  was  so  broken 
and  uneven  as  not  to  appear  near  as  large.  Kitty  had  long 
since  determined  that  the  hill  was  more  than  large  enough  for 
all  her  wants ;  and  glad  enough  did  she  seem  when  Mark  suc- 
ceeded, after  a  great  deal  of  difficulty,  in  driving  the  hogs  up  a 
flight  of  steps  he  had  made  within  the  crater,  to  help  her  crop 
the  herbage.  As  for  the  rooting  of  the  last,  so  long  as  they 
were  on  the  Summit,  it  was  so  much  the  better ;  since,  in  that 
climate,  it  was  next  to  impossible  to  kill  grass  that  was  once 
£Eurly  in  growth,  and  the  more  the  crust  of  the  ashes  was  broken, 
the  more  rapid  and  abundant  would  be  the  vegetation. 

Mark  hftd,  of  course,  abandoned  the  idea  of  continuing  to 
cultivate  his  melons,  or  any  other  vegetables,  on  the  Summit, 
or  he  never  would  have  driven  his  hogs  there.  He  was  unwill- 
ing, notwithstanding,  to  lose  the  benefit  of  the  deposits  of  soil 
and  manure  which  he  and  Bob  had  made  there  with  so  much- 
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labor  to  tlietnselves.  After  reflecting  what  he  could  do  with 
them,  he  came  to  the  conclusion  tha.t  he  would  make  small  cn- 
ciosures  around  some  fifteen  or  twenty  of  the  places,  and  trans- 
pbot  some  of  the  fig-trees,  orange-trees,  limea,  lemons,  etc., 
which  still  stood  rather  too  thick  within  the  crater  to  ripen 
their  fruits  to  advantage.  In  order  to  make  these  little  enclo- 
sures, Mark  merely  drove  into  the  earth  short  post*,  pas^ng 
around  them  old  rope,  of  which  there  was  a,  superabundance  on 
board  the  ship.  This  arrangement  suggested  the  idea  of  fenc- 
ing in  the  garden  by  the  same  means,  in  order  to  admit  the  piga 
to  eat  tie  graKs,  when  he  was  not  watching  them.  By  the  time 
tb&se  dispositions  were  made,  it  was  necessary  to  begin  again  to 
put  in  the  seeds. 

On  this  occasion  Mark  determined  to  have  a  snccession  of 
crops,  and  not  to  bring  on  every  thing  at  once,  as  he  bad  done 
the  first  year  of  his  tillage.  Accordingly,  he  would  manure  and 
break  up  a  bed,  and  plant  or  sow  it,  waiting  a  few  days  before 
hd  began  another.      Experience  had  told  him  that  tliero  «n« 
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could  use.  Taking  care  to  preserve  the  breed,  therefore,  he 
killed  off  the  pigs,  of  which  he  had  fresh  litters,  from  time  to 
time ;  and  when  he  found  the  old  hogs  getting  to  be  trouble- 
some, as  swine  will  become  with  years,  he  just  shot  them,  and 
buried  their  bodies  in  his  compost  heap,  or  in  his  garden,  where 
one  common-sized  hog  would  render  highly  fertile  several  yards 
square  of  earth,  or  ashes.  This  practice  he  continued  ever  after, 
extending  it  to  his  fowls  and  ducks,  the  latter  of  which  pro- 
duced a  great  many  eggs.  By  rigidly  observing  this  rale,  Mark 
avoided  an  evil  which  is  very  common  even  in  inhabited  coun- 
tries— ^that  of  keeping  more  stock  than  is  good  for  their  owner. 
Six  or  eight  hens  laid  more  eggs  than  he  could  consume,  and 
there  was  always  a  sufficient  supply  of  chickens  for  his  wants.  In 
short,  our  hermit  had  every  thing  he  actually  required,  and 
most  things  that  could  contribute  to  his  living  in  great  abun- 
dance. The  necessity  of  cooking  for  himself,  and  the  want  of 
pure,  cold  spring  water,  were  the  two  greatest  physical  hard- 
ships he  endured.  There  were  moments,  indeed,  when  Mark 
would  have  gladly  yielded  one-half  of  the  advantages  he  actually 
possessed,  to  have  a  good  spring  of  living  water.  Then  he 
quelled  the  repinings  of  his  spirit  at  this  privation,  by  endeav- 
oring to  recall  how  many  blessings  were  left  at  his  command, 
compared  to  the  wants  and  sufferings  of  many  another  ship- 
wrecked mariner  of  whom  he  had  read  or  heard. 

The  spring  passed  as  pleasantly  as  thoughts  of  home  and 
Bridget  would  allow,  and  his  beds  and  plantations  flourished  to 
a  degree  that  surprised  him.  As  for  the  grass,  as  soon  as  it 
once  got  root,  it  became  a  most  beneficial  assistant  to  his  plans 
of  husbandry.  Nor  was  it  grass  alone  that  rewarded  Mark's 
labors  and  forethought  in  his  meadows  and  pasturesv  Various 
flowers  appeared  in  the  herbage  ;  and  he  was  delighted  at  find- 
ing a  little  patch  of  the  common  wild  strawberry,  the  seed  of 
which  had  doubtless  got  mixed  with  those  of  the  grasses.  In- 
stead of  indulging  his  palate  with  a  taste  of  this  delicious  and 
most  salubrious  fruit,  Mark  carefully  collected  it  all,  made  a  bed 
in  his  garden,  and  included  the  cultivation  of  this  among  his 


other  plants.  lie  would  not  disturb  a  single  root  of  the  twenty 
or  thirty  different  Bhoots  that  he  found,  atl  being  together,  and 
coming  from  the  same  cast  of  his  hand  while  sowing,  lest  it 
might  die ;  but  with  the  seed  of  the  fruit,  he  was  less  chary. 
One  thing  Btriick  Mark  as  singular.  Thus  far  his  garden  was 
absolutely  free  from  weeds  of  every  sort.  The  seed  that  he 
put  into  the  ground  came  up,  and  nothing  else.  This  greatly 
simplified  his  toil,  though  he  had  no  doubt  that,  in  the  course 
of  time,  he  should  meet  with  intniden  in  his  beds.  He  could 
only  account  for  this  circumstance  by  the  facts,  that  the  ashes 
of  the  volcano  contained  of  themBelvea  no  combinotiou  of  the 
elements  necessary  to  produce  plants,  and  that  the  i. 
used,  in  their  nature,  were  free  from  weeds. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

**The  globe  around  ewth^s  hollow  surface  ahakea, 
And  1b  the  ceiling  of  her  sleeping  sons : 
O'er  derastatlon  we  blind  revels  keep ; 
While  baried  towns  support  the  dancer's  heels.^ 

TOUMO. 

It  was  again  raid-siimraer  ere  Mark  Woolston  had  his  boat 
ready  for  launchiog.  He  had  taken  things  leisurely,  and  com- 
pleted his  work  in  all  its  parts,  before  he  thought  of  putting  the 
craft  into  the  water.  Afraid  of  worms,  he  used  some  of  the 
old  copper  on  this  boat,  too ;  and  he  painted  her,  inside  and 
out,  not  only  with  fidelity,  but  with  taste.  Although  there  was 
no  one  but  Kitty  to  talk  to,  he  did  not  forget  to  paint  the  name 
which  he  had  given  to  his  new  vessel,  in  her  stem-sheets,  where 
he  could  always  see  it  She  was  called  the  "Bridget  Yardley ;" 
and,  notwithstanding  the  unfavorable  circumstances  in  which  she' 
had  been  put  together,  Mark  thought  she  did  no  discredit  to  her 
beautiful  namesake,  when  completed.  When  he  had  every 
thing  finished,  even  to  mast  and  sails,  of  the  last  of  which  he 
fitted  her  with  main-sail  and  jib,  the  young  man  set  about  his 
preparations  for  getting  his  vessel  afloat. 

There  was  no  process  by  which  one  man  could  move  a  boat 
of  the  size  of  the  Bridget,  while  out  of  its  proper  element,  but 
to  launch  it  by  means  of  regular  ways.  With  a  view  to  this  con- 
tingency, the  keel  had  been  laid  between  the  ways  of  the  Nesli- 
amony,  which  were  now  all  ready  to  be  used.  Of  course  it  was 
no  great  job  to  make  a  cradle  for  a  boat,  and  our  boat-builder 
bad  "wedged  up,"  and  got  the  keel  of  his  craft  off  the 
"blocks,"  within  eight-and-forty  hours  after  he  had  begun  upon 
that  part  of  his  task.     It  only  remained  to  knock  away  the 


spur-shores,  and  start  the  boat.  Until  that  instant,  Mark  had 
pursued  his  work  on  the  Briilget  as  mechanically  and  stcmiily 
as  if  hired  by  the  day.  When,  however,  he  perceived  that  bs 
was  BO  near  his  goal,  a  flood  of  Bcnsations  tanio  over  the  young 
man,  and  his  liiiihs  trciublod  to  a  degree  that  compelled  him 
to  he  seated.  Who  conld  tell  the  consequences  to  which  that 
boat  might  lead !  Who  know  bat  the  "  Bridget"'  might  prove 
the  raoaos  of  carrying  him  to  his  own  Bridget,  and  restoring 
him  to  civilised  life  I  At  that  instant,  it  appeared  to  Mark  bs 
if  his  exi.stencc  depended  on  the  launching  of  his  boat,  and 
he  was  fearful  some  unforeseen  accident  might  prevent  it.  Ha 
was  obliged  to  u*ait  several  minutes  in  order  to  recover  his  self- 
possession. 

At  length  Mark  succeeded  in  subduiug  this  feeling,  and  he 
resumed  his  work  with  most  of  his  former  sclf-cominaud. 
Every  thing  being  ready,  he  knocked  away  the  spur-sbores,  and, 
finding  the  boat  did  not  start,  hu  gave  it  a  blow  with  a  mauL 
This  set  the  mass  in  motion,  and  the  little  craft  slid  down  the 
e  water-born.  > 
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filled  with  fresh  water,  of  which  there  still  remaiued  several  in 
the  ship.  All  these,  as  well  as  her  masts,  sails,  oars,  etc.,  were 
in  her  when  she  was  launched  ;  and  that  important  event  hav- 
ing taken  place  early  in  the  morning,  Mark  could  not  restrain 
his  impatience  for  a  cruise,  but  determined  to  go  out  on  the 
reef  at  once,  further  than  he  had  ever  yet  ventured  in  the 
dingui,  in  order  to  explore  the  seas  around  him.  Accordingly, 
he  put  some  food  on  board,  loosened  his  fasts,  and  made  sail. 

The  instant  the  boat  moved  ahead,  and  began  to  obey  her 
helm,  Mark  felt  as  if  he  had  found  a  new  companion.  Hitherto 
Eatty  had,  in  a  measure,  filled  this  place  ;  but  a  boat  had  been 
the  young  man's  delight  on  the  Delaware,  in  his  boyhood,  and 
he  had  not  tacked  his  present  craft  more  than  two  or  three 
times,  before  he  caught  himself  talking  to  it,  and  commending 
it,  as  he  would  a  human  being.  As  the  wind  usually  blew  in 
the  same  direction,  and  generally  a  good  stiff  breeze,  Mark 
beat  up  between  the  reef  and  Guano  Island,  working  round 
the  weather  end  of  the  former,  until  he  came  out  at  the  anchor- 
age of  the  Rancocus.  After  beating  about  in  that  basin  a  little 
while,  as  if  merely  to  show  off  the  Bridget  to  the  ship,  Mark 
put  the  former  close  by  the  wind,  and  stood  off  in  the  channel 
by  which  he  and  Bob  had  brought  the  latter  into  her  present 
berth. 

It  was  easy  enough  to  avoid  all  such  breakers  as  would  be 
dangerous  to  a  boat,  by  simply  keeping  out  of  white  water; 
but  the  Bridget  could  pass  over  most  of  the  reefs  with  impunity, 
on  account  of  the  depth  of  the  sea  on  them.  Mark  beat  up,  on 
short  tacks,  therefore,  until  he  found  the  two  buoys  between 
which  he  had  brought  the  ship,  and  passing  to  windward  of 
them,  he  stood  off  in  the  direction  where  he  expected  to  find 
the  reef  over  which  the  Rancocus  had  beaten.  He  was  not 
long  in  making  this  discovery.  There  still  floated  the  buoy  of 
the  bower,  watching  as  faithfully  as  the  seaman  on  his  look- 
out! Mark  ran  the  boat  up  to  this  well-tried  sentinel,  and 
caught  the  lanyard,  holding  on  by  it,  after  lowering  his  sails. 

The  boat  was  now  moored  by  the  buoy-rope  of  the  ship's 
8 
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ani.-li'jr,  uwA  it  occurred  to  our  young  man  that  a  certain  au) 
miglit  be  made  of  this  melancholy  memorial  of  the  uHUmtty 
that  had  bcfiiUen  the  Hancocue.  The  anchor  lay  quite  near  a 
I'cvf — on  it,  indeed,  in  one  sense  ;  and  it  nas  in  such  places  that 
tish  most  abounded.  Fishin^tackle  was  in  the  boat,  and  Mark 
lot  down  a  line.  His  success  was  prodigious.  The  fish  were 
buulcd  in  almost  as  fast  as  he  could  bait  and  lower  his  hook, 
and  what  was  more,  they  proved  to  be  larger  and  finer  than 
those  taken  at  the  old  fishing-grounds.  By  the  experience  of 
the  half  hour  he  pa;ssed  at  the  spot,  Mark  felt  certain  that  he 
could  iill  his  boat  there  in  a  day's  fishing.  After  hauling  in 
some  twenty  nr  thirty,  however,  he  cast  off  from  the  lanyard, 
hoisted  his  Kiila,  and  crossed  the  reef,  still  working  to  wind- 

It  was  Mark's  wish  to  loam  something  of  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  the  shoals  in  this  direction.  With  this  object  in  view, 
he  continued  heating  up,  Bometimos  passing  boldly  through 
shallow  water,  at  ot!ii?rs  going  about  to  avoid  that  which  he 
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freshness  of  the  breeze  had  induced  him  to  reef,  and  nnder  that 
short  sail,  he  found  the  Bridget  every  thing  he  could  wish.  It 
was  now  about  the  middle  of  the  afternoon,  and  Mark  thought 
it  prudent  to  turn  out  his  reef,  and  run  down  for  the  crater.  In 
half  an  hour  he  caught  a  sight  of  the  spars  of  the  ship ;  and 
ten  minutes  later,  the  Summit  appeared  above  the  horizon. 

It  had  been  the  intention  of  our  young  sailor  to  stay  out  all 
night,  had  the  weather  been  promising.  His  wish  was  to  ascer- 
tain how  he  might  manage  the  boat,  single-handed,  while  ho 
slept,  and  also  to  learn  the  extent  of  the  shoals.  As  the  ex- 
traordinary fertility  of  the  crater  superseded  the  necessity  of 
his  laboring  much  to  keep  himself  supplied  with  food,  he  had 
formed  a  plan  of  cruising  off  the  shoals,  for  days  at  a  time,  in 
the  hope  of  falling  in  with  something  that  was  passing,  and 
which  might  carry  him  back  to  the  haunts  of  men.  No  vessel 
would  or  could  come  in  sight  of  the  crater,  so  long  as  the 
existence  of  the  reefs  was  known ;  but  the  course  steered  by 
the  Rancocus  was  a  proof  that  ships  did  occasionally  pass  in 
that  quarter  of  the  Pacific.  Mark  had  indulged  in  no  visionary 
hopes  on  this  subject,  for  he  knew  he  might  keep  in  the  offing 
a  twelvemonth  and  see  nothing ;  but  an  additional  twenty-four 
hours  might  realize  all  his  hopes. 

The  weather,  however,  on  this  his  first  experiment,  did  not 
encourage  him  to  remain  out  the  whole  night.  On  the  contra- 
ry, by  the  time  the  crater  was  in  sight,  Mark  thought  he  had 
not  seen  a  more  portentous-looking  sky  since  he  had  been  on 
the  reef.  There  was  a  fiery  redness  in  the  atmosphere  that 
alanned  him,  and  he  would  have  rejoiced  to  be  at  home,  in 
order  to  secure  his  stock  within  the  crater.  From  the  appear- 
ances, he  anticipated  another  tempest  with  its  flood.  It  is  true,  it 
was  not  the  season  when  the  last  occurred,  but  the  climate  might 
admit  of  these  changes.  The  difierence  between  summer  and 
winter  was  very  trifling  on  that  reef,  and  a  hurricane,  or  a  gale, 
was  as  likely  to  occur  in  the  one  as  in  the  other. 

Just  as  the  Bridget  was  passing  the  two  buoys  by  which  the 
ahip-channel  had  been  marked,  her  sail  flapped.     This  was  a 


179 


r  it  betokened  a  shift  of  wind,  which  rarely  hap- 
it  i[ii<r!it  befrom  six  months  to  six  months,  without 
'cursor  of  some  sort  of  a  storm.  Mark  was  stiU 
two  miles  from  the  reef,  rhiI  the  little  wind  there  was  soon 
came  ahead.  Luckily,  it  was  smooth  water,  and  very  litllu  air 
sufRced  to  force  tLat  light  craft  ahead,  while  there  was  usually  a 
current  setting  from  that  point  toward  the  crater.  The  birds, 
moreover,  seemed  uneasy,  the  air  hcin^  filled  with  them,  thou- 
sands flying  over  the  boat,  around  which  they  wheeled,  scream- 
inij  and  apparently  terriSed.  At  first  Mark  ascribed  (his  unu- 
lual  behi\ior  of  hia  feathered  neighbors  to  the  circumstance  of 
their  DOW  seeing  a  boat,  for  the  comincnctiment  of  such  an  ac- 
tjuainlauLe ;  but,  recollecting  how  often  he  had  passed  their 
haunts  in  the  dingui,  when  they  would  hnrdly  get  out  of  the 
nav,  he  soon  felt  certain  there  must  he  another  rea.'ion  for  thia 


The  s 


mluct. 


t  down  in  a  bank  of  lurid  fire,  and  the  Bridget 
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this,  tired  with  his  day's  work,  the  young  man  got  into  his 
berth  and  endeavored  to  sleep. 

The  fatigue  of  the  day,  notwithstanding  the  invigorating 
freshness  of  the  breeze,  acted  as  an  anodyne,  and  our  young 
man  soon  forgot  his  adventures  and  his  boat,  in  profound  slum- 
bers. It  was  many  hours  ere  Mark  awoke,  and  when  he  did,  it 
was  with  a  sense  of  suffocation.  At  first  he  thought  the  ship 
had  taken  fire,  a  lurid  light  gleaming  in  at  the  open  door  of  the 
cabin,  and  he  sprang  to  his  feet  in  recollection  of  the  danger  he 
ran  from  the  magazine,  as  well  as  from  being  burned.  But  no 
cracking  of  flames  reaching  his  ears,  he  dressed  hastily  and 
went  out  on  the  poop.  He  had  just  reached  this  deck,  when 
he  felt  the  whole  ship  tremble  from  her  truck  to  her  keel,  and  a 
rushing  of  water  was  heard  on  all  sides  of  him,  as  if  a  flood 
were  coming.  Hissing  sounds  were  heard,  and  streams  of  fire 
and  gleams  of  lurid  light  were  seen  in  the  air.  It  was  a  terri- 
ble moment,  and  one  that  might  well  induce  any  man  to  imag- 
ine that  time  was  drawing  to  its  close. 

Mark  Woolston  now  comprehended  his  situation,  notwith- 
standing the  intense  darkness  which  prevailed,  except  in  those 
brief  intervals  of  lurid  light.  He  had  felt  the  shock  of  an 
earthquake,  and  the  volcano  had  suddenly  become  active. 
Smoke  and  ashes  certainly  filled  the  air,  and  our  poor  hermit 
instinctively  looked  toward  his  crater,  already  so  verdant  and 
lively,  in  the  expectation  of  seeing  it  vomit  flames.  Every  thing 
there  was  tranquil ;  the  danger,  if  danger  there  was,  was  assur- 
edly more  remote.  But  the  murky  vapor  which  rendered 
breathing  exceedingly  difficult,  also  obstructed  the  view,  and 
prevented  his  seeing  where  the  explosion  really  was.  For  a 
brief  space  our  young  man  fancied  he  must  certainly  be  suffoca- 
ted ;  but  a  sbift  of  wind  came  and  blew  away  the  oppressive 
vapor,  clearing  the  atmosphere  of  its  sulphurous  and  most  often- 
sive  gases  and  odors.  Never  did  feverish  tongue  enjoy  the 
cooling  and  healthful  draught  more  than  Mark  rejoiced  in  this 
change.  The  wind  had  got  back  to  its  old  quarter,  and  the  air 
he  respired  soon  became  pure  and  refreshing.     Had  the  impure 


atmosphere  lasted  ten  mioutes  longer,  Mark  felt  persuaded  ha 
could  not  have  breathed  it  with  any  safety, 

Tlio  li^ht  was  now  most  impatiently  expected  by  our  yonng 
maD.  Tlie  miinite.^  seemed  to  drag;  but,  at  length,  the  usual 
signs  oi  returning  day  became  apparent  to  him,  and  he  got  on 
tlie  bowsprit  of  the  ship,  as  if  to  meet  it  in  its  approach.  There 
he  stood  loolcing  to  the  eastward,  eager  to  have  ray  after  ray 
ehoot  iolo  the  firmnmcut,  when  he  was  suddenly  struck  vith  ft 
ehaugG  in  thnt  quarter  of  the  ocean,  which  at  once  proclaimed 
the  power  of  the  ctlbrt  which  the  earth  had  made  in  its  eubter' 
raiieun  throes.  Naked  rocks  appeared  in  places  where,  Mark 
Wiis  certain,  water  in  abundance  had  existed  a  few  hours  before. 
The  sea-wall,  directly  ahead  of  the  ship,  and  which  never  showed 
itself  above  the  surface  more  than  two  or  three  inches  in  any 
part  of  it,  and  that  only  at  exceedingly  neap  tides,  was  now  not 
only  hare  for  a  long  distance,  but  parts  rose  ten  and  fifteen  feet 
above  the  surrounding  sea.  This  proved,  at  once,  that  the  earth- 
quake liaJ  thrudt  upward  a  vast  surface  of  the  reef,  completely 
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to  ascend  at  once  to  the  Sammit.  As  he  passed  along,  he  could 
detect  no  change  whatever  on  the  surface  of  the  reef,  every 
thing  lying  just  as  it  had  been  left,  and  the  pigs  and  poultry 
were  at  their  usual  business  of  providing  for  their  own  wants. 
Ashes,  however,  were  strewn  over  the  rocks  to  a  depth  that  left 
his  footprints  as  distinct  as  they  could  have  been  made  in  a  light 
snow.  Within  the  crater  the  same  appearances  were  observed, 
fully  an  inch  of  ashes  covering  its  verdant  pastures  and  the 
whole  garden.  This  gave  Mark  very  little  concern,  for  he  knew 
that  the  first  rain  would  wash  this  drab-looking  mantle  into  the 
earth,  where  it  would  answer  all  the  purposes  of  a  rich  dressing 
of  manure. 

On  reaching  the  Summit,  our  young  man  was  enabled  to  form 
a  better  opinion  of  the  vast  changes  which  had  been  wrought 
around  him,  by  this  sudden  elevation  of  the  earth's  crust.  Ev- 
erywhere sea  seemed  to  be  converted  into  land,  or,  at  least,  into 
rock.  All  the  white  water  had  disappeared,  and  in  its  place 
arose  islands  of  rock,  or  mud,  or  sand.  A  good  deal  of  the 
last  was  to  be  seen,  and  some  quite  near  the  ree^  as  we  shall  still 
continue  to  call  the  island  of  the  crater.  Island,  however,  it 
could  now  hardly  be  termed.  It  is  true  that  ribands  of  water 
approached  it  on  all  sides,  resembling  creeks,  and  rivers,  and 
small  sounds ;  but,  as  Mark  stood  there  on  the  Summit,  it  seem- 
ed to  him  that  it  was  now  possible  to  walk  for  leagues,  in  every 
direction,  commencing  at  the  crater  and  following  the  lines  of 
reefs,  and  rocks,  and  sands,  that  had  been  laid  bare  by  the  late 
upheaving.  The  extent  of  this  change  gave  him  confidence  in 
its  pirmanency,  and  the  young  man  had  hopes  that  what  had 
thus  been  produced  by  the  providence  of  God,  would  be  per- 
mitted to  remain,  to  answer  his  own  benevolent  purposes.  It 
certainly  made  an  immense  difference  in  his  own  situation.  The 
boat  could  still  be  used,  but  it  was  now  possible  for  him  to  ram- 
ble for  hours,  if  not  for  days,  along  the  necks,  and  banks,  and 
hummocks,  and  swales  that  had  been  formed,  and  that  with  a 
dry  foot.  His  limits  were  so  much  enlarged  as  to  offer  some- 
thing like  a  new  world  to  his  enterprise  and  curiosity. 
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Tlie  crater,  nevertheless,  was  apparently  about  the  centre  of 
tins  iitiw  creation.  To  the  aoiith,  it  is  true,  iho  eye  could  not 
penetrate  more  than  two  or  three  leag^os,  A  vast,  dun-looking 
cliiud  still  covered  the  sea  in  that  direction,  veiling  its  surface 
far  and  wide,  and  mingling  witli  the  vapors  of  the  upper 
atmosphere.  Somewhere  within  this  cloud,  how  far  or  bow 
near  from  him  he  kiiew  not,  Mark  made  no  doubt  a  new  outlet 
to  the  pent  forces  of  the  inner  earth  was  to  bo  found,  forming 
another  and  an  active  crater  for  the  exit  of  the  fires  beneath. 
Geology  was  a  science  that  had  not  made  il.s  present  progress 
in  the  day  of  Mark  Woolston,  but  his  education  had  been  too 
good  to  leave  hiin  totally  without  a  theory  for  what  had  hap- 
pened. Ho  supposed  that  the  internal  firea  had  produced  so 
much  gna,  just  beneath  this  spot,  as  to  open  crevices  at  the  bot- 
tom of  tlie  ocean,  tlirough  which  water  had  flowed  in  suffi- 
cient quantities  to  create  a  vast  boily  of  steam,  which  steam 
had  been  the  immediate  agent  of  lifting  so  much  of  t]ie  roclc 
and  land,  and  of  causing  the  earthquake.      At  the  same  time. 


OR,    Vulcan's    peak.  177 

oftener  err  than  in  this  portion  of  the  exercise  of  their  intellects. 
The  errors  arise  from  one  man's  rigidly  judging  his  fellow  by 
himself,  and  that  which  he  would  do  he  fancies  others  would 
do  also.  This  rule  would  be  pretty  safe,  could  we  always  pen- 
etrate into  the  wants  and  longings  of  others,  which  quite  as  often 
fail  to  correspond  closely  with  our  own,  as  do  their  characters, 
fortunes,  and  hopes. 

At  first  sight,  Mark  had  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  in  under- 
standing the  predominant  nature  of  the  very  many  bodies  of 
water  that  were  to  be  seen  on  every  side  of  him.  On  the 
whole,  there  still  remained  almost  as  much  of  one  element  as 
of  the  other,  in  the  view ;  which  of  itself,  however,  was  a  vast 
change  from  what  had  previously  been  the  condition  of  the 
shoals.  There  were  large  bodies  of  water,  little  lakes  in  extent, 
which  it  was  obvious  enough  must  disappear  under  the  process 
of  evaporation,  no  communication  existing  between  them  and 
the  open  ocean.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  many  of  these  sheets 
were  sounds,  or  anns  of  the  sea,  that  must  always  continue, 
since  they  might  be  traced,  far  as  eye  could  reach,  toward  the 
mighty  Pacific.  Such,  Mark  was  induced  to  believe,  was  the 
fact  with  the  belt  of  water  that  still  surrounded,  or  nearly  sur- 
rounded the  reef;  for,  placed  where  he  was,  the  young  man 
was  unable  to  ascertain  whether  the  latter  had,  or  had  not,  at  a 
particular  point,  any  land  communication  with  an  extensive 
range  of  naked  rock,  sand,  mild,  and  deposit,  that  stretched 
away  to  the  westward,  for  leagues.  In  obvious  connection 
with  this  broad  reach  of  what  might  be  termed  bare  ground, 
were  Guano  and  Loam  Islands  ;  neither  of  which  was  an  island 
any  longer,  except  as  it  was  a  part  of  the  whole  formation 
around  it.  Nevertheless,  onr  young  man  was  not  sorry  to  see 
that  the  channel  around  the  reef  still  washed  the  bases  of 
both  those  important  places  of  deposit,  leaving  it  in  his  power 
to  transport  their  valuable  manures  by  means  of  the  raft,  or 
boat. 

The  situation  of  the  ship  next  became  the  matter  of  Mark's 
most  curious  and  interested  investigation.      She  was  clearly 
8* 
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nQoat,  anil  the  bii^in  in  wbidi  she  toAe  had  a  CooiuunicatioD  od 
cacli  siiio  of  it,  wilii  the  sound,  or  inlet,  that  still  encircled  tho 
TL'cf.  Du3Pciiding  to  the  shore,  our  joung  mariner  got  into  the 
diiigiii,  and  pulled  out  round  the  vessel,  to  make  a  more  minute 
examination.  So  ycry  limpid  was  the  water  of  that  sea,  it  waa 
easy  enough  to  diiicem  &  bright  object  oq  the  bottom,  at  a 
depth  of  several  fiithoms.  There  were  no  streams  in  that  part  of 
the  world  to  jiour  their  deposits  into  the  ocean,  and  air  itself  ia 
scarce  more  transparent  than  the  pure  water  of  the  ocean,  when 
unpolluted  with  any  foreign  snbat&nces.  All  it  waata  is  light, 
to  enable  the  eye  to  reach  into  its  mysteries  for  a  long  way. 
Mark  could  very  distinctly  perceive  the  sand  beneath  tho  Ran- 
coeus'  keel,  and  saw  that  the  ship  still  floated  two  or  three  feet 
clear  of  the  bottom.  It  was  near  high  water,  however ;  and, 
there  being  usually  a  tide  of  about  twenty  inches,  it  was  plain 
enough  that,  on  certain  winds,  the  good  old  craft  would  come 
in  pretty  close  contact  with  the  bottoni.  All  eipectatjon  of 
ever  pi'tting  the  vessel  out  of  the  basin  must  now   be  certainly 
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several  acres  in  extent,  that  spread  itself  along  the  margin  of  the 
rocks,  as  clear  from  every  impurity  as  it  was  a  few  hours  before, 
when  it  had  been  raised  from  out  of  the  bosom  of  the  ocean. 
To  him,  it  appeared  that  water  was  trickling  tlirough  this  sand, 
coming  from  beneath  the  lava  of  the  reef.  At  first,  he  supposed 
it  was  merely  the  remains  of  some  small  portion  of  the  ocean 
that  had  penetrated  to  a  cavity  within,  and  which  was  now 
trickling  back  through  the  crevices  of  the  rocks,  to  find  its  level, 
under  the  great  law  of  nature.  But  it  looked  so  pleasant  to  see 
once  more  water  of  any  sort  coming  upward  from  the  earth, 
that  the  young  man  jumped  down  upon  the  sands,  and  hastened 
to  the  spot  for  further  inquiry.  Scooping  up  a  little  of  the 
water  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand,  he  found  it  sweet,  soft,  and 
deliciously  cool.  Here  was  a  discovery,  indeed !  The  pliysical 
comfort  for  which  he  most  pined  was  thus  presented  to  him,  as 
by  a  direct  gift  from  heaven  ;  and  no  miser  who  had  found  a 
hoard  of  hidden  gold,  could  have  felt  so  great  pleasure,  or  a 
tenth  part  of  the  gratitude,  of  our  young  hermit,  if  hermit  we 
may  call  one  who  did  not  voluntarily  seek  his  seclusion  from 
the  world,  and  who  worshipped  God  less  as  a  penance,  than 
from  love  and  adoration. 

Before  quitting  this  new-found  treasure,  Mark  opened  a  cavi- 
ty in  the  sand  to  receive  the  water,  placing  stone  around  it  to 
make  a  convenient  and  clean  little  basin.  In  ten  minutes  this 
place  was  filled  with  water  almost  as  limpid  as  air,  and  every  way 
as  delicious  as  the  palate  of  man  could  require.  The  young  man 
could  scarce  tear  himself  away  from  the  spot,  but,  fearful  of 
drinking  too  much,  he  did  so,  after  a  time.  Before  quitting  the 
spring,  however,  he  placed  a  stone  of  some  size  at  a  gap  in  the 
rock — a  precaution  that  completely  prevented  the  hogs,  should 
they  stroll  that  way,  from  descending  to  the  beach  and  defiling 
the  limpid  basin.  As  soon  as  he  had  leisure,  Mark  resolved  to 
sink  a  barrel  in  the  sand,  and  to  build  a  fence  around  it ;  after 
which  the  stock  might  descend  and  drink  at  a  pool  he  should 
form  below,  at  pleasure. 

Mark   proceeded.     On  reaching  the   narrowest  part  of  the 


180  TOB    ohatbr: 

nofk,  he  fuund  that  the  rocka  did  not  meet,  but  the  reef 
etill  rcnuiticil  an  island.  The  channel  that  separated  the  tno 
points  of  rock  was  only  about  twenty  feet  wide,  however,  though 
it  was  of  fully  twice  that  depth.  The  you[ig  man  found  it  nec- 
essary to  go  back  to  the  ship-yard  (do  great  distance,  by  the 
way),  and  to  bring  a  plank  with  which  to  make  a  bridge.  This 
done,  ho  passed  on  to  the  newly  emei^ed  territory.  As  might 
have  been  expected,  the  rocks  were  foimd  tolerably  well  furnish- 
ed with  tish,  which  had  got  caught  in  pools  and  crevicee  when 
the  water  flowed  into  the  sea ;  and,  what  was  of  still  more  iin- 
portaiice,  another  and  a  much  larger  spring  of  fresh  water  was 
found  quite  near  the  bridge,  gushing  through  a  deposit  of  s.ind 
of  some  fifteen  or  twenty  acres  in  exlent.  The  water  of  this 
Bpring  bad  nji\  dawn  into  a  cavity,  where  it  had  already  formed 
a  little  lake  of  some  two  acres  in  surface,  and  whence  it  was 
already  running  into  the  sea,  by  overflowing  its  banks.  These 
two  discoveries  induced  Mark  to  return  to  the  reef  i^ain,  in 
quest  of  the  stock.     After  laying  anoiher  piank  at  his  bridge, 
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from  the  reef  the  entire  day.  At  one  time,  Le  thought  he  was 
quite  two  leagues  in  a  straight  line  from  the  ship,  though  he 
had  been  compelled  to  walk  four  to  get  there.  Everywhere 
he  found  large  sheets  of  salt  water,  that  had  been  left  on  the 
rocks,  in  consequence  of  the  cavities  in  the  latter.  In  several 
instances,  these  little  lakes  were  near  a  mile  in  length,  having 
the  most  beautifully  undulating  outlines.  None  of  them  were 
deep,  of  course,  though  their  bottoms  varied.  Some  of  these 
bottoms  were  clean  rock ;  others  contained  large  deposits  of 
mud;  and  others,  again,  were  of  a  clean,  dark-colored  sand. 
One,  and  one  only,  had  a  bottom  of  a  bright,  light-colored  sand. 
As  a  matter  of  course,  these  lakes,  or  pools,  must  shortly  evapo- 
rate, leaving  their  bottoms  bare,  or  encrusted  with  salt.  One 
thing  gave  the  young  man  great  satisfaction.  He  had  kept 
along  the  margin  of  the  channel  that  communicated  with  the 
water  that  surrounded  the  reef,  and,  when  at  the  greatest  dis- 
tance from  the  crater,  he  ascended  a  rock  that  must  have  had 
an  elevation  of  a  hundred  feet  above  the  sea.  Of  course,  most 
of  this  rock  had  been  above  water  previously  to  the  late  erup- 
tion, and  Mark  had  often  seen  it  at  a  distance,  though  he  had 
never  ventured  through  the  white  water  near  so  far,  in  the  din- 
gui.  When  on  its  apex,  Mark  got  an  extensive  view  of  the 
scene  around  him.  In  the  first  place,  he  traced  the  channel 
just  mentioned,  quite  into  open  water,  which  now  appeared 
(listinctly  not  many  leagues  further,  toward  the  north-west. 
There  were  a  great  many  other  channels,  some  mere  ribands  of 
water,  others  narrow  sounds,  and  many  resembling  broad,  deep, 
serpentine  creeks,  which  last  was  their  true  character,  being 
.<trictly  inlets  from  the  sea,  Tlie  lakes,  or  pools,  could  be  seen 
in  hundreds,  creating  some  confusion  in  the  view  ;  but  all  these 
must  soon  disappear,  in  that  climate. 

Toward  the  southward,  however,  Mark  found  the  objects  of 
his  greatest  wonder  and  admiration.  By  the  time  he  reached 
the  apex  of  the  rock,  the  smoke  in  that  quarter  of  the  horizon 
hail,  in  a  great  measure,  risen  from  the  sea;  though  a  column 
of  it  continued  to  ascend  toward  a  vast,  dun-colored  cloud  that 


o^'iirLung  tho  place.  Tu  Mai'k's  BstonishiDcnt  he  Iiad  seen  some 
dark,  dense  buiiy  lirst  louming  tbrougU  the  rising  vapor.  When 
thu  last  was  Bufficieutly  ruaiovod,  a  tiigb,  ragged  tuoantain  be- 
oaine  distitietly  visible.  Hu  thought  it  arose  at  ieiwt  a  thousand 
feet  above  the  ucean,  and  that  it  tould  not  be  less  tfiau  a  leiigno 
iu  tJxt^Dt.  lliii  cxhibitiou  of  the  power  of  nature  filled  thu 
joiiug  man's  suul  iviih  adoration  and  reverence  for  the  mighty 
Bei[jg  that  could  set  such  elementa  at  work.  It  did  not  abirm 
him,  but  rather  loiuled  to  quiet  his  longings  to  quit  the  place; 
for  he  who  lives  amid  such  scenes  feels  that  he  b  eo  much 
nearer  to  the  arm  uf  God  than  those  who  dwell  in  unifonn 
security,  as  to  think  less  of  ordinary  advantages  than  is  corn- 
Mark  knew  that  there  must  have  been  a  dislocation  of  the 
rocks  to  produce  such  a  change  as  that  he  saw  to  the  southward. 
It  1VUS  well  for  him  it  occurred  there  at  a  distance,  as  he  thOD 
thiiught,  of  ten  or  fifteen  miles  from  the  rcef^  though  in  truth  it 
WHS  at  quite  fifty,  iiislcad  of  happeuiiig  beneath  hiiu.     It  uas 
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CHAPTER  XIL 

**  All  things  in  common  nature  shoald  produce 

Without  sweat  or  endeavor ;  treason,  felony, 

Sword,  pike,  gun,  or  need  of  any  engine 

Would  I  not  have ;  but  nature  should  bring  forth. 

Of  its  own  kind,  all  foizcn,  all  abundance 

To  feed  my  innocent  people." 

Tempkst, 

Fob  the  next  ten  days  Mark  Woolston  did  little  but  explore. 
By  crossing  the  channel  around  the  reef,  which  he  had  named 
the  "Armlet''  (the  young  man  often  talked  to  himself),  he 
reached  the  sea-wall,  and,  once  there,  he  made  a  long  excur- 
sion to  the  eastward.  He  now  walked  dryshod  over  those  very 
reefs  among  which  he  had  so  recently  sailed  in  the  Bridget, 
though  the  ship-channel  through  which  he  and  Bob  had  brought 
in  the  Rancocus,  still  remained.  The  two  buoys  that  had  mark- 
ed the  narrow  passage,  were  found  high  and  dry ;  and  the  an- 
chor of  the  ship,  that  by  which  she  rode  after  beating  over  the 
rocks  into  deep  water,  was  to  be  seen  so  near  the  surface  that 
the  stock  could  be  reached  by  the  hand. 

There  was  little  difference  in  character  between  the  newly- 
made  land  to  windward  and  that  which  Mark  had  found  in  the 
opposite  direction.  Large  pools,  or  lakes,  of  salt  water,  depos- 
its of  mud  and  sand,  some  of  which  were  of  considerable  ex- 
tent and  thickness,  sounds,  creeks,  and  arms  of  the  sea,  with 
here  and  there  a  hummock  of  rock  that  rose  fifteen  or  twenty 
feet  above  the  face  of  the  main  body,  were  the  distinguishing 
peculiarities.  For  two  days  Mark  explored  in  this  direction,  or 
to  windward,  reaching  as  far,  by  his  estimate  of  the  distance, 
as  the  place  where  he  had  bore  up  in  his  cruise  in  the  Bridget. 
Finding  a  great  many  obstacles  in  the  way,  channels,  mud,  etc., 
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he  Jetermined,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  aeeond  day,  to  retnni 
home,  get  a  stotk  of  supplies,  and  come  out  in  the  boat,  in  or- 
dor  to  asaertain  if  he  could  not  now  reach  the  opeu  water  to 
windward. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day  after  the  earthquake,  and 
the  occurrciici!  of  the  miglitj  change  that  had  altered  the 
whole  face  uf  the  »eene  around  him,  the  young  man  got  under 
way  in  the  Bridget.  He  nhaped  hia  course  to  windward,  beat- 
ing out  of  the  Armlet  by  a  narrow  passage,  that  carried  him 
into  a  reach  that  stretched  away  for  several  miles,  to  the  north- 
ward an  1  cantn  irl     n  nearly  a  straight  line.     This  passa^,  or 

uad      H.   al  out  ]  alf  a  mile  in  width,  and  there  was  water 

e     u^h  in      a  Ij  all  parts  of  it  to  float  the  largest  sized  vessel. 

L    tl  s  p  s    ge  the  po:ir  hermit,   small  aa  waa  hb  chance  of 

r  *       ^  s  ch  an  e  ent  occur,  hoped  it  might  be  possible  to 

come  to  the  \cry  side  of  the  reef  in  a  ship. 

When  about  three  leagues  from  the  crater,  the  "Hops 
Cimnnei,"  as  Mark  named  this  long  and  direct  passage,  divided 
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Tenient  basin  for  the  anchorage  of  ships  could  not  have  been 
formed  bj  the  art  of  man,  had  there  been  an  entrance  to  it,  and 
•any  inducement  for  them  to  come  there. 

Mark  had  beaten  about  "Oval  Harbor,''  as  he  named  the 
place,  for  half  an  hour,  before  he  was  struck  by  the  circum- 
stance that  the  even  character  of  its  surface  appeared  to  be  a 
little  disturbed  by  a  slight  undulation  which  seemed  to  come 
from  its  north-eastern  extremity.  Tacking  the  Bridget,  he 
stood  in  that  direction,  and  on  reaching  the  place,  found  that 
there  was  a  passage  through  the  rock  of  about  a  hundred  yards 
in  width.  The  wind  permitting,  the  boat  shot  through  this 
passage,  and  was  immediately  heaving  and  setting  in  the  long 
swells  of  the  open  ocean.  At  first  Mark  was  startled  by  the 
roar  of  the  waves  that  plunged  into  the  caverns  of  the  rocks, 
and  trembled  lest  his  boat  might  be  hove  up  against  that  hard 
and  iron-bound  coast,  where  one  toss  would  shatter  his  little 
craft  into  splinters.  Too  steady  a  seaman,  how^ever,  to  abandon 
his  object  unnecessarily,  he  stood  on,  and  soon  found  he  could 
weather  the  rocks  under  his  lee,  tacking  in  time.  After  two  or 
three  short  stretches  were  made,  Mark  found  himself  half  a 
mile  to  windward  of  a  long  line,  or  coast  of  dark  rock,  that  rose 
from  twenty  to  twenty-five  feet  above  the  level  of  the  water, 
and  beyond  all  question  in  the  open  ocean.  He  hove-to  to 
sound,  and  let  forty  fathoms  of  line  out  without  reaching  bot- 
tom. But  everywhere  to  leeward  of  him  was  land,  or  rock ; 
while  everywhere  to  windward,  as  well  as  ahead  and  astern,  it 
was  clear  water.  This,  then,  was  the  eastern  limit  of  the  old 
shoals,  now  converted  into  dry  land.  Here  the  Rancocus  had, 
unknown  to  her  oflScers,  first  run  into  the  midst  of  these  shoals, 
by  which  she  had  ever  since  been  environed. 

It  was  not  easy  to  compute  the  precise  distance  from  the 
outlet  or  inlet  of  Oval  Harbor  to  the  crater.  Mark  thought 
it  might  be  five- and-twenty  miles,  in  a  straight  line,  judging 
equally  by  the  eye  and  the  time  he  had  been  in  running  it. 
The  Sunmiit  was  not  to  be  seen,  however,  any  more  than  the 
masts  of  the  ship ;    though  the  distant  peak  and  the  column 
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e  ecitire  line  of  black  rocks  was  white  with  its  particles. 

Murk  had  unwittingly  omitted  to  take  any  land-marks  to  his 

ut,  or  stiait.      Ho  had  no  other  means  of  finding  it,  therefore, 
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that  time  ;  and  thus  had  he  some  means  of  jiid^ng  of  the  ex- 
tent of  his  new  territories.  About  five  in  the  afternoon  a  cape, 
or  headland,  was  reached,  when  the  coast  suddenly  trended  to 
the  westward.  This,  then,  was  the  north-eastern  angle  of  the 
entire  formation,  and  Mark  named  it  Cape  North-East.  The 
boat  was  now  jibed,  and  ran  off  west,  a  little  northerly,  for  an- 
other hour,  keeping  quite  close  in  to  the  coast,  which  was  no 
longer  dangerous  as  soon  as  the  cape  was  doubled.  The  seas 
broke  upon  the  rocks,  as  a  matter  of  course  ;  but,  there  being  a 
lee,  it  was  only  under  the  power  of  the  ceaseless  undulations  of 
the  ocean.  Even  the  force  of  the  wind  was  now  much  less  felt, 
the  Bridget  carrying  whole  sail  when  hauled  up,  as  Mark  placed 
her  several  times,  in  order  to  examine  apparent  inlets. 

It  was  getting  to  be  too  late  to  think  of  reaching  home  that 
night,  for  running  in  those  unknown  channels  after  dark  was 
not  a  desirable  course  for  an  explorer  to  adopt.  Our  young 
man,  therefore,  limited  his  search  to  some  place  where  he  might 
lie  until  the  return  of  light.  It  is  tme,  the  lee  formed  by  the 
rocks  was  now  such  as  to  enable  him  to  remain  outsl  i,  with 
safety,  until  morning ;  but  he  preferred  greatly  to  get  within 
the  islands,  if  possible,  to  trusting  himself,  while  asleep,  to  the 
mercy  of  the  open  ocean.  Just  as  the  sun  was  setting,  leaving 
the  evening  cool  and  pleasant,  after  the  warmth  of  an  exceeding- 
ly hot  day,  the  boat  doubled  a  piece  of  low  headland ;  and 
Mark  had  half  made  up  his  mind  to  get  under  its  lee,  and 
heave  a  grapnel  ashore,  in  order  to  ride  by  his  cable  during  the 
approaching  night,  when  an  opening  in  the  coast  greeted  his 
eyes.  It  was  just  as  he  doubled  the  cape.  This  opening  ap- 
peared to  be  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  width,  and  it  had  perfectly 
smooth  water  a  half-gunshot  within  its  mouth.  The  helm  was 
put  down,  the  sheets  hauled  aft,  and  the  Bridget  luffed  into  this 
creek,  estuary,  sound,  or  harbor,  whichever  it  might  prove  to 
be.  For  twenty  minutes  did  Mark  stand  on  through  this  pas- 
sage, when  suddenly  it  expanded  into  a  basin,  or  bay,  of  con- 
siderable extent.  This  was  at  a  distance  of  about  a  league 
within  the  coast.     This  bay  was  a  league  long,  and  half  a  league 
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in  width,  the  boat  entering  it  close  to  ita  weatlier  side.  A  long 
and  wide  sandy  beacb  offered  on  thut  aide,  and  tlic  young  matt 
slflod  along  it  a  short  diBtancc,  until  the  sight  of  a  Kpring  in- 
duced hirn  to  put  his  helrn  down.  The  boat  luffed  short  round, 
nnd  came  gently  upon  the  beach.  A  grapnel  was  thrown  on 
I  lie  satidti,  and  Mark  leaped  anbore. 

Tile  water  proved  to  be  sweet,  cool,  and  every  way  delicions. 
This  was  at  least  the  twentieth  spring  which  Lad  been  seen  that 
diiy,  though  it  wa.s  the  first  of  which  the  waters  had  been  taateid. 
This  new-horn  beach  bad  every  appearance  of  having  been  ex- 
posed to  the  air  a  thousand  years.  The  aand  was  perfectly 
I'leaii  and  of  a  bright  golden  color,  and  it  was  well  strewed  with 
ehclls  of  the  most  magnificont  colors  and  size.  The  odor  of 
their  late  tenants  alone  proolnimed  the  fact  of  thoir  recent  ship- 
wrc'k.  This,  however,  was  an  evil  that  a  single  month  would 
repair  ;  and  our  sailor  determined  to  make  another  voyage  to 
this  bay,  whieli  he  called  Shell  Bay,  in  order  to  procure  some 
of  its     -casures.      It  was  true,  he  could   not  place  them  before 
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months,  even,  in  exploring  it  thoroughly,  as  it  was  his  purpose 
to  do.  God  was  there,  also,  as  he  is  ever}* where.  This  our 
secluded  man  found  to  be  a  most  precious  consolation.  Again 
and  again,  each  day,  was  he  now  in  the  practice  of  communing 
in  spirit,  directly  with  his  Creator ;  not  in  cold  and  unmeaning 
forms  and  commonplaces,  but  with  such  yearning  of  the  soul, 
and  such  feelings  of  love  and  reverence,  as  an  active  and  living 
faith  can  alone,  by  the  aid  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  awaken  in  the 
numan  breast. 

After  crossing  Shell  Bay,  the  Bridget  continued  on  for  a 
couple  of  hours,  running  south,  westerly,  through  a  passage  of  a 
good  width,  until  it  met  another  channel,  at  a  point  which 
Mark  at  once  recognized  as  the  forks.  When  at  Point  Fork, 
he  had  only  to  follow  the  track  he  had  come  the  previous  day, 
in  order  to  arrive  at  the  reef  The  crater  could  be  seen  from 
the  forks,  and  there  was  consequently  a  beacon  in  sight,  to 
direct  the  adventurer,  had  he  wanted  such  assistance  ;  which  he 
did  not,  however,  since  he  now  recognized  objects  perfectly 
well  as  he  advanced.  About  ten  o'clock  he  ran  alongside  of 
the  ship,  where  he  found  every  thing  as  he  had  left  it.  Light- 
ing the  fire,  he  put  on  food  sufficient  to  last  him  for  another 
cruise,  and  then  went  up  into  the  cross-trees  in  order  to  take  a 
better  look  than  he  had  yet  obtained,  of  the  state  of  things  to 
the  southward. 

By  this  time  the  vast  murky  cloud  that  had  so  long  over- 
hung the  new  outlet  of  the  voleauo,  was  dispersed.  It  was 
succeeded  by  one  of  ordinary  size,  in  which  the  thread  of  smoke 
that  arose  from  the  crater  terminated.  Of  course  the  surround- 
ing atmosphere  was  clear,  and  nothing  but  distance  obstructed 
the  view.  The  peak  was,  indeed,  a  sublime  sight,  issuing,  as  it 
did,  from  the  ocean  without  any  relief.  Mark  now  began  to 
think  he  had  miscalculated  its  height,  and  that  it  might  be  two 
thousand  feet,  instead  of  one,  above  the  water.  There  it  was, 
in  all  its  glory,  blue  and  misty,  but  ragged  and  noble.  The 
crater  was  clearly  many  miles  beyond  it,  the  young  man  being 
satisfied,  after  this  look,  that  he  had  not  yet  seen  its  summit 
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Bo  aho  in-r^.asoa  hU  dWanct^  from  Vulcan-a  Peak,  as  he  named 
the  mimiiUin,  to  ten  If^uca,  at  least.   After  sitlinii  in  the  eroa*.   . 
trocii  tor  fully  an  hour,  gazing  at  this  height  with  aa  much  ple»- 
mirc  as  the    connoi'iaeur   ever  studied  picture  or   atntuc,  tha 
young  rami  detcrmiDed  to  attempt  a  voyage  to  that  place,  in 
the  Bridget.    To  him,  such  an  expedition  htid  the  chann  of  tha 
nuvelty  nnd  change  which  a  journey  from  country  to  town  could 
hriiig  to  the  wearied  worldling,  who  sighed  for  the  enjoymeot 
of  his  old  iiaunts,  after  a  season  paased  in  the  ennui  of  his  coan- 
try-house.    It  is  true,  great  novelties  had  heen  presented  to  our 
solitary  youth,  by  the  great  changes  wrought  immediately  in 
}ds  ncighhorhood,  and  they  had  now  kept  him  for  a  week  in  ft   ■ 
condition  of  high  excitement ;  but  nothing  they  presented  conld 
e<)uHl  the  interest  he  felt  in  that  distant  monnlain,  which  had 
arisen  so  suddenly  in  a.  horizon  that  he  had  been  accustomed  to 
pi'c  bare  of  any  object  bat  clouds,  for  near  eighteen  months. 

That  afternoon  Mark  made  all  his  preparations  for  a  voyags 
lh;it   he  felt   might   be  one  of  great  moment  to  him.      All  the 
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reef  from  the  large  range  of  rock  over  which  he  had  roamed 
the  day  succeeding  the  earthquake.  Of  course,  the  bridge  was 
removed,  in  order  to  allow  the  boat's  mast  to  pass ;  but  for 
this,  Mark  did  not  care.  lie  had  seen  his  stock  the  previous 
evening,  and  saw  that  it  wanted  for  nothing.  Even  the  fowls 
had  gone  across  to  the  new  territory,  on  exploring  expeditions ; 
and  Kitty  herself  had  left  her  sweet  pastures  on  the  Summit, 
to  see  of  what  the  world  was  made  beyond  her  old  range.  It 
is  true,  she  had  made  one  journey  in  that  quarter,  in  the  com- 
pany of  her  master ;  but  one  journey  no  more  satisfied  her 
than  it  would  have  satisfied  the  curiosity  of  any  other  female. 

After  passing  the  bridge,  the  boat  entered  a  long,  narrow 
reach,  that  extended  at  least  two  leagues,  in  nearly  a  direct 
line  toward  Vulcan's  Peak.  As  it  approached  the  end  of  this 
piece  of  water,  Mark  saw  that  he  must  enter  a  bay  of  consid- 
erable extent ;  one,  indeed,  that  was  much  larger  than  any  he 
had  yet  seen  in  his  island,  or,  to  speak  more  accurately,  his 
group  of  islands.  On  one  side  of  this  bay  appeared  a  large 
piece  of  level  land,  or  a  plain,  which  Mark  supposed  might 
cover  one  or  two  thousand  acres.  Its  color  was  so  diflerent 
from  any  thing  he  had  yet  seen,  that  our  young  man  was  in- 
duced to  land,  and  to  walk  a  short  distance  to  examine  it.  On 
reaching  its  margin,  it  was  found  to  be  a  very  shallow  bjisin,  of 
which  the  bottom  was  mud,  with  a  foot  or  two  of  salt  water 
still  remaining,  and  in  which  sea-weed,  some  ten  or  twelve 
inches  in  thickness,  was  floating.  It  was  almost  possible  for 
Mark  to  walk  on  this  weed,  the  green  appearance  of  which  in- 
duced him  to  name  the  place  the  Prairie.  Such  a  collection  of 
weed  could  only  have  been  owing  to  the  currents,  which  must 
have  brought  it  into  this  basin,  where  it  was  probably  retained 
even  previously  to  the  late  eruption.  The  presence  of  the  de- 
posit of  mud,  as  well  as  the  height  of  the  surrounding  rocks, 
many  of  which  were  doubtless  out  of  water  previously  to  the 
phenomenon,  went  to  corroborate  this  opinion. 

After  working  her  way  through  a  great  many  channels,  some 
wide  and  some  narrow,  some  true  and  some  false,  the  Bridget 
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rew.'lied  llic  southoni  yerge  of  tlie  group,  about  nooD.  Maric' 
then  au]i)>oi>eil  himself  to  bo  quit«  tweuty  miles  from  the  K&t,' 
Rnd  tho  peak  uppowod  ?ery  little  nearer  tliau  whi-n  he  left  it- 
Tliia  startled  him  ou  the  Bcorc  of  diiitance ;  and,  after  meditat- 
ing oil  all  his  chunccs,  the  yoaog  man  detentuacd  to  pass  th«< 
rcniainiler  of  that  day  whore  he  was,  in  order  to  pat  to  su ' 
with  uH  luiich  dnvligiit  before  him  us  possible.  He  desired  alao 
to  explore  the  coast  aad  islands  i 
coiiiiilct*  his  survey  of  the  cinster, 
jilnce  lo  anuhor  his  boat,  accordingly,  ate  hia  dinner,  and  set 
(.ui  oil  foot  to  csplore,  armed  as  usual  with  a  fowling-piece. 

l\i  the  first  place,  an  outlet  to  the  sea  very  diffarciit  from  that 
on  the  eai>tero  hide  of  the  group,  was  found  here,  on  its  south.- 
em.  The  chnnne!  opened  into  a  bay  of  some  size,  with  an  arm 
of  rock  reaching  well  off  on  the  weather  side,  so  that  no  ' 
broken  water  was  encountered  in  passing  into  or  out  of  it,  pro- 
vided one  kept  sufficiently  clear  of  the  point  itself.  As  there- 
was  abundance  of  room,  Mark  saw  he  should  have  no  dilEcuIty 
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not  much  more  than  twenty  feet  above  the  water.  The  rise 
seemed  to  be  gradual,  moreover,  which  certainly  favored  this 
theory. 

As  a  great  deal  of  sand  and  mad  had  been  brought  up  by 
the  eruption,  there  was  no  want  of  fresh  water.  Mark  found 
even  a  little  brook,  of  as  perfectly  sweet  a  stream  as  he  had  ever 
tasted  in  America,  running  into  the  little  harbor  where  he  had 
secured  the  boat.  He  followed  this  stream  two  miles  ere  he 
reached  its  source,  or  sources,  for  it  came  from  at  least  a  dozen 
copious  springs,  that  poured  their  tribute  from  a  bed  of  clean 
sand  several  miles  in  length,  and  which  had  every  sign  of  hav- 
ing been  bare  for  ages.  In  saying  this,  however,  it  is  not  to  be 
supposed  that  the  signs,  as  to  time,  were  very  apparent  any« 
where.  Lava,  known  to  have  been  ejected  from  the  bowels  of 
the  earth  thousands  of  years,  has  just  as  fresh  an  appearance,  to 
the  ordinary  observer,  as  that  which  was  thrown  out  ten  years 
ago ;  and,  had  it  not  been  for  the  deposits  of  moist  mud,  the 
remains  of  fish,  sea-weed  tb  it  was  still  uudecayed,  pools  of  salt 
water,  and  a  few  other  pc  juliarities  of  the  same  sort,  Mark 
would  have  been  puzzled  to  find  any  difference  between  the 
rocks  recently  thrown  up,  and  those  which  were  formerly  ex- 
posed to  the  air.  Even  the  mud  was  fast  changing  its  appearance, 
cracking  and  drying  under  the  sun  of  the  tropics.  In  a  month 
or  two,  should  as  much  rain  as  usual  fall,  it  was  probable  the 
searweed  would  be  far  gone  in  decay. 

It  was  still  early  when  our  adventurer  kneeled  on  the  sand, 
near  his  boat,  to  hold  his  last  direct  communication  with  his 
Creator,  ere  he  slept  Those  communications  were  now  quite 
frequent  with  Mark,  it  being  no  unusual  thing  for  him  to  hold 
them  when  sailing  in  his  boat,  on  the  deck  of  the  ship,  or  in 
the  soft,  salubrious  air  of  the  Summit  He  slept  none  the  less 
soundly  for  having  commended  his  soul  to  God,  asking  support 
against  temptations,  and  forgiveness  for  past  sins.  These  prayers 
were  usually  very  short.  More  than  half  the  time  they  were 
expressed  in  the  compendious  and  beautiful  words  given  to  man 
by  Christ  himself^  the  model  and  substance  of  all  petitions  of 
9 


this  nature.  Ent  the  wordB  were  deyoutly  nttered,  the  hosrt 
keeping  even  pace  with  them,  and  the  aoul  fully  Hiibmitting  to 
their  influence. 

Mark  arose,  neit  morning,  two  hours  hcfore  the  light  ap- 
peared, and  at  once  left  the  group.  Time  was  now  important 
to  him  ;  for,  while  he  anticipated  the  possibility  of  remaining 
nnder  the  lee  of  the  mountain  durlug  the  succeeding  night,  he 
alao  anticipated  the  possibility  of  being  compelled  to  return. 
In  a  favorable  time,  with  the  wind  a  little  free,  lire  knots  in  the 
hour  was  about  the  maximum  of  the  boat's  rate  of  sailing, 
though  it  was  alTected  by  the  greater  or  Icrb  height  of  the  sea 
that  was  on.  When  the  waves  ran  heavily,  the  Bridget's  low 
sails  got  becalmed  in  the  troughs,  and  she  conseqnently  lost 
much  of  her  way.  On  the  whole,  however,  five  knots  might 
be  set  down  as  her  average  speed,  under  the  pressure  of  the  or- 
dinary trades,  and  with  whole  canvas  and  a  little  off  the  wind. 
Close-hauled,  she  scarcely  made  more  than  three ;  while,  with 
the  wind  on  the  quarter,  she  ofl<n  went  seven,   especially  in 
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ble ;  then  ravines,  cliffs,  and  colors  camo  into  the  view.  Each 
leagae  that  he  advanced  increased  Mark^s  admiration  and  awe ; 
and  by  the  time  that  the  boat  was  on  the  last  of  those  leagues 
which  had  appeared  so  long,  he  began  to  have  a  more  accurate 
idea  of  the  sublime  nature  of  the  phenomenon  that  had  been 
wrought  so  near  him.  Vulcan^s  Peak,  as  an  island,  could  not 
be  less  than  eight  or  nine  miles  in  length,  though  its  breadth 
did  not  much  exceed  two.  Running  north  and  south,  it  offered 
its  narrow  side  to  the  group  of  the  crater,  which  had  deceived 
its  solitary  observer.  Yes!  of  the  millions  on  earth,  Mark 
Woolston,  alone,  had  been  so  situated  as  to  become  a  witness  of 
this  grand  display  of  the  powers  of  the  elements.  Yet,  what 
was  this  in  comparison  with  the  thousand  vast  globes  that  were 
rolling  about  in  space — objects  so  familiar  as  to  be  seen  daily 
and  nightly  without  raising  a  thought,  in  the  minds  of  many, 
from  the  created  to  the  Creator  ?  Even  these  globes  come  and 
go,  and  men  remain  indifferent  to  the  mighty  change  ! 

The  wind  had  been  fresh  in  crossing  the  strait,  and  Mark  was 
not  sorry  when  his  pigmy  boat  came  under  the  shadow  of  the 
vast  cliffs  which  formed  the  northern  extremity  of  the  peak. 
When  still  a  mile  distant,  he  thought  he  was  close  on  the  rocks; 
nor  did  he  get  a  perfec*ily  true  idea  of  the  scale  on  which  this 
rare  mountain  had  been  formed,  until  running  along  at  its  base, 
within  a  hundred  yards  of  its  rocks.  Coming  into  leeward,  as 
a  matter  of  course,  Mark  found  comparatively  smooth  water, 
though  the  unceasing  heaving  and  setting  of  the  ocean  rendered 
it  a  little  hazardous  to  go  nearer  to  the  shore.  For  some  time 
our  explorer  was  fearful  he  should  not  be  able  to  land  at  all ; 
and  he  was  actually  thinking  of  putting  about,  to  make  the  best 
of  his  way  back  while  light  remained  to  do  so,  when  he 
came  off  a  place  that  seemed  fitted  by  art,  rather  than  by 
nature,  to  meet  his  wishes.  A  narrow  opening  appeared  be- 
tween two  cliffs,  of  about  equal  height,  or  some  hundred  feet 
in  elevation,  one  of  which  extended  further  into  the  ocean  than 
its  neighbor.  The  water  bein^  quite  smooth  in  this  inlet,  Mark 
ventured  to  enter  it,  the  wind  favoring  his  advance.     On  pass* 
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iug  this  gateway,  he  found  himself  nearly  becalmed  in  a  basin 
that  might  bo  a  hundred  yards  in  diameter,  which  was  not  only 
BUrroundeU  liy  a  sandy  beach,  but  which  had  also  a  sandy  bot- 
tom. The  water  was  several  fathoma  deep,  and  it  was  very  ensy 
to  niQ  the  buiva  of  the  boat  anywhere  on  the  bcacb.  This  was 
done,  the  sails  were  furled,  anil  Murk  sprang  ashore,  taking  the 
grripnel  with  Lim.  Like  Columbus,  he  kneit  on  the  aands,  and 
returned  hi:^  thanks  to  God. 

Not  only  did  a  ravine  open  from  this  basin,  winding  its  way 
np  the  cntirL-  ascent,  but  a  copious  stream  of  water  ran  throngli 
it,  foaming  and  roaring  amid  its  glens.  At  fintt,  Mark  supposed 
this  was  sea-waler,  still  finding  its  way  from  some  lake  on  the 
peak  ;  but,  on  tasting  it,  he  found  it  was  perfectly  sweet.  Fro- 
viJcd  with  his  gun,  and  carrying  his  pack,  our  young  man  en- 
tered this  ravine,  and,  following  the  course  of  the  brook,  he  at 
once  commenced  an  ascent.  The  route  was  difficult  only  in  the 
labor  of  moving  upward,  and  by  no  means  as  difScolt  in  that  u 
he  had  eiipected  to  find  it.  It  was,  neTcrtbcless,  fortunate  that 
n  seldom  p 
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An  exclamation  of  delight  escaped  from  onr  explorer,  as  ho 
saddenlj  came  oat  on  the  broken  plain  of  the  peak.  It  was 
not  absolutely  covered,  but  was  richly  garuishcd  with  wood : 
cocoa-nut,  bread-fruits,  and  other  tropical  trees;  and  it  was 
delightfully  verdant  with  young  grasses.  The  latter  were  still 
wet  with  a  recent  shower  that  Mark  had  seen  pass  over  the 
mountain,  while  standing  for  the  island ;  and  on  examining 
them  more  closely,  the  traces  of  the  former  shower  of  volcanic 
ashes  were  yet  to  be  seen.  The  warmth  in  the  sun,  after  so 
sharp  a  walk,  caused  the  young  man  to  plunge  into  the  nearest 
grove,  where  he  had  no  difficulty  in  helping  himself  to  as  many 
cocoa-nuts,  fresh  from  the  trees,  as  a  thousand  men  could  have 
consumed.  Every  one  has  heard  of  the  delicious  beverage  that 
the  milk  of  the  cocoa-nut,  and  of  the  delicious  food  that  its  pulp 
famishes,  when  each  is  taken  from  the  fruit  before  it  hardens. 
How  these  trees  came  there,  Mark  did  not  know.  The  com- 
mon theory  is  that  birds  convey  the  seeds  from  island  to  island ; 
though  some  suppose  that  the  earth  contains  the  elements  of  all 
Tegetation,  and  tliat  this  or  that  is  quickened,  as  particular  in- 
fluences are  brought  to  bear  by  means  of  climate  and  other 
agents. 

After  resting  himself  for  an  hour  in  that  delicious  grove, 
Mark  began  to  roam  around  the  plain,  to  get  an  idea  of  its 
beauties  and  extent  The  former  were  inexhaustible,  offering 
every  variety  of  landscape,  from  the  bold  and  magnificent  to 
the  soft  and  bewitching.  There  were  birds  innumerable,  of 
the  most  brilliant  plumage,  and  some  that  Mark  imagined  must 
be  good  to  eat.  In  particular  did  he  observe  an  immense  num- 
ber of  a  very  small  sort  that  were  constantly  pecking  at  a  wild 
fig,  of  which  there  was  a  grove  of  considerable  extent  The 
fig,  itself,  he  did  not  find  as  palatable  as  he  had  hoped,  though 
it  was  refreshing,  and  served  to  vary  the  diet ;  but  the  bird 
struck  him  to  be  of  the  same  kind  as  the  celebrated  reed-bird 
of  the  Philadelphia  market,  which  we  suppose  to  be  much  the 
same  as  the  becca  fiehi  of  Italy.  Being  provided  with  mustard- 
seed  shot,  Mark  loaded  his  piece  properly,  and  killed  at  least 


)ne  diachftTge.  After  dean- 
s  of  the  pan  and  some  pow- 
wood,  too,  in  any  quantity, 
time  he  might  be  in  nant, 
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twenty  of  those  Httle  creatures  at 
ing  them,  he  struck  a  light  by  mem 
rier,  and  kimlled  a  fire.  Here  was 
ail  article  of  which  he  had  feared  { 
and  which  he  liud  already  begun  to  husband,  though  used  only 
in  his  simple  cookery.  Spitting  half  a  dozen  of  the  birds,  tbey 
were  soon  roasted.  At  the  same  time  he  roasted  a  bunch  of 
plantiiin,  and,  being  provided  with  pepper  and  salt  in  his  pack, 
as  well  as  with  aorne  pilot  bread,  and  a  pint  bottle  of  rum,  wo 
are  almost  aahamed  to  relate  how  our  young  explorer  dined. 
Nothing  was  wanting  to  such  a  meal  but  the  sweets  of  social 
converse.  Mark  fancied,  aa  he  Bat  enjoying  that  solitary  re- 
pait,  so  delicious  of  itself,  and  which  was  just  enough  swecteued 
with  toil  to  render  it  every  way  acceptable,  that  ho  could  gladly 
give  up  all  the  rest  of  the  world,  for  the  enjoyment  nf  a  paradise 
like  that  before  htin,  with  Bridget  for  his  Eve. 

The  elevation  of  the  mountain  rendered  the  air  &r  more 
grateful  and  cool  than  he  was  accustomed  to  find  it,  at  mid- 
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CHAPTER  XIIL 

**Th«  meny  homes  of  England  I 

Around  their  hearths  by  night, 
What  gladsome  look;*  of  household  lore 

Meet  In  the  ruddy  light! 
There  woraan>  voice  flows  forth  In  song, 

Or  childhood's  tale  Is  told. 
Or  lips  move  tunefully  along 

Some  glorious  page  of  old.^* 

MB8.  HSMAKt. 

Ths  peak,  or  highest  part  of  the  island,  was  at  its  northern 
extremity,  and  within  two  miles  of  the  grove  in  which  Mark 
Woolston  had  eaten  his  dinner.  Unlike  most  of  the  plain,  it 
had  no  woods  whatever,  but,  rising  somewhat  abruptly  to  a  con- 
siderable elevation,  it  was  naked  of  every  thing  but  grass.  On 
the  peak  itself,  there  was  very  little  of  the  last,  even,  and  it  was 
obvious  that  it  must  command  a  full  view  of  the  whole  plain  of 
the  island,  as  well  as  of  the  surrounding  sea,  for  a  wide  distance. 
Resuming  his  pack,  our  young  adventurer,  greatly  refreshed  by 
the  delicious  repast  he  had  just  made,  left  the  pleasant  grove  in 
which  he  had  first  rested,  to  undertake  this  somewhat  sharp 
acclivity.  He  was  not  long  in  effecting  it,  however,  standing 
on  the  highest  point  of  his  new  discovery  within  an  hour  after 
he  had  commenced  its  ascent. 

Here  Mark  found  all  his  expectations  realized  touching  the 
character  of  the  view.  The  whole  plain  of  the  island,  with  the 
exceptions  of  the  covers  made  by  intervening  woods,  lay  spread 
before  him  like  a  map.  All  its  beauties,  its  shades,  its  fruits, 
and  its  verdant  glades,  were  placed  beneath  his  eye,  as  if  pur- 
posely to  delight  him  with  their  glories.  A  more  enchanting 
rural  scene  the  young  man  had  never  beheld,  the  island  having 


HO  much  tlie  air  of  cultivation  and  art  about  it,  that  be  expected, 
ut  eiich  iDJitaiit,  to  Bee  bodies  of  men  running  across  ita  surface, 
lie  carried  the  best  glas«  of  the  Rancocus  with  Lim,  in  all  his 
cxciirHious,  uot  knowing  at  what  moment  ProTi'lcnce  inight 
bring  a  vc»se\  in  siglit,  and  he  had  it  now  slung  from  his  shoul- 
ders. With  this  glass,  therefore,  was  every  part  of  the  visible 
Hurf^ce  of  the  island  swept,  in  anxioas  nnd  almost  alarmed 
search  for  the  abodes  of  inhabitaiils.  Nothing  of  this  soi^ 
liowcver,  could  bo  discoTcrcd.  Tlio  island  was  naqucstionably 
williout  a  human  being,  our  young  man  alone  excepted.  Uta 
could  he  see  any  truce  of  beast,  reptile,  or  of  any  auiinal  but 
birds.  Creatures  gifted  with  wings  had  been  able  to  reach  that 
little  paradise  ;  but  to  all  others,  since  it  first  arose  from  the 
Bpa,  had  it  probably  been  unapproached,  if  uot  unapproach- 
al.ik',  until  that  day.  It  appeared  to  be  the  very  clysiuni  of 
thirds ! 

Mark  next  examined  the  peak  itself.    There  was  a  rast  d»- 
isit  of  very  ancient  guano  on  it,  the   washings  of  which  for" 
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tude,  north  and  south,  and  another  of  longitude,  cast  and  west, 
most  truly  resembling  a  vast,  dark-looking  map,  spread  upon  the 
face  of  the  waters  for  hb  special  examination.  It  reminded 
Mark  of  the  moon,  with  its  ragged  outlines  of  imaginary  conti- 
nents, as  seen  by  the  naked  eye,  while  the  island  he  was  now 
on,  bore  a  fancied  resemblance  to  the  same  object  viewed  through 
a  telescope ;  not  that  it  had  the  look  of  molten  silver  which  is 
observed  in  the  earth^s  satellite,  but  that  it  appeared  gloriously 
bright  and  brilliant.  Mark  could  easily  see  many  of  the  sheets 
of  water  that  were  to  be  found  among  the  rocks,  though  his 
naked  eye  could  distinguish  neither  crater  nor  ship.  By  the 
Aid  of  the  glass,  however,  the  first  was  to  be  seen,  though  the 
distance  was  too  great  to  leave  the  poor  deserted  Rancocus  visi- 
ble, even  with  the  assistance  of  raagnifying-glasses. 

When  he  had  taken  a  good  look  at  his  old  possessions,  Mark 
made  a  sweep  of  the  horizon  with  the  glass,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain if  any  other  land  were  visible  ft-om  the  great  elevation  on 
which  hfc  now  stood.  While  arranging  the  focus  of  the  instru- 
ment, an  object  first  met  his  eye  that  caused  his  heart  almost  to 
leap  into  his  mouth.  Land  was  looming  up,  in  the  western 
board,  so  distinctly  as  to  admit  of  no  cavil  about  its  presence. 
It  was  an  island,  mountainous,  and  Mark  supposed  it  must  be 
fully  a  hundred  miles  distant.  Still  it  was  land,  and  strange 
land,  and  might  prove  to  be  the  abode  of  human  beings.  The 
glass  told  him  very  little  more  than  his  eye,  though  he  could 
discern  a  mountainous  form  through  it,  and  saw  that  it  was  an 
island  of  no  great  size.  Beyond  this  mountain,  again,  the 
young  man  fancied  that  he  could  detect  the  haze  of  more  land  ; 
but,  if  he  did,  it  was  too  low,  too  distant,  and  too  indistinct, 
to  be  certain  of  it.  It  is  not  easy  to  give  a  clear  idea  of  the 
tumult  of  feeling  with  which  Mark  Woolston  beheld  these  un- 
known regions,  though  it  might  best  be  compared  with  the 
emotions  of  the  astronomer  who  discovers  a  new  planet.  It 
would  scarce  exceed  the  truth  to  say  that  he  regarded  that  dim, 
blue  mountain,  which  arose  in  the  midst  of  a  watery  waste, 
with  Ail  much  of  admiration,  mysterious  awe,  and  gratification 
9* 
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united,  as  Hcrschcl  may  have  been  supposed  to  feel  when  ha 
csfciblished  ihe  chnrncter  of  TJranua.  It  was  (ully  an  hour  b»^ 
fore  our  Lerniit  could  turn  Lis  eyes  in  any  other  direction. 

And  when  our  young  mariner  did  look  aside,  il  was  mora 
with  the  intention  of  relieving  oyos  that  had  grown  dim  witk 
gazing,  than  of  not  returning  to  the  same  objects  again,  as  soon 
as  restored  to  llieir  power.  It  was  while  walking  to  and  fro  on 
the  peak,  with  this  intent,  that  a  new  subject  of  iutorest  oausod 
him  almost  to  leap  into  the  air,  and  to  shout  aloud.  He  saw  a 
sail !  For  the  lirst  time  since  Belts  disappeared  from  his  anx* 
ioua  looks,  his  eyes  now  snrely  rested  on  a  vessel.  What  w» 
more,  it  was  quite  near  the  island  he  was  on,  and  seemed  to 
be  beating  up  to  get  under  its  lee.  It  appeared  but  a  speck 
on  the  blue  waves  of  the  ocean,  seen  from  that  height,  it  is 
true ;  but  Mark  was  too  well  practised  in  his  craft  to  be  mis- 
taken. It  was  a  vessel,  under  more  or  less  canvas,  how  much 
ho  could  not  then  tell,  or  even  see — but  it  was  most  decidedly 
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ed  perhaps  the  best  expedient  in  his  power  to  attract  attention 
to  himself,  and  to  let  his  presence  be  known.  He  fired  both 
barrels  of  his  fowling-piece,  and  repeated  the  discharges  several 
times,  or  until  a  flag  was  shown  on  board  the  sloop,  which  was 
now  just  beneath  the  clitf,  a  certain  sign  that  he  had  succeeded. 
A  musket  was  also  fired  from  the  vessel. 

Our  young  man  rather  flew  than  ran  to  the  ravine,  down 
which  he  went  at  a  pace  that  several  times  placed  his  neck  in 
jeopardy.  It  was  a  very  different  thing  to  descend  from  as- 
cending such  a  mountain.  In  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
the  half-distracted  hermit  was  in  his  boat,  nearly  crazy  with  the 
apprehension  that  he  might  yet  not  meet  with  his  friend  ;  for, 
that  it  was  Bob  looking  for  the  reef  and  himself,  he  did  not  now 
entertain  the  least  doubt.  Tbe  most  plausible  course  for  him 
to  adopt  was  precisely  that  which  he  followed.  He  pushed  off 
in  the  Bridget,  making  sail  on  the  boat,  and  getting  out  of  the 
cove  in  the  shortest  time  be  could.  On  quitting  his  little  haven, 
and  coming  out  clear  of  all  the  rocks,  another  shout  burst  out 
of  his  very  soul,  when  he  saw  the  Neshamony,  beyond  all  cavil, 
within  a  hundred  fathoms  of  him,  running  along  the  shore  in 
search  of  a  place  to  land.  That  shout  was  returned,  and  Mark 
and  Bob  recognized  each  other  at  the  next  instant.  As  for  the 
last,  he  just  off  tarpauling,  and  gave  three  hearty  cheersi 
while  the  former  sank  on  a  seat,  literally  unable  to  stand.  The 
sheet  of  the  sail  got  away  from  him,  nor  could  he  be  said  to 
know  what  he  was  about,  until  some  little  time  after  he  was 
in  the  arms  of  his  friend,  and  on  board  the  pinnace. 

It  was  half  an  hour  before  Mark  was  master  of  himself  again. 
At  length  tears  relieved  him ;  nor  was  he  ashamed  to  indulge 
in  them,  when  he  saw  his  old  companion  not  only  alive  and 
well,  but  restored  to  him.  He  perceived  another  in  the  boat;  but, 
as  he  wasof  a  dark  skin,  ho  naturally  inferred  this  second  person 
was  a  native  of  some  neighbodng  island  where  Bob  had  been, 
and  who  had  consented  to  come  with  him  in  this,  his  search  after 
the  shipwrecked  mariner.    At  length  Bob  began  to  converse. 

'*  Weill  Mr.  Mark,  the  sight  of  you  is  the  pleasantest  proA- 


poal  that  liaii  met  my  eyes  this  many  a  day,"  exclainicd  the 
honest  fellow,  "  It  was  with  fear  and  trembling  thsit  I  sot  out 
on  the  Rearch,  and  little  did  I  hope  to  loll  in  witli  you  so  early 
in  the  cmiBe." 

"Thank  you,  thank  you,  Bob;  and  God  be  praised  for  ihb 
great  mercy !  Yon  have  been  to  some  otber  island,  I  see,  by  your 
companion  ;  but  the  miraculous  pari  of  all  is,  that  you  abould 
find  your  way  back  to  the  reef,  since  yon  are  no  navigator." 

"Th(!  reef!  If  this  here  mountain  is  the  reef,  the  conn- 
try  has  greatly  altered  since  I  left  it,"  Answered  Bob.  Mark 
thca  briefly  explained  the  great  change  that  had  actually 
occarrctl,  and  told  his  own  story  touching  his  boat  and  his 
late  voyages  of  discovery.  Betta  listened  with  the  greatest  at- 
tention, casting  oecaaional  glances  upwani  at  the  immense  mass 
that  haii  been  so  suddenly  lifted  oat  of  the  sea,  as  well  as  tam- 
ing hia  head  to  regard  the  smoke  of  the  more  distant  volcano. 

"  Well,  this  explains  our  'arthquake,"  ho  a 
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trnderstood  a  ship  was  connected  with  it,  but  he  could  not  re- 
fuse his  friend's  demand  for  sweet  water  and  a  dinner.  The 
'entrance  of  the  cove  was  quite  near,  and  the  boats  entered  that 
harbor  and  were  secured  ;  after  which  the  three  men  com- 
menced the  ascent,  Mark  picking  up  by  the  way  the  spy-glass, 
fowling-piece,  and  other  articles  that  he  had  dropped  in  the 
haste  of  his  descent.  While  going  up  this  sharp  acclivity,  but 
little  was  said ;  but,  when  they  reached  the  summit,  or  the 
plain,  rather,  exclamations  of  delight  burst  from  the  mouths  of 
both  Mark's  companions.  To  the  young  man's  great  surprise, 
those  which  came  from  Bob^s  dark-skinned  associate  were  in 
English,  as  well  as  those  which  came  from  Bob  himself.  This 
induced  him  to  take  a  good  look  at  the  man,  when  he  discover- 
ed a  face  that  he  knew  ! 

"  How  is  this,  Bob  ?'*  cried  Mark,  almost  gasping  for  breath ; 
"  whom  have  you  here  ?     Is  not  this  Socrates  ?" 

"  Ay,  ay,  sir ;  that's  Soc ;  and  Dido,  his  wife,  is  within  a 
hundred  miles  of  you." 

This  answer,  simple  as  it  was,  nearly  overcame  our  young 
man  again.  Socrates  and  Dido  had  been  the  slaves  of  Bridget, 
when  he  left  home ;  a  part  of  the  estate  she  had  received  from 
her  grandmother.  They  dwelt  in  the  house  with  her,  and 
uniformly  called  her  mistress.  Mark  knew  them  both  very 
well,  as  a  matter  of  course ;  and  Dido,  with  the  archness  of  a 
&vorite  domestic,  was  often  in  the  habit  of  calling  him  her 
"young  master.*'  A  flood  of  expectations,  conjectures,  and 
apprehensions  came  over  our  hero,  and  he  refrained  from  putting 
any  questions  immediately,  out  of  pure  astonishment.  He  was 
almost  afraid,  indeed,  to  ask  any. 

Nearly  unconscious  of  what  he  was  about,  he  led  the  way  to 
the  grove  where  he  had  dined  two  or  three  hours  before,  and 
the  remainder  of  the  reed-birds  were  suspended  from  the  branch 
of  a  tree.  The  embers  of  the  fire  were  ready,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  Socrates  handed  Betts  his  dinner. 

Bob  ate  and  drank  heartily.  He  loved  a  tin-pot  of  rum-and- 
water,  or  grog,  as  it  used  to  be  called — though  even  the  word 


i»  getting  to  be  obsolete  in  these  temperance  tjmea — and  he 
llkt'il  good  eating.  It  was  not  epicurisin,  however,  or  a  loro 
rif  the  stomach,  thnt  induced  him  to  defer  hia  eitplaDBtiona  on 
tilt'  present  occasion.  He  saw  that  Mark  must  hear  what  ho 
li.id  to  rulato  ^adually,  and  was  not  sorry  that  the  recognition 
ui  llic  negro  had  prepared  him  to  expect  Bomethmg  wonderful, 
^Voiiderful  it  was,  indeed ;  and  at  last  fictts,  haTing  finished 
his  dinner,  and  giren  half  a  dozen  preparatory  hints,  in  order  to 
les,sen  the  intensity  of  his  young  friend's  fccliDgs,  yielded  to  an 
appeal  from  the  other's  eyes,  and  commenced  his  narrative. 
Bob  told  his  Btory,  as  a  matter  of  course,  with  a  great  deal  of 
circumlocution,  and  in  his  own  language.  There  was  a  good 
deal  of  unnecessary  prolixity  iu  it,  and  some  irrelative  digres- 
sions touching  currents,  and  the  trades,  and  the  weather;  but 
on  the  whole,  it  was  given  intelligibly,  and  with  sufficient 
Virevity  for  one  who  devoured  every  syllahle  he  uttered.  The 
reader,  however,  would  moBt  probably  prefer  to  hear  an  abndgo- 
II  words. 
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At  the  end  of  this  week,  high  land  was  made  to  leeward,  and 
Betts  ran  down  for  it,  in  the  hope  of  finding  inhabitants.  In 
this  last  expectation,  however,  he  did  not  succeed.  It  was  a 
volcanic  mountain,  of  a  good  many  resources,  and  of  a  charac- 
ter not  unlike  that  of  Vulcan's  Peak,  but  entirely  unpeopled. 
He  named  it  after  his  old  ship,  and  passed  several  days  on  it. 
On  describing  its  appearance,  and  its  bearings  from  the  place 
where  they  then  were,  Mark  had  no  doubt  it  was  the  island 
that  was  visible  from  the  peak  near  them,  and  at  which  he  had 
been  gazing  that  very  afternoon,  for  fiilly  an  hour,  with  longing 
eyes.  On  describing  its  form  to  Bob,  the  latter  coincided  in 
this  opinion,  which  was,  in  fact,  the  true  one. 

From  the  highest  point  of  Rancocus  Island,  land  was  to  be 
seen  to  the  northward  and  westward,  and  Bob  now  determined 
to  make  the  best  of  his  way  in  that  direction,  in  the  hope  of 
6alling  in  with  some  vessel  after  sandal-wood  or  b^che-le-mar. 
He  fell  in  with  a  group  of  low  islands,  of  a  coral  formation, 
about  a  hundred  leagues  from  his  volcanic  mountain,  and  on 
them  he  found  inhabitants.  These  people  were  accustomed  to 
see  white  men,  and  turned  out  to  be  exceedingly  mild  and 
just.  It  is  probable  that  they  connected  the  sudden  appear- 
ance of  a  vessel  like  the  Ncshamony,  having  but  one  man  in  it, 
with  some  miraculous  interposition  of  their  gods,  for  they  paid 
Bob  the  highest  honors,  and  when  he  landed,  solemnly  tabooed 
his  sloop.  Bob  was  a  long-headed  fellow  in  the  main,  and  was 
not  slow  to  perceive  the  advantage  of  such  a  ceremony,  and 
encouraged  it.  He  also  formed  a  great  intimacy  with  the 
chief,  exchanging  names  and  rubbing  noses  with  him.  This 
chief  was  styled  Betto,  after  the  exchange,  and  Bob  was  called 
Ooroony  by  the  natives.  Ooroony  stayed  a  month  with  Betto, 
when  he  undertook  a  voyage  with  him  in  a  large  canoe,  to  an- 
other group,  that  was  distant  two  or  three  hundred  miles,  still 
further  to  the  northward,  and  where  Bob  was  told  he  should 
find  a  ship.  This  account  proved  to  be  true,  the  ship  turning 
out  to  be  a  Spaniard*  from  South  America,  engaged  in  the 
pearl  fishery,  and  on  the  eve  of  sailing  for  her  port     From 
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This  desertion  left  Betta  no  choice  between  remaining  on  the 
pear!  island,  or  of  sailing  in  the  brig,  which  went  to  sea  next 
day.  He  decided  to  do  the  last.  In  due  lime  be  was  landed 
at  Panama,  wbencc  he  made  his  way  aerosa  the  islbmus,  nctual- 
ly  reaching  Pbiladelpbia  in  less  than  five  months  after  he  was 
driven  off  the  reef.  In  all  this  he  was  much  favored  by  cireum- 
etancca  ;  tliuugb  an  old  salt,  like  Bob,  will  usually  make  bis  way 
where  a  biudsiiiari  would  be  brought  tip. 

3  of  the  Raoeoeua  gave  np  their  ship,  aa  soon  as 
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able  disease,  in  the  northern  cities  of  America ;  but,  in  that 
day,  it  was  of  very  frequent  occurrence.  Theories  prevailed 
among  the  doctors  concerning  it,  which  were  bitterly  antago- 
nistical  to  each  other ;  and  Doctor  Woolston  headed  one  party 
in  Bucks,  while  Doctor  Yard  ley  headed  another.  Which  was 
right,  or  whether  either  was  right,  is  more  than  we  shall  pre- 
tend to  say,  though  we  think  it  probable  that  both  were  wrong. 
Anne  Woolston  had  been  married  to  a  young  physician  but  a 
short  time,  when  this  new  outbreak  concerning  yellow  fever  oc- 
curred. Her  husband,  whose  name  was  Beaton,  unfortunately 
took  the  side  of  this  grave  question  that  was  opposed  to  his 
&ther-in-law,  for  a  reason  no  better  than  that  he  believed  in 
the  truth  of  the  opposing  theory,  and  this  occasioned  another 
breach.  Doctor  Yardley  could  not,  and  did  not  wholly  agree 
with  Doctor  Heaton,  because  the  latter  was  Doctor  Woolston's 
Bon-in-law,  and  he  altered  his  theory  a  little  to  create  a  respect- 
able point  of  disagreement ;  while  Doctor  Woolston  could  not 
pardon  a  disaffection  that  took  place,  as  it  might  be,  in  the 
height  of  a  war.     About  this  time,  too,  Mrs.  Yardley  died. 

All  these  occurrences,  united  to  the  protracted  absence  of 
Mark,  made  Bridget  and  Anne  extremely  unhappy.  To  increase 
this  unhappiness.  Doctor  Yardley  took  it  into  his  head  to  dis- 
pute the  legality  of  a  marriage  that  had  been  solemnized  on 
board  a  ship.  This  was  an  entirely  new  legal  crotchet,  but  the 
federal  government  was  then  young,  and  jurisdictions  had  not 
been  determined  as  clearly  as  has  since  been  the  case.  Had  it 
been  the  fortune  of  Doctor  Yardley  to  live  in  these  later  times, 
he  would  not  have  given  himself  the  trouble  to  put  violent  con- 
structions on  any  thing;  but,  getting  a  few  female  friends  to 
go  before  the  necessary  judge,  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  any  thing 
would  be  granted  to  their  requests,  very  much  as  a  matter  of 
coarse.  Failing  of  this,  moreover,  there  is  always  the  resource 
of  the  legislature,  which  will  usually  pass  a  law  taking  away  a 
man^s  wife,  or  his  children,  and  sometimes  his  estate,  if  a  pretty 
pathetic  appeal  can  be  made  to  it,  in  the  way  of  gossip.  We 
have  certainly  made  great  progress  in  this  country,  within  the 
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lost  twenty  years ;  but  whether  it  has  been  in  a  direction  toward 
the  sunitnit  of  human  perfection,  or  one  downward  toward  the 
(iestruelion  of  all  principles,  the  neit  generation  will  prob- 
ably be  better  able  to  say  than  this.  Even  the  goreromeDt  ia 
getting  to  be  g.issipian. 

In  the  ease  of  Eriilget,  however,  public  sympathy  was  with 
her,  as  it  always  will  be  with  a  pretty  woman.  Nevertheiesa, 
her  father  had  great  influence  in  Bucks  county,  more  especially 
with  the  federalists,  and  the  anti-ijeplctlouigta,  and  it  was  in  his 
power  to  give  hia  daughter  great  uneasiness,  if  not  absolutely  to 
divorce  her.  So  violent  did  he  become,  that  he  actually  caused 
proceedings  to  be  commenced  in  Bridget's  name,  to  effect  a 
legal  separation,  taking  the  grounds  that  the  marriage  had  never 
been  consummated,  that  the  ceremony  had  occurred  on  boaid 
a  ship,  that  the  wife  was  of  tender  years,  and  lastly,  that  lite 
was  an  beiress.  Some  persons  thought  the  doctor's  proceedingt 
were  instigated  by  the  ci  re  tun  stance  that  another  relative  had 
just  died,  and  left  Bridget  five  thousand  dollars,  which  were  to 
'riod  of  a  female's 
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of  the  matter  at  issue ;  but  it  frightened  Bridget  and  her  friend 
Anne  enormously.  In  point  of  fact,  there  was  not  the  smallest 
danger  of  the  marriage  being  declared  void,  should  any  one  op- 
pose the  decision ;  but  this  was  more  than  any  one  of  the  par- 
ties then  knew,  and  Doctor  Yardley  seemed  so  much  in  earnest, 
that  Bridget  and  Anne  got  into  the  most  serious  state  of  alarm 
on  the  subiect  To  increase  their  distress,  a  suitor  for  the  band 
of  the  former  appeared  in  the  person  of  a  student  of  medicine, 
of  very  fair  expectations,  and  who  supported  every  one  of  Doc- 
tor Yardley's  theories,  in  all  their  niceties  and  distinctions ;  and 
what  is  more,  would  have  supported  them  had  they  been  ten 
times  as  untenable  as  they  actually  were,  in  reason. 

Had  the  situation  of  Doctor  Heaton  been  more  pleasant  than 
it  was,  it  is  probable  that  the  step  taken  by  himself,  his  wife, 
and  Bridget,  would  never  have  been  thought  of.  But  it  was 
highly  unpleasant  He  was  poor,  and  dependent  altogether  on 
his  practice  for  a  support.  Now,  it  was  in  Doctor  Woolston's 
power  to  be  of  great  service  to  the  young  couple,  by  introduc- 
ing the  son-in-law  to  his  own  patients,  but  this  he  could  not 
think  of  doing  with  a  depletion ist ;  and  John,  as  Anne  affec- 
tionately styled  her  husband,  was  left  to  starve  on  his  system  of 
depletion. 

Such  was  the  state  of  things  when  Bob  appeared  in  Bristol, 
to  announce  to  the  young  wife  not  only  the  existence  but  the 
deserted  and  lone  condition  of  her  husband.  The  honest  fel- 
low knew  there  was  something  clandestine  about  the  marriage, 
and  he  used  proper  precautions  not  to  betray  his  presence  to 
the  wrong  persons.  By  means  of  a  little  management  he  saw 
Bridget  privately,  and  told  his  story.  As  Bob  had  been  pres- 
ent at  the  wedding,  and  was  known  to  stand  high  in  Mark's 
favor,  he  was  believed,  quite  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  ques- 
tioned in  a  thousand  ways,  until  the  poor  fellow  had  not  really 
another  syllable  to  communicate. 

The  sisters  shed  floods  of  tears  at  the  thought  of  poor  Markka 
situation.  For  several  days  they  did  little  besides  weep  and 
pray.     Then  Bridget  suddenly  dried  her  tears,  and  announced 
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an  inteiilion  1o  go  in  person  lo  the  rescue  of  her  husband. 
Not  only  was  she  iluterminod  on  tliis,  hut,  an  a  means  of  giving 
A  death-blow  to  ull  expectations  of  n  separation,  and  to  the 
hopi^s  of  Iier  new  suitor,  sho  was  resolved  to  go  in  a  way  tbal 
should  enable  her  to  remain  on  the  reef  with  Miirk,  and,  if  nee- 
eKsary,  to  pasa  the  remainder  of  her  days  there.  Bob  had 
given  a  very  glowing  description  of  the  charms  of  tbe  rcaidence, 
as  well  as  of  the  climate,  the  latter  quite  jnstl}*,  and  declared 
his  readiness  to  accompany  this  faithful  wife  in  the  pursuit  of 
her  lost  partner.  The  whole  al^'air  was  communicated  to  Doc- 
tor and  Mrs,  Ueatou,  who  not  only  came  into  the  scheme,  but 
eulisted  in  its  execution  in  person.  The  idea  pleased  the  former 
in  particular,  who  had  a  love  of  adventure,  and  a  desire  to  see 
other  iatids  ;  s^liilc  Anne  was  as  ready  Ut  follow  her  husband  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth,  as  Bridget  was  to  go  to  the  same  place 
in  quest  of  Mark.  In  a  word,  the  whole  project  was  deliberately 
framed,  and  ingeniously  carried  out. 

Doctor  Heaton  had  a  brother,  a  resident  of  New  York,  and 
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Horn  was  doubled  in  due  time,  and  Doctor  Heaton,  with  all 
under  his  carQ,  was  landed  at  Panama,  just  five  months,  to  a 
day,  after  leaving  New  York.  Here  passages  were  taken  in 
the  same  brig  that  Bob  had  returned  in,  which  was  again  bound 
out,  on  a  pearl- fishing  voyage.  Previously  to  quitting  Panama, 
however,  a  recruit  was  engaged  in  the  person  of  a  young  Amer- 
ican shipwright,  of  the  name  of  Bigelow,  who  had  nm  from  his 
ship  a  twelvemonth  before,  to  marry  a  Spanish  girl,  and  who 
had  become  heartily  tired  of  his  life  in  Panama.  He  and  his 
wife  and  child  joined  the  party,  engaging  to  serve  the  Heatons, 
for  a  stipulated  sum,  for  the  terra  of  two  years. 

The  voyage  from  Panama  to  the  pearl  islands  was  a  long  one, 
but  far  from  unpleasant.  Sixty  days  after  leaving  port  the  ad- 
venturers were  safelv  landed,  with  all  their  effects.  These 
included  two  cows,  with  a  young  bull,  two  yearling  colts,  sev- 
eral goats  obtained  in  South  America,  and  various  implements 
of  husbandry  that  it  had  not  entered  into  the  views  of  Friend 
Abraham  White  to  send  to  even  the  people  of  Feejee.  With 
the  natives  of  the  pearl  island,  Bob,  already  known  to  them 
and  a  favorite,  had  no  difficulty  in  negotiating.  He  had  brought 
them  suitable  and  ample  presents,  and  soon  effected  an  arrange- 
ment, by  which  they  agreed  to  transport  him  and  all  his  stores, 
the  animals  included,  to  Bettors  islands,  a  distance  of  fully  three 
hundred  miles.  The  horses  and  cows  were  taken  on  a  species 
of  catamaran,  or  large  raft,  that  is  much  used  in  those  mild  seas, 
and  which  sail  reasonably  well  a  little  off*  the  wind,  and  not 
very  badly  on.  At  Betto's  islands  a  new  bargain  was  struck, 
and  the  whole  party  proceeded  to  Rancocus  Island,  Bob  mak- 
ing his  land-fall  without  any  difficulty,  from  having  observed 
the  course  steered  in  coming  from  it. 

At  Betto's  group,  however.  Bob  found  the  Neshamony,  cov- 
ered with  mats,  and  tabooed,  precisely  as  he  had  left  her,  to  a 
rope-yam.  Not  a  human  hand  had  touched  any  thing  belong- 
ing to  the  boat,  or  a  human  foot  approached  it,  during  the 
whole  time  of  his  absence.  Ooroony,  or  Betto,  was  rewarded 
for  his  fidelity  by  the  present  of  a  musket  and  some  amma- 


nition — articles  tbat  were  really  of  the  last  imporlAnce  to  Ini 
dignity  anil  power.  They  were  as  good  as  n  standing  army  to 
him,  actually  deciding  aummarily  a  point  of  di»pnted  authority, 
that  had  long  Keen  in  controversy  between  himself  and  anotlier 
chief,  in  his  favor.  The  voyage  between  Betto's  group  and 
liancoi^us  Island  was  made  in  the  Neshamony,  so  far  as  the  hn- 
man  portion  of  the  freight  iras  concerned.  The  catAmamns  and 
canoes,  however,  came  on  with  the  other  animals,  and  all  tbft 
utensils  and  stores. 

The  appearance  of  Rancocus  Island  created  quite  as  muob 
astonishment  among  the  native  mariners,  as  had  that  of  the 
horses,  cows,  etc.  Until  they  saw  it,  not  one  of  thcni  h.id  any 
notion  of  its  existence,  or  of  a  mountain  at  all.  They  dwelt, 
themselves,  on  low  coral  islands,  aud  quite  beyond  the  volcanic 
formation,  and  a  hill  was  a  thing  scarcely  known  to  them.  At 
this  island  Heaton  and  Betts  deemed  it  prudent  to  dismiss  their 
attendants,  not  wishing  them  to  know  any  thing  of  the  reef,  ■• 
they  were  not  sure  what  sort  of  neighbors  they  might  prove  od 
The  mountain.  ' 
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days  after  their  arrival  at  it,  and  the  cows  both  increasing  their 
families  in  the  coarse  of  the  same  week.  It  was,  moreover,  itn< 
possible  to  transport  everybody  and  every  thing  in  the  Nesharao- 
nj,  at  the  same  time.  As  Doctor  Hcaton  would  not  l^ave  Anne 
at  such  a  moment,  and  Bridget  was  of  the  same  way  of  thinking, 
it  was  thought  best  to  improve  the  time  by  sending  out  Betts 
to  explore.  It  will  be  remembered  that  he  was  uncertain  where 
the  reef  was  to  be  found  exactly,  though  convinced  it  was  to 
windward,  and  within  a  hundred  miles  of  him.  While  roaming 
over  the  rocks  of  Rancocus,  however,  Vulcan^s  Peak  had  been 
seen,  as  much  to  Bob's  surprise  as  to  his  delight.  To  his  sur- 
prise, inasmuch  as  he  had  no  notion  of  the  great  physical  change 
that  had  recently  been  wrought  by  the  earthquake,  yet  could 
scarce  beaeve  he  had  overlooked  such  an  object  in  his  former 
examinations  ;  and  to  his  delight,  because  he  was  now  satisfied 
that  the  reef  must  lie  to  the  northward  of  that  strange  moun- 
tain, and  a  long  distance  from  it,  because  no  such  peak  had 
been  visible  from  the  former  when  he  left  it.  It  was  a  good 
place  to  steer  for,  nevertheless,  on  this  new  voyage,  since  it  car- 
ried him  a  hundred  miles  to  windward  ;  and  when  Bob,  with 
Socrates  for  a  companion,  left  Rancocus  to  look  for  the  reef,  he 
steered  as  near  the  course  for  the  peak  as  the  wind  would  per- 
mit. He  had  made  the  island  from  the  boat,  after  a  run  of  ten 
hoars;  and,  at  the  same  time,  he  made  the  crater  of  the  active 
volcano.  For  the  latter  he  stood  that  night,  actually  going 
within  a  mile  of  it ;  and  next  morning  he  altered  his  course, 
and  beat  up  for  the  strange  island.  When  Mark  first  discover- 
ed him,  he  had  nearly  made  the  circuit  of  Vulcan's  Peak,  in  a 
vain  endeavor  to  land,  and  he  would  actually  have  gone  on  his 
way,  had  it  not  been  for  the  firing  of  the  fowling-piece,  the  re- 
port of  which  he  heard,  and  the  smoke  of  which  he  saw. 
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The  mode  of  proceeding  was  next  discussed,  in  the  course 
of  doing  which  Mark  communicated  to  Bob,  somewhat  in  de- 
tail, the  circumstance  of  the  recent  convulsion,  and  the  changes 
which  it  had  produced.  After  talking  the  matter  over,  both 
agreed  it  would  be  every  way  desirable  to  bring  the  whole 
party,  and  as  much  of  the  property  as  could  be  easily  moved, 
np  to  windward  at  once.  Now,  that  the  natives  knew  of  the 
existence  of  Rancocus  Island,  their  visits  might  be  often  ex- 
pected, and  nothing  was  more  uncertain  than  their  policy  and 
friendship.  Once  on  Rancocus  Island,  the  peak  could  be  seen, 
and  from  the  peak  the  reef  was  visible.  In  this  way,  then, 
there  was  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  existence  of  their  lit- 
tle colony  would  soon  become  known,  and  the  property  they 
possessed  the  object  of  cupidity  and  violence.  Against  such 
consequences  it  would  be  necessary  to  guard  with  the  strictest 
care,  and  the  first  step  should  be  to  get  every  thing  of  value  up 
to  windward,  with  the  least  possible  delay.  The  natives  often 
went  a  long  distance,  in  their  canoes  and  on  their  rafts,  with  the 
wind  abeam,  but  it  was  not  often  they  undertook  to  go  directly 
to  windward.  Then  the  activity  of  the  volcano  might  be 
counted  on  as  something  in  favor  of  the  colonists,  since  those 
uninstructed  children  of  nature  would  be  almost  certain  to  set 
the  phenomenon  down  to  the  credit  of  some  god,  or  some 
demon,  neither  of  whom  would  be  likely  to  permit  his  special 
domains  to  be  trespassed  on  with  impunity. 

While  Mark  and  Bob  were  talking  these  matters  over,  Socra- 
tes had  been  shooting  and  cleaning  a  few  dozen  more  of  the 
reed-birds.  This  provision  of  the  delicacy  was  made,  because 
Betts  affirmed  no  such  delicious  little  creature  was  to  be  met 
with  on  Rancocus,  though  they  were  to  be  found  on  Yulcan^s 
Peak  literally  in  tens  of  thousands.  This  difference  could  be 
accounted  for  in  no  other  way,  than  by  supposing  that  some 
of  the  birds  had  originally  found  their  way  to  the  latter, 
fiivored  by  accidental  circumstances,  driven  by  a  hurricane, 
transported  on'  sea-weed,  or  attending  the  drift  of  some  plants, 
and  that  the  same,  or  similar  circumstances,  had  nerer  con- 
10 
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tribated  to  carry  them  the  additional  hundred  miles  to  lee- 
It  waa  near  sunset  when  the  Neshamony  left  Snng  Cove,  m 
Murk  had  named  his  little  haven  at  the  foot  of  the  rarioe, 
wtiieh,  by  the  way,  he  called  the  Stairs,  and  pnt  to  sea,  on  her 
way  to  Rancocus  Island.  The  bearings  of  the  last  had  bf-en 
accurately  taken,  and  our  mariners  were  just  as  able  to  run  hf 
night  aa  by  Jay.  It  may  as  weil  be  said  here,  moreover,  that 
the  black  was  a  capital  boatman,  and  a  good  fresh-water  sailoi 
in  general,  a  proficiency  that  he  had  acquired  in  conseqnenco 
of  having  been  horn  and  brought  up  on  the  banks  of  the  Dela- 
ware. But  it  would  have  been  very  possible  to  run  from  one 
of  these  islands  to  the  other,  by  observing  the  direction  of  the 
wind  alone,  since  it  blew  veiy  steadily  in  the  same  quarter,  and 
changes  in  the  course  were  always  to  be  noted  by  changes  in 
the  violence  or  freshness  of  the  breeze.  In  that  quarter  of  the 
ocean  the  trades  blew  with  very  little  variation  from  the  south- 
east, though  in  general  the  Pacific  trades  are  from  the  south- 
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A  watch  was  set,  nevertheless,  and  each  person  in  the  pinnace 
had  his  turn  of  sleep,  if  sleep  he  could. 

At  the  rising  of  the  sun  Mark  was  awake.  Springing  to  his 
feet,  he  saw  that  Rancocus  Island  was  plainly  in  view.  In  the 
coarse  of  the  ten  hours  she  had  been  out,  the  Neshamony  had 
run  about  seventy  miles,  having  a  square-sail  set,  in  addition  to 
her  jib  and  main-sail.  This  brought  the  mountain  for  which 
she  was  steering  within  ten  leagues,  and  directly  to  leeward. 
A  little  impatience  was  betrayed  by  the  young  husband,  but, 
on  the  whole,  h--  behaved  reasonably  well.  Mark  had  never 
neglected  his  person,  notwithstanding  his  solitude.  Daily  baths, 
and  the  most  scrupulous  attention  to  his  attire,  so  far  as  neat- 
ness went,  had  kept  him  not  only  in  health,  but  in  spirits,  the 
frame  of  the  mind  depending  most  intimately  on  the  condition 
of  the  body.  Among  other  habits,  he  preserved  that  of  shav- 
ing daily.  The  cutting  of  his  hair  gave  him  the  most  trouble, 
and  he  had  half  a  mind  to  got  Bob  to  act  as  barber  on  the 
present  occasion.  Then  he  remembered  having  seen  Bridget 
once  cut  the  hair  of  a  child,  and  he  could  not  but  fancy  how 
pleasant  it  would  be  to  have  her  moving  about  him,  in  the 
performance  of  the  same  office  on  himself  He  decided,  con- 
sequently, to  remain  as  he  was,  as  regarded  his  looks,  until  his 
charming  bride  could  act  as  his  hair-dresser.  The  toilette, 
however,  was  not  neglected,  and,  on  the  whole,  there  was  no 
reason  to  complain  of  the  young  man's  appearance.  The  ship 
furnished  him  clothes  at  will,  and  the  climate  rendered  so  few 
necessary,  that  even  a  much  smaller  stock  than  he  possessed, 
would  probably  have  supplied  him  for  life. 

When  about  a  league  from  the  northern  end  of  Rancocus 
Island,  Bob  set  a  little  flag  at  his  mast-head,  the  signal,  pre- 
viously arranged,  of  his  having  been  successful.  Among  the 
stores  brought  by  the  party  from  America,  were  three  regular 
tents,  or  marquees,  which  Heaton  purchased  at  a  sale  of  old 
military  stores,  and  had  prudently  brought  with  him,  to  be 
used  as  occasion  might  demand.  These  marquees  were  now 
pitched  on  a  broad  piece  of  low  land,  that  lay  between  the 


cliffs  and  the  beach,  and  where  the  colony  had  tcmpomrily 
eslablisheii  itselfi  Mark's  heart  best  violenlij  as  Bob  pointed 
out  theae  little  canvas  dwellings  to  him.  They  were  the  abodea 
of  his  ft-icnds,  iucluding  his  young  wife.  Next  the  cows  ap- 
peared, quietly  jrrazing  near  by,  with  a  pleasaDt  home  look, 
and  the  gouts  and  colta  were  not  far  off,  cropping  the  grass. 
Altogether,  our  young  man  was  profoundly  overcome  ag^n,  and 
it  tvas  some  time  ere  be  could  regain  hb  self-command.  On  » 
point  tliat  proved  to  be  the  landing-place,  st^^od  a  soliiMy 
female  figure.  As  the  boat  drew  nearer  she  extended  her  arm^ 
and  then,  as  if  unable  to  stand,  she  sunk  on  a  rock  which  had 
served  her  fur  u  seat  ever  since  the  distant  sail  was  visible.  In 
two  more  minutes  Mark  Woolstou  had  his  charming  young 
bride  encircled  in  his  arms.  The  delicacy  which  kept  tho 
others  aloof  from  this  meeting,  was  imitated  by  Bob,  who, 
merely  causing  the  boat  to  brush  near  the  rock,  so  as  to  allow 
of  Mark's  jumping  ashore,  passed  on  to  a  distant  landing,  where 
he  was  met  by  most  of  his  party,  including  "Friend  Martha," 
who  rejoiced  not  a  little  in  the  safe  return  of  Friend  liobett 
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The  colonists  remained  a  week  at  Rancocus  Island ,  being 
actually  too  happy  to  give  themselves  the  disturbance  of  a  re- 
moval. At  the  end  of  that  time,  however,  Anne  was  so  far  re- 
covered that  they  began  to  talk  of  a  voyage,  Bridget,  in  partic- 
ular, dying  to  see  the  place  where  Mark  had  passed  so  many 
solitary  hours;  and,  as  he  had  assured  her  more  than  once, 
where  her  image  had  scarcely  ever  been  absent  from  his 
thoughts  an  hour  at  a  time.  As  it  would  be  impossible  to  em- 
bark all  the  effects  at  once,  in  the  Neshamony,  some  method 
was  to  be  observed  in  the  removal.  The  transportation  of  the 
cows  and  horses  was  the  most  serious  part  of  the  undertaking, 
the  pinnace  not  being  constructed  to  receive  such  animals. 
Room,  nevertheless,  could  be  made  for  one  at  a  time,  and  still 
leave  sufficient  space  in  the  stern -sheets  for  the  accommodation 
of  five  or  six  persons.  It  was  very  desirable  to  get  the  females 
away  first,  lest  the  rumor  of  the  mountain,  hitherto  unknown, 
should  spread  among  the  islands,  and  bring  them  visitors  who 
might  prove  to  be  troublesome,  if  not  dangerous.  Parties  ex- 
isted in  Betto's  group,  as  we  believe  they  exist  everywhere  else ; 
and  Bob  knew  very  well  that  nothing  but  the  ascendency  of  his 
friend,  the  chief,  Ooroony,  had  been  the  means  of  his  escaping 
as  well  as  he  did,  in  the  land-fall  among  them  that  he  had 
made.  The  smallest  reverse  of  fortune  might  put  Betto  down, 
and  some  bitter  foe  up ;  and  then  there  was  the  certainty  that 
war  canoes  might  come  off  in  quest  of  the  mountain,  at  any 
time,  without  asking  the  leave  of  the  friendly  chief,  even  while 
he  remained  in  power.  On  the  whole,  therefore,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  freight  the  pinnace  with  the  most  valuable  of  the 
effects,  put  all  the  females  on  board,  and  send  her  off  under  the 
care  of  Mark,  Heaton,  and  Socrates,  leaving  Bob  and  Bigelow 
to  look  after  the  stock  and  the  rest  of  the  property.  It  was 
supposed  the  boat  might  be  absent  a  week.  This  was  done  ac- 
cordingly ;  Bob,  on  taking  leave  of  Friend  Martha,  particularly 
recommending  to  her  attention  the  Vulcan's  Peak  reed -birds, 
throwing  in  a  hint  that  he  should  be  glad  to  find  a  string  of 
them  in  the  pinnace,  on  her  return. 
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The  voyage  to  windward  was  a  much  more  seriona  bnnSness 
than  tbe  run  to  leLward.  By  Bob's  advice,  Mark  reefed  his 
main  sail  and  to  k  the  bonnet  off  the  jib.  Following  llie  same 
inatmctiona,  he  stuod  away  to  the  sonthward,  lotting  the  boat 
go  through  thi.  water  freely,  intending  to  tack  when  he  came 
nt,ar  the  lolcano  and  not  before.  This  was  what  Bob  himwlf 
had  done  and  that  which  had  turned  out  so  well  with  him,  he 
faneied  might  siicieed  with  his  friend.  The  Neshamony  left 
RaucDciis  Islaii  J  just  at  sunset.  Next  morning  Mark  saw  the 
smoke  of  the  lolcano,  and  stood  for  it  AfW  making  two 
strelj-hes  he  canie  np  within  a  league  of  this  spot,  when  he 
tacked  an  i  stood  to  the  northward  and  eastward,  Vulcan's  Peak 
having  boon  iii  plain  view  the  entire  day.  As  respects  the  vol- 
cano it  was  in  a  comparatively  qaict  state,  though  rumbling 
Boun  h  were  h  ar!  and  stones  were  cast  into  the  air  in  consid- 
erable quantities  while  the  boat  was  nearest  in.  One  thing, 
moreoier,  Mirk  ascertained,  which  greatly  inc^eascd  his  confi- 
denLO  III  the  pfntianency  of  the  changes  that  had  liitplv  oo- 
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jonng  man  felt  satisfied  that  he  was  under  the  lee  of  the  island, 
and  at  no  great  distance  from  it.  He  made  short  tacks  until 
daylight,  when  the  huge  mass  hove  up  out  of  the  departing 
darkness,  within  a  mile  of  the  boat  It  only  remained  to  run 
along  the  land  for  two  or  three  miles,  and  to  enter  the  haven 
of  Snug  Cove.  Mark  had  been  telling  his  companions  what  a 
seciret  place  this  haven  was  to  conceal  a  vessel  in,  when  he  had 
41  practical  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  his  statement  that 
caused  him  to  be  well  laughed  at.  For  ten  minutes  he  could 
not  discover  the  entrance  himself,  having  neglected  to  take  the 
proper  land-marks,  that  he  might  have  no  difiSculty  in  running 
for  his  port  After  a  time,  however,  he  caught  sight  of  an 
object  that  he  remembered,  and  found  his  way  into  the  cove. 
Here  lay  the  little  namesake  of  his  pretty  wife,  just  as  he  had 
left  her,  the  true  Bridget  smiling  and  blushing  as  the  young 
husband  pointed  out  the  poor  substitute  he  had  been  compelled 
to  receive  for  herself,  only  ten  days  earlier. 

Mark,  and  Socrates,  and  Dido,  and  Teresa,  Bigelow's  wife, 
all  carried  up  heavy  loads ;  while  Heaton  had  as  much  as  he 
could  do  to  help  Anne  and  the  child  up  the  sharp  acclivity. 
Bridget,  with  her  light,  active  step,  and  great  eagerness  to  be- 
hold a  scene  that  Mark  had  described  with  so  much  eloquence, 
was  the  first,  by  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  on  the  plain.  When 
the  others  reached  the  top,  they  saw  the  charming  young  thing 
running  about  in  the  nearest  grove,  that  in  which  her  husband 
had  dined,  collecting  fruit,  and  apparently  as  enchanted  as  a 
child.  Mark  paused,  as  he  gained  the  height,  to  gaze  on  this 
sight,  so  agreeable  in  his  eyes,  and  which  rendered  the  place  so 
very  different  from  what  it  had  been  so  recently,  while  he  was 
in  possession  of  its  glorious  beauties,  a  solitary  man.  Then,  he 
had  several  times  likened  himself  to  Adam  in  the  garden  of 
Eden,  before  woman  was  given  to  him  for  a  companion.  Now, 
now  he  could  feast  his  eyes  on  an  Eve,  who  would  have  been 
highly  attractive  in  any  part  of  the  world. 

The  articles  brought  up  on  the  plain,  at  this  first  trip,  com- 
l^ised  all  that  was  necessary  to  prepare  and  to  partake  of  a 


breakfast  in  comfort  A  firo  was  soon  blazing,  the  kettle  on, 
am!  the  bread-fruit  baking.  It  was  almost  painful  to  destroy 
the  reed-birda,  or  becea  Jtcki,  so  Dumerous  were  they,  and  so 
confiding.  One  discharge  from  each  barrel  of  the  fowling- 
piece  had  enabled  Heaton  to  bring  in  enough  for  the  whole 
party,  itud  these  were  soon  roasting.  Mark  had  brounht  with 
him  from  the  reef,  a  basket  of  fresh  e^;B,  and  they  had  been 
Bridget's  load,  in  ascending  the  mountain.  He  had  promised 
her  an  American  breakfast,  and  these  eggp,  boiled,  did  serve  to 
remind  everybody  of  a  distant  home,  that  was  still  remembered 
with  melancholy  pleasure,  A  heartier,  or  a  happier  meal,  not- 
withstanding, was  never  made  than  was  that  breakfast.  The 
mountain  air,  invigorating,  though  bland,  the  exercise,  the  ab- 
sence of  care,  the  excellence  of  the  food,  which  comprised 
fresh  figs,  a  tree  or  two  of  tolerable  sweetness  having  been 
found,  the  milk  of  the  cocoa-nut,  the  birds,  the  eggs,  the 
bread-fruit,  etc.,  all  contributed  their  share  to  render  the  meal 
memorable. 
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gravity  each  time  it  was  made.  Mark  learned  a  little  every 
trip,  of  the  courses  to  be  steered,  the  peculiarities  of  the  cur- 
rents, and  the  height  of  the  seas.  He  ran  down  to  Rancocus, 
on  this  occasion,  in  three  hours  less  time  than  he  had  done  it 
before,  sailing  at  dusk  and  reaching  port  next  day  at  noon. 
Nothing  had  occurred,  and  to  work  the  men  went  at  once,  to 
load  the  pinnace.  Room  was  left  for  one  of  the  cows  and  its 
calf;  and  Bob  being  seriously  impressed  with  the  importance 
of  improving  every  moment,  the  little  sloop  put  to  sea  again, 
the  evening  of  the  very  day  on  which  it  had  arrived. 

Bridget  was  standing  on  a  rock  by  the  side  of  the  limpid 
water  of  the  cove,  when  the  Neshamony  shot  through  its  en- 
trance into  the  little  haven,  and  her  hand  was  in  Mark^s  the 
instant  he  landed.  Tears  gushed  into  the  eyes  of  the  young 
man  as  he  recalled  his  year  of  solitude,  and  felt  how  different 
was  such  a  welcome  from  his  many  melancholy  arrivals  and  de- 
partures, previously  to  the  recent  events. 

It  was  rather  a  troublesome  matter  to  get  the  cow  and  calf  up 
the  mountain.  The  first  did  not  see  enough  that  was  attractive 
in  naked  rocks,  to  induce  her  to  mount  in  the  best  of  humors. 
She  drank  freely,  however,  at  the  brook,  appearing  to  relish  its 
waters  particularly  well.  At  length  the  plan  was  adopted  of 
carrying  the  calf  up  a  good  distance,  the  cries  of  the  little  thing 
inducing  its  mother  immediately  to  follow.  In  this  way  both 
were  got  up  into  Eden,  in  the  course  of  an  hour.  And  well  did 
the  poor  cow  vindicate  the  name,  when  she  got  a  look  at  the 
broad  glades  of  the  sweetest  grasses,  that  were  stretched  before 
her.  So  strongly  was  her  imagination  struck  with  the  view — 
for  we  suppose  that  some  cows  have  even  more  imagination  than 
many  men — that  she  actually  kicked  up  her  heels,  and  away  she 
went,  head  down  and  tail  erect,  scampering  athwart  the  sward 
like  a  colt.  It  was  not  long,  however,  before  she  began  to  graze, 
the  voyage  having  been  made  on  a  somewhat  short  allowance 
of  both  food  and  water.  If  there  ever  was  a  happy  animal,  it 
was  that  cow !  Her  troubles  were  all  over.  Sea-sickness,  dry 
food,  short  allowances  of  water,  narrow  lodgings,  and  hard  beds, 
10* 
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were  all,  doubtless,  forgotten,  as  she  roamed  at  pleasure  over 
boundless  fields,  on  which  the  grass  was  perennial,  seeming  never 
to  be  longer  or  sliorter  than  was  necessary  to  give  a  good  bite; 
und  among  which  numberless  rills  of  the  purest  wateni  were 
sparkling  like  crvfitaL 

Tiie  great  iliificulty  in  possessing  a  dairy  in  a  warm  climate, 
b  the  want  of  pasture,  the  droughts  usually  being  so  long  in 
the  summer  months.  At  Vulcan's  Peak,  howecer,  and  indeed 
in  all  of  that  fine  region,  it  rained  occasionally,  throughout 
the  year,  more  in  winter  than  in  summer,  anil  that  waa  the 
solo  distinction  in  the  seasons,  after  allowing  for  a  trifilng 
change  in  the  temperature.  These  peculiarities  appear  to  ha»e 
tiuen  owing  to  the  direction  of  the  prevalent  winds,  which  not 
only  brought  frequent  showers,  but  which  prescned  a  reason- 
able degree  of  freshness  it)  the  atmosphere.  Within  the  cra- 
ter, Mark  had  often  found  the  heat  oppressive,  even  in  the 
shade ;  but  wilhoul,  Bcareely  ever,  provided  his  body  was  not 
directly  eiposcd  to  the  sun's  rays.     Nor  was  the  difference  in 


OR,      VULCAK^B     PEAK.  227 

the  gpati?.  Convinced  he  might  now  depend  on  Heaton  and 
Socrates  to  sail  the  pinnace,  and  Anne  expressing  a  perfect 
willingness  to  remain  on  the  peak,  in  company  with  Teresa  and 
Dido,  Mark  resolved  to  proceed  to  the  crater  with  his  two 
Bridgets,  feeling  the  propriety  of  no  longer  neglecting  the  prop- 
erty in  that  quarter  of  his  dominions.  There  was  nothing  to 
excite  apprehension,  and  the  women  had  all  acquired  a  certain 
amount  of  resolution,  that  more  properly  belonged  to  their  situa- 
tion than  to  their  sex  or  nature.  Anne's  great  object  of  con- 
cern was  the  "baby."  As  long  as  that  was  safe,  every  thing 
with  her.  was  going  on  well ;  and  Dido  being  a  renowned  baby 
doctor,  and  all  the  simples  for  a  child's  ailings  being  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  young  mother,  she  raised  no  objection  whatever 
to  her  brother's  quitting  her. 

Bridget  had  great  impatience  to  make  this  voyage,  for  she 
longed  to  see  the  spot  where  her  husband  had  passed  so  many 
days  in  solitude.  Every  thing  he  had  mentioned,  in  their  many 
conferences  on  this  subject,  was  already  familiar  to  her  in  im- 
agination ;  but  she  wished  to  become  more  intimately  acquaint- 
ed with  each  and  all.  For  Kitty,  she  really  entertained  a  de- 
cided fondness,  and  even  the  pigs,  as  Mark's  companions,  had  a 
certain  romantic  value  in  her  eyes. 

The  morning  was  taken  for  the  departure,  and  just  as  the 
little  craft  got  out  from  under  the  lee  of  the  peak,  and  began  to 
feel  the  true  breeze,  the  sun  rose  gloriously  out  of  the  eastern 
waves,  lighting  the  whole  of  the  blue  waters  with  his  brilliant 
rays.  Never  did  Vulcan's  Peak  appear  more  grand  or  more 
soft — ^for  grandeur  or  sublimity,  blended  with  softness,  make 
the  principal  charm  of  noble  tropical  scenery — than  it  did  that 
morning;  and  Bridget  looked  up  at  the  dark,  overhanging 
cliffs,  with  a  smile,  as  she  said — 

**  We  may  love  the  reef,  dear  Mark,  for  what  it  did  for  you 
in  your  distress,  but  I  foresee  that  this  Eden  will  eventually  be- 
come our  home." 

**  There  are  many  things  to  render  this  mountain  preferable 
to  the  reef;  though,  now  we  are  seriously  thinking  of  a  colony. 


it  may  be  well  to  keep  both.  Even  Rancocus  would  be  of 
great  value  to  us,  as  a  paature  for  goats,  and  a  range  for  cattle. 
It  Diaf  be  long  before  the  space  nil!  be  wanted  by  hnman  be- 
ings, for  actual  cultivation  ;  but  each  of  our  present  po^ossions 
is  now,  and  long  will  continue  to  be,  of  great  use  to  us  as  as- 
i^istaiits.  Wo  shall  live  principally  on  the  peak,  I  think  myself; 
hut  we  must  fish,  got  our  salt,  and  obtain  most  of  our  vegeta- 
bles from  the  rucf." 

"  Oh  1  that  reef,  that  reef — how  long  will  it  be,  Mark,  before 

The  enamored  young  husband  laughed,  and  kissed  his  charm- 
ing wife,  and  told  her  to  restrain  her  impatience.  Several 
hours  must  elapse  before  they  could  even  come  in  sight  of  the 
rocks.  These  hours  did  pass,  and  with  the  occurrence  of  no 
event  worthy  of  being  recorded.  The  trades  nauaily  blew  fresh 
in  that  quarter  of  the  ocean,  but  it  was  seldom  that  they 
brought  tempests.  OecasioDallv  squalls  did  occur,  it  is  true ; 
but  a  prudent  and  experienced  mariner  could  ordinarily  guard 
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There  was  no  difficulty  in  getting  into  the  proper  channel, 
when  the  boat  fairly  flew  along  the  rocks  that  lined  the  pas- 
sages. So  long  as  she  was  in  rough  water,  the  sails  of  so  small 
a  craft  were  necessarily  becalmed  a  good  deal  of  the  time ;  but 
now  that  there  was  nothing  to  intercept  the  breeze,  she  caught  it 
all,  and  made  the  most  of  it.  To  Mark's  surprise,  as  they 
passed  the  prairie,  he  saw  all  of  his  swine  on  it,  now,  including 
two  half-unconsumcd  litters  of  well-grown  pigs,  some  seventeen 
in  number.  These  animals  had  actually  found  their  way  along 
the  rocks,  a  dbtance  of  at  least  twenty  miles  f^om  home,  and 
by  the  crooked  path  they  had  taken,  probable  one  much  great- 
er. They  all  appeared  full,  and  contented.  So  much  of  the 
water  had  already  evaporated  as  to  make  it  tolerable  walking 
on  the  sea- weed ;  and  Mark,  stopping  to  examine  the  progress 
of  things,  prognosticated  that  another  year,  in  that  climate, 
would  convert  the  whole  of  that  wide  plain  into  dry  land.  In 
many  places,  the  hogs  had  already  found  their  way  down, 
through  the  sea-weed,  into  the  mud  ;  and  there  was  one  partic- 
ular spot,  quite  near  the  channel,  where  the  water  was  all  gone, 
and  where  the  pigs  had  rooted  over  so  much  of  the  surface,  as 
to  convert  two  or  three  acres  into  a  sort  of  half-tilled  field,  in 
which  the  sea-weed  was  nearly  turned  under  the  mud.  Noth- 
ing but  drenching  rains  were  wanting  to  render  such  a  place 
highly  productive,  and  it  was  certain  those  rains  would  come  at 
the  end  of  the  season. 

About  the  middle  of  the  day,  Mark  ran  the  boat  alongside  of 
the  reef,  at  the  usual  landing,  and  welcomed  Bridget  to  his  and 
her  home  with  a  kiss.  Every  thing  was  in  its  place,  and  a 
glance  sufficed  to  show  that  no  human  foot  had  been  there, 
during  the  weeks  of  his  absence.  Kitty  was  browsing  on  the 
Summit,  and  no  spaniel  could  have  played  more  antics  than  she 
did,  at  the  sight  of  her  master.  At  first,  Mark  had  thought  of 
transferring  this  gentle  and  playful  young  goat  to  the  peak,  and 
to  place  her  in  the  little  flock  collected  there ;  but  he  had  been 
indaced  to  change  his  mind,  by  recollecting  how  much  she  con- 
tribated  to  the  beauty  of  the  Summit,  by  keeping  down  the 
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grass.  He  had  therefore  brought  her  a  compfution,  which  had 
nn  sooner  been  landed  on  the  reef,  than  it  bounded  off  to  make 
acqu^iietance  ivlth  the  stranger  on  the  elevation. 

Bridget  was  almost  overcame  when  she  got  on  board  the  ship. 
There  was  even  a  certidn  sublimity  iu  the  Nolitude  that  reigned 
ovor  every  thing,  that  impressed  her  imagiuatioa,  and  she  won- 
dered that  any  hiinian  being  could  ho  long  have  dwelt  thcro 
alone,  uncheercd  by  the  hope  of  deliverance.  lu  the  cabin  of 
that  vessel  she  had  plighted  her  faith  to  Mark,  and  a  flood 
of  reeolleeliona  burst  upon  her  as  she  entered  it.  Mark  was 
obliged  to  allow  her  to  seek  relief  in  tears.  But  half  an  hour 
br(jU4;ht  her  round  again,  and  then  she  set  about  putting  things 
in  Older,  and  making  this  very  important  abode  submit  to  the 
icitluence  of  wocnau's  love  of  comfort  and  order.  By  the  time 
Mark  came  back  from  his  garden,  whither  ho  had  gone  to  as- 
certain its  condition,  Bridget  had  his  supper  ready  for  him, 
prepared  with  a  neatness  and  method  to  which  he  had  long 
been  a  stranger.     That  was  a  very  delicious  meal  to  both.    ITie 
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which  had  been  reasonably  attended  to.  Her  temper  was 
sweetness  itself,  and  that  is  one  of  the  greatest  requisites  in 
married  happiness.  To  this  great  quality  must  be  added  affec- 
tion, for  she  was  devoted  to  Mark,  and  nothing  he  wished  would 
she  hesitate  about  striving  to  obtain,  even  at  painful  sacrifices 
to  herself.  One  as  generous-minded  and  manly  as  her  husband, 
could  not  fail  to  discover  and  appreciate  such  a  disposition, 
which  entered  very  largely  into  the  composition  of  their  future 
happiness. 

Our  young  couple  did  not  visit  the  crater  and  the  Summit 
until  the  sun  had  lost  most  of  its  power.  Then  Mark  intro- 
duced his  wife  into  his  garden,  and  to  his  lawn.  Exclamations 
of  delight  escaped  the  last,  at  nearly  every  step  ;  for,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  accidental  peculiarities  of  such  a  place,  the  vegeta- 
tion had  advanced  as  vegetation  only  can  advance  within  the 
tropics,  favored  by  frequent  rains  and  a  rich  soil.  The  radishes 
were  half  as  large  as  Bridget's  wrists,  and  as  tender  as  her 
heart ;  the  lettuce  was  already  heading  ;  the  beans  were  fit  to 
pull ;  the  onions  large  enough  to  boil,  and  the  peas  even  too 
old.  On  the  Summit,  Mark  cut  a  couple  of  melons,  which  were 
of  a  flavor  surpassing  any  he  had  ever  before  tasted.  With 
that  spot  Bridget  was  especially  delighted.  It  was,  just  then, 
as  green  as  grass  could  be,  and  Kitty  had  found  its  plants  so 
very  sweet,  that  she  had  scarce  descended  once  to  trespass  on 
the  garden.  Here  and  there  the  imprint  of  her  little  hoof  was 
to  be  traced  on  a  bed,  it  is  true,  but  she  appeared  to  have  gone 
there  more  to  look  after  the  condition  of  the  garden  than  to 
gratify  her  appetite. 

While  on  the  Summit,  Mark  pointed  out  to  his  wife  the 
fowls,  now  increased  to  something  like  fifty.  Two  or  three 
broods  of  chickens  had  come  within  the  last  month,  making 
their  living  on  the  reef  that  was  separated  from  that  of  the 
crater  by  means  of  the  bridge  of  planks.  As  two  or  three 
flew  across  the  narrow  pass,  however,  he  was  aware  that  the 
state  of  his  garden  must  be  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  still 
found  a  plenty  on  those  rocks  for  their  support     In  returning 
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to  the  ship,  he  visited  a  hulf-barrel  prepared  for  that  purpose, 
and,  as  lie  expected,  fouu<I  a  ne«t  contnininsr  a  doccn  eggi. 
These  he  took  tlie  liherty  of  appropriating  to  his  own  use, 
Idling  Bridget  thnt  they  could  ent  some  of  them  for  their 
breakfast. 

But  food  never  had  been  an  interest  to  give  our  solitary  mao 
much  uncasinesR.  From  the  hour  when  be  found  cnuck.  and 
sea-weed,  and  guano,  be  felt  assured  of  the  means  of  subsis- 
tence ;  being,  in  truth,  though  he  may  not  have  known  it  him- 
self, more  in  danger  of  fulling  behindhand  in  consequence  of 
the  indisposition  to  activity  that  almost  ever  accompanies  the 
abundance  of  a  warm  elimate,  than  from  the  absolute  want  of 
the  means  of  advancing.  That  night  Mark  and  Bridget  knelt, 
side  by  siile,  and  returneil  thanks  to  God  for  all  his  mercies. 
How  sweet  ihe  former  found  it  to  see  the  light  form  of  bis 
beautiful  companion  moving  about  the  spacions  cabin,  giving  it 
an  air  of  bome  and  happiness,  no  one  can  fully  appreciate  wh« 
has  not  been  cut  off  from  these  accustomed  joys,  and  then  been 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

*  I  beg,  good  Heaven,  with  just  desires, 
What  i\evd^  not  luxury,  requires ; 
Give  me,  with  sparing  hands,  but  moderate  wealth, 
A  little  honor,  and  enough  of  health ; 

Free  from  the  busy  city  life, 
Near  shady  groves  and  purling  streams  confined, 

A  faithftil  fHend,  a  pleasing  wife ; 
And  give  me  all  in  one,  give  a  contented  mlnd.^ 

AiroxTJiont. 

Mark  and  Bridget  remained  at  the  reef  a  week,  entirely  alone. 
To  them  the  time  seemed  but  a  single  day ;  and  so  completely 
were  they  engrossed  with  each  other  and  their  present  happi- 
ness, that  they  almost  dreaded  the  hour  of  return.  Every  thing 
was  visited,  however,  even  to  the  abandoned  anchor,  and  Mark 
made  a  trip  to  the  eastward,  carrying  his  wife  out  into  the  open 
water  in  that  direction.  But  the  ship  and  the  crater  gave  Bridget 
the  greatest  happiness.  Of  these  she  never  tired,  though  the 
first  gave  her  the  most  pleasure.  A  ship  was  associated  with 
all  her  earliest  impressions  of  Mark ;  on  board  that  very  ship 
she  had  been  married ;  and  now  it  formed  her  home,  tempora- 
rily, if  not  permanently.  Bridget  had  been  living  so  long  be- 
neath a  tent,  and  in  savage  huts,  that  the  accommodations  of 
the  Rancocus  appeared  like  those  of  a  palace.  They  were  not 
inelegant  even,  though  it  was  not  usual,  in  that  period  of  the 
republic,  to  fit  up  vessels  with  a  magnificence  little  short  of 
royal  yachts,  as  is  done  at  present.  In  the  way  of  convenience, 
however,  our  ship  could  boast  of  a  great  deal.  Her  cabins 
were  on  deck,  or  under  a  poop,  and  consequently  enjoyed  every 
advantage  of  ligjit  and  air.  Beneath  were  store-rooms,  still 
well  supplied  with  many  articles  of  luxury,  though  time  waa 


beginning  to  mate  its  usual  inroaJB  on  their  qualities.  Hm 
htead  was  nut  quite  as  sound  as  it  vaa  onee,  nor  did  the  teas 
rctiiin  ull  their  strength  and  flavor,  hut  the  sugar  was  just  as 
sweet  as  the  da)'  it  was  shipped,  and  in  the  coffee  there  waK  no 
apparent  change.  Of  thu  hutter  we  do  uot  choose  to  Bay  any 
thing.  Bridget,  in  the  prettiest  uuuncr  iuiaginBble,  declared 
that  ni)  aouD  as  she  could  set  Dido  at  work,  the  Etore-roomE 
should  be  closely  examined  and  thoroughly  cleaned.  Tben  the 
galley  mode  Bueh  a  convenient  and  airy  kitchen  !  Mark  bad 
retno^ed  the  house,  the  awning  answering  every  purpose,  and 
h\»  wife  declared  that  it  was  a  pleasure  to  cook  a  meal  for  him, 
in  so  pleasant  a  place. 

TLe  first  dish  Bridget  ever  literally  cooked  for  Mark,  with 
her  own  hands — or,  indeed,  for.  any  one  else — was  a  mesa  of 
"  fjrass,"  as  it  wna  tbe  custom  of  eveu  the  most  polished  people 
of  America  then  to  call  asparagus.  They  had  ^one  together  to 
the  asparagus  bed  on  Loam  Island,  and  bad  found  tbe  plant 
absolutely  luxuriating  in  its  favorite  soil.     The  want  of  butter 
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•cmlizatioD  and  life,  to  fall  in  with  the  Neshamony  off  the  cove. 
She  was  coming  in  from  Rancocus,  on  her  last  trip  for  the  stores, 
having  brought  every  thing  away  but  two  of  the  goats.  These 
had  been  driven  up  into  the  mountains,  and  there  left  Bige- 
low  had  come  away,  and  the  whole  party  of  colonists  were  now 
assembled  at  Vulcan's  Peak.  But  Bctts  had  a  communication 
to  make  that  gave  the  governor  a  good  deal  of  concern.  He 
reported  that  after  they  had  got  the  pinnace  loaded,  and  were 
only  waiting  for  the  proper  time  of  day  to  quit  Rancocus,  they 
discovered  a  fleet  of  canoes  and  catamarans  approaching  the 
island  from  the  direction  of  the  Group,  as  they  familiarly  termed 
the  cluster  of  islands  that  was  known  to  be  nearest  to  them,  to 
the  northward  and  westward.  By  means  of  a  glass,  Betts  had 
ascertained  that  a  certain  Waally  was  on  board  the  leading 
canoe,  and  he  regarded  this  as  an  evil  omen.  Waally  was  Oo- 
roony's  most  formidable  rival  and  most  bitter  foe  ;  and  the  cir- 
cumstance that  he  was  leading  such  a  flotilla,  of  itself.  Bob 
thought,  was  an  indication  that  he  had  prevailed  over  honest 
Betto,  in  some  recent  encounter,  and  was  now  abroad,  bent  on 
further  mischief.  Indeed,  it  seemed  scarcely  possible  that  men 
like  the  natives  should  hear  of  the  existence  of  such  a  mountain 
as  that  of  Rancocus  Island,  in  their  vicinity,  and  not  wish  to 
explore,  if  not  to  possess  it. 

Betts  had  pushed  off,  and  made  sail,  as  soon  as  assured  of 
this  fact.  He  knew  the  pinnace  could  outsail  any  thing  the  isl- 
anders possessed,  more  especially  on  a  wind,  and  he  manceuvred 
about  the  flotilla  for  an  hour,  making  his  observations  before  he 
left  it.  This  was  clearly  a  war  party,  and  Bob  thought  there 
were  white  men  in  it.  At  least,  he  saw  two  individuals  who  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  white  sailors,  attired  in  a  semi-savage  way, 
and  who  were  in  the  same  canoe  with  the  terrible  Waally.  It 
was  nothing  out  of  the  way  for  seamen  to  get  adrift  on  the  isl- 
and scattered  about  in  the  Pacific,  there  being  scarcely  a  group 
in  which  more  or  less  of  them  were  not  to  be  found.  The  pres- 
ence of  these  men,  too,  Bob  regarded  as  another  evil  omen,  and 
he  felt  the  necessity  of  throwing  all  the  dost  he  could  into  their 
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eyes.  'When  the  pinnace  left  the  flotilla,  therefore,  instead  of 
pa.=hing  out  to  windward  of  tho  island,  aa  was  her  true  coun«, 
she  eleered  in  an  almost  contrary  direction,  keeping  off  well  to 
leeward  of  the  land,  in  order  not  to  get  becalmed  ander  the 
heights,  frjr  Bub  well  knew  the  canoca,  with  paddles,  woald  soon 
overhaul  hini,  should  he  lose  the  wind. 

It  i\as  the  pr.ictice  of  our  colonists  to  quit  Raneocua  gust  be- 
fore the  ■iiiu  set,  and  to  stand  all  night  on  a  south-east  cotiraa. 
This  invariably  brought  ihcra  in  sight  of  the  smoke  of  the  vol- 
cano by  morning,  and  shortly  after  they  made  the  peak.  All 
of  the  day  that  succeeded,  was  commonly  passed  in  beating  op 
to  the  vokniio,  or  aa  near  to  it  as  it  was  thought  prudent  to  go; 


and,  tacking  to  th 
second  day,  it     as 
NeshamoNj-  was 
she  were  not  air 
Bob  had  not  f 
liberty  to  steer 


rth  d      d  eastward,  about  sunset  of  the 

d  he  following  morniug,  that  the 

T    g  o  the  cliffs  of  Vulcan's  Peak,  if 

b  h    h  m.  As  a  matter  of  course,  then, 

g     b  night  shut  in,  and  left  him  at 

I  tion  he  pleased.     Fortunately, 
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side  of  the  rock,  where  the  pinnace  usually  came  to,  the  canoes, 
etc.,  having  made  another,  and  a  less  eligible  harbor.  Bob  then 
landed  in  person,  and  stole  along  the  shore  in  the  direction  of 
the  sleeping  savages.  Unknown  to  himself,  he  was  watched, 
and  was  just  crouching  under  some  bushes,  in  order  to  get  a 
little  nearer,  when  he  felt  a  hand  on  his  shoulder.  There  was 
a  moment  when  blood  was  in  danger  of  being  shed,  but  Betts' 
hand  was  stayed  by  hearing,  in  good  English,  the  words — 

"  Where  are  you  bound,  shipmate  ?" 

The  question  was  asked  in  a  guarded,  under  tone,  a  circum- 
stance tuat  reassured  Bob,  quite  as  much  as  the  language.  He 
at  once  perceived  that  the  two  men  whom  he  had,  rightly 
enough,  taken  for  seamen,  were  in  these  bushes,  where  it  would 
seem  they  had  long  been  on  the  watch,  observing  the  move- 
ments of  the  pinnace.  They  told  Bob  to  have  no  apprehen- 
nons,  as  all  the  savages  were  asleep,  at  some  little  distance,  and 
accompanied  him  back  to  the  Neshamony.  Here,  to  the  sur- 
prise and  joy  of  all  parties,  Bigelow  recognized  both  the  sailors, 
who  had  not  only  been  his  former  shipmates,  but  were  actual- 
ly his  townsmen  in  America,  the  whole  three  having  been  bom 
within  a  mile  of  each  other.  The  history  of  these  three  wan- 
derers from  home  was  very  much  alike.  They  had  come  to 
the  Pacific  in  a  whaler,  with  a  drunken  captain,  and  had,  in 
succession,  left  the  ship.  Bigelow  found  his  way  to  Panama, 
where  he  was  caught  by  the  dark  eyes  of  Teresa,  as  has  been 
related.  Peters  had  fallen  in  with  Jones,  in  the  course  of  his  < 
wanderings,  and  they  had  been  for  the  last  two  years  among 
the  pearl  islands,  undecided  what  to  do  with  themselves,  when 
Waally  ordered  both  to  accompany  him  in  the  present  expedi- 
tion. They  had  gathered  enough  in  hints  given  by  different 
chiefs,  to  understand  that  a  party  of  Christians  was  to  be  mas- 
sacred, or  enslaved,  and  plundered  of  course.  They  had  heard 
of  the  '*  canoe"  that  had  been  tabooed  for  twelve  moons,  but 
were  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  one-half  of  the  story,  and  were 
left  to  the  most  anxious  conjectures.  They  were  not  permitted 
to  pass  on  to  the  islands  under  the  control  of  Ooroony,  but 
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were  jealously  detained  in  Waally'a  part  of  the  group,  and  con- 
sequcntlv  had  not  bGen  in  a  situation  to  Icarn  all  the  particulars 
of  tLo  Ringular  party  of  colonists  who  had  gone  to  the  south- 
ward. Thus  much  did  Peters  relate,  in  substance,  when  a 
cftU  among  the  savages  notified  the  whole  of  the  nbitcs  of  the 
necessity  of  coming  to  some  conclusion  concerning  the  futara. 
Jones  nnJ  Peters  acknowledged  it  would  not  bo  safe  to  remain 
liny  longer,  though  the  last  gave  his  opinion  with  an  obrions 
reluctance.  As  it  afterward  appeared,  Peters  had  married  an 
Indian  wife,  to  whom  he  was  much  attached,  and  ho  did  not 
like  the  idea  of  abandoning  her.  There  was  but  a  moment  for 
reflection,  iioivever,  and  almost  without  knowing  it  himself, 
when  he  found  the  pinnace  about  to  make  sail  in  order  to  get 
off  the  land,  ho  followi'd  Jones  into  her,  and  was  half  a  mile 
from  the  ^hore  before  he  had  time  to  reflect  much  on  her  he 
had  left  behind  hlni.  Uis  companion  consoled  him  by  telling 
hiin  that  an  opportunity  might  occur  of  sending  a  message  to 
Petrina,  as  they  had  named  the  pretty  young  savage,  who  would 
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The  colonists,  generally,  gave  the  two  recruits  a  very  wel- 
eome  reception.  Bridget  smiled  when  Mark  snggested  that 
Jones,  who  was  a  well-looking  lad  enough,  would  make  a  very 
proper  husband  for  Joan,  and  that  he  doubted  not  his  being 
called  on,  in  his  character  of  magistrate,  to  unite  them  in  the 
course  of  the  next  six  months.  The  designs  of  the  savages, 
however,  caused  the  party  to  think  of  any  thing  but  weddings, 
just  at  that  moment,  and  a  council  was  held  to  devise  a  plan 
for  their  future  government  As  Mark  was  considered  the  head 
of  the  colony,  and  had  every  way  the  most  experience,  his 
opinion  swayed  those  of  his  companions,  and  all  his  recom- 
mendations were  adopted.  There  were  on  board  the  ship  eight 
carronades,  then  quite  a  new  gun,  and  mounted  on  trucks. 
They  were  of  the  bore  of  twelve-pounders,  but  light  and  man- 
ageable. There  was  also  abundance  of  ammunition  in  the 
vessePs  magazine,  no  ship  coming  to  the  Feejees  to  trade  with- 
out a  proper  regard  to  the  armament.  Mark  proposed  going 
over  to  the  reef  with  the  Neshamony,  the  very  next  day,  in  or- 
der to  transport  two  of  the  guns,  with  a  proper  supply  of  pow- 
der and  shot,  to  the  peak.  Now  there  was  one  place  on  the 
path,  or  stairs,  where  it  would  be  easy  to  defend  the  last  against 
an  army,  the  rocks,  which  were  absolutely  perpendicular  on 
each  side  of  it,  coming  so  close  together,  as  to  render  it  practic- 
able to  close  the  passage  by  a  narrow  gate.  This  gate  Mark 
did  not  purpose  to  erect  now,  for  he  thought  it  unnecessary. 
All  he  intended  was  to  plant  the  two  guns  at  this  pass :  one  on 
a  piece  of  level  rock  directly  over  it,  and  a  little  on  one  side, 
which  would  command  the  entrance  of  the  cove,  and  the  cove 
itself^  as  well  as  the  whole  of  the  path  beneath  ;  and  the  other 
on  another  natural  platform,  a  short  distance  above,  where  it 
could  not  only  command  the  pass,  but,  by  using  the  last  as  a  sort 
of  embrasure,  by  firing  through  it,  could  not  only  sweep  the 
ravine  for  some  distance  down,  but  could  also  rake  the  entrance 
of  the  cove,  and  quite  half  of  the  little  basin  itself. 

Bob  greatly  approved  of  this  arrangement,  though  all  the 
seamen  were  too  much  accustomed  to  obey  their  oflScen  to 
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raise  thi?  Hmnllcst  objections  to  any  thing  that  Mark  proposed. 
Bctls  was  ilie  only  person  who  had  made  the  circuit  of  the 
penk  ;  but  he,  and  Mark,  aad  Hcaton,  ^'ho  had  been  a  good 
dciil  round  the  elltT»,  on  the  side  of  the  water,  all  agreed  in 
GHiiiig  tlii'v  did  not  believe  it  possible  for  a  human  being 
to  rencb  the  plain,  unless  the  ascent  was  made  hy  the  staire. 
This,  of  course,  rendered  the  fortifying  of  the  last  a  matter  of 
BO  much  the  greater  importance,  since  it  converted  the  whole 
island  into  a  second  Gibraltar.  It  was  true,  the  reef  would  re- 
main exposed  to  depredations;  though  Mark  was  of  opinion 
that,  by  leaving  a  portion  of  their  force  in  the  ship,  with  two 
or  three  of  the  ^os  at  command,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to 
beat  olT  five  hundred  natives.  As  for  the  crater,  it  might  verj 
easily  lie  made  impregnable. 

At  this  meeting  Hcaton  proposed  the  establishment  of  some 
sort  of  government  and  authority,  which  they  should  all  solemn- 
ly swear  to  support  The  idea  was  favorably  received,  and 
Mark  was  unanimously  chosen  governor  for  life,  the  law  being  the 


oji,    Vulcan's    peak.  241 

show  of  aathority.  His  attention  was  first  turned  to  rendering 
the  peak  impregnable.  There  were  a  plenty  of  muskets  and 
fowling-pieces  already  there,  Hcaton  having  come  well  provided 
with  arms  and  ammunition.  As  respects  the  last,  Peters  and 
Jones  were  set  to  work  to  clear  out  a  sort  of  cavern  in  the  rock, 
that  was  not  only  of  a  convenient  size,  but  which  was  conve- 
niently placed  for  such  a  purpose,  at  no  great  distance  from  the 
head  of  the  stairs,  to  receive  the  powder,  etc.  The  cavity  was 
perfectly  dry,  an  indispensable  requisite,  and  it  was  equally  well 
protected  against  the  admission  of  water. 

The  next  thing  was  to  collect  a  large  pile  of  dry  wood  on  the 
naked  height  of  the  peak.  This  was  to  be  lighted,  at  night,  in 
the  event  of  the  canoes  appearing  while  he  was  absent,  Mark 
being  of  opinion  that  he  could  see  such  a  beacon-fire  from  the 
reef,  whither  he  was  about  to  proceed.  Having  made  these 
arrangements,  the  governor  set  sail  with  Betts,  Bigelow,  and 
Socrates  for  his  companions,  leaving  Heaton,  with  Peters  and 
Jones,  to  take  care  of  most  of  the  females.  \Vc  say  of  most, 
since  Dido  and  Juno  went  along,  in  order  to  cook,  and  to  wash 
all  the  clothes  of  the  whole  colony,  a  part  of  which  were  sent 
in  the  pinnace,  but  most  of  which  were  on  board  the  ship.  This 
was  a  portion  of  his  duty,  when  a  solitary  man,  to  which  Mark 
was  exceedingly  averse,  and  having  shirts  almost  ad  libitum, 
Bridget  had  found  nearly  a  hundred  ready  for  the  "buck- 
basket"  There  was  no  danger,  therefore,  that  the  "  wash" 
would  be  too  small 

Betts  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  change  that  he  found  in 
the  rocks.  There,  where  he  had  left  water  over  which  he 
had  often  floated  his  raft,  appeared  dry  land.  Nor  was  he 
much  less  struck  with  the  appearance  of  the  crater.  It  was 
now  a  hill  of  a  bright,  lively  verdure,  Kitty  and  her  new  friend 
keeping  it  quite  as  closely  cropped  as  was  desirable.  The  in- 
terior, too,  struck  him  forcibly ;  for  there,  in  addition  to  the 
garden,  now  flourishing,  though  a  little  in  want  of  the  hoe,  was 
a  meadow  of  acres  in  extent,  in  which  the  grass  was  fit  to  cut. 
Mark  had  observed  this  circumstance  when  last  at  the  crater, 
11 
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ami  SiiiTiitus  liMil  liroQf^bt  Lis  scytho  aud  furks,  tn  cut  aud  cnw 
the  hiiy. 

The  morning  after  the  arrival,  everybody  went  to  wort.  The 
woinon  set  up  their  tuhs  undur  an  awniug  spread  for  that  par- 
posu  near  the  spiing,  and  were  soon  up  lo  their  elbows  in  snd& 
The  scylhc  was  set  in  motion,  and  the  pinnace  was  taken  round 
to  thv  hhip.  Three  active  seamca  auon  hoisted  out  tbc  carron- 
ades,  aud  stowed  them  in  the  Utile  sloop.  The  niamunition  fol- 
lowed, and  half  a  dozen  barrels  of  the  beef  aud  pork  were  pat 
in  the  Nesliainouy  also.  Murk  scarcely  ever  tonched  this  food 
now,  iho  tish,  eggs,  chickens,  and  pigs,  keeping  hia  lardor  anf- 
fii'iently  well  supplied.  Bat  Hoine  of  the  men  pined  for  fhip'a 
provL'tions— beof  aud  pork  that  had  uow  been  packed  more  than 
twi-  yeiirs — mid  the  governor  thought  it  might  be  well  enough 
tn  indulge  thcin.  The  empty  barrels  would  be  convenient  oa 
the  peak,  and  the  salt  would  be  acceptable,  after  being  dried 
aud  pulverized. 

Tlie  day  was  passed  in  loading  the  Ne.'^hamony,  and  in  h>ok- 
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fellow  was  absolutely  at  a  loss  to  know  where  to  find  the  en- 
trance of  the  cove.  So  closely  did  the  rocks  lap,  that  this 
mouth  of  the  harbor  was  most  effectually  concealed  from  all 
but  those  who  happened  to  get  quite  close  in  with  the  cliffs, 
and  in  a  particular  position.  Mark,  himself,  caught  a  glimpse  of 
this  narrow  entrance  accidentally,  on  his  first  voyage,  else  might 
he  have  been  obliged  to  abandon  the  hope  of  getting  on  the 
heights ;  for  subsequent  examination  showed  that  there  was  but 
that  one  spot  on  the  whole  circuit  of  Vulcan*s  Peak,  where  man 
could  ascend  to  the  plain,  without  having  recourse  to  engineer- 
ing and  the  labor  of  months,  if  not  of  years. 

Bob  had  brought  along  one  of  the  two  swivels  of  the  ship,  as 
an  armament  for  the  Neshamony,  and  he  fired  it  under  the  cliffs, 
as  a  signal  of  her  return.  This  brought  down  all  the  men,  who, 
with  their  united  strength,  dragged  the  carronades  up  the  stairs, 
and  placed  them  in  position.  With  a  view  to  scale  the  guns, 
the  governor  now  had  each  loaded,  with  a  round  shot  and  & 
case  of  canister.  The  gun  just  above  the  pass,  he  pointed  him- 
self, at  the  entrance  of  the  cove,  and  touched  it  off.  The  whole 
of  the  missiles  went  into  the  passage,  making  the  water  fairly 
foam  again.  The  other  gun  was  depressed  so  as  to  sweep  the 
stairs,  and,  on  examination,  it  was  found  that  its  shot  had  raked 
the  path  most  effectually  for  a  distance  exceeding  a  hundred 
yards.  Small  magazines  were  made  in  the  rocks,  near  each 
gun,  when  the  most  important  part  of  the  arrangements  for  de- 
fence were  considered  to  be  satisfactorily  made  for  the  present. 
The  remainder  of  the  cargo  was  discharged,  and  got  up  the 
mountain,  though  it  took  three  days  to  effect  the  last.  The 
provisions  were  opened  below  and  overhauled,  quite  one-half 
of  the  pork  being  consigned  to  the  soap-fat,  though  the  beef 
proved  to  be  still  sound  and  sweet.  Such  as  was  thought  fit  to  be 
consumed  was  carried  up  in  baskets,  and  repacked  on  the  moun- 
tain, the  labor  of  rolling  up  the  barrels  satisfying  everybody, 
after  one  experiment.  This  diflBculty  set  Mark  to  work  with  his 
wits,  and  he  found  a  shelf  that  overhung  the  landing,  at  a  height 
of  fully  a  hundred  yards  above  it,  where  there  was  a  natural 
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platlbrDi  of  rock,  that  wonld  suffice  for  the  parade  of  a  raiment 
of  men.  Derit  he  determined  to  rig  a  derrick,  for  there  was  ao 
eHfiy  a^oent  and  desceut  to  tlili  ''  platform,"  as  the  place  was 
called,  and  duwn  wliii'li  a  cart  might  go  wiihoat  anj  difficalty, 
if  a  cart  wa»  to  be  had.  The  platform  might  also  be  used 
for  musketeers,  iti  an  action,  and  on  examining  it,  Mark  deter- 
mined to  briii^  over  one  of  the  two  long  siies,  and  mount  it 
there,  with  a  view  to  command  the  offing.  From  that  height  a 
shot  could  be  thrown  in  any  direction,  for  more  than  a  mile 
outside  of  the  harbor. 

ileaton  had  seen  no  signs  of  the  canoes,  nor  could  Mark,  at 
any  time  during  the  nest  four  days  after  his  return,  though  he 
was  eucli  day  on  the  peak  itself,  to  examine  the  ocean.  On  the 
til'lh  day,  tlicrcfore,  he  and  Bob  crossed  over  to  the  reef  again, 
taking  I!rid;xet  along  this  time.  The  latter  delighted  in  the 
ship,  the  cabins  of  which  were  ao  much  more  agreeable  and 
comfi>]la!ilc  than  the  tents,  and  vrbicb  had  so  long  been  her 
husband's  Hi>]itary  abode. 
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painted  black  as  a  crow,  this  appellation  was  not  altogether 
inappropriate,  Soc  declaring,  '*  dat 'e  boat  did  a  good  deal  favor 
his  ole  woman." 

While  these  things  were  in  progress,  the  Nesharaony  was  not 
idle.  She  made  six  voyages  between  the  reef  and  the  peak  in 
that  month,  carrying  to  the  last,  fish,  fresh  pork,  various  neces- 
saries from  the  ship,  as  well  as  eggs  and  salt.  Some  of  the 
fowls  were  caught  and  transferred  to  the  peak,  as  well  as  half  a 
dozen  of  the  porkers.  The  return  cargo  consisted  of  reed- 
birds,  in  large  quantities,  several  other  varieties  of  birds,  bread- 
fruits, bananas,  yams,  cocoa-nuts,  and  a  fruit  that  Heaton  dis- 
covered, which  was  of  a  most  delicious  flavor,  resembling  straw- 
berries and  cream,  and  which  was  afterward  ascertained  to  be 
the  charamoya,  the  fruit  that,  of  all  others,  when  good,  is 
thought  to  surpass  every  thing  else  of  that  nature.  Bridget  also 
picked  a  basket  of  famously  large  wild  strawberries  on  the  Sum- 
mit, and  sent  them  to  Anne.  In  return,  Anne  sent  her  sister, 
not  only  cream  and  milk,  by  each  passage,  but  a  little  fresh 
butter.  The  calves  had  been  weaned,  and  the  two  cows  were 
now  giving  their  largest  quantity  of  milk,  furnishing  almost  as 
much  butter  as  was  wanted. 

At  the  crater,  Socrates  put  every  thing  in  order.  He  mowed 
the  grass,  and  made  a  neat  stack  of  it  in  the  centre  of  the  mead- 
ow. He  cleaned  the  garden  thoroughly,  and  made  some 
arrangements  for  enlarging  it,  though  the  yield,  now,  was  quite 
as  great  as  all  the  colonists  could  consume ;  for,  no  sooner  was 
one  vegetable  dug,  or  cut,  than  another  was  put  in  its  place. 
On  the  peak,  Peters,  who  was  half  a  farmer,  dug  over  an  acre 
or  two  of  rich  loam,  and  made  a  fence  of  brush,  with  a  view  of 
having  a  garden  in  Eden.  Really,  it  almost  seemed  super- 
fluous; though  those  who  had  been  accustomed  to  salads,  and 
beans,  and  beets,  and  onions,  and  cucumbers,  and  all  the  other 
common  vegetables  of  a  civilized  kitchen,  soon  began  to  weary 
of  the  more  luscious  fruits  of  the  tropics.  With  the  wild  figs, 
however,  Heaton,  who  was  a  capital  horticulturist,  fancied  ho 
could   do   something.     He  picked  out  three  or  four  thriving 
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yiFung  trees  of  that  elusa,  wliich  biire  fruit  a  little  better  flavored 
thHii  lurist  around  them,  and  cut  away  all  their  neighbors,  let- 
ting; in  the  suu  Hud  air  freely.  lie  also  trimmed  tbeif  brunches, 
and  dug  around  the  roots,  which  lie  refreshed  with  guano,  the 
use  of  ivhieh  had  been  imparted  by  Mark  to  his  fellow-col  on  bta, 
thouifh  Digflow  kin'w  all  about  it  from  having  lived  in  Peru, 
Hii'i  Bol]  had  eiirly  let  the  governor  himself  into  the  secret. 

The  govenior  and  hi»  lady,  as  the  community  now  began  to 
li'riii  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mark  WooUton,  were  on  the  point  of  em- 
barking in  the  Neaharaony,  to  visit  Vulcan's  Peak,  after  a  rem- 
dt'nce  on  the  reef  of  more  than  a  moDth,  when  the  orders  for 
i^niling  were  countermanded,  in  consequence  of  certain  signs  in 
till'  atmosphere,  whiuh  indicated  something  like  auother  hurri- 
v'lii'.  The  tempest  came,  and  in  good  earnest,  but  nithont  any 
lit*  the  disastrous  conseqnenccs  which  had  attended  that  of  the 
pre\ious  year.  It  blew  fearfully,  and  the  water  was  driven  into 
»l.  the  sounds,  creeks,  channeis,  and  bays  of  the  group,  bringing 
iiiiiay  of  the  i.slandu,  isthmu.ses,  peninsulas,  and  plains  of  rock. 
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White's  grass  seed  sown  over  them,  in  order  to  aid  nature  in 
working  out  her  own  benevolent  designs.  Ip  less  than  a  month, 
patches  of  green  began  to  appear  on  the  dasky  rocks,  and  there 
was  good  reason  to  hope  that  a  few  years  would  convert  the 
whole  reef  into  a  smiling,  verdant  plain.  It  was  true,  the  soil 
could  not  soon  obtain  any  useful  depth,  except  in  limited  spots ; 
but  in  that  climate,  where  warmth  and  moisture  united  to  push 
vegetation  to  the  utmost,  it  was  an  easy  thing  to  obtain  a  bot- 
tom for  grasses  of  almost  all  kinds. 

Nor  did  Mark's  provident  care  limit  itself  to  this  one  instance 
of  forethought  Socrates  was  sent  in  the  dingui  to  the  prairie, 
over  which  the  hogs  had  now  been  rooting  for  fully  two  months, 
mixing  together  mud  and  sea-weed,  somewhat  loosely  it  is  true, 
but  very  extensively ;  and  there  he  scattered  Timothy  seed  in 
tolerable  profusion.  Socrates  was  a  long-headed,  as  well  as  a 
long-footed  fellow,  and  he  brought  back  from  this  expedition  a 
report  that  was  of  material  importance  to  the  future  husbandry 
of  the  colonists.  According  to  his  statement,  this  large  deposit 
of  mud  and  sea-weed  lay  on  a  peninsula,  that  might  be  barri- 
caded against  the  inroads  of  hogs,  cattle,  etc.,  by  a  fence  of 
some  two  or  three  rods  in  length.  This  was  a  very  favorable 
circumstance,  where  wood  was  to  be  imported  for  many  years 
to  come,  if  not  forever ;  though  the  black  had  brought  the 
seeds  of  certain  timbers  from  the  peak,  and  put  them  into  the 
ground  in  a  hundred  places  on  the  reef,  where  the  depth  of  de- 
posit, and  other  circumstances,  seemed  favorable  to  their  growth. 
As  for  the  prairie,  could  it  be  made  to  grow  grasses,  it  would 
be  a  treasure  to  the  colony,  inasmuch  as  its  extent  reached  fully 
to  a  thousand  acres.  The  examination  of  Socrates  was  flatter- 
ing in  other  respects.  The  mud  was  already  dry,  and  the  de- 
posit of  salt  did  not  seem  to  be  very  great,  little  water  having 
been  left  there  after  the  eruption,  or  lifting  of  the  earth's  crust. 
The  rains  had  done  much,  and  certain  coarse,  natural  grasses 
were  beginning  to  show  themselves  in  various  parts  of  the  field. 
As  the  hogs  would  not  be  likely  to  root  over  the  same  spot 
twice,  it  was  not  proposed  to  exclude  them,  but  they  were  per- 
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;  over  the  fielU  at  pleasure,  in  the  hope  that  the^ 
«  fertility  by  tiiixmg  the  materials  fur  soil.  In 
vcty  change  of  s  vegetable  character  was  ex- 
id  now  that  no  one  thought  of  abanUoDing  the 
a  very  desirable  to  obtain  the  different  benefits 


mitteil 

woiiM  add  to  it 
suuh  a  climate,  i 
trcmcly  rapid,  i 
aettlement,  it  w 
of  civilization  a 

All  the  blacks  remained  at  the  reef,  where  Mark  himself 
passed  s  good  deal  of  his  time.  In  their  next  visit  to  the 
jicak,  tbey  fouaiJ  things  flourishing,  and  the  garden  lookii^ 
[iHrtlcularly  wull.  The  Vulcanists  had  their  melons  in  any 
ijiiantity,  as  well  as  moat  vegetables  without  limits.  It  was  de> 
t<!rmiticd  to  divide  the  cows,  leaving  one  on  the  peak,  and  ■ 
sending  the  other  to  the  crater,  where  there  was  now  sufficient 
grass  to  keep  two  or  three  such  aDiiiiala.  With  a  view  to  this 
arrangement,  Bub  had  been  directed  to  fence  in  the  garden  and 
stack,  by  menus  of  ropes  and  stanchions  let  into  the  ground. 
When  the  Anne  returned  to  the  reef,  therefore,  fi\>ra  her  first 
voyage  to  the  peak,  h  cow  was  sent  over  in  her.      This  ehango 
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of  another  vessel,  and  it  was  believed  she  coald  furnish  materials 
enough  for  two  or  three  such  craft.  Out  of  compliment  to  his 
old  owner,  Mark  named  this  schooner  in  embryo,  the  *'  Friend 
Abraham  White,'*  though  she  was  commonly  known  afterward 
as  the  ^*  Abraham." 

The  cutting  of  the  frame  of  the  intended  schooner  was  a 
thing  easy  enough,  with  expert  American  axemen,  and  with 
that  glorious  implement  of  civilization,  the  American  axe.  But 
it  was  not  quite  so  easy  to  get  the  timber  down  to  the  cove. 
The  keel,  in  particular,  gave  a  good  deal  of  trouble.  Ileaton 
had  brought  along  with  him  both  cart  and  wagon  wheels,  and 
without  them  it  is  questionable  if  the  stick  could  have  been 
moved  by  any  force  then  at  the  command  of  the  colony.  By 
suspending  it  in  chains  beneath  the  axles,  however,  it  was 
found  possible  to  draw  it,  though  several  of  the  women  had  to 
lend  their  aid  in  moving  the  mass.  When  at  the  head  of  the 
stairs,  the  timber  was  lowered  on  the  rock,  and  was  slid  down- 
ward, with  occasional  lifts  by  the  crowbar  and  handspike. 
When  it  reached  the  water  it  was  found  to  be  much  too  heavy 
to  float,  and  it  was  by  no  means  an  easy  matter  to  buoy  it  up 
in  such  a  way  that  it  might  be  towed.  The  Anne  was  three 
times  as  long  making  her  passage  with  this  keel  in  tow,  as  she 
was  without  it.  It  was  done,  however,  and  the  laying  of  the 
keel  was  effected  with  some  little  ceremony,  in  the  presence  of 
nearly  every  soul  belonging  to  the  colony. 

The  getting  out  and  raising  of  the  frame  of  the  Friend 
Abraham  White  took  six  weeks.  Great  importance  was  at- 
tached to  success  in  this  matter,  and  everybody  assisted  in  the 
work  with  right  good  will.  At  one  time  it  was  doubted  if 
stuff  enough  could  be  found  in  the  ship  to  plank  her  up  with, 
and  it  was  thought  it  might  become  necessary  to  break  up  the 
Rancocus,  in  order  to  complete  the  job.  To  Bridget's  great 
joy,  however,  the  good  old  Rancocus — as  they  called  her, 
though  she  was  even  then  only  eight  years  old — the  good  old 
Rancocus*  time  had  not  yet  come,  and  she  was  able  to  live  in 
her  eabin  for  aome  months  longer.     Enough  planks  were  found 


h\  ii>iiii;  ttiiMC  uf  tbo  'twixt  dcckd,  a  part  of  which  were  not 
boht'il  down  lit  nil,  to  accomplish  till  that  was  wanted. 

IIi.'ati>ii  wiks  a  miui  of  singulHr  tastes,  which  led  him  to  h 
rotuarkiille  acquirements.  AiDoag  other  accoraplithmenls,  he 
was  a  wry  goiid  goiieral  tnecliatiiciaii,  having  an  idea  of  tfao 
manner  in  which  most  of  the  onlinary  machinery  ought  to  be, 
nut  ouly  used,  hut  fabricated.  At  the  point  where  the  riralot 
deeccnded  the  elitf  into  the  sea,  he  discovered  as  noble  a  mill- 
fioat  as  the  heart  of  man  could  desire  to  possess.  To  have  sncb 
a  mill-seut  at  eDminanii,  and  not  to  osc  it,  would,  of  itself,  have 
made  him  unhappy,  and  he  could  not  he  easy  until  he  and 
i'eters,  who  had  also  a  great  taste  and  some  skill  in  that  sort  of 
thinL.',  wore  himl  at  work  building  a  anw-mill.  The  saw  had 
bi'eu  brought  from  .Vmeriea,  as  a  thing  very  likely  to  be  wanted, 
and  three  months  after  these  two  in«;eutou3  men  had  com- 
meiiceil  their  work,  the  saw  was  going,  cutting  teak,  as  well  as 
a  species  of  excellent  yellow  piue  that  was  fouiid  in  consider- 
abk-  ijuantitic.  utid   of  vcrv  respectable  size,  along  ihe  cli&  in 
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near  at  hand.  Past  experience  had  told  Mark  that  the  wintcT 
months  in  his  islands — if  winter  a  season  could  be  termed,  dur- 
ine  which  most  of  the  trees,  all  the  grasses,  and  raaay  of  the 
fruits  continued  to  grow  and  ripen  as  in  summer — were  not  very 
formidable.  It  is  true,  it  then  rained  nearly  every  day,  but  it 
was  very  far  from  raining  all  day.  Most  of  the  rain,  in  fact,  fell 
at  night,  commencing  a  little  after  the  turn  in  the  day,  and 
terminating  about  midnight.  Still,  it  must  be  very  unpleasant 
to  pass  such  a  season  beneath  canvas,  and,  about  six  weeks  ere 
the  wet  time  commenced,  everybody  turned  to,  with  a  will,  to 
erect  proper  framed  houses.  Now  that  the  mill  was  sawing, 
this  was  no  great  task,  the  pine  working  beautifully  and  easily 
into  almost  every  article  required. 

Heaton  laid  out  his  house  with  some  attention  to  taste,  and 
more  to  comfort.  It  was  of  one  story,  but  fully  a  hundred  feet 
in  length,  and  of  half  that  in  depth.  Being  a  common  Amer- 
ican dwelling  that  was  clap-boarded,  it  was  soon  put  up  and 
enclosed,  the  climate  requiring  very  little  attention  to  warmth. 
There  were  windows,  and  even  glass,  a  small  quantity  of  that 
article  having  been  brought  along  by  the  colonists.  The  floors 
were  beautiful,  and  extremely  well  laid  down ;  nor  were  the 
doors,  window-shutters,  etc.,  neglected.  The  whole,  moreover, 
was  painted,  the  stores  of  the  ship  still  furnishing  the  necessary 
materials.  But  there  was  neither  chimney  nor  plastering,  for 
Heaton  had  neither  bricks  nor  lime.  Bricks  he  insisted  he 
could  and  would  make,  and  did,  though  in  no  great  number ; 
but  lime  for  some  time  baflied  his  ingenuity.  At  last,  Socrates 
suggested  the  burning  of  oyster-shells,  and  by  dint  of  fishing  a 
good  deal,  among  the  channels  of  the  reef,  a  noble  oyster-bed 
was  found,  and  the  boats  brouofht  in  enou^jh  of  the  shells  to 
furnish  as  much  lime  as  would  put  up  a  chimney  for  the  kitchen  ; 
one  apartment  for  that  sort  of  work  being  made,  as  yet,  to  suf- 
fice for  the  wants  of  all  who  dwelt  in  Eden. 

These  various  occupations  and  interests  consumed  many 
months,  and  carried  the  new-comers  through  the  first  wet  sea- 
son which  they  encountered  as  a  colony.     As  everybody  was 


busy,  plenty  reigned,  and  the  climate  being  so  very  delicioos  ai 
to  produce  &  sense  of  eojujmcut  in  the  very  fact  of  eiisleoce, 
even"body  but  Pctera  waa  happy.  He,  poor  fellow,  mourned 
much  for  his  Peggy,  as  he  called  the  pretty  yonng  heathen  wife 
he  had  left  behind  him  in  Waally's  country. 
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CHAPTER  XVL 

**  Forthwith  a  guard  at  erery  gun 
Was  placed  along  the  wall ; 
The  beacon  blazed  upon  the  roof 

Of  Edgecombe*8  loftf  hall ; 
And  manf  a  flshfni;;  bark  pat  oat. 

To  pr7  along  the  coast ; 
And  with  loose  rein,  and  bloody  spar, 
Bode  inland  many  a  post^ 

Tub  Spakisb  Asmada.— Maoavlit. 

Thb  building  of  the  honses,  and  of  the  schooner,  was  occupa- 
tion for  everybody,  for  a  long  time.  The  first  were  completed 
in  season  to  escape  the  rains ;  but  the  last  was  on  the  stocks 
fully  six  months  after  her  keel  had  been  laid.  The  fine  weather 
had  returned,  even,  and  she  was  not  yet  laanched.  So  long  a 
period  had  intervened  since  Waally's  visit  to  Rancocus  Island 
without  bringing  any  results,  that  the  council  began  to  hope  the 
Indians  had  given  up  their  enterprises,  from  the  consciousness 
of  not  having  the  means  to  carry  them  out ;  and  almost  every 
one  ceased  to  apprehend  danger  from  that  quarter.  In  a  word, 
80  smoothly  did  the  current  of  life  flow  on  the  reef,  and  at  Vul- 
can's Peak,  that  there  was  probably  more  danger  of  their  in- 
habitants falling  into  the  common  and  fatal  error  of  men  in 
prosperity,  than  of  any  thing  else;  or,  of  their  beginning  to 
fiancy  that  they  deserved  all  the  blessings  that  were  conferred  on 
them,  and  forgetting  the  hand  that  bestowed  them.  As  if  to 
recall  them  to  a  better  sense  of  things,  events  now  occurred 
which  it  is  our  business  to  relate,  and  which  aroused  the  whole 
colony  from  the  sort  of  pleasing  trance  into  which  they  liad 
fallen  by  the  united  influence  of  security,  abundance,  and  a 
meet  seductive  climate. 


As  time  rolled  <jd,  in  the  first  place,  the  nnmber  o(  the  colony 
LhiI  begun  to  augiiieat  hy  natural  means.  Friend  Martha  had 
prtseDtcd  Frk'nd  Robert  with  a  liltlo  Robert;  and  Brid^ 
made  Uurk  the  h»ppy  piiroiit  of  a  very  clianiiinfi;  girl.  Tbii 
last  oveiit  occurred  about  the  cotnineucenienl  of  the  summer, 
and  junt  a  twelvemonth  after  the  happy  reunion  of  the  jonng 
coupk'.  Accurditig  to  Mark's  prophecy,  Jouea  had  succeeded 
with  Jouu,  and  they  wore  married  eveu  before  the  expiration  of 
the  six  montlia  mentioned.  On  the  subject  of  a  marriage  cere- 
mony there  Hiia  no  difficulty,  Robert  and  Martha  holding  a 
Friends'  mcuting  especially  to  quiet  the  scruples  of  the  bride, 
ihouijh  she  wob  assured  the  fonn  could  do  no  good,  since  the 
bi-idcgroom  did  not  belong  to  meeting.  The  govornorread  the 
cliureb  service  on  the  occasion,  too,  which  did  no  harm,  if  it 
did  no  good.  About  this  time  poor  Peters,  envying  the  bappi- 
iicKs  of  all  around  him,  and  still  pining  for  his  Potrina,  or  Pet^y, 
as  he  called  her  hiiDself,  bc^^d  of  the  governor  the  use  of  the 
Diiiti,  ill  onliir  thiit  he  might  mukc  a  vovHge  to  Waally's  group 
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might  serve  to  make  the  ways  of  the  schooner,  which  was  yet 
to  be  launched  ;  and  the  latter  was  thought  necessary  in  his  ca- 
pacity of  a  cook.  As  for  Betts,  he  went  along  as  the  gover- 
nor s  counsellor  and  companion. 

Bridget's  little  girl  was  bom  in  the  cabin  of  the  ship ;  and 
the  week  preceding  that  set  for  the  voyage,  she  and  the  child 
were  taken  across  to  the  peak,  that  the  former  might  spend  the 
period  of  her  husband's  absence  with  Anne,  in  the  garden  of 
Eden.  These  absences  and  occasional  vbits  gave  a  zest  to 
lives  that  might  otherwise  have  become  too  monotonous,  and 
were  rather  encouraged  than  avoided.  It  was,  perhaps,  a  little 
strange  that  Bridget  rather  preferred  the  reef  than  the  peak  for 
a  permanent  residence ;  but  there  was  her  much-beloved  ship, 
and  there  she  ever  had  her  still  more  beloved  husband  for  a 
companion. 

On  the  appointed  day,  the  Neshamony  set  sail,  having  on 
board  a  family  of  three  of  the  swine.  The  plan  for  the  excur- 
sion included  a  trip  to  the  volcano,  which  had  not  yet  been 
actually  visited  by  any  of  the  colonists.  Mark  had  been  within 
a  league  of  it,  and  Bob  had  passed  quite  near  to  it  in  his  voy- 
age to  the  peak ;  but  no  one  had  ever  positively  landed,  or 
made  any  of  those  close  examinations  of  the  place,  which,  be- 
sides being  of  interest  in  a  general  way,  was  doubly  so  to  those 
who  were  such  near  neighbors  to  a  place  of  the  kind.  This 
visit  Mark  now  decided  to  make  on  his  way  to  leeward,  taking 
the  volcano  in  his  course  to  Rancocus  Island.  The  detour 
would  lead  the  Neshamony  some  fifteen  or  eighteen  leagues  on 
one  side ;  but  there  was  abundance  of  time,  and  the  volcano 
ought  to  be  no  longer  neglected. 

The  wind  did  not  blow  as  fresh  as  in  common,  and  the  Nesh- 
amony did  not  draw  near  to  tho  volcano  until  late  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  day  she  sailed.  The  party  approached  this  place 
with  due  caution,  and  not  without  a  good  deal  of  awe.  As  the 
lead  was  used,  it  was  found  that  the  water  shoaled  gradually 
for  several  leagues,  becoming  less  and  less  deep  as  the  boat 
drew  near  to  the  cone,  which  was  itself  a  circular  and  very  reg- 
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ular  inountain,  of  Home  six  or  eight  liuodrod  foot  in  height, 
with  a  fiiuadatioD  of  dry  rock  and  lava,  that  might  have  cod- 
taioed  a  thousaud  acres.  Every  thing  seemed  solid  and  purma- 
UL'Ut;  and  our  uuriiiers  M'3re  of  opinion  there  was  very  iitilc 
danger  of  this  foiuiatiou  ever  distLppearicg  below  tlie  surj'»ee  of 
again. 


The 
landing. 


Mark  took  the  Neshamony  t 
ire  in  the  rocks  where  it  was  posuble  to  get  ashore 
having  the  bout  knocked  to  pieces.  He  and  Bob  then 
near  ihe  cone  as  the  falling  stones  would  allow,  and 
rood  a  survey  of  the  place  as  could  be  done  under  the 
That  there  would  be  soil,  and  plenty  of  it, 
sooner  or  later,  was  plain  enough ;  and  that  the  island  might 
bei^onie  a  scene  of  fertility  and  loveliness,  in  the  course  of 
ages,  like  no  many  others  of  Tolcanic  origin  in  that  quarter  of 
the  world,  was  prubuhle.  But  that  day  was  distiuit ;  and 
Mark  wan  soon  sutislted  that  the  great  use  uf  the  spot  was  its 
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Peggy  it  proved  to  be ;  and  after  the  ^.veeping,  and  laughing, 
and  caressing  of  the  meeting  were  a  little  abated,  the  follow- 
ing explanation  was  made  by  Peters,  who  spoke  the  language 
of  his  wife  with  a  good  deal  of  facility,  and  who  acted  as  inter- 
preter. 

According  to  the  accounts  now  given  by  Peggy,  the  warfare 
between  Ooroouy  and  Waally  had  been  kept  up  with  renewed 
vigor,  subsequently  to  the  escape  of  Jones  and  her  own  husband. 
Fortune  had  proved  fickle,  as  so  often  happens,  and  Waally  got 
to  be  in  the  ascendant  His  enemy  was  reduced  to  great  straits, 
and  had  been  compelled  to  confine  himself  to  one  of  the  smallest 
islands  of  the  group,  where  he  was  barely  able  to  maintain  his 
party  by  means  of  the  most  vigilant  watchfulness.  This  left 
Waally  at  liberty  to  pursue  his  intention  of  following  the  party 
of  whites,  which  was  known  to  have  gone  to  the  southward  with 
so  much  valuable  property,  as  well  as  to  extend  his  conquests, 
by  taking  possession  of  the  mountain  visited  by  him  the  year  pre- 
viously. A  grand  expedition  was  accordingly  planned,  and  a  hun- 
dred canoes  had  actually  sailed  from  the  group,  with  more  than 
a  thousand  warriors  on  board,  bent  on  achieving  a  great  exploit. 
In  this  expedition,  Unus,  the  brother  of  Peggy,  had  been  com- 
pelled to  join,  being  a  warrior  of  some  note,  and  the  sister  had 
come  along,  in  common  with  some  fifty  other  women ;  the  rank 
of  Unus  and  Peggy  not  being  sufficient  to  attract  atten- 
tion to  their  proceedings.  Waally  had  postponed  this,  which 
he  intended  for  the  great  enterprise  of  a  very  turbulent  life, 
to  the  most  favorable  season  of  the  year.  There  was  a  period 
of  a  few  weeks  every  summer,  when  the  trades  blew  much 
less  violently  than  was  usually  the  case,  and  when,  indeed,  it 
was  no  unusual  thing  to  have  shifts  of  wind,  as  well  as  light 
breezes.  All  this  the  Indians  perfectly  well  understood,  for 
they  were  bold  navigators,  when  the  sizes  and  qualities  of  their 
vessels  were  considered.  As  it  appeared,  the  voyage  from  the 
group  to  Rancocus  Island,  a  distance  of  fully  a  hundred  leagues, 
was  effected  without  any  accident,  and  the  whole  of  that  formid- 
able force  was  safely  landed  at  the  very  spot  where  Betts  had 


encamped  on  Iiis  m-rival  out  witli  the  eolonists.  Nearly  a  month 
had  been  psisseil  in  exploring  the  luounlaiu — the  first  consider- 
ahlo  eminence  most  of  the  luOiiuia  bad  cvor  beheld — and  in 
making  their  preparations  for  further  proceeilinga.  During  that 
time,  huudreda  had  seen  Vulcan's  Peak,  as  well  as  the  smote 
of  the  volcano,  though  the  roefi  with  all  its  islands,  lay  too  low 
to  be  discerned  from  BUcli  a  distance.  Tbe  peat  was  now  the 
great  object  to  he  attiiiiicd,  for  there  it  was  universully  hclievod 
that  Botto  (meaning  Bctts)  and  his  companions  had  concealed 
themselves  and  their  much-coveted  treaiitires.  Rancocus  Island 
wikt  well  enough,  and  Waally  made  all  his  plans  for  colonizing 
it  at  oncL',  but  the  other,  and  distant  mountain,  no  doubt,  wu 
the  most  desirable  territory  to  possess,  or  white  men  would  not 
have  brought  their  wiimon  ho  far  in  order  to  occupy  it. 

As  a  matter  of  course,  TJnns  and  Peggy  learned  the  nature  of 
the  intended  proceedings.  The  last  miglit  have  been  content  ta 
wH<*  for  the  slower  inovements  of  the  expedition,  had  she  not 
a-i'ertained  that  threats  of  ecvereJy  punishing  the  two  deserters. 
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been  set  too  mnch  to  the  southward,  and  was  diagonally  reced- 
ing from  its  desired  point  of  debarkation,  instead  of  approaching 
it  Toward  the  smoke  Unus  and  his  sister  continued  to  pad- 
dle, and,  after  thirty-six  hours  of  nearly  unremitted  labor,  they 
succeeded  in  landing  at  the  volcano,  ignorant  of  its  nature,  awe- 
struck and  trembling,  but  compelled  to  seek  a  refuge  there,  as  the 
land-bird  rests  its  tired  wing  on  the  ship's  spars,  when  driven 
from  the  coast  by  the  unexpected  gale.  When  discovered,  Peg- 
gy and  her  brother  were  about  to  take  a  fresh  start  from  their 
resting-place,  the  peak  being  visible  from  the  volcano. 

Mark  questioned  these  two  friends  concerning  the  contem- 
plated movement  of  Waally,  with  great  minuteness.  Unus  was 
intelligent  for  a  savage,  and  appeared  to  understand  himself 
perfectly.  He  was  of  opinion  that  his  countrymen  would  en- 
deavor to  cross,  the  first  calm  day,  or  the  first  day  when  the 
breeze  should  be  light ;  and  that  was  just  the  time  when  our 
colonists  did  not  desire  to  meet  the  savages  out  at  sea.  He 
described  the  party  as  formidable  by  numbers  and  resolution, 
though  possessing  few  arms  besides  those  of  savages.  There 
were  half  a  dozen  old  muskets  in  the  canoes,  with  a  small  sup- 
ply of  ammunition  ;  but  since  the  desertion  of  Jones  and  Peters, 
no  one  remained  who  knew  how  to  turn  these  weapons  to  much 
account.  Nevertheless,  the  natives  were  so  numerous,  possessed 
so  many  weapons  that  were  formidable  in  their  own  modes  of 
fighting,  and  were  so  bent  on  success,  that  Unus  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  give  it  as  his  opinion,  the  colonists  would  act  wisely  in 
standing  off  for  some  other  island,  if  they  knew  where  another 
lay,  even  at  the  cost  of  abandoning  most  of  their  effects. 

But  our  governor  had  no  idea  of  following  any  such  advice. 
He  was  fully  aware  of  the  strength  of  his  position  on  the  peak, 
and  felt  no  disposition  to  abandon  it.  His  great  apprehension 
was  for  the  reef,  where  his  territories  were  much  more  assail- 
able. It  was  not  easy  to  see  how  the  crater,  and  ship,  and  the 
schooner  on  the  stocks,  and  all  the  other  property  that,  in  the 
jshape  of  hogs,  poultry,  etc.,  was  scattered  far  and  wide  in  that 
group,  could  be  protected  against  a  hundred  canoes,  by  any 
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force  ut  his  Romraand.  Even  with  the  addition  of  TJnns,  who 
took  HcrvicH  at  once,  with  all  his  heart,  among  hb  new  friends, 
Mark  could  muster  but  eight  mco,  viz. :  liiinatlf,  Ht-aton,  Belts, 
Bigclow,  Socrates,  Pctera,  Jones,  and  Unus.  To  these  might 
pnsHibiy  be  added  two  or  three  of  the  women,  who  might  be 
nerricefiblc  in  carrying  ammnnition,  and  as  sentinels,  while  the 
reniHiniicr  would  be  required  to  look  after  the  children,  to  care 
for  the  stock,  etc.  All  these  facta  passed  through  Mark's  mind, 
as  Peters  translated  the  communication  of  Unus,  sentence  by 

It  WHS  indispensable  to  come  to  some  speedy  decision.  Pe- 
ters was  now  happy  and  contented  with  his  nice  little  Peggy, 
Hiid  there  was  no  longer  any  necessity  for  pursuing'  tlie  voyage 
on  his  account.  As  for  the  project  of  placing  the  hogs  on 
IUticocus,  this  tvas  certainly  not  the  time  to  do  it,  even  if  il 
were  now  to  be  donp,  at  all ;  we  say  "  now,"  since  the  rjsita  of 
the  savages  would  make  any  species  of  property  on  that  bland, 
therefore 
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The  quick  and  unexpected  return  of  the  Ncdhamon}  pro- 
duced a  great  deal  of  surprise  on  the  plain.  She  had  not  been 
Been  to  enter  the  cove,  and  the  first  intimation  any  one  in  the 
settlement  had  of  such  an  occurrence,  was  the  appearance  of 
Mark  before  the  door  of  the  dwelling.  Bigelow  was  imme- 
diately sent  to  the  peak  with  a  glass,  to  look  out  for  canoes, 
while  Ileaton  was  called  in  from  the  woods  by  means  of  a  conch. 
In  twenty  minutes  the  council  was  regularly  in  session,  while 
the  men  began  to  collect  and  to  look  to  their  arms.  Peters 
and  Jones  were  ordered  to  go  down  to  the  magazine,  procure 
cartridges,  and  then  proceed  to  the  batteries  and  load  the 
carronades.  In  a  word,  orders  were  given  to  make  all  the 
arrangements  necessary  for  the  occasion.  • 

It  was  not  long  ere  a  report  came  down  from  Bigelow.  It 
was  brought  by  his  Spanish  wife,  who  had  accompanied  her 
husband  to  the  peak,  and  who  came  running  in,  half  breath- 
less, to  say  that  the  ocean  was  covered  with  canoes  and  cata- 
marans ;  a  fleet  of  which  was  paddling  directly  for  the  island, 
being  already  within  three  leagues  of  it.  Although  this  intel- 
ligence was  expected,  it  certainly  caused  long  faces  and  a  deep 
gloom  to  pervade  that  Uttle  community.  Mark*s  fears  were 
always  for  the  reef,  where  there  happened  to  be  no  one  just  at 
that  moment  but  the  black  women,  who  were  altogether  insuffi- 
cient to  defend  it,  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  but 
who  were  now  without  a  head.  There  was  the  hope,  however, 
of  the  Indians  not  seeing  those  low  islands,  which  they  cer- 
tainly could  not  do  as  long  as  they  remained  in  their  canoes. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  was  the  danger  that  some  one  might 
cross  from  the  reef  in  one  of  the  boats,  a  thing  that  was  done 
as  often  as  once  a  week,  in  which  case  a  chase  might  ensue, 
and  the  canoes  be  led  directly  toward  the  spot  that  it  wiw  so 
desirable  to  conceal.  Juno  could  sail  a  boat  as  well  as  any 
man  among  them,  and,  as  is  usually  the  case,  that  which  she 
knew  she  could  do  so  well,  she  was  fond  of  doing ;  and  she 
had  not  now  been  across  for  nearly  a  weeL  The  cow  kept  at 
the  crater  gave  a  laige  mess  of  milk,  and  the  butter  produced 


was  Uelicious  when  oaten  fresb,  but  did  pot  keep 
in  so  warm  a  climate  aa  it  miglit  have  done  in  one 
ir,  and  THdo  was  ever  anxious  to  send  it  to  Mist 
ihc  still  called  lier  mistress,  by  every  available 
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by  ]>LT  means 
(|uilc  as  well  : 
that  wuE  co1d< 
Bridget,   aa   f 

ijp  purl  unity.  The  boat  used  by  the  negressos  on  such  occa- 
sions, WH8  tlic  Dido,  a  perfoctty  safe  craft  in  moderate  weather, 
imt  she  was  just  the  dullest  sailer  of  all  lliose  owned  by  th« 
colony,  "niis  created  the  additional  dan^r  of  a  capture,  ia 
tbo  event  of  a  cbaaii.  Taking  all  things  into  consideration, 
therefore,  Mark  adjourned  the  council  to  the  peak,  a  feverish 
desire  to  look  out  upon  the  sea  causing  him  to  be  too  uneasy 
where  he  was,  to  remain  there  in  consultation  with  any  com- 
fiM  to  himself.  To  the  peak,  then,  everybody  repaired,  with 
the  exception  of  Bigelow,  Peters,  and  Jones,  who  were  now  "vg- 
ularly  stationed  Ht  the  carrouades  to  watch  the  eutmnce  of  ibe 
cove.  Ill  saying  everybody,  we  include  not  only  all  the  viomfa, 
but  even  their  children. 

s  the  colonists  remained  on  the  plain,  ther 


OR,     YULOAN^S     PEAK.  263 

it  on  its  eastern  side,  so  as  to  keep  his  person  concealed,  the 
hostile  fleet  was  plainly  to  be  seen  with  the  naked  eye.  It 
came  on  in  a  tolerably  accurate  line,  or  lines,  abreast ;  being 
three  deep,  one  distant  from  the  other  about  a  cable's  length. 
It  steered  directly  for  the  centre  of  the  island,  whereas  the  cove 
was  much  nearer  to  its  northern  than  to  its  southern  end  ;  and 
the  course  showed  that  the  canoes  were  coming  on  at  random, 
havinff  nothinor  in  view  but  the  island. 

But  Mark's  eyes  were  turned  with  the  greatest  interest  to 
the  northward,  or  in  the  direction  of  the  reef.  As  they  came 
up  the  ascent,  Bridget  had  communicated  to  him  the  fact  that 
she  expected  Juno  over  that  day,  and  that  it  was  understood 
she  would  come  quite  alone.  Bridget  was  much  opposed  to 
the  girl's  taking  this  risk ;  but  Juno  had  now  done  it  so  often 
successfully,  that  nothing  short  of  a  positive  command  to  the 
contrary  would  be  likely  to  stop  her.  This  command,  most 
unfortunately,  as  Mark  now  felt,  had  not  been  given  ;  and  great 
was  his  concern  when  Betts  declared  that  he  saw  a  white  speck 
to  the  northward,  which  looked  like  a  sail.  The  glass  was 
soon  levelled  in  that  direction,  and  no  doubt  any  longer  re- 
mained on  the  subject.  It  was  the  Dido,  steering  across  from 
the  reef,  distant  then  about  ten  miles ;  and  she  might  be  ex- 
pected to  arrive  in  about  two  hours  !  In  other  words,  judging 
by  the  progress  of  the  canoes,  there  might  be  a  difference  of 
merely  half  an  hour  or  so  between  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the 
boat  and  that  of  the  canoes. 

This  was  a  very  serious  matter ;  and  never  before  had  the 
council  a  question  before  it  which  gave  its  members  so  much 
concern,  or  which  so  urgently  called  for  action,  as  this  of  the 
course  that  was  now  to  be  taken  to  avert  a  danger  so  imminent. 
Not  only  was  Juno's  safety  involved,  but  the  discovery  of  the 
cove  and  the  reef,  one  or  both,  was  very  likely  to  be  involved 
in  the  issue,  and  the  existence  of  the  whole  colony  placed  in 
extreme  jeopardy.  As  the  canoes  were  still  more  than  a  league 
from  the  island.  Bob  thought  there  was  time  to  go  out  with  the 
Bridget  and  meet  the  Dido,  when  both  boats  could  ply  to  wind- 
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wArd  until  it  was  dark;  sFWr  wbioL,  they  might  go  iota  the 
reef,  or  come  into  the  cove,  as  circiimaUnccs  permitted.  The 
giivemor  was  al'Dut  to  acijiiicsce  in  thi«  suggestion,  little  as  be 
liked  it,  when  a  new  propoaition  was  made,  that  at  fint  >«c«med 
so  strange  that  no  one  believed  it  could  tio  put  in  execution,  bat 
to  whleh  all  us^euled  in  the  end. 

AuiDMg  the  [Party  oa  the  peak  were  Uims  and  Peggy.  Th* 
latter  understood  a  good  deul  of  Kngliiih,  Hiid  tlist  which  ^he 
did  not  com  pre  !i  end,  in  the  course  of  the  discussions  on  this 
interesting  occasiou,  Bob,  who  had  picked  up  something  of  the 
language  of  her  group,  explained  to  her,  as  well  as  he  coulj. 
After  a  lime,  the  girl  ran  down  to  the  batti^ry  and  brought  up 
her  husband,  through  whom  the  proposal  was  made  that,  at  first, 
eicited  BO  much  wonder.  P^gy  hud  told  Unns  what  was  go- 
ing on,  anil  had  pointed  out  to  him  the  boat  of  Juno,  now  sua- 
»ibly  drawing  nearer  to  the  island,  and  Unus  volunteered  ta 
twini  out  and  meet  the  prl,  so  as  to  give  her  timely  warning, 
a  well  a 
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dissented.  Juiio  was  kind-hearted,  and  would  be  more  dLsposed, 
she  thought,  to  pick  up  a  man  found  in  the  water  at  sea,  than 
to  injure  him.  But  Juno  could  read  writing.  Bridget  herself 
bad  taught  her  slaves  to  read  and  write,  and  Juno,  in  particular, 
was  a  sort  of  "  expert"  in  her  way.  She  wrote  and  read  half 
the  nigger  letters  of  Bristol,  previously  to  quitting  America. 
She  would  now  write  a  short  note,  which  would  put  the  girl  on 
her  guard,  and  give  her  confidence  in  Unus.  Juno  knew  the 
whole  history  of  Peters  and  Peggy,  having  taken  great  interest 
in  the  fate  of  the  latter.  To  own  the  truth,  the  girl  had  mani- 
fested a  very  creditable  degree  of  principle  on  the  subject,  for 
Jones  had  tried  to  persuade  his  friend  to  take  Juno,  a  nice,  tidy, 
light-colored  black,  to  wife,  and  to  forget  Peggy,  when  Juno 
repelled  the  attempt  with  spirit  and  principle.  It  is  due  to 
Peters,  moreover,  to  add  that  he  was  always  true  to  his  island 
bride.  But  the  occurrence  had  made  Juno  acquainted  with  the 
whole  history  of  Peggy ;  and  Bridget,  in  the  few  lines  she  now 
wrote  to  the  girl,  took  care  to  tell  her  that  the  Indian  was  the 
brother  of  Peggy.  In  that  capacity  ho  would  be  almost  cer- 
tain of  a  friendly  reception.  The  rest  of  the  note  was  merely 
an  outUne  of  their  situation,  with  an  injunction  to  let  Unus  di- 
rect the  movements. 

No  sooner  was  this  important  note  written,  than  Unus  has- 
tened down  to  the  cove.  He  was  accompanied  by  Mark,  Pe- 
ters, and  Peggy ;  the  former  to  give  his  instructions,  and  the 
two  latter  to  act  as  interpreters.  Nor  was  the  sister  without 
feeling  for  the  brother  on  the  occasion.  She  certainly  did  not 
regard  his  enterprise  as  it  would  have  been  looked  upon  by  a 
civilized  woman,  but  she  manifested  a  proper  degree  of  interest 
in  its  success.  Her  parting  words  to  her  brother,  were  advice 
to  keep  well  to  windward,  in  order  that,  as  he  got  near  the 
boat,  he  might  float  down  upon  it  with  the  greater  facility, 
aided  by  the  waves. 

The  young  Indian  was  soon  ready.  The  note  was  secured 
in  his  hair,  and  moving  gently  in  the  water,  he  swam  out  of 
the  cove  with  the  ease,  if  not  with  the  rapidity  of  a  fish. 
12 


Peggj'  I'liijippil  her  lianda  ain]  laughed,  and  otherwise  )iianifei>ted 
!i  sort  of  childish  delight,  as  it'  pleased  that  one  of  her  raeo 
shoiilc!  80  early  make  himself  useful  to  the  pounlryineii  of  her 
husliaiid.  She  and  Peters  repaired  to  the  battery,  wbi^^h  wiu 
Ilie  proper  station  of  the  man,  while  Mark  went  nimbly  up  the 
sUiirs,  ou  his  way  to  the  peak.  And  here  we  might  put  in  a 
|>^Hsing  word  on  the  suhjeut  of  these  aseenta  and  descents.  The 
LTovernor  had  now  been  accustomed  to  them  more  than  a  twelve- 
niimth,  and  ho  found  that  the  effect  they  produced  on  the 
muscles  of  his  tower  limbs  was  absohitJ.'ly  surprising.  Ho  could 
now  ascend  the  stairs  in  half  the  time  be  had  taken  on  hb  first 
trials,  and  he  could  carry  burdens  up  and  down  them,  that  at 
lirst  he  would  not  have  dreamed  of  attempting  even  to  take  on 
hiti  shoulders.  The  same  was  triie  with  all  the  colonists,  male 
mid  female,  who  began  to  run  about  the  alifia  like  so  many 
y;oati — chamois  would  be  more  poetical — and  who  made  as  light 
of  the  Gtmr^  as  the  got'ernor  himaeIC 

When  Murk  reached  the  peak  again,  he  found  malters  draw- 
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billows  that  was  really  wonderful.  The  wind  was  not  very 
fresh,  nor  were  the  seas  high ;  but  the  restless  ocean,  even  in 
its  slumbers,  exhibits  the  repose  of  a  giant,  whose  gentlest 
heavings  are  formidable  and  to  be  looked  to.  In  one  particu- 
lar, our  colonists  were  favored.  Owing  to  some  accidental 
circumstances  of  position,  a  current  set  round  the  northern  end 
of  the  island,  and  diffused  itself  on  its  western  side  by  expand- 
ing toward  the  south.  This  carried  the  canoes  from  the  boat 
and  the  cove,  and  insomuch  increased  Juno's  chance  of  es- 
cape. 

The  meeting  between  Unus  and  the  boat  took  place  when 
the  latter  was  within  a  league  of  the  land.  As  the  sailing  di- 
rections were  for  every  craft  to  fall  in  with  the  island  rather  to 
windward  of  the  peak,  on  account  of  the  very  current  just  men- 
tioned, it  was  questionable  with  Mark  and  Betts  whether  any 
in  the  canoes  could  now  perceive  the  boat,  on  account  of  the 
intervening  heights.  It  was  pretty  certain  no  one,  as  yet,  had 
made  this  important  discovery,  for  the  impetuosity  of  savages 
would  instantly  have  let  the  fact  be  known  through  their  shouts 
and  their  eagerness  to  chase.  On  the  contrary,  all  remained 
tranquil  in  the  fleet,  which  continued  to  approach  the  land  with 
a  steady  but  regulated  movement,  that  looked  as  if  a  secret 
awe  per\'aded  the  savages  as  they  drew  nearer  and  nearer  to 
that  unknown  and  mysterious  world.  To  them  the  approaching 
revelations  were  doubtless  of  vast  import;  and  the  stoutest 
heart  among  them  must  have  entertained  some  such  sensations 
as  were  impressed  on  the  spirits  of  Columbus  and  his  compan- 
ions, when  they  drew  near  to  the  shores  of  Guanahani. 

In  the  meantime  Juno  came  confidingly  on,  shaping  her 
course  rather  more  to  windward  than  usual,  even,  on  account  of 
the  lightness  of  the  breeze.  This  eflfectually  prevented  her  see- 
ing or  being  seen  from  the  canoes ;  the  parties  diagonally  draw- 
ing nearer,  in  utter  ignorance  of  each  other's  existence.  As 
for  Unus,  he  manoeuvred  quite  skilfully.  After  getting  a  couple 
of  miles  oflf  the  land,  he  swam  directly  to  windward ;  and  ife 
was  well  he  did,  the  course  of  the  boat  barely  permitting  his 


[1  her  wpatbet-bow,  wLeo  it  was  time  to  think  of 


Jing. 


i  (lisplayc!  great  judgment  in  this  critical  part  of  the 
affair.  So  accurately  did  he  measure  distances,  that  he  got 
alongside  the  Dido,  with  his  band  on  her  weather  gnuwalc, 
without  Junu'a  having  the  least  idea  that  he  was  anywhere  near 
her.  At  one  effort  he  whs  in  the  boat;  and  while  the  friri  was 
still  uttering  her  screum  of  alarm,  he  stood  holding  out  the 
itut«,  pronouNiiiiig  the  word  "Missus"  as  well  as  he  could.  The 
girl  lind  acquired  too  much  knowledge  of  the  habits  of  the 
8<mtli  Sea  islandei-s,  while  paexing  through  and  sojouraing  in 
the  different  groups  she  had  visited,  to  he  overwhelmed  with 
tlie  occurrence.  What  is  more,  she  recognized  the  young  In- 
dian  at  a  glance ',  some  passages  of  gallantry  liaving  actually 
titkeu  place  betMeen  them  during  the  two  months  Ueaton  and 
bis  party  remained  among  Ooroony's  people.  To  be  frank  with 
the  render,  the  Srst  impression  of  Juno  was,  that  the  note  thus 
liiiJc-rcd  tr.  her  was  a  love-letter,  though  its  contents  instantly 
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CHAPTER  XVIL 

**HoI  strike  tho  flaj^-staff  deep,  Sir  Knight— 
Ho  I  »catt<'r  flowers,  fair  maids — 
Hoi  gtmners,  Are  a  loud  salute — 
Ho  I  gallants,  draw  your  blades  ;** 

Maoaulxt. 

So  much  time  had  passed  in  the  execution  of  the  plan  of 
TJnus,  that  the  canoes  were  close  under  the  cliflfs,  when  the 
governor  and  his  party  reached  the  wood  that  fringed  their 
summits,  directly  over  the  northern  end  of  their  line.  Even 
this  extremity  of  their  formation  was  a  mile  or  two  to  leeward 
of  the  cove,  and  all  the  craft,  catamarans  included,  were  drifting 
still  further  south,  under  the  influence  of  the  current.  So  long 
as  this  state  of  things  continued  there  was  nothing  for  the  colo- 
nists to  apprehend,  since  they  knew  landing  at  any  other  spot 
than  the  cove  was  out  of  the  question.  The  strictest  orders 
had  been  given  for  every  one  to  keep  concealed,  a  task  that  was 
by  no  means  difficult,  the  whole  plain  being  environed  with 
woods,  and  its  elevation  more  than  a  thousand  feet  above  the 
sea.  In  short,  nothing  but  a  wanton  exposure  of  the  person, 
could  render  it  possible  for  one  on  the  water  to  get  a  glimpse 
of  another  on  the  heights  above  him. 

The  fleet  of  Waally  presented  an  imposing  sight.  Not  only 
were  his  canoes  large,  and  well  filled  with  men,  but  they  were 
garnished  with  the  usual  embellishments  of  savage  magnificence. 
Feathers  and  flags,  and  symbols  of  war  and  power,  were  waving 
and  floating  over  the  prows  of  most  of  them,  while  the  warriors 
they  contained  were  gay  in  their  trappings.  It  was  apparent, 
however,  to  the  members  of  the  council,  who  watched  every 
movement  of  the  fleet  with  the  utmost  vigilance,  that  their  foes 


WLTe  oppressed  with  doubta  concerning  the  character  of  ths 

pliii^o  they  had  voiitiireil  so  far  to  viat.  The  smoke  of  the  vol- 
i-,\n<i  WHK  visible  to  them,  beyoud  a  doubt,  and  here  was  a  wall 
ul'  rook  inturposcd  between  them  and  the  accomplish  men  t  of 
tlii^Jr  desire  to  land.  In  this  last  respect,  Bancocus  Inland 
rtlfrred  a  shore  very  different  from  that  of  Valcan'a  Peak.  The 
first,  ill  addition  to  the  long,  low  point  bo  often  mentioned,  had 
I'vorywhere  a  beach  of  some  sort  or  other ;  while  on  the  last, 
tlie  wavi'R  of  the  Pacific  rose  and  fell  as  against  a  precipice, 
marking  their  power  merely  by  a  slight  discoloration  of  the 
iron-bound  coast.  Those  superstitious  and  ignorant  beings 
iiutumlly  would  connect  all  ihesc  unusual  circumstances  with 
BoniQ  supornatnral  i^ncies;  and  Heaton  early  gave  it  as  his 
opinion  tbat  Waally,  of  whom  he  bad  some  personal  kuowl- 
idgu,  was  I lesi tilting,  and  doubtful  of  the  course  be  ought  to 
jiurine,  on  acciiutit  of  this  feeling  of  superstilJon. 

When  this  opinion  was  expressed,  the  governor  snggestoi 
of  tirinff  one  of  the  carronadea,  under  the 
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the  experimeDt,  and  Betts,  who  knew  all  ahont  the  means  nec- 
essary to  produce  the  gfreatest  reverberations,  was  despatched 
to  the  shelf- battery,  with  instructions  to  scale  its  gun,  by  point- 
ing it  along  the  clitf  and  making  all  the  uproar  he  C(>uld. 

Tliis  plan  was  carried  out  ju8t  as  Wiially  had  assembled  his 
chiefs  around  his  own  canoe,  whither  he  had  called  them  by  an 
order,  to  consult  on  the  manner  in  which  the  entire  coast  of  the 
island  ought  to  be  examined,  that  a  landing  might  be  etfected. 
The  report  of  the  gun  came  quite  unexpectedly  to  all  parties ; 
the  echo,  which  rolled  along  the  cliffs  for  miles,  being  absolute- 
ly  terrific  I  Owing  to  the  woods  and  intervening  rocks,  the 
natives  could  see  no  smoke,  which  added  to  their  surprise,  and 
was  doubtless  one  reason  they  did  not,  at  first,  comprehend  the 
long,  cracking,  thundering  sounds  that,  as  it  might  be,  rolled 
out  toward  them  from  the  island.  A  cry  arose  that  the  strange 
rocks  were  speaking,  and  that  the  gods  of  the  place  were  angry. 
This  was  followed  by  a  general  and  confused  flight — the  canoes 
paddling  away  as  if  their  people  were  apprehensive  of  being 
buried  beneath  the  tumbling  rocks.  For  half  an  hour  nothing 
was  seen  but  frantic  efforts  to  escape,  nothing  heard  but  the  dip 
of  the  paddle  and  the  wash  of  its  rise. 

Thus  far,  the  plan  of  the  governor  had  succeeded  beyond  his 
expectations.  Gould  he  get  rid  of  these  savages  without  blood- 
shed, it  would  afford  him  sincere  delight,  it  being  repugnant  to 
all  his  feelings  to  sweep  away  rows  of  such  ignorant  men  be- 
fore the  murderous  fire  of  his  cannon.  While  he  and  Ueaton 
were  congratulating  each  other  on  the  encouraging  appearances, 
a  messenger  came  down  from  the  peak,  where  Bridget  remained 
on  the  look-out,  to  report  that  the  boat  had  drifted  in,  and  was 
getting  close  under  the  cliffs,  on  the  northern  end  of  the  island, 
which  was,  in  fact,  coming  close  under  the  peak  itself.  A  sig- 
nal to  push  for  the  cove  had  been  named  to  Juno,  and  Bridget 
desired  to  know  whether  it  ought  to  be  made,  else  tl.e  boat 
would  shortly  be  too  near  in  to  see  it.  The  governor  thought 
the  moment  favorable,  for  the  canoes  were  still  paddling  in  a 
body  away  from  the  spot  whence  the  roar  had  proceeded,  and 


their  course  earrieJ  them  to  the  southward  and  weMward,  whilo 
Uiius  would  approach  from  the  northward  and  eastward.  Word 
was  sent,  accordingly,  to  make  the  signal, 

Bridget  no  sooner  received  this  order  than  she  diowed  the 
&aff,  which  was  almost  immediately  answered  by  setting  the 
boat's  Bail.  Uuus  now  evidently  took  the  direction  of  matters 
on  board  the  Diilu.  It  is  probable  he  apprcciat«d  the  effect  of 
the  gun  and  its  echo,  the  first  of  which  he  fully  comprehended, 
tliuiii^h  the  last  was  as  great  and  as  awful  a  mystery  to  him,  as 
ti.)  nny  one  of  his  countrymen.  Neverlheless,  he  imputed  the 
Btmiigo  nnd  feiirfnl  roar  of  the  clife  to  some  control  of  the 
wIiili'H  over  ihe  power  of  the  hills,  and  regarded  it  as  a  friendly 
ruar,  oi  en  whcln  he  trembled.  Not  bo  would  it  be  with  his 
ciiimirjnicii,  ibJ  he  well  know;  they  would  retire  before  it; 
am!  the  fign.il  being  given  at  that  instant,  the  young  Indian 
had  no  hesitation  about  the  course  he  ought  to  take. 

Unua  unilerstooJ  sailing  a  boat  perfectly  well.  On  setting 
his  Mill,  hu  stood  on  in  tbu  Dido  until  he  was  obligpd  to  bear 
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vive,  and  more  would  be  seen  of  them.  Unus  was  extolled  by 
everybody,  and  seemed  perfectly  happy.  Pegjary  communicated 
his  thoughts,  which  were  every  way  in  favor  of  his  new  friends. 
Waallv  he  detested.  lie  denounced  him  as  a  ruthless  tyrant, 
and  declared  he  would  prefer  death  to  submission  to  his  exiic- 
tions.  Juno  highly  approved  of  all  his  sentiments,  and  was 
soon  known  as  a  sworn  friend  of  Peggy's.  This  hatred  of  tyr- 
anny is  innate  in  man,  but  it  is  necessary  to  distinguish  betweep 
real  oppression  and  those  restraints  whicji  are  wholesome,  if  not 
indispensable  to  human  happiness.  As  for  the  canoes,  they 
were  soon  out  of  sight  in  the  south-western  board,  running  off, 
under  their  sails,  before  the  wind.  Waally,  himself,  was  too 
strong-minded  and  resolute  to  be  as  much  overcome  by  the 
echo  as  his  companions ;  but,  so  profound  and  general  was  the 
awe  excited,  that  he  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  persevere  in 
his  projects,  at  a  moment  so  discouraging.  Acquiescing  in  the 
wishes  of  all  around  him,  the  expedition  drew  off  from  the  isl- 
and, making  the  best  of  its  way  back  to  the  place  from  which  it 
li.id  last  sailed.  All  these  circumstances  became  known  to  the 
colonists,  in  the  end,  jis  well  as  the  reasoning  and  the  more 
minute  incidents  that  influenced  the  future  movements.  For 
the  time  being,  however,  Woolston  and  his  friends  were  left  to 
their  own  conjectures  on  the  subject ;  which,  however,  were 
not  greatly  out  of  the  way.  It  was  an  hour  after  Juno  and 
Unus  were  safe  up  on  the  plain,  before  the  look-outs  at  the 
peak  finally  lost  sight  of  the  fleet,  which,  when  last  seen,  was 
steering  a  course  that  would  carry  it  between  the  volcano  and 
Rancocus  Island,  and  might  involve  it  in  serious  difficulties  in 
the  succeeding  night.  There  was  no  land  in  sight  from  the 
highest  points  on  Rancocus  Island,  nor  any  indications  of  land, 
in  a  south-westerly  direction ;  and,  did  the  canoes  run  past  the 
latter,  the  imminent  danger  of  a  general  catastrophe  would  be 
the  consequence.  Once  at  sea,  under  an  uncei*tainty  as  to  the 
course  to  be  steered,  the  situation  of  those  belonging  to  the  ex- 
pedition would  be  painful,  indeed,  nor  could  the  results  be  fore- 
seen. Waally,  nevertheless,  escaped  the  danger.  Edging  off 
12* 


tn  keep  aloof  frnni  the  myBterions  smoke,  whicli  troubled  hi* 
fi^llowL'tiJ  HiniDst  as  much  as  the  niyBt«Tious  echne^  the  partr, 
iiiiifit  furluiiiitt'ly  fur  thernselven,  got  a  distant  view  of  the  nioun- 
taiiH  for  wliifh  Uu'y  wore  ruiiuing,  and  altered  llieir  courae  in 
siilHiiicut  time  to  reach  thuii  place  of  deatiiiation  by  the  return 
of  liijlit  tlifl  aiicceeJiog  morning. 

All  tliovigiit^  of  the  eipcdicion  to  Rancoeus  Island  were  tem- 
porarily almmloned  by  the  governor  and  his  council.  ^lark 
Mius  gri-atly  di^ippoirited,  nor  did  his  regrets  cease  with  disap- 
puintuii'Mt  only.  Should  Waally  leave  a  portioa  of  bia  people 
on  Ihat  island,  a  collision  must  occur,  sooner  or  lat*r;  there 
hein^  a  mural  iiiipoasibility  of  the  two  colonies  coDtiuaing 
fi'ieiidii  ivliiiu  so  near  each  other.  The  nature  of  ao  echo  would 
be  asciTl .lined,  before  many  months,  among  the  hills  of  Raoco- 
pLis  l>l;iud,  and  when  that  came  to  be  understood,  there  was  on 
end  of  the  sacred  character  that  the  recent  events  had  conferred 
on  tlio  peak.  Any  straggling  vagabond,  or  runaway  from  a 
sliip,  mijrlit  purvliaae  a  prfscnt  inipurlnncc  by  tsplaiiiing  things-. 
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were  in  favor  of  remaining  quiet,  until  the  Friend  Abraham 
White  could,  at  least,  be  made  available  in  the  contest  Sup- 
ported by  that  vessel,  indeed,  matters  would  be  changed  ;  and 
Mark  thought  it  would  be  in  his  power  to  drive  in  Wjially,  and 
even  to  depose  him  and  place  Ooroony  at  the  head  of  the 
natives  once  more.  To  finish  and  launch  the  schooner,  there- 
fore, was  now  the  first  great  object,  and,  after  a  week  of  inde- 
cision and  consultations,  it  was  determined  to  set  about  that 
duty  with  vigor. 

It  will  be  easily  seen,  that  the  getting  of  the  Abraham  into 
the  water  was  an  affair  of  a  good  deal  of  delicacy,  under  the 
circumstances.  The  strait  between  the  peak  and  Cape  South 
was  thirty  miles  wide,  and  it  was  twenty  more  to  the  crater. 
Thus  the  party  at  work  on  the  vessel  would  be  fully  fifty  miles 
from  the  main  abodes  of  the  colony,  and  thrown  quite  out  of 
the  affair  should  another  invasion  be  attempted.  As  for  bring- 
ing the  Neshamony,  the  Dido,  the  Bridget,  and  the  lighter 
into  the  combat,  everybody  was  of  opinion  it  would  be  risking 
too  much.  It  is  true,  one  of  the  swivels  was  mounted  on  the 
former,  and  might  be  of  service,  but  the  natives  had  got  to  be 
too  familiar  with  fire-arms  to  render  it  prudent  to  rely  on  the 
potency  of  a  single  swivel,  in  a  conflict  against  a  force  so  nu- 
merous, and  one  led  by  a  spirit  as  determined  as  that  Waally's 
was  known  to  be.  All  idea  of  fighting  at  sea,  therefore,  until 
the  schooner  was  launched,  was  out  of  the  question,  and  every 
energy  was  turned  to  effect  the  latter  most  important  object, 
A  separation  of  the  forces  of  the  colony  was  inevitable,  in  the 
meanwhile ;  and  reliance  must  be  placed  on  the  protection  of 
l*rovidence,  for  keeping  the  enemy  aloof  until  the  vessel  was 
ready  for  active  service. 

The  labor  requiring  as  much  physical  force  as  could  be  mus- 
tered, the  arrangement  was  settled  in  council  and  approved  by 
the  governor,  on  the  following  plan,  viz.  :  Mark  was  to  pro- 
cee<l  to  the  reef  with  all  the  men  that  could  be  spared,  and  a 
portion  of  the  females.  It  was  not  deemed  safe,  however,  to 
leave  the  peak  with  less  than  three  defenders — Heaton,  Peterf*, 
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and  Unus  being  chown  for  that  important  station  ;  the  former 
cnmraainling,  of  eonrae.  Mark,  Bells,  Bigelow,  Soiiratea,  ami 
Jones  foniieJ  tlie  partv  for  llie  reef,  to  which  were  attached 
liridgct,  Martha,  Teresa,  and  the  blacks.  Bigelow  went  acroes, 
iiuieeil,  a  Jiiy  or  two  before  the  mHin  party  sailed,  in  order  to 
look  aftt-r  Dido,  and  lo  get  bia  work  forwanl  as  fast  as  poasible. 
"When  nil  was  rendy^aud  that  was  when  ten  days  had  g«ne  by 
after  ILl-  retreat  of  Waally,  without  brinf[iiif^  any  further  liiiings 
from  him — the  govemnr  sailed  in  the  Ncahamony,  having  the 
Bridget  and  the  lighter  in  compaoy,  leaving  the  Dido  for  the 
convenience  of  Heaton  and  his  set.  Signaja  were  agreed  on, 
though  the  distance  was  so  great  as  to  render  them  of  little  ust', 
iinlesa  a  boat  were  iiiid-ehaonel.  A  very  simple  and  ingcnioua 
expedient,  nevertheless,  was  suggested  by  Mark,  in  connec- 
tion with  tills  matter.  A  single  tree  grew  so  near  the  peak 
OS  to  be  H  eoMspienous  object  from  the  ocean ;  it  was  not  large, 
tboDirh  it  coiild  be  seen  at  a  great  dlstjince,  more  particularly 
in  the  direction  of  the  reef.      The  govenuir  intiiimled   »u  inten- 
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hours  after  quitting  the  cliffs,  the  Neshamony  was  under  the 
lee  of  Cape  South,  and  heading  for  the  principal  inlet.  As  the 
craft  glided  along,  in  perfectly  smooth  water  now,  Mark  noted 
the  changes  that  time  was  making  on  those  rocks,  which  had 
so  lately  emerged  from  the  depths  of  the  ocean.  The  prairie, 
in  particular,  was  every  way  worthy  of  his  attention.  A  mass 
of  sea-weed,  which  rested  on  a  sort  of  stratum  of  mud  imme- 
diately after  the  eruption,  had  now  heen  the  favorite  pasturage 
of  the  hogs  for  more  than  a  twelvemonth.  These  hogs  at  the 
present  time  exceeded  fifty  full-grown  animals,  and  there  were 
twice  that  number  of  grunters  at  their  heels.  Then  the  work 
they  had  done  on  the  prairie  was  incredible.  Not  less  than 
hundreds  of  acres  had  they  rooted  over,  mixing  the  sea-weed 
with  the  mud,  and  fast  converting  the  whole  into  soil  The 
rains  had  washed  away  the  salt,  or  converted  it  into  manure,  as 
well  as  contributing  to  the  more  rapid  decay  of  the  vegetable 
substances.  In  that  climate  the  changes  are  very  rapid,  and 
Mark  saw  that  another  year  or  two  would  convert  the  whole  of 
that  vast  range,  which  had  been  formerly  computed  at  a  sur- 
face of  a  thousand  acres,  into  very  respectable  pastures,  if  not 
into  meadows.  Of  meadows,  however,  there  was  very  little 
necessity  in  that  latitude ;  the  eternal  summer  that  reigned 
furnishing  pasturage  the  year  round.  The  necessary  grasses 
might  be  wanting  to  seed  down  so  large  a  surface,  but  those 
which  Socrates  had  put  in  were  well  rooted,  and  it  was  pretty 
certain  they  would,  sooner  or  later,  spread  themselves  over  the 
whole  field.  In  defiance  of  the  hogs,  and  their  increasing  in- 
roads, large  patches  were  already  green  and  flourishing.  What 
is  more,  young  trees  were  beginning  to  show  themselves  along 
tlio  margin  of  the  channels.  Ueaton  had  brought  over  from 
Betto's  group  several  large  panniers  made  of  green  willows,  and 
these  Socrates  had  cut  into  strips,  and  thrust  into  the  mud. 
Almost  without  an  exception  they  had  struck  out  roots,  and 
never  ceasing,  day  or  night,  to  grow,  they  were  already  mostly 
of  the  height  of  a  man.  Four  or  five  years  would  convert  them 
into  so  many  beautiful,  if  not  very  useful  trees. 


i.'78  THS    chatbb: 

Nor  was  tliia  all.  HcatoD,  nndcr  the  mfiuence  of  his  liabiU, 
)iiid  studierj  tlie  imtiires  of  the  clificreut  trees  he  bad  niet  with 
(III  the  uthi.'i'  iitlutids.  The  cocoik-nut,  in  particular,  aboaadcd 
in  hotli  group,  uiid  fiiiiliiig  it  was  a  tree  that  much  affected 
low  luiiiJ  mill  ^iilt  water,  hu  had  taken  cure  lu  Ki't  out  various 
siirriplos  of  hh  roots  and  fruits,  on  certain  detached  islets  near 
tlii.^i  chaiiiii.-l,  where  the  soil  and  aituation  inductiil  hiin  to  be- 
licvo  Ihuy  would  flourish.  Sea-sand  he  wast  of  opiuioa  was  the 
most  favorable  for  the  growth  of  this  tree,  and  he  had  chosen 
the  Kites  of  his  platitattouB  with  a  view  to  those  advaotages. 
Oil  the  peak,  coeoa-nuta  were  to  be  found,  but  thej  were  neither 
verv  flue  uor  in  very  large  quantities.  So  long  as  Mark  had 
that  island  to  hiiuself,  the  present  supply  would  mure  than 
eijiiul  the  demuud,  but  with  the  increnso  of  the  colony,  a  great- 
er iminber  of  the  trees  would  become  very  desirable.  Five  (w 
pix  years  would  be  needed  to  produce  the  fruit-bearing  trees, 
and  the  guvcrnnr  w-i  pleased  to  find  that  the  growth  of  one 
of  tli.>sc  year-  li.id  bi^en  already  secured.      In  the  case  of  thoM! 
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timber  generally.  There  was  also  one  other  expensive  use  of 
this  tree,  which  the  governor  had  learned  from  Heaton.  While 
Bridget  was  still  confined  to  the  ship,  after  the  birth  of  her 
daughter,  Mark  had  brought  her  a  dish  of  greens,  which  she 
pronounced  the  most  delicious  of  any  thing  in  its  way  she  had 
ever  tasted.  It  was  composed  of  the  young  and  delicate  leaves 
of  the  new  growth,  of  of  the  summit  of  the  cocoa-nut  tree, 
somewhat  resembling  the  artichoke  in  the  formation,  though 
still  more  exquisite  in  taste.  But  the  tree  from  which  this 
treat  was  obtained  died — a  penalty  that  must  ever  be  paid  to 
partake  of  that  dish.  As  soon  as  Bridget  learned  this,  she  for- 
bade the  cutting  of  any  more  for  her  use,  at  least. 

All  the  boats  got  into  port  in  good  season,  and  the  reef  once 
more  became  a  scene  of  life  and  activity.  The  schooner  was 
soon  completed,  and  it  only  remained  to  put  her  into  the  water. 
This  work  was  already  commenced  by  Bigelow,  and  the  gov- 
ernor directed  everjbody  to  lend  a  hand  in  effecting  so  desira- 
ble an  object.  Bigelow  had  all  his  materials  ready,  and  so 
perseveringly  did  our  colonists  work,  that  the  schooner  was  all 
ready  to  be  put  into  the  water  on  the  evening  of  the  second 
day.  The  launch  was  defen-ed  only  to  have  the  benefit  of  day- 
light. 

That  afternoon  Mark,  accompanied  by  liis  wife,  had  gone  in 
the  Bridget,  his  favorite  boat,  to  look  for  the  signal  tree.  He 
went  some  distance  into  the  strait  ere  he  was  near  enough  to 
get  a  sight  of  it,  even  with  the  glass ;  when  he  did  procure  a 
view,  there  it  was  precisely  as  he  had  last  seen  it.  Putting  the 
helm  of  the  boat  up,  the  instant  he  was  assured  of  this  fact,  the 
governor  wore  short  round,  making  the  best  of  his  way  back  to 
the  crater  again.  The  distances,  it  will  be  remembered,  were 
considerable,  and  it  required  time  to  make  the  passage.  The 
sun  was  setting  as  Mark  was  running  along  the  channel  to  the 
reef,  the  young  man  pointing  out  to  his  charming  wife  the 
growth  of  the  trees,  the  tints  of  the  evening  sky,  the  drove  of 
hogs,  the  extent  of  his  new  meadows,  and  such  other  objects  as 
would  be  likely  to  interest  both,  in  the  midst  of  such  a  scene. 
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Nor  was  tliis  all  H'aton  under  the  influence  of  his  habits, 
1    i  stud  ed  ll  e  natures  of  the  d  flcr  nt  trees  he  had  met  with 

n   the   otl  Id    i        The  Cocoa-  ut,  iw  pirtieulur,  aboDodcd 

botl  ^  up  a  I  fiuJ  (,  It  »aa  a  tree  that  much  affecte-d 
la  b  1  d  I  nut«r  ho  had  lA.e  cnre  to  at-'t  out  various 
ba  p  ea  h  routa  a  1  fru  ta  on  certain  detached  islets  near 
th  \  I  Inhere  th  soil  and  s  tuation  induced  him  to  bc- 
1        th  >     ould  fl  unah      Sea  saud  he  was  of  opinion  was  the 

uofet  fi  r-jl  Ic  f  r  tl  e  growth  of  th  a  tree,  and  he  had  chosen 
tiie  situs  (if  hi»  planCaUuDS  with  a  view  to  Iliose  advantages. 
On  the  peak,  cocon-nuta  were  to  he  found,  hut  they  were  neither 
very  fine  nor  in  very  large  quantities.  So  long  as  Mark  had 
that  island  to  himself,  the  present  supply  would  more  than 
i.><jual  the  deinaud,  but  with  the  increase  of  the  colony,  a  great- 
er number  of  the  trees  would  become  very  dcsirahle.  Five  or 
six  years  would  be  needed  to  produce  the  fruit-hearing  trees, 
and  the  govei'nor  w,..i  pleased  to  find  that  the  growth  of  one 
of  Ih.iw  _veiir>  li:i.l  I..'(;n  already  seeured.     In  the  case  of  those 
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timber  generally.  Tliere  was  also  one  other  expensive  use  of 
this  tree,  which  the  governor  had  learned  from  Heaton.  While 
Bridget  was  still  confined  to  the  ship,  after  the  birth  of  her 
daughter,  Mark  had  brought  her  a  dish  of  greens,  which  she 
pronounced  the  most  delicious  of  any  thing  in  its  way  she  had 
ever  tasted.  It  was  composed  of  the  young  and  delicate  leaves 
of  the  new  growth,  of  of  the  summit  of  the  cocoa-nut  tree, 
somewhat  resembling  the  artichoke  in  the  formation,  though 
still  more  exquisite  in  taste.  But  the  tree  from  which  this 
treat  was  obtained  died — a  penalty  that  must  ever  be  paid  to 
partake  of  that  dish.  As  soon  as  Bridget  learned  this,  she  for- 
bade the  cutting  of  any  more  for  her  use,  at  least. 

All  the  boats  got  into  port  in  good  season,  and  the  reef  once 
more  became  a  scene  of  life  and  activity.  The  schooner  was 
soon  completed,  and  it  only  remained  to  put  her  into  the  water. 
Tliis  work  was  already  commenced  by  Bigelow,  and  the  gov- 
ernor directed  everybody  to  lend  a  hand  in  effecting  so  desira- 
ble an  object.  Bigelow  had  all  his  materials  ready,  and  so 
perseveringly  did  our  colonists  work,  that  the  schooner  was  all 
ready  to  be  put  into  the  water  on  the  evening  of  the  second 
day.  The  launch  was  deferred  only  to  have  the  benefit  of  day- 
light 

That  afternoon  Mark,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  hsu\  gone  in 
the  Bridget,  his  favorite  boat,  to  look  for  the  signal  tree.  He 
went  some  distance  into  the  strait  ere  he  was  near  enough  to 
get  a  sight  of  it,  even  with  the  glass ;  when  he  did  procure  a 
view,  there  it  was  precisely  as  he  had  last  seen  it.  Putting  the 
helm  of  the  boat  up,  the  instant  he  was  assured  of  this  fact,  the 
governor  wore  short  round,  making  the  best  of  his  way  back  to 
the  crater  again.  The  distances,  it  will  be  remembered,  were 
considerable,  and  it  required  time  to  make  the  passage.  Tlio 
sun  was  setting  as  Mark  was  running  along  the  channel  to  the 
reef,  the  young  man  pointing  out  to  his  charming  wife  the 
growth  of  the  trees,  the  tints  of  the  evening  sky,  the  drove  of 
hogs,  the  extent  of  his  new  meadows,  and  such  other  objects  as 
would  be  likely  to  interest  both,  in  the  midst  of  such  a  sceue. 


TLe  boat  rounded  a  point  where  a  portion  of  the  hogs  had  been 
sleeping,  and  as  it  came  sweepiug  up,  the  aiiiiuala  rose  id  a 
body,  snuffed  the  air,  and  began  scampering  off  in  the  way  con- 
formiiblii  to  tbeit  habils,  Mark  laughing  and  pointbg  with  his 
finger  to  draw  Briilget's  attention  to  their  antics. 

"  yAfre  are  more  of  the  creatures,"  aaid  Bridget;  "yonder, 
on  the  further  side  of  the  prairie — !  dare  say  the  two  partict 
will  join  each  other,  and  have  a  famous  scamper  In  company." 

"  More !"  echoed  Mark  ;  "  that  can  hardly  be,  as  we  passed 
sonic  thirty  of  them  several  miles  to  the  southward.  What  ia 
it  you  see,  doare«t,  that  you  mistake  for  liogsi" 

"  Why,  yonder — more  than  a  mile  from  as ;  on  the  opposite 
side  of  Uic  prairie  and  near  the  water,  in  the  otlier  channel." 

"  The  other  is  not  a  channel  at  all ;  it  is  a  mere  bay  that  leads 
to  nothing ;  so  none  of  our  boats  or  people  can  be  there.  The 
savages,  as  I  am  your  husband,  Bridget !" 

Sure  euotigh,  the  objects  which  Bridget  had  mistaken  for 
mere   hoj;,,   were   in   truth   the   heads   nud   shoulders  of   some 
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of  the  savages  at  that  moment,  though  not  less  than  two  leagues 
distant,  where  they  doubtless  appeared  indistinct  and  confnsed. 
The  ship  might  produce  an  influence  in  one  or  two  ways.  It 
might  inflame  the  cupidity  of  Waally,  under  the  hope  of  pos- 
sessing so  much  treasure,  and  tempt  him  on  to  hasten  his  as- 
sault ;  or  it  might  intimidate  him  by  its  imagined  force,  vessels 
rarely  visiting  the  islands  of  the  Pacific  without  being  prepared 
to  defend  themselves.  The  savages  would  not  be  likely  to  com- 
prehend the  true  condition  of  the  vessel,  but  would  naturally 
suppose  that  she  had  a  full  crew,  and  posseSvSed  the  usual  means 
of  annoying  her  enemies.  All  this  occurred  to  the  governor  in 
the  first  five  minutes  after  his  discovery,  while  his  boat  was 
gliding  onward  toward  her  haven. 

Bridget  behaved  admirably.  She  trembled  a  little  at  first, 
and  pressed  her  child  to  her  bosom  with  more  than  the  usual 
warmth,  but  her  self-<;ommand  was  soon  regained,  and  from 
that  instant,  Mark  found  in  her  a  quick,  ingenious,  and  useful 
assistant  and  counsellor.  Her  faculties  and  courage  seemed  to 
increase  with  the  danger,  and  so  far  from  proving  an  encum- 
brance, as  might  naturally  enough  have  been  expected,  she  was 
not  only  out  of  the  way,  as  respects  impediments,  but  she  soon 
became  of  real  use,  and  directed  the  movements  of  the  females 
with  almost  as  much  skill  and  decision  as  Mark  directed  those 
of  their  husbands. 

The  boat  did  not  reach  the  reef  until  dusk,  or  for  an  hour 
after  the  savages  had  been  seen.  The  colonists  had  just  left 
their  work,  and  the  evening  being  cool  and  refreshing  after  a 
warm  summer's  day,  they  were  taking  their  suppers  under  a 
tent  or  awning,  at  no  great  distance  from  the  ship-yard,  when 
the  governor  joined  them.  This  tent,  or  awning,  had  been 
erected  for  such  purposes,  and  had  several  advantages  to  rec- 
ommend it.  It  stood  quite  near  the  beach  of  the  spring,  and 
cool  fresh  water  was  always  at  hand.  It  had  a  carpet  of  velvet- 
like grass,  too,  a  rare  thing  for  the  reef,  on  the  outside  of  the 
crater.  But  there  were  cavities  on  its  surface,  in  which  foreign 
substances  had  collected,  and  this  was  one  of  them.     Sea- weed, 


loam,  dead  fish,  and  rain  water  had  made  a  thin  soil  on  aboat 
ail  Mcre  of  rocks  at  this  Bpot,  aDd  the  rain  conslantlv  assisting 
v'-getAtioii,  tht;  grass  seed  had  taken  root  there,  and  this  being 
i\»  Kecoiid  soiiSLiu,  Bett^  had  found  the  swaril  already  saflicicnt 
for  his  purposes,  and  caused  an  awning  to  be  spread,  convert- 
idg  the  grass  into  a  carpet.  There  might  now  have  been  a 
duKeii  fiirailiir  places  on  the  reef,  so  many  oases  in  its  dusert, 
where  soil  hud  formed  and  grass  was  growing.  No  one  donbted 
that,  la  time  and  with  care,  those  then  living  might  see  most 
of  those  naked  rocks  clothed  with  verdure,  for  the  progress  of 
voirelation  in  such  a  climate,  &vored  by  those  accidental  causes 
nliieh  seemed  to  present  that  particular  region  from  ever  gaffer- 
in<;  by  droughts,  is  almost  magical,  and  might  convert  a  wilder 
new^  into  a  g-arden  in  the  course  of  a  rery  few  years. 

M;irk  dill  nut  disturb  the  happy  security  in  which  he  found 
lii>  people  liv  liny  unnecessary  announcement  of  danger.  On 
llii'  eiintr;iry,  he  apoke  cheerfully,  complimented  them  on  the 
;niv:in™d  stiile  of  tlicir  work,  and  took  an  occasion  to  get  Betia 
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a  crooked  one,  which  will  bring  them  here  without  the  assist- 
ance of  their  canoes.  We  are  reasonably  well  fortified,  Betts, 
through  natural  agencies,  on  that  side  ;  and  I  do  not  apprehend 
seeing  any  thing  more  of  the  fellows  until  naoming." 

"  What  a  naisfortiu  'tis  that  they  should  ever  have  discovered 

the  reef!" 

**  It  certainly  is  ;  and  it  is  one,  I  confess,  I  had  not  expected. 
But  we  must  take  things  as  they  are,  Betts,  and  do  our  duty. 
Providence — that  all-seeing  power,  which  spared  you  and  me 
when  so  many  of  our  shipmates  were  called  away  with  short  no- 
tice— Providence  may  still  be  pleased  to  look  on  us  with  favor." 

•*  That  puts  me  in  mind,  Mr.  Mark,  of  telling  you  something 
that  I  have  lately  Tamed  from  Jones,  who  was  about  a  good 
deal  among  the  savages,  since  his  friend's  marriage  with  Peggy, 
and  before  he  made  his  escape  to  join  us.  Jones  says  that,  as 
near  as  he  can  find  out,  about  three  years  ago,  a  ship's  launch 
came  into  Betto's  Land,  as  we  call  it — Waally's  country,  how- 
ever, is  meant ;  and  that  is  a  part  of  the  group  I  never  ventured 
into,  seeing  that  my  partic'lar  friend,  Ooroony,  and  Waally, 
was  always  at  daggers  drawn — but  a  ship's  launch  came  in  there, 
about  three  years  since,  with  seven  living  men  in  it  Jones 
could  never  get  a  sight  of  any  of  the  men,  for  Waally  is  said  to 
have  kept  them  all  hard  at  work  for  himself;  but  he  got  toler- 
able accounts  of  them,  as  well  as  of  the  boat  in  which  they 
arrived.'' 

'*  Surely,  Bob,  you  do  not  suppose  that  launch  to  have  been 
ours,  and  those  men  to  have  been  a  part  of  our  old  crew  I"  ex- 
claimed Mark,  with  a  tumult  of  feeling  he  had  not  experienced 
since  lie  had  reason  to  think  that  Bridget  was  about  to  be  re- 
stored to  him. 

"  Indeed,  but  I  do,  sir.  The  savages  told  Jones  that  the 
boat  had  a  bird  painted  in  its  stem-sheets ;  and  that  was  the 
case  with  our  launch,  Mr.  Mark,  which  was  ornamented  with  a 
spread-eagle  in  that  very  spot.  Then,  one  of  the  men  was  said 
to  have  a  red  mark  on  his  face ;  and  you  may  remember,  sir, 
that  Bill  Brown  had  a  nat'ral  brand  of  that  sort.     Jones  only 


niciitioucd  the  thing  this  artemoon,  as  ve  was  at  work  together; 
HuU  Itlutnniiitjcil  to  kt  you  know  all  about  it,  at  the  firet  occilkiou. 
DopuTjU  ou  it,  Mr.  Woolston,  some  of  oor  chaps  is  Btill  liviog." 

This  iinexpocted  intelligence  momentarily  drove  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  present  tlanger  from  the  governor's  mind.  He  ficnt 
fur  Jr.ni's,  and  questioned  him  dosely  touching  the  particalarB 
of  his  iuformalion ;  tho  answers  he  received  certainly  going  for 
toward  curroborating  Bctts'  idea  of  the  character  of  the  ODkitowD 
itieri.  Jones  was  never  able  even  to  get  on  the  island  where 
thc-ic  men  were  siiid  to  be  ;  but  he  had  received  frequent  de- 
RL-nptions  of  their  ages,  appearances,  numbers,  etc.  It  was  also 
reported  by  those  who  had  seen  them,  that  several  of  tlie  party 
li;id  died  of  hunger  before  the  boat  reached  the  group  ;  and 
that  only  about  half  of  those  who  had  originally  taken  to  the 
bi>at,  which  belonged  to  a  ship  that  had  been  wrecked,  lived  to 
git  ashore.  The  man  with  the  mark  on  lib  face  was  represent 
ed  as  being  very  expert  with  tools,  and  was  cmplojed  hy 
\ViLiiilv  to  build  hiiu  a  ciiuoe  that  would  live  out  in  the  gales  of 
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CHAPTER  XVin. 


**  To  whom  belongs  this  vallef  fair, 
That  sleeps  beneath  the  fllmf  air, 

Even  like  a  living  thing? 
Silent  as  infant  at  the  breast, 
Bave  a  still  sound  that  speaks  of  rest, 

That  streamlet^s  mormaringf** 


WnjBOV. 

When  the  governor  had  commnnicated  to  his  people  that 
the  savages  were  actually  among  the  islands  of  their  own 
group,  something  very  like  a  panic  came  over  them.  A  few 
'minutes,  however,  sufficed  to  restore  a  proper  degree  of  confi- 
dence, when  the  arrangements  necessary  to  their  immediate 
security  were  entered  into.  As  some  attention  had  previously 
been  bestowed  on  the  fortifications  of  the  crater,  that  place  was 
justly  deemed  the  citadel  of  the  reef.  Some  thought  the  ship 
would  be  the  most  easily  defended,  on  account  of  the  size  of  the 
crater,  and  because  it  had  a  natural  ditch  around  it,  but  so 
much  property  was  accumulated  in  and  around  the  crater  that 
it  could  not  be  abandoned  without  a  loss  to  which  the  gover- 
nor had  no  idea  of  submitting.  The  gate  of  the  crater  was 
nothing  in  the  way  of  defence,  it  is  true ;  but  one  of  the  car- 
ronades  had  been  planted  so  as  to  command  it,  and  this  was 
thought  sufficient  for  repelling  all  ordinary  assaults.  It  has 
been  said,  already,  that  the  outer  wall  of  the  crater  was  perpen- 
dicular at  its  base,  most  probably  owing  to  the  waves  of  the 
ocean  in  that  remote  period  when  the  whole  reef  was  washed 
by  them  in  every  gale  of  wind.  This  perpendicular  portion  of 
the  rock,  moreover,  was  much  harder  than  the  ordinary  surface 
of  the  Summit,  owing,  in  all  probability,  to  the  same  cause.     It 
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wiw  pven  polished  in  appearance,  and  in  general  was  tome 
Lnu'litct?!!  or  twenty  feet  in  height,  with  the  exception  of  the  two 
or  three  [<l:i'-es,  by  one  of  which  Murk  and  Belts  had  clambered 
up  oil  tlicir  first  visit  to  the  Summit  These  places,  alwaya 
MiitkU,  rinil  bfircly  sufficient  to  allow  of  a  man's  finding  footing 
im  (hem,  had  long  been  picked  away,  in  order  lo  prevent  tbe 
iiiioniis  of  Killy,  and  when  the  men  had  tamed  their  attention 
to  renileriri;r  the  jilace  sccnro  against  a  auddt'n  inroad,  they,  b^ 
ini,'  the  only  piiinta  where  an  enemy  conld  get  np,  without 
rcsortlnjt  to  judders  or  artificial  assistance,  had,  by  means  of 
udditJOLKil  hibor,  been  rendered  us  secure  as  all  the  rest  of  the 
"outer  Wrtll,"  as  the  base  of  the  crater  was  usually  termed 
aitioiiiT  t]iem.  It  was  true,  that  civilized  assailants,  who  had 
tliL-  ordiiiiiry  mciins  at  command,  would  soon  have  mastered  thii 
iilinliii/lt' ;  iiui  siivages  would  not  be  Hkcly  to  come  prepared  to 
iiiuL't  it.  The  schooner,  with  her  cradle  and  ways,  had  required 
ull  llie  loost!  timber,  to  the  last  stick,  and  the  enemy  was  not 
lik.'li  til  iirocur.;  any  supplies  from  the  Bhip-yard.      Two  of  tbe  . 
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the  narrow  bridge  which  has  already  been  mentioned  as  cross- 
ing the  little  strait  near  the  spring.  This  rendered  them  toler- 
ably easy  for  the  moment,  though  Mark  had  assured  his  com- 
panion it  was  not  possible  for  the  canoes  to  get  to  the  reef 
under  several  hours.  Neither  of  the  men  could  sleep,  however, 
and  they  thought  it  as  well  to  be  on  the  look-out,  and  in  com- 
pany, as  to  be  tossing  about  in  their  berths,  or  hammocks,  by 
themselves.  The  conversation  turned  on  their  prospects,  almost 
as  a  matter  of  course. 

**  We  are  somewhat  short-handed,  sir,  to  go  to  quarters  ag'in 
them  vagabonds,''  observed  Betts,  in  reply  to  some  remark  of 
the  governor's.  **  I  counted  a  hundred  and  three  of  their  craft 
when  they  was  off  the  peak  the  other  day,  and  not  one  on  *em 
all  had  less  than  four  hands  aboard  it,  while  the  biggest  must 
have  had  fifty.  All  told,  I  do  think,  Mr.  Mark,  they  might 
muster  from  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred  fighting  men." 

**That  has  been  about  my  estimate  of  their  force,  Bob  ;  but, 
if  they  were  fifteen  thousand,  we  must  bring  them  to  action,  for 
we  fight  for  every  thing.'' 

"Ay,  ay,  sir,"  answered  Betts,  ejecting  the  tobacco-juice  in 
the  customary  way,  "  there's  reason  in  rojisted  eggs,  they  say, 
and  there's  reason  in  firing  a  few  broadsides  afore  a  body  gives 
up.  What  a  different  place  this  here  rock's  got  to  be,  sir,  from 
what  it  was  when  you  and  I  was  floating  sea-weed,  and  rafting 
loam  to  it,  to  make  a  melon  or  a  cjicumbcr  bed !  Times  is 
changed;  sir,  and  we're  now  at  war.  Then  it  was  all  peace  and 
quiet ;  and  now  it's  all  hubbub  and  disturbance." 

**  We  have  got  our  wives  here  now,  and  that,  I  think,  you'll 
admit  is  something,  Bob,  when  you  remember  the  pains  taken 
by  yourself  to  bring  so  great  a  happiness  about." 

**  Why,  yes,  sir — I'll  allow  the  wives  is  something" — 

"  Ship  ahoy !"  hailed  a  voice  in  good  English,  and  in  the 
most  approved  seaman-like  tones  of  the  voice. 

The  hail  came  from  the  margin  of  the  island  nearest  to  the 
reef,  or  that  which  was  connected  with  the  latter  by  means  of 
the  bridge,  but  not  from  a  point  very  near  the  latter. 


nlj  inarcy !"  exclaimed  Belts,  "  wtat 
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"In  tbe  name  uf  hca 
can  til  at  mean,  governoi 

"  I  know  that  voice,"  said  Mark,  hurriedly ;  "  and  Uie  whole 
matter  begins  to  clear  up  to  me.     Who  bails  the  Raiicocna )" 

"  1b  that  ship  the  RancocuB,  then  f"  answered  the  Toice  from 
tlie  islntjd. 

"  The  Rancocus,  and  no  other — are  you  not  Bill  Brovn,  hec 
I;ito  carponter  J" 

''  The  very  same,  God  hlcsa  you,  Mr.  Woolston,  for  I  noir 
kni>w  your  voice,  too.  I'm  Bill,  and  right  down  glad  am  I  to 
have  thiiigt  turn  out  ao,  I  half  suspected  tbe  tnith  «hen  1  saw 
a  sliip'a  *.pars  this  arternoon  in  this  place,  though  little  did  I 
tliink,  jcdtcniay,  of  ever  seeing  any  thing  more  of  the  old  'Co. 
CU3.     Can  you  give  me  a  cast  across  this  bit  of  a  ferry,  sir !" 

"Are  you  iilune,  Bill — or  who  have  you  for  companions!" 

"  Tticre's  two  on  us,  sir,  only — Jim  Wattles  and  I— «even  on 
us  WM  saved  iu  the  laiiuch ;  Mr.  Hillson  and  the  supercargo  both 
dyiug  afore   we   reached  the   land,  as   did   tbe   other 
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As  Brown  was  a  valoable  man,  and  one  whose  word  he  had 
always  relied  on,  Mark  did  not  hesitate,  bnt  told  him  the  direc- 
tion to  the  bridge,  where  he  and  Betts  met  him  and  Wattles, 
after  each  of  the  parties  had  believed  the  others  to  be  dead  now 
folly  three  years ! 

The  two  recovered  seamen  of  the  Rancocus  were  alone,  hav- 
ing acted  in  perfect  good  faith  with  their  former  officer,  who 
led  them  to  the  awning,  gave  them  some  refreshment,  and 
heard  their  story.  The  account  given  by  Jones  for  the  first 
time  that  very  day,  turned  out  to  be  essentially  true.  When 
the  launch  was  swept  away  from  the  ship,  it  drove  down  to 
leeward,  passing  at  no  great  distance  from  the  crater,  of  which 
the  men  in  her  got  a  glimpse,  without  being  able  to  reach  it. 
The  attention  of  Hillson  was  mainly  given  to  keeping  the  boat 
from  filling  or  capsizing ;  and  this  furnished  abundance  of  oc- 
cupation. The  launch  got  into  one  of  the  channels,  and  by 
observing  the  direction,  which  was  nearly  east  and  west,  it 
succeeded  in  passing  through  all  the  dangers,  coming  out  to 
leeward  of  the  shoals.  As  everybody  believed  that  the  ship 
was  hopelessly  lost,  no  effort  was  made  to  get  back  to  the  spot 
where  she  had  been  left.  No  island  appearing,  Hillson  deter- 
mined to  run  off  to  the  westward,  trusting  to  fall  in  with  land 
of  some  sort  or  other.  The  provisions  and  water  were  soon 
consumed,  and  then  came  the  horrors  usual  to  such  scenes  at 
sea.  Hillson  was  one  of  the  first  that  perished,  his  previous 
excesses  unfitting  him  to  endure  privation.  But  seven  survived 
when  the  launch  reached  an  island  in  Waally's  part  of  the 
group,  so  often  mentioned.  There  they  fell  into  the  hands  of 
that  turbulent  and  warlike  chief.  Waally  made  the  seamen  his 
slaves,  treating  them  reasonably  well,  but  exacting  of  them  the 
closest  attention  to  his  interests.  Brown,  as  a  ship-carpenter, 
soon  became  a  favorite,  and  was  employed  in  fashioninf^r  craft 
that  it  was  thought  might  be  useful  in  carrying  out  the  ambi- 
tious projects  of  his  master.  The  men  were  kept  on  a  small 
island,  and  were  watched  like  any  other  treasure,  having  no 
opportunity  to  commnnicate  with  any  of  those  whites  who  i^ 
13 


jitiired  in  other  parta  of  the  group.  Thus,  while  BctU  passed 
two  montha  with  Ooroony,  and  Ileaton  and  his  party  neariv  as 
much  more  time,  these  sailors,  who  heard  of  such  visitors,  could 
never  get  acccsa  to  them.  This  was  partly  owing  to  the  hostili- 
tiusbctween  the  two  chiefs— Ooroony  being  then  in  the  ascendant 
— and  partly  owing  to  the  special  projects  of  W'aally,  who,  by 
keeping  Ills  prisoners  busily  CTnployed  on  his  fleet,  looked  forward 
to  the  success  which,  in  fact,  crowned  his  efforts  against  his  rival. 
At  length  Wanlly  undertook  the  expedition  which  had  ap- 
peared in  such  force  beneath  the  clitfs  of  the  peak.  By  this 
time,  Drown  had  become  so  great  a  favorite,  that  he  was  per- 
mitted to  accompany  the  chief,  and  Wattles  was  brought 
along  as  a  companion  for  his  shipmate.  The  remaining  fivo 
were  left  behind,  to  complete  a  craft  on  which  they  had  now 
been  long  employed,  and  which  was  intended  to  be  the  invinci- 
ble war-canoe  of  those  regions.  Brown  and  Wattles  had  been 
in  Wufilly'a  own  canoe  when  the  terrible  echoes  so  much  alarmed 
the  uninstnictcd  beings  who  heard  it.     They  described  them  as 
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that  portions  of  the  wreck  might  still  be  found  on  the  reef,  and 
become  the  means  of  effecting  his  escape  from  the  hands  of  his 
tyrants.  Waally  listened  to  his  statements  and  conjectures 
with  the  utmost  attention,  and  the  whole  fleet  put  to  sea  the 
very  next  day,  in  quest  of  this  treasure.  After  paddling  to 
windward  again,  until  the  peak  was  fairly  in  sight,  Brown 
steered  to  the  north-east,  a  course  that  brought  him  out,  after 
twenty-four  hours  of  toil,  under  the  lee  of  the  group  of  the 
ree£  This  discovery,  of  itself,  filled  Waally  with  exultation  and 
pride.  Here  were  no  cliffs  to  scale,  no  mysterious  mountain 
to  appal,  nor  any  visible  obstacle  to  oppose  his  conquests.  It 
is  true,  that  the  newly-discovered  territory  did  not  appear  to 
be  of  much  value,  little  besides  naked  rock,  or  broad  fields  of 
mud  and  sea-weed  intermingled,  rewarding  their  first  researches. 
But  better  things  were  hoped  for.  It  was  something  to  men 
whose  former  domains  were  so  much  circumscribed  and  gird- 
ed by  the  ocean,  to  find  even  a  foundation  for  a  new  empire. 
Brown  was  now  consulted  as  to  every  step  to  be  taken,  and  his 
advice  was  implicitly  followed.  Columbus  was  scarcely  a  greater 
man,  for  the  time  being,  at  the  court  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella, 
than  Bill  Brown  immediately  became  at  the  court  of  Waally. 
His  words  were  received  as  prophecies,  his  opinions  as  oracles. 
Honest  Bill,  who  anticipated  no  more  from  his  discoveries 
than  the  acquisition  of  certain  portions  of  wood,  iron,  and  cop- 
per, with,  perhaps,  the  addition  of  a  little  rigging,  certain  sails, 
and  an  anchor  or  two,  acted,  at  first,  for  the  best  interests  of  his 
master.  He  led  the  fleet  along  the  margin  of  the  group  until  a 
convenient  harbor  was  found.  Into  this  all  the  canoes  entered, 
and  a  sandy  beach,  supplying  fresh  water  in  abundance,  having 
been  found,  an  encampment  was  made  for  the  night.  Several 
hours  of  daylight  remaining,  however,  when  these  great  pre- 
liminary steps  had  been  taken.  Brown  proposed  to  Waally  an 
exploring  expedition  in  a  couple  of  the  handiest  of  the  ca- 
noes. The  people  thus  employed  were  those  who  had  given 
the  alarm  to  the  governor.  On  that  occasion,  not  only  was  the 
boat  seen,  but  the  explorers  were  near  enough  to  the  reef  to 
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discover  not  only  the  crater,  but  the  spara  of  the  sbip.  Here, 
then,  was  a  discovery  scarcely  less  important  than  that  of  the 
group  it.icif  1  After  reasoning  on  the  facta,  Waaliy  came  lo  the 
conclusion  tlint  these,  after  ail,  were  the  territories  that  HcatOD 
and  his  pnrty  Ijad  come  to  seek,  and  that  here  he  shontd  fiod 
those  cows  ivhioh  he  had  once  seen,  and  which  he  coveted  more 
tlian  any  other  riches  on  earth.  Ooroony  had  been  weak 
enough  to  allow  strangers  in  possefsioD  of  tbings  so  valuable  to 
pusa  through  kit  islands  ;  hut  ke,  Waallv,  was  not  the  man  to 
iuillnte  this  folly.  Brown,  too,  began  to  think  that  the  while 
men  sought  wore  to  be  found  here,  Tiiat  wliitea  were  in  the 
group,  was  plain  enough  by  the  ship,  and  he  supposed  they 
might  be  fi^^liing  for  the  pearl-oyster,  or  gathering  b&che-lc-inar 
for  the  Canlon  market.  It  was  just  possible  that  a  colony  had 
eatjiblished  itself  in  this  unfrequented  place,  and  that  the  party 
of  which  he  had  heard  so  much  bad  como  hither  with  their 
stores  and  herds.  Not  the  smallest  siis-iicion  at  first  crossed 
hi'i  raiiid  tliiit  he  there  beheld  the  spars  of  the  Rancocus  ;   but 
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tain  the  character  of  those  unknown  colonists  by  signs  under- 
stood best  by  themselves. 

Such  is  a  brief  outline  of  the  explanations  that  the  two  recov- 
ered seamen  made  to  their  former  officer.  In  return,  the  gov- 
ernor as  briefly  related  to  them  the  manner  in  which  the  ship 
bad  been  saved,  and  the  history  of  the  colony  down  to  that  mo- 
ment. When  both  tales  had  been  told,  a  consultation  on  the 
subject  of  future  proceedings  took  place,  quite  as  a  matter  of 
course.  Brown  and  his  companion,  though  delighted  to  meet 
their  old  shipmates,  were  greatly  disappointed  in  not  finding  a 
sea-going  vessel  ready  to  receive  them.  They  did  not  scruple 
to  say  that  had  they  known  the  actual  state  of  things  on  the 
reef,  they  would  not  have  left  the  savages,  but  trusted  to  being 
of  more  service  even  to  their  natural  friends,  by  continuing  with 
Waally,  in  their  former  relation,  than  by  taking  the  step  they 
had.  Repentance,  or  regrets,  however,  came  too  late ;  and  now 
they  were  fairly  in  for  it,  neither  expressed  any  other  determina- 
tion than  to  stand  by  the  service  into  which  they  had  just  en- 
tered, honestly,  if  not  quite  as  gladly  as  they  had  anticipated. 

The  governor  and  Betts  both  saw  that  Brown  and  Wattles 
entertained  a  high  respect  for  the  military  prowess  of  the  In- 
dian chief.  Tliey  pronounced  him  to  be  not  only  a  bold,  but 
an  adroit  warrior ;  one  full  of  resources  and  ingenuity,  when 
his  means  were  taken  into  the  account.  The  number  of  men 
with  him,  however.  Brown  assured  Mark,  was  less  than  nine 
hundred,  instead  of  exceeding  a  thousand,  as  had  been  sup- 
posed from  the  count  made  on  the  clitTs.  As  it  now  was  ex- 
plained, a  great  many  women  were  in  the  canoes.  Waally, 
moreover,  was  not  altogether  without  fire-arms.  He  was  mastoi 
of  a  dozen  old,  imperfect  muskets,  and  what  was  more,  he  had 
a  four-pound  gun.  Ammunition,  however,  was  very  scarce,  and 
of  shot  for  his  gun  he  had  but  three.  Each  of  these  shots  had 
been  fired  several  times,  in  his  wars  with  Ooroony,  and  days 
had  been  spent  in  hunting  them  up,  after  they  had  done  their 
work,  and  of  replacing  them  in  the  chiefs  magazine.  Brown 
could  not  say  that  they  had  done  much  mischief,  having,  in 


every  instance,  been  fired  at  long  distancea,  and  with  a  ytay 
uiicerUiin  aim.  The  business  of  sighting  guns  was  not  very 
well  uucicrstood  by  the  great  maaa  of  Christians,  half  a  centnry 
since  ;  and  it  i^  not  at  all  surprising  that  aavagea  should  know 
little  or  nothing  about  it.  Waally's  gunners,  according  to 
Brown's  account  of  the  matter,  eould  never  be  made  to  under- 
st:ind  that  the  bore  of  a  gun  was  not  OKactiy  parallel  to  ila 
exterior  surface,  and  they  invariably  aimed  too  high,  by  sigbt- 
ing  along  the  upper  side  of  the  piece.  This  same  fault  is  very 
common  with  the  ineKperienced  in  using  a  musket;  for,  aniions 
to  get  a  sight  of  the  end  of  their  piece,  tliey  usually  stick  it  up 
into  the  air  and  overshoot  their  object.  It  was  the  opinion  of 
Brown,  on  the  whole,  that  little  was  to  be  apprehended  from 
Wimlly's  fire-arms.  The  apear  and  elub  were  the  we-apons  to 
be  dreaded  ;  niiJ  with  these  the  islanders  were  said  to  be  very 
expert.  But  the  disparity  in  numbers  was  the  main  ground  of 
apprehension. 

AVhcn  Brown  was  told  how  near  the  schooner  was  to  being 
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daughter  had  been  bom ;  and  in  that  ship  Bridget  loved  still 
to  dwell,  even  more  than  she  affected  all  the  glories  of  the 
Eden  of  the  peak.  That  ship  was  not  to  be  given  up  to  sav- 
ages without  a  struggle.  Nor  did  Mark  believe  any  thing  would 
be  gained  by  depriving  the  men  of  their  rest  during  the  accus- 
tomed hours.  Early  in  the  morning,  with  the  light  itself,  he 
did  intend  to  have  Bigelow  under  the  schooner's  bottom  ;  but 
he  saw  no  occasion  for  his  working  in  the  dark.  Launching 
was  a  delicate  business,  and  some  accident  might  happen  in  the 
obscurity.  After  talking  the  matter  over,  therefore,  all  hands 
retired  to  rest,  leaving  one  woman  at  the  crater,  and  one  on 
board  the  ship,  on  the  look-out ;  women  being  preferred  to 
men,  on  this  occasion,  in  order  that  the  latter  might  reserve 
their  strength  for  the  coming  struggle. 

At  the  appointed  hour  next  morning,  every  one  on  the  reef 
was  astir  at  the  first  peep  of  day.  No  disturbance  had  occurred 
in  the  night,  and,  what  is  perhaps  a  little  remarkable,  the  fe- 
male sentinels  had  not  given  any  false  alarm.  As  soon  as  a 
look  from  the  Summit  gave  the  governor  reason  to  believe  that 
Waally  was  not  very  near  him,  he  ordered  preparations  to  be 
made  for  the  launch  of  the  Friend  Abraham  White.  A  couple 
of  hours'  work  was  still  required  to  complete  the  desirable  task; 
and  everybody  set  about  his  or  her  assigned  duty  with  activity 
and  zeal.  Some  of  the  women  prepared  the  breakfast ;  ethers 
earned  ammunition  to  the  different  guns,  while  Betts  went 
round  and  loaded  them,  one  and  all ;  and  others,  again,  picked 
up  such  articles  of  value  as  had  been  overlooked  in  the  haste  of 
the  previous  evening,  carrying  them  either  into  the  crater,  or 
on  board  the  ship. 

On  examining  his  fortifications  by  daylight,  the  governor 
resolved  to  set  up  something  more  secure  in  the  way  of  a  gate 
for  the  crater.  He  also  called  off  two  or  three  of  the  men  to 
get  out  the  boarding-netting  of  the  ship,  which  was  well  pro- 
vided in  that  respect ;  a  good  provision  having  been  made,  by 
way  of  keeping  the  Feejee  people  at  arms'  length.  These  two 
extraordinary  ofiSces  delayed  the  work  on  the  ways ;  and  when 
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tl]P  whole  colony  went  to  breakfast,  which  they  did  aboat  an 
hour  after  Bmirise,  the  schooner  was  not  yet  in  the  water, 
though  quite  rencij-  to  be  put  there.  Mark  announced  ibat 
tlii^re  was  no  occasion  to  be  in  a  huny;  no  canoes  were  io 
sight,  and  there  was  time  to  have  every  thing  done  deliberatdy 
and  in  order. 

This  security  came  very  near  proving  fatal  to  the  whole  par- 
ty. Most  of  the  men  breakfasted  under  the  awning,  which  wa> 
near  their  work  ;  vthile  the  women  took  that  meal  in  their  re- 
active qnarters.  Some  of  the  Ia«t  were  in  the  crater,  luid 
Bcimc  in  the  ship.  It  nill  be  remembered  that  the  awning  waa 
erected  near  the  spring,  and  that  the  spring  was  bat  a  short  ■)!«- 
tauce  from  the  bridge.  This  bridge,  it  will  also  be  recollected, 
connected  the  reef  with  an  island  that  stretched  away  for  mile% 
and  which  had  formed  the  original  range  for  the  swine,  after 
tiie  changes  that  succeeded  the  eruption.  It  was  composed  of 
merely  two  long  ship's  planks,  the  passage  being  only  some 
fii'lj  or  sixty  feet  in  width. 
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The  governor  behaved  admirably  on  this  trying  occasion. 
He  issued  his  orders  clearly,  calmly,  and  promptly.  Calling  on 
Bigelow  and  Jones  by  name,  he  ordered  them  to  withdraw  the 
bridge,  which  could  easily  be  done  by  hauling  over  the  planka 
by  means  of  wheels  that  had  long  been  fitted  for  that  purpose. 
The  bridge  withdrawn,  the  channel,  or  harbor,  answered  all  the 
purposes  of  a  ditch ;  though  the  South  Sea  islanders  would  think 
but  little  of  swimming  across  it  Of  course,  Waally's  men 
knew  nothing  of  this  bridge,  nor  did  they  know  of  the  exist- 
ence of  the  basin  between  them  and  their  prey.  They  rushed 
directly  toward  the  ship-yard,  and  loud  were  their  yells  of  dis- 
appointment when  they  found  a  broad  reach  of  water  still 
separating  them  from  the  whites.  Naturally  they  looked  for  the 
point  of  connection  ;  but,  by  this  time,  the  planks  were  wheeled 
in,  and  the  communication  was  severed.  At  this  instant, 
Waally  had  all  his  muskets  discharged,  and  the  gun  fired  from 
the  catamaran,  on  which  it  was  mounted.  No  one  was  injured 
by  this  volley,  but  a  famous  noise  was  made  ;  and  noise  passed 
for  a  good  deal  in  the  warfare  of  that  day  and  region. 

It  was  now  the  turn  of  the  colonists.  At  the  first  alarm 
everybody  rushed  to  arms^  and  every  post  was  manned,  or 
womanedy  in  a  minute.  On  the  poop  of  the  ship  was  planted 
one  of  the  cannon,  loaded  with  grape,  and  pointed  so  as  to 
sweep  the  strait  of  the  bridge.  It  is  true,  the  distance  was  fully 
a  mile,  but  Betts  had  elevated  the  gun  with  a  view  to  its  send- 
ing its  missiles  as  far  as  was  necessary.  The  other  carronades 
on  the  Summit  were  pointed  so  as  to  sweep  the  portion  of  the 
hog  pasture  that  was  nearest,  and  which  was  now  swarming 
with  enemies.  Waally,  himself,  was  in  front,  and  was  evidently 
selecting  a  party  that  was  to  swim  for  the  sandy  beach,  a  sort 
of  forlorn  hope.  No  time  was  to  be  lost.  Juno,  a  perfect  hero- 
ine in  her  way,  stood  by  the  gun  on  the  poop,  while  Dido  was 
at  those  on  the  Summit,  each  brandishing,  or  blowing  a  lighted 
match.  The  governor  made  the  preconcerted  signal  to  the  last, 
and  she  applied  the  match.  Away  went  the  grape,  rattling 
along  the  surface  of  the  opposite  rocks,  and  damaging  at  least 
13* 


a  dozen  of  Waally's  men.  Throe  wore  killed  outright,  and  the 
woiiuds  of  the  rest  were  veiy  serioaa.'  A  yell  followed,  «ud  a 
vnung  cliief  riishcJ  toward  the  strait,  with  friintic  cries,  as  if 
b«rit  on  leaping  ucroas  the  chasiii.  Uc  was  fiillowed  by  a  han- 
drt'd  wurriors.  Mark  now  made  the  atgnal  to  Juno.  Not  a 
tiiumcnt  WHS  lost  by  the  undaunted  girl,  who  touched  off  her 
gnu  in  the  very  nick  of  time.  Down  catiie  the  grape,  liissiug 
iiloDg  the  reef;  and,  rebounding  from  its  surfate,  away  it  leaped 
iicrosa  the  strait,  flying  through  the  thi(^kest  of  the  assailants. 
A  dozen  more  suffered  by  that  dischai^.  Waally  now  saw 
that  a  orisiH  was  reached,  and  his  cffortis  t<>  recover  tlie  ground 
lost  were  worthy  of  hia  reputation,  Cathng  to  the  swiiimicre, 
he  succeeded  in  getting  them  down  into  the  wat«r  in  8<^orca. 

The  governor  had  ordered  those  near  him  to  their  stations. 
This  took  Jones  and  liigelow  on  hoard  the  Abraham,  where 
two  carronades  were  pointed  through  the  stern  ports,  forming  a 
battery  to  rake  the  hog  pasture,  which  it  was  foreseen  must  be 
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for  savages  to  resist.  Waally  was  instantly  routed.  His  main 
body  retreated  into  the  coves  of  the  channel,  where  their  ca- 
noes lay,  while  the  swimmers  and  stragglers  got  out  of  harm's 
way  in  the  best  manner  they  could. 

Not  a  moment  was  to  be  lost.  The  Abraham  was  brought 
np  by  a  hawser,  as  is  usual,  and  was  immediately  boarded  by 
Mark,  Brown,  and  Wattles.  This  gave  her  a  crew  of  five  men, 
who  were  every  way  equal  to  handling  her.  Betts  was  left  in 
command  of  the  reef,  with  the  remainder  of  the  forces.  To 
make  sail  required  but  two  minutes,  and  Mark  was  soon  under 
way,  rounding  Loam  Island — or  what  had  once  been  Loam  Island, 
for  it  was  now  connected  with  the  hog  pasture — in  order  to  get 
into  the  reach  where  Waally  had  his  forces.  This  reach  was 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide,  and  gave  room  for  manoeuvring.  Al- 
though the  schooner  bore  down  to  the  assault  with  a  very  de- 
termined air,  it  was  by  no  means  Mark^s  cue  to  come  to  close 
quarters.  Being  well  to  windward,  with  plenty  of  room,  he 
kept  the  Abraham  tacking,  yawing,  waring,  and  executing  other 
of  the  devices  of  nautical  delay,  while  his  men  loaded  and  fired 
her  guns  as  fast  as  they  could.  There  was  more  noise  and 
smoke  than  there  was  bloodshed,  as  commonly  happens  on  such 
occasions ;  but  these  sufficed  to  secure  the  victory.  The  sav- 
ages were  soon  in  a  real  panic,  and  no  authority  of  Waally' s 
could  check  their  flight.  Away  they  paddled  to  leeward,  strain- 
ing every  nerve  to  get  away  from  pursuers,  whom  they  suppos- 
ed to  be  murderously  bent  on  killing  them  to  a  man.  A  more 
unequivocal  flight  never  occurred  in  war. 

Although  the  governor  was  much  in  earnest,  he  was  not  half 
as  bloodthirsty  as  his  fleeing  enemies  imagined.  Every  dictate 
of  prudence  told  him  not  to  close  with  the  canoes  until  he  had 
plenty  of  sea-room.  The  course  they  were  steering  would  take 
them  all  out  of  the  group,  into  the  open  water,  in  the  course 
of  three  or  four  hours,  and  ho  determined  to  follow  at  a  con- 
venient distance,  just  hastening  the  flight  by  occasional  hints 
from  his  guns.  In  this  manner,  the  people  of  the  Abraham 
had  much  the  easiest  time  of  it,  for  they  did  little  besides  sail, 
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V  hilc  the  savages  had  to  use  all  tlieir  paddles  to  keep  ont  of  tbe 
Bcliijoncr's  wjiy  ;  they  sailed,  also,  but  their  epocd  under  Ihwr 
coiroaruut  canvas  waa  not  sufficient  to  keep  clear  of  the  Friend 
AtiDihaiTi  White,  which  proved  to  be  a  very  fast  vcs&el,  a«  well 
as  une  easily  handled. 

At  length,  Waally  found  his  fleet  io  tbe  open  ocean,  where 
he  trusted  the  chose  would  end.  But  he  had  greatly  mistaken 
the  course  of  events,  in  applying  thnl  "flattering  nncUon."  It 
wns  now  thnt  the  governor  coiniuenccd  tbe  cha»c  to  good 
earnest,  nctuidly  running  down  three  of  the  canoes,  and  making 
prisoners  of  one  of  the  crews.  In  tliiB  canoe  was  h  young  war- 
rior, ivhom  Bill  Brown  and  Wattles  at  oaee  recognized  as  a 
fiivorite  son  of  the  chief.  Here  was  a  most  imporlnnt  conquest, 
and  Mark  turned  it  to  account.  He  selected  n  proper  agent 
fcom  among  the  captiTes,  and  sent  him  with  a  paliu-branch  to 
Waally  himself,  with  proposals  for  an  exehaiigp.  There  was  no 
difficulty  in  communicating,  since  Brown  and  Wattles  both 
spoke  the  lanpuage  of  the  natives  with  great  fiui'ney.      Three 
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hours  of  subterfuges,  artifices,  and  tricks,  the  former  prevailed, 
and  a  treaty  was  made.  Agreeably  to  its  conditions,  the 
schooner  was  to  pilot  the  fleet  of  canoes  to  Bettors  group, 
which  could  easily  be  done,  as  Mark  knew  not  only  its  bearings, 
but  its  latitude  and  longitude.  As  soon  as  this  was  effected, 
Waally  engaged  to  send  a  messenger  for  the  seamen,  and  to  re- 
main himself  on  board  the  Abraham  until  the  exchange  was 
completed.  The  chief  wished  to  attach  terms,  by  which  the 
colonists  were  to  aid  him  in  more  effectually  putting  down 
Ooroony,  who  was  checked  rather  than  conquered ;  but  Mark 
refused  to  listen  to  any  such  proposition.  He  was  more  dis- 
posed to  aid,  than  to  overcome  the  kind-hearted  Ooroony,  and 
made  up  his  mind  to  have  an  interview  with  him  before  he  re- 
turned from  the  intended  voyage. 

Some  delay  would  have  occurred,  to  enable  Mark  to  let 
Bridget  know  of  his  intended  absence,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
solicitude  of  Betts.  Finding  the  sails  of  the  schooner  had 
gone  out  of  sight  to  leeward.  Bob  manned  the  Neshamony, 
and  followed  as  a  support  In  the  event  of  a  wreck,  for  in- 
stance, his  presence  might  have  been  of  the  last  importance. 
He  got  alongside  of  the  Abraham  just  as  the  treaty  was  con- 
cluded, and  was  in  time  to  carry  back  the  news  to  the  crater, 
where  he  might  expect  still  to  arrive  that  evening.  With  this 
arrangement,  therefore,  the  parties  separated,  Betts  beating 
back,  through  the  channels  of  the  reef,  and  the  governor  lead- 
ing off  to  the  northward  and  westward,  under  short  canvas ;  all 
of  Waally' s  canoes  catamarans,  etc,  following  about  a  mile 
astern  of  him. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 


Wc  put— to  m 


Tbb  Abraham  wont  under  short  cHavn,s,  and  sbe  was  just  three 
days,  ninoing  di^ad  before  the  wind,  ere  she  camo  in  sight  of 
\V.ialK''s  islands.  He-aring-to  to  windward  of  the  group,  the  ca- 
nocH  nil  passed  iiitit  their  rcitpective  harbors,  leaving  the  schooner 
in  UieofRng,  ivilhtlie  hostages  on  board,  wailinff  for  the  fulfilment 
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tlie  treaty  so  far  as  to  overturn  Ooroony  altogether,  and  thus  se- 
cure to  their  two  selves  the  control  of  all  that  region.  Woolstou 
inquired  of  Waally  in  what  he  should  be  benefited  by  such  a 
policy ;  when  the  wily  savage  told  him,  with  the  gravest  face 
imaginable,  that  he,  Mark,  might  retain,  in  addition  to  his  terri- 
tories at  the  reef,  Rancocus  Island !  The  governor  thanked  his 
fellow-potentate  for  this  hint,  and  now  took  occasion  to  assure 
him  that,  in  future,  each  and  all  of  Waally's  canoes  must  keep 
away  from  Rancocus  Island  altogether ;  that  island  belonged  to 
him,  and  if  any  more  expeditions  visited  it,  the  call  should  be 
returned  at  Waally' s  habitations.  This  answer  brought  on  an 
angry  discussion,  in  which  Waally,  once  or  twice,  forgot  him- 
self a  little ;  and  when  he  took  his  leave,  it  was  not  in  the  best 
humor  possible. 

Mark  now  deliberated  on  the  state  of  things  around  him. 
Jones  knew  Ooroony  well,  having  been  living  in  his  territories 
until  they  were  overrun  by  his  powerful  enemy,  and  the  gov- 
ernor sent  him  to  find  that  chief,  using  a  captured  canoe,  of 
which  they  had  kept  two  or  three  alongside  of  the  schooner, 
for  the  purpose.  Jones,  who  was  a  sworn  friend  of  the  unfor- 
tunate chief,  went  as  negotiator.  Care  was  taken  to  land  at  the 
right  place,  under  cover  of  the  Abraham's  guns,  and,  in  six  hours, 
Mark  had  the  real  gratification  of  taking  Ooroony — good,  honest, 
upright  Ooroony — by  the  hand,  on  the  quarter-deck  of  his  own 
vessel.  Much  as  the  chief  had  suffered  and  lost,  within  the  last 
two  years,  a  gleam  of  returning  happiness  shone  on  him  when 
he  placed  his  foot  on  the  deck  of  the  schooner.  His  reception 
by  the  governor  was  honorable,  and  even  touching.  Mark 
thanked  him  for  his  kindness  to  his  wife,  to  his  sister,  to 
Heaton,  and  to  his  friend  Bob.  In  point  of  fact,  without  this 
kindness,  he,  Woolston,  might  then  have  been  a  solitary  hermit, 
without  the  means  of  getting  access  to  any  of  his  fellow- 
creatures,  and  doomed  to  remain  in  that  condition  all  his  days. 
The  obligation  was  now  frankly  admitted,  and  Ooroony  shed 
tears  of  joy  when  he  thus  found  that  his  good  deeds  were  re- 
membered and  appreciated* 
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It  has  long  been  a  question  witli  moralists,  whether  or  not 
good  anJ  evil  bring  their  rewards  snU  punislinieiita  in  this 
slate  of  beinf^'.  While  it  might  be  dangerous  to  infer  the  atlii- 
mative  of  this  mooted  point,  as  it  would  bo  cutting  off  the 
future  and  its  eon&eqncDccs  from  those  whose  real  hopes  and 
funrs  ought  to  be  mainljr  concentrated  in  the  Ufe  that  is  to  come, 
it  would  svcni  to  be  presuming  to  suppose  that  principles  liLe 
these  a\Ki  can  be  nugatory  in  tiie  control  even  of  our  daily 


ll  it  be  true  that  God  "  visits  the  sius  of  the  fathers  upon  the 
chil  IriLi  (viii  lo  the  third  and  fourth  generations  of  them  that 
liute  him,  and  that  the  seed  of  the  righteous  man  is  never  seen 
begging  hit  brtad,  there  is  much  reason  to  believe  that  a  por- 
tion ul  our  trail sgrcssio us  is  to  meet  with  its  punishment  here 
oil  earth  \\  l  think  nothing  can  be  more  apparent  than  the 
fact  that,  in  the  light  of  mere  worldly  expediency,  an  nprighl 
and  liigh-principled  course  leads  to  more  happiness  than  one 
that  is  the  reverse ;  and   if  "  honesty  is  the   best  policy,"'  kfter 
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ascendency  of  evil  in  this  cluster  of  remote  and  savage  islands 
was  owing  altogether  to  the  activity  and  audacity  of  a  few 
wicked  men,  rather  than  to  the  inclination  of  the  mass.  Tho 
people  greatly  preferred  the  mild  sway  of  their  lawful  chief,  to 
tho  violence  and  exactions  of  the  turhulent  warrior  who  had 
worked  his  way  into  the  ascendant ;  and  if  a  portion  of  the 
population  had,  unwittingly,  aided  the  latter  in  his  designs, 
under  the  momentary  impulses  of  a  love  of  change,  they  now 
fully  repented  of  their  mistake,  and  would  gladly  see  the  old 
condition  of  things  restored.  There  was  one  island,  in  partic- 
ular, which  might  be  considered  as  the  seat  of  power  in  the 
entire  group.  Ooroony  had  been  born  on  it,  and  it  had  long 
been  the  residence  of  his  family ;  but  Waally  succeeded  in  driv- 
ing him  off  it,  and  of  intimidating  its  people,  who,  in  secret, 
pined  for  the  return  of  their  ancient  rulers.  If  this  island 
coald  be  again  put  in  his  possession,  it  would,  itself,  give  the 
good  chief  such  an  accession  of  power,  as  would  place  him,  at 
once,  on  a  level  with  his  competitor,  and  bring  the  war  back  to 
a  struggle  on  equal  terms.  Could  this  be  done  with  the  assia- 
tance  of  the  schooner,  the  moral  effect  of  such  an  alliance  would, 
in  all  probability,  secure  Ooroony^ s  ascendency  as  long  as  such 
an  alliance  lasted. 

It  would  not  have  been  easy  to  give  a  clearer  illustration  of 
the  truth  that  "  knowledge  is  power,"  than  the  case  now  before 
OS  affords.  Here  was  a  small  vessel,  of  less  than  a  hundred 
tons  in  measurement,  with  a  crew  of  twelve  men,  and  armed 
with  three  guns,  that  was  not  only  deemed  to  be  sufficient,  but 
which  was,  in  fact,  amply  sufficient  to  change  a  dynasty  among 
a  people  who  counted  their  hosts  in  thousands.  The  expe- 
dients of  civilized  life  gave  the  governor  this  ascendency, 
and  he  determined  to  use  it  justly,  and  in  moderation.  It  was 
his  wish  to  avoid  bloodshed ;  and  after  learning  all  the  facts 
he  could,  he  set  about  his  task  coolly  and  with  prudence. 

The  first  thing  done,  was  to  carry  tho  schooner  in,  within 
reach  of  shot  of  Waally's  principal  fortress,  where  his  ruling 
chiefs  resided,  and  which,  in  fact,  was  the  hold  where  about  a 
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hundred  of  ilia  followers  dwelt — fellows  that  kept  the  wholo 
island  in  fonr,  and  who  reuitered  it  Bubserviciit  to  Waally's 
wishes.  This  fortress,  fort,  or  whatever  it  should  be  calicd,  was 
then  RuminoueiJ,  its  chief  being  commanded  to  quit,  not  only 
the  hold,  but  the  islsod  altogether.  The  answer  was  a  defiance. 
As  time  was  giveu  for  the  reception  of  this  reply,  measures  had 
been  taken  to  support  the  summons  by  a  traitable  degree  of 
cuticcrt  and  activity.  Ooroony  landed  in  person,  aad  got  among 
bis  friends  on  the  island,  who,  asGured  of  the  support  of  the 
sehooncr,  took  up  arms  to  a  man,  and  appeared  iu  a  force  that, 
of  itself,  was  sufficient  Ui  drive  Waally's  men  into  the  sea. 
Nevertheless,  the  last  made  a  show  of  resistance  uati!  the  gover- 
nor  Sied  his  six-pounder  at  them.  The  shot  passed  through 
the  wooden  pickets,  and,  though  it  hurt  no  one,  it  made  such  a 
clatter,  that  the  chief  in  command  scat  out  a  palm-branch,  and 
siibiuitted.  This  bloodless  conquest  caused  a  revolution  at 
once,  in  several  of  the  less  important  islands,  and  in  eight-and- 
forty  hours,  Ouroony  found  himself  where  he   bad  been  when 
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months,  when  it  was  understood  that  the  schooner  was  to  re- 
turn and  take  it  in.  These  arrangements  completed,  the  Friend 
Ahraham  White  sailed  for  home. 

Instead  of  entangling  himself  in  the  channels  to  leeward, 
Mark  made  the  land  well  to  the  northward,  entering  the  group 
by  a  passage  that  led  him  quite  down  to  the  reef,  as  the  origi- 
nal island  was  now  uniformly  called,  with  a  flowing  sheet.  Of 
course  the  schooner  was  seen  an  hour  before  she  arrived,  and 
everybody  was  out  on  the  reef  to  greet  the  adventurers.  Fears 
mingled  with  the  other  manifestations  of  joy,  when  the  result 
of  this  great  enterprise  came  to  be  knowD.  Mark  had  a  deli- 
cious moment  when  he  folded  the  sobbing  Bridget  to  his  heart, 
and  Friend  Martha  was  overcome  in  a  way  that  it  was  not  usual 
for  her  to  betray  feminine  weakness. 

Everybody  exulted  in  the  success  of  the  colony,  and  it  was 
hoped  that  the  future  would  be  as  quiet  as  it  was  secure. 

But  recent  events  began  to  give  the  governor  trouble,  on 
other  accounts.  The  accession  to  his  numbers,  as  well  as  the 
fact  that  these  men  were  seamen,  and  had  belonged  to  the  Ran- 
cocus,  set  him  thinking  on  the  subject  of  his  duty  to  the  own- 
ers of  that  vessel.  So  long  as  he  supposed  himself  to  be  a 
cast-away,  he  had  made  use  of  their  property  without  compunc- 
tion, but  circumstances  were  now  changed,  and  he  felt  it  to  be 
a  duty  seriously  to  reflect  on  the  possibility  of  doing  something 
for  the  benefit  of  those  who  had,  undesignedly  it  is  true,  con- 
tributed so  much  to  his  own  comfort  In  order  to  give  this 
important  subject  a  due  consideration,  as  well  as  to  relieve  the 
minds  of  those  at  the  peak,  the  Abraham  sailed  for  the  cove 
the  morning  after  her  arrival  at  the  reef.  Bridget  went  across 
to  pay  Anne  a  visit,  and  most  of  the  men  were  of  th&  party. 
The  Neshamony  had  carried  over  the  intelligence  of  Waally's 
repulse,  and  of  the  Abraham's  having  gone  to  that  chiefs 
island,  but  the  result  of  this  last  expedition  remained  to  bo 
communicated. 

The  run  was  made  in  six  hours^  and  the  Abraham  was  taken 
into  the  cove,  and  anchored  there,  just  as  easily  as  one  of  the 


Hmallcr  craft.  There  was  water  enough  for  any  thing  that 
floated,  tlic  principal  want  being  that  of  room,  though  there 
was  enough  even  of  room  to  receive  a  doKen  vessels  of  »\t6. 
The  place,  indeed,  was  a  snug,  natural  basin,  rather  than  a 
port,  but  art  could  not  have  made  it  safer,  or  even  much  more 
commodious.  It  was  all  so  small  an  inland  could  cfer  reqoira 
in  the  way  of  a  haven,  it  not  being  probable  that  the  trade  of 
the  place  would  reach  an  amount  that  the  ehipping  it  could  hold 
would  not  carry. 

The  governor  now  summoned  a  general  council  of  the  colony. 
The  seven  eeamen  attended,  ss  well  as  all  the  others,  one  or 
two  at  the  crater  encepted,  and  the  bnsiness  in  hand  was  to- 
tored  on  soberly,  and,  in  some  respects,  solemnly.  In  the  fint 
place,  the  constitution  and  intentions  of  the  colonists  were  ]aid 
before  the  seven  men,  and  they  were  asked  as  to  their  wishes 
for  the  future.  Four  of  these  men,  including  Brown,  at  once 
signed  ibe  constitution,  and  were  sworn  in  «»  citizens.  It  was 
ir  wi-h  til  pa-s  their  (hivs  in  that  delicious  climate,  and  amid 
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lifHng  the  vessel  eighteen  inches  or  two  feet,  and  of  thos  carry- 
ing her  over  the  rock  by  which  she  was  imprisoned.  Once 
liberated  from  that  place,  every  one  knew  there  woald  be  no 
difficulty  in  getting  the  ship  to  sea,  since  in  one  of  the  chan- 
nels, that  which  led  to  the  northward,  a  vessel  might  actually 
carry  ont  fully  five  fathoms,  or  quite  thirty  feet.  This  channel 
had  been  accurately  sounded  by  the  governor  himself,  and  of 
the  fact  he  was  well  assured.  Indeed,  he  had  sounded  most 
of  the  true  channels  around  the  reef.  By  true  channels  is 
meant  those  passages  that  led  from  the  open  water  quite  up  to 
the  crater,  or  which  admitted  the  passage  of  vessels,  or  boats ; 
while  the  false  were  culs  de  }<acy  through  which  there  were  no 
real  passages. 

The  possibility  thus  admitted  of  taking  the  Rancocus  to 
sea,  a  grave  question  of  conscience  arose.  The  property  be- 
longed to  certain  owners  in  Philadelphia,  and  was  it  not  a  duty 
to  take  it  there?  It  is  true,  Friend  Abraham  White  and  his 
partners  had  received  back  their  money  from  the  insurers — this 
fact  Bridget  remembered  to  have  heard  before  she  left  home  ; 
but  those  insurers,  then,  had  their  claims.  Now,  the  vessel 
was  still  sound  and  seaworthy.  Her  upper  works  might  re- 
quire caulking,  and  her  rigging  could  not  be  of  the  soundest ; 
but,  on  the  whole,  the  Rancocus  was  still  a  very  valuable  ship, 
and  a  voyage  might  be  made  for  her  yet.  The  governor 
thought  that  could  she  get  her  lower  hold  filled  with  sandal- 
wood, and  that  wood  be  converted  into  teas  at  Canton,  as 
much  would  be  made  as  would  render  every  one  contented 
with  the  result  of  the  close  of  the  voyage,  disastrous  as  had 
been  its  commencement  Then  Bridget  would  be  of  age 
shortly,  when  she  would  become  entitled  to  an  amount  of 
property  that,  properly  invested,  would  contribute  largely  to 
the  wealth  and  power  of  the  colony,  as  well  as  to  those  of  its 
governor. 

In  musing  on  all  these  plans,  Mark  had  not  the  least  idea  of 
abandoning  the  scheme  for  colonizing.  That  was  dearer  to 
him  now  than  ever;  nevertheless^  he  saw  obstacles  to  their 
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truili,  he 
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io  one  conld  navigatti  the  Rbip  but  himself;  :n 
the  only  proper  person  to  carry  her  hi*me,  and 
to  her  owners,  whowiBoever  those  might  now  be, 
not  conceal  from  himself  the  propriety,  as  well  n  . 
of  hiB  going  in  her  himself.  On  the  other  hand, 
what  migiit  not  be  the  consequences  to  the  colony,  of  hia  ab- 
sence for  twelve  months !  A  less  time  than  that  would  not 
suffice  to  do  all  that  was  required  to  be  done.  Could  he  take 
Bridget  with  him,  or  could  he  bear  to  leave  her  behind  1  Her 
presence  might  be  necessary  for  the  disposal  of  the  real  estate 
t  nhii-h  ihe  nus  the  mistress  while  her  quitting  the  colouy 
might  1  e  (he  signal  for  breaking  it  up  altogether,  under  the  ira- 
prcisi  n  that  thu  two  persons  most  interested  in  it  would  neret 

Dius  did  llie  management  of  this  whole  matter  become  ex- 
ceelingh  delicate      Heaton  and  Bctts,  and,  in  the  end,  all  the 
n  thnt  the  Rancoeus   ought   to  be  sent' 
iiefit  of  those  to  whom  she  r 


1  tor  tht  1. 
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ried  to  America,  no  one  belonging  to  her  was  yet  legally  exon- 
erated from  his  duties. 

After  weighing  all  these  points,  it  was  gravely  and  solemnly 
declared  that  an  effort  should  first  bo  made  to  get  the  ship  out 
of  her  present  duress,  and  that  the  question  of  future  proceed- 
ings should  then  be  settled  in  another  council.  In  the  mean- 
time, further  and  more  valuable  presents  were  to  be  sent  to  both 
Ooroony  and  Waally,  from  the  stores  of  beads,  knives,  axes,  etc., 
that  were  in  the  ship,  with  injunctions  to  them  to  get  as  much 
sandal-wood  as  was  possible  cut,  and  to  have  it  brought  down 
to  the  coast.  Bctts  was  to  carry  the  presents,  in  the  Neshamo- 
ny,  accompanied  by  Jones,  who  spoke  the  language,  when  he 
was  to  return  and  aid  in  the  work  upon  the  vessel. 

The  duty  enjoined  in  these  decisions  was  commenced  without 
delay.  Heaton  and  Unus  were  left  at  the  peak,  as  usual,  to 
look  after  things  in  that  quarter,  and  to  keep  the  mill  from  be- 
ing idle,  while  all  the  rest  of  the  men  returned  to  the  reef,  and 
set  about  the  work  on  the  ship.  The  first  step  taken  was  to 
send  down  all  the  spars  and  rigging  that  remained  aloft ;  after 
which  every  thing  was  got  up  out  of  the  hold,  and  rolled,  or 
dragged  ashore.  Of  cargo,  strictly  speaking,  the  Rancocus  had 
very  little  in  weight,  but  she  had  a  great  many  water-casks — 
four  or  five  times  as  many  as  would  have  been  put  into  her  in 
an  ordinary  voyage.  These  casks  had  all  been  filled  with  fresh 
water,  to  answer  the  double  purpose  of  a  supply  for  the  people, 
and  as  ballast  for  the  ship.  When  these  casks  were  all  got  on 
deck,  and  the  water  was  started,  it  was  found  that  the  vessel 
floated  several  inches  lighter  than  before.  The  sending  ashore 
of  the  spars,  sails,  rigging,  lumber,  provisions,  etc.,  produced  a 
still  further  effect,  and,  after  carefully  comparing  the  soundings, 
and  the  present  draught  of  the  vessel,  the  governor  found  it 
would  be  necessary  to  lift  the  last  only  eight  inches,  to  get  her 
out  of  her  natural  dock.  This  result  greatly  encouraged  the 
laborers,  who  proceeded  with  renewed  spirit.  As  it  would  be 
altogether  useless  to  overhaul  the  rigging,  caulk,  decks,  etc., 
unless  the  ship  could  be  got  oat  of  her  berth,  everybody  worked 
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with  that  end  in  view  at  first  In  the  course  of  a  wect,  tie 
water-ca.'ks  were  under  her  bottom,  and  U  was  thought  that 
the  vessel  would  have  about  an  inch  to  spare.  A  galo  having 
blown  in  the  water,  and  a  high  tide  coming  at  the  same  time, 
the  governor  determined  to  try  the  experiment  of  crossing  tho 
harrier.  The  order  came  upon  the  men  guddenlv,  for  no  one 
thought  the  attempt  would  be  made  until  the  ship  was  lifted 
an  inch  or  two  higher.  But  Mark  Baw  what  the  wind  had  been 
doing  for  them,  and  he  lost  not  a  moment  The  vessel  was 
moved,  brought  head  to  her  course,  and  the  tines  vere  hauled 
upon.  Away  went  the  Rancocua,  which  was  now  moved  for 
the  flrst  time  eince  the  eruption  ! 

Just  as  tho  governor  fancied  that  the  ship  was  going  clear, 
she  struck  aft.  On  o»aminatiou,  il  vas  found  that  her  heel  was 
on  a  kniill  of  the  rock,  and  that,  had  ahe  been  a  fathom  on 
either  side  of  it,  she  would  have  gone  clear.  The  hold,  how- 
ever, was  ver}'  slight,  and  by  getting  tivo  of  the  anchors  to  the 
rat-heads,  the   vessel   was   canted   jnfiieientiv   to  admit   of  her 
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both  factions  working  with  right  good  will.  In  another  month 
the  ship  might  be  loaded  and  sail  for  America. 

To  the  astonishment  of  every  one,  Bridget  appeared  in  the 
council,  and  announced  her  determination  to  remain  behind, 
while  her  husband  carried  the  ship  to  her  owners.  She  saw 
and  felt  the  nature  of  his  duty,  and  could  consent  to  his  pt  r- 
forming  it  to  the  letter.  Mark  was  quite  taken  by  surprise  by 
this  heroic  and  conscientious  act  in  his  young  wife,  and  he  had 
a  great  struggle  with  himself  on  the  subject  of  leaving  her  be- 
hind him.  Heaton,  however,  was  so  very  prudent,  and  the 
present  relations  with  their  neighbors — neighbors  four  hundred 
miles  distant — were  so  amicable,  the  whole  matter  was  .so  se- 
rious, and  the  duty  so  obvious,  that  he  finally  acquiesced,  with- 
out suffering  his  doubts  to  be  seen. 

The  next  thing  was  to  select  a  crew.  The  three  men  who 
had  declined  becoming  citizens  of  the  colony — Johnson,  Ed- 
wards, and  Bright,  all  able  seamen — went  as  a  matter  of  course. 
Betts  would  have  to  go  in  the  character  of  mate,  though  Bige- 
low  might  have  got  along  in  that  capacity.  Betts  knew  nothing 
of  navigation,  while  Bigelow  might  find  his  way  into  port  on  a 
pinch.  On  the  other  hand,  Betts  was  a  prime  seaman — a  per- 
fect long-cue,  in  fact — whereas  the  most  that  could  be  said  of 
Bigelow  in  this  respect,  was  that  he  was  a  stout,  willing  fellow, 
and  was  much  better  than  a  raw  hand.  The  governor  named 
Betts  as  his  first,  and  Bigelow  as  his  second  ofiScer.  Brown 
remained  behind,  having  charge  of  the  navy  in  the  govemor^s 
absence.  He  had  a  private  interview  with  Mark,  however,  in 
which  he  earnestly  requested  that  the  governor  would  have  the 
goodness  *'  to  pick  out  for  him  the  sort  of  gal  that  he  thought 
would  make  a  fellow  a  good  and  virtuous  wife,  and  bring  her 
out  with  him,  in  whatever  way  he  might  return.*'  Mark  made 
as  fair  promises  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  would  allow, 
and  Brown  was  satisfied. 

It  was  thought  prudent  to  have  eight  white  men  on  board  the 
ship,  Mark  intending  to  borrow  as  many  more  of  Ooroony's 
people,  to  help  pull  and  hauL  With  such  a  crew,  he  thought 
14 
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lie  niigbt  get  along  very  well.  Wattles  chose  to  remain  witi 
iiLs  IViuiid  Brown  ;  but  Dickiosoii  and  Hitrris,  though  re&dy  and 
willing  to  return,  wished  to  sju!  in  the  ship.  Like  Brown,  ihej 
wiiiiteii  HJvoii,  but  choae  to  select  them  for  themselves.  On  tlus 
subject  Wiitllea  said  nothing.  We  may  add  here  that  Unua 
aiiil  Juno  tvere  uuitad  before  the  ship  sniled.  They  took  up 
liiriJ  on  the  pcitk,  where  Unus  erected  for  himself  a  vcty  neat 
cahin.  BriJgot  set  the  young  couple  op,  giving  the  furniture,  a 
pig,  some  fowls,  and  Other  necessaries. 

At  length  ihc  day  for  Bailing  arrived.  Previously  to  depart' 
iu^.  Mark  had  carried  the  ship  through  the  channel,  and  the 
wiis  niichfirud  in  a  very  good  and  safe  roadstead,  ouleide  of 
evL-ry  lliiiig.  The  leave-taking  took  place  on  board  her.  Bridget 
wqit  lon^'  ill  lii^r  husband's  lataa,  but  finally  got  so  far  the  con>- 
iiiaiid  of  hi-rself,  as  to  assume  an  air  of  eiicouragiDg  fimtneM 
among  ilie  other  women.  By  this  time,  it  was  every  wav  so 
obvious  Miirk'a  presence  would  be  indispensable  in  America, 
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Waally  was  incladed  in  these  arraDgements ;  and  when  Mark 
finally  sailed,  it  was  with  a  strong  hope  that  in  virtue  of  the 
taboo,  of  Ooroony's  power,  and  of  his  rival's  sagacity,  he  might 
rely  on  the  colony's  meeting  with  no  molestation  during  his 
absence.  The  reader  will  see  that  the  peak  and  reef  would  be 
in  a  very  defenceless  condition,  were  it  not  for  the  schooner. 
By  means  of  that  vessel,  under  the  management  of  Brown,  as- 
sisted by  Wattles,  Socrates,  and  Unus,  it  is  true,  a  fleet  of 
canoes  might  be  beaten  off;  but  any  accident  to  the  Abraham 
would  be  very  likely  to  prove  fatal  to  the  colony,  in  the  event 
of  an  invasion.  Instructions  were  given  to  Heaton  to  keep  the 
schooner  moving  about,  and  particularly  to  make  a  trip  as  often 
as  once  in  two  months  to  Ooroony's  country,  in  order  to  look 
after  the  state  of  things  there.  The  pretence  was  to  be  trade — 
beads,  hatchets,  and  old  iron  being  taken  each  time,  in  ex- 
change for  sandal- wood ;  but  the  principal  object  was  to  keep 
an  eye  on  the  movements,  and  to  get  an  insight  into  the  policy 
of  the  savages. 

After  taking  in  a  very  considerable  quantity  of  sandal-wood, 
and  procuring  eight  active  assistants  from  Ooroony,  the  Rancocus 
got  under  way  for  Canton.  By  the  Neshamony,  which  saw 
her  into  the  ofl&ng,  letters  were  sent  back  to  the  reef,  when  the 
governor  squared  away  for  his  port.  At  the  end  of  fifty  days, 
the  ship  reached  Canton,  where  a  speedy  and  excellent  sale  was 
made  of  her  cargo.  So  very  lucrative  did  Mark  make  this 
transaction,  that,  finding  himself  with  the  assets  after  filling  up 
with  teas,  he  thought  himself  justified  in  changing  his  course 
of  proceeding.  A  small  American  brig,  which  was  not  deemed 
fit  to  double  the  capes,  and  to  come  on  a  stormy  coast,  was  on 
sale.  She  could  run  several  years  in  a  sea  as  mild  as  the  Pa- 
cific, and  Mark  purchased  her  for  a  song.  He  put  as  many  use- 
ful things  on  board  her  as  as  he  could  find,  including  sevenil 
cows,  etc  Dry  English  cows  were  not  difficult  to  find,  the 
ships  from  Europe  often  bringing  out  the  animals,  and  turning 
them  off  when  useless.  Mark  was  enabled  to  purchase  six, 
which,  rightly  enough,  he  thought  would  prove  a  great  acqoiai- 


tiun  to  the  colimy.  A  pienTiful  sapply  of  iron  was  also  provid- 
ed, itK  were  aiiimuuitioa,  arms,  aod  guDB.  The  wbolo  oatlay, 
including  the  cost  of  the  vessel,  was  less  tfaan  scti?d  thousaiid 
di>llars  ;  whii^li  sum  Mark  knew  he  should  receive  in  Philndel- 
jihia,  on  account  of  the  personal  property  of  Bridget,  and  wiUi 
which  he  hud  niade  up  his  luJud  to  replace  the  proceeds  of  tha 
sandul-wood,  thus  used,  did  those  interested  exact  it  As  for 
the  vessel,  she  sailed  like  a  witch,  was  coppered  and  copper- 
fustciiei),  but  was  hoth  old  and  weak.  She  had  quarters,  hav- 
ing Won  used  ouco  as  a  privateer,  and  mounted  ten  siie&  Her 
liurdciL  was  two  hundred  tons,  and  hor  name  the  Meriuud. 
Thi.'  papers  were  all  American,  and  in  perfect  rule. 

'i'lie  governor  might  not  have  made  this  purchase,  had  it  not 
l>i'i<ii  for  tile  circumstance  that  he  met  an  old  acquaintance  in 
*';iiitoii,  wliii  liad  got  married  in  Calcutta  to  a  preity  and  veiy 
red  English  girl — a  step  that  lost  him  liis  berth, 
n  hoard  a  Philadelphia  ship.     Saunders  wm  two  or 


OR,      VULOAN^S     PEAK. 


317 


White  was  dead,  and  the  firm  dissoWed;  but  the  property 
had  all  been  transferred  to  the  insurers  by  the  payment  of  the 
amount  underwritten,  and  Mark  made  his  report  at  the  office. 
The  teas  were  sold  to  great  advantage,  and  the  whole  matter 
was  taken  fairly  into  consideration.  After  deducting  the  sum 
paid  the  firm,  principal  and  interest,  the  insurance  company 
resolved  to  give  the  ship,  and  the  balance  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale,  to  Captain  Woolston,  as  a  reward  for  his  integrity 
and  prudence.  Mark  had  concealed  nothing,  but  stated  what 
he  had  done  in  reference  to  the  Mermaid,  and  told  his  whole 
story  with  great  simplicity,  and  with  perfect  truth.  The  result 
was  that  the  young  man  got,  in  addition  to  the  ship,  which  was 
legally  conveyed  to  him,  some  eleven  thousand  dollars  in  hard 
money.     Thus  was  honesty  shown  to  bo  the  best  policy  ! 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  his  success  made  Mark 
Woolston  a  great  man,  in  a  small  way.  Not  only  was  he  re- 
ceived with  open  arms  by  all  of  his  own  blood,  but  Doctor 
Tardley  now  relented,  and  took  him  by  the  hand.  A  faithful 
account  was  rendered  of  his  stewardship ;  and  Ma^k  received 
as  much  ready  money,  on  account  of  his  wife,  as  placed  some  • 
what  more  than  twenty  thousand  dollars  at  his  disposal.  With 
this  money  he  set  to  work,  without  losing  a  day,  to  make  ar- 
rangements to  return  to  Bridget  and  the  crater ;  for  he  always 
deemed  that  his  proper  abode,  in  preference  to  the  peak.  In 
this  feeling,  his  charming  wife  coincided  ;  both  probably  en- 
couraging a  secret  interest  in  the  former,  in  consequence  of  the 
solitary  hours  that  had  been  passed  there  by  the  young  hus- 
band, while  his  anxious  partner  was  far  away. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

DO  ^LoDiD  <m  Airlh,  fbr  Qcd  i 


IS  byum  Li  gatfetol  i 


TiiK  mode  of  proceeding  now  reqnired  great  caution  on  the 
part  of  Mark  WooUton.  HU  mind  wof  fnlly  made  up  not  to 
ijexeit  hiR  isbinda,  olthongh  this  might  easily  be  done,  by  fitting' 
out  the  ship  for  another  voyage,  filling  her  with  sandHt-wnod, 


OR,    vuloan's    peak.  319 

a  startling  magnificence,  and  all  that  at  first  takes  the  reason, 
as  well  as  the  tastes,  by  surprise,  the  first  are  vastly  in  advance 
of  the  last ;  yet,  no  man  of  feeling  or  sentiment  probably  ever 
dwelt  a  twelvemonth  amid  each,  without  becoming  more  at- 
tached to  the  last  Wc  wonder  at  Switzerland,  while  we  get 
to  love  Italy.  The  difference  is  entirely  owing  to  climate  ;  for, 
did  the  Alps  rise  in  a  lower  latitude,  they  would  be  absolutely 
peerless. 

But  Mark  Woolston  had  no  thought  of  abandoning  the  cra- 
ter and  the  peak.  Nor  did  he  desire  to  people  them  at 
random,  creating  a  population  by  any  means,  incorporating 
moral  diseases  in  his  body  politic  by  the  measures  taken  to 
bring  it  into  existence.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  his  wish, 
rather,  to  procure  just  as  much  force  as  might  be  necessary  to 
security,  so  divided  in  pursuits  and  qualities  as  to  conduce  to 
comfort  and  civilization,  and  then  to  trust  to  the  natural  in- 
crease for  the  growth  that  might  be  desirable  in  the  end.  Such 
a  policy  evidently  required  caution  and  prudence.  The  reader 
will  perceive  that  Governor  Woolston  was  not  influenced  by  the 
spirit  of  trade  that  is  now  so  active,  preferring  happiness  to 
wealth,  and  morals  to  power. 

Among  Woolston's  acquaintances,  there  was  a  young  man 
of  about  his  own  age,  of  the  name  of  Pennock,  who  struck 
him  as  a  person  admirably  suited  for  his  purposes.  This  Pen- 
nock had  married  very  young,  and  was  already  the  father  of 
three  children.  He  began  to  feel  the  pressure  of  society,  for  he 
was  poor.  He  was  an  excellent  farmer,  accustomed  to  toil, 
while  he  was  also  well  educated,  having  been  intended  for  one 
of  the  professions.  To  Pennock  Mark  told  his  story,  exhibited 
hh  proofs,  and  laid  bare  his  whole  policy,  under  a  pledge  of 
secrecy,  offering  at  the  same  time  to  receive  his  firiend,  his  wife, 
children,  and  two  unmarried  sisters,  into  the  colony.  After 
taking  time  to  reflect  and  to  consult,  Pennock  accepted  the 
offer  as  frankly  as  it  had  been  made.  From  this  time  John 
Pennock  relieved  the  governor,  in  a  great  measure,  of  the  duty 
of  selecting  the  remaining  emigrants,  taking  that  office  on  him- 


self.  Tills  Hllowcd  Mark  to  attend  to  lib  purcha'^s,  and  to 
getting  tlie  ship  ready  for  bcb.  Two  of  hia  own  brothers,  hnw- 
evpr,  expressed  a  wish  to  join  the  new  community',  and  Chariea 
and  Abraliam  Woolston  were  received  in  the  colony  listi 
Uait  a  dozen  more  were  admitted  by  means  of  direct  apptic»- 
tion  to  the  governor  himself,  though  the  accessiona  were  princi- 
pally obtained  through  the  negotiations  und  measures  of  Pen- 
nocL  All  WHS  done  with  great  secrecy,  it  being  Mark's 
anxious  desire,  on  many  accounts,  not  to  attract  public  atten- 
tion to  his  colony. 

The  reasons  were  nameroos  and  sufficient  for  this  wish  to 
remain  unknown.  In  the  Gnt  place,  the  policy  of  retaining 
the  monopoly  of  a  trade  that  must  be  enormoualy  profitable, 
was  too  obvious  to  need  any  arguments  to  support  iL  So  long 
as  the  sandal-wood  lasted,  so  long  would  it  be  in  the  power  of 
the  colotiists  to  coin  money  ;  while  it  was  certain  that  compet* 
itors  would  rush  in,  the  moment  the  existencu  of  this  mine  of 
wi-altli  shoulrl    be  known.     Then,  the  governor  apprehendeii 
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tern,  to  decry  those  who  do  not ;  bot  men  are  not  bo  blind  that 
they  cannot  see  the  sun  at  noonday.  One  nation  makes  war 
because  its  consul  receives  tlie  rap  of  a  fan  ;  and  men  of  a 
different  origin,  religion,  and  habits,  are  coerced  into  submis- 
sion as  the  consequence.  Another  nation  burns  towDS,  and 
destroys  their  people  in  thousands,  because  their  governors  will 
not  consent  to  admit  a  poisonous  drug  into  their  territories ;  an 
offence  against  the  laws  of  trade  that  can  only  be  expiated  by 
the  ruthless  march  of  the  conqueror.  Yet  the  ruling  men  of 
both  these  communities  affect  a  great  sensibility  when  the  long- 
slumbering  young  lion  of  the  west  rouses  himself  in  his  lair, 
after  twenty  years  of  forbearance,  and  stretches  out  a  paw  in 
resentment  for  outr^cs  that  no  other  nation,  conscious  of  his 
strength,  would  have  endured  for  as  many  months,  because, 
forsooth,  he  is  the  young  lion  of  the  west.  Never  mind :  by 
the  time  New  Zealand  and  Tahiti  are  brought  under  the  yoke, 
the  Califomians  may  be  admitted  to  an  equal  participation  in 
the  rights  of  American  citizens. 

The  governor  was  fully  aware  of  the  danger  he  ran  of  having 
claims,  of  some  sort  or  other,  set  up  to  his  islands,  if  he  revealed 
their  existence ;  *and  he  took  the  greatest  pains  to  conceal  the 
fact.  The  arrival  of  the  Rancocus  was  mentioned  in  the  pa- 
pers, as  a  matter  of  course  ;  but  it  was  in  a  way  to  induce  the 
reader  to  suppose  she  had  met  with  her  accident  in  the  midst 
of  a  naked  reef^  and  principally  through  the  loss  of  her  men ; 
and  that,  when  a  few  of  the  last  were  regained,  the  voyage  was 
successfully  resumed  and  terminated.  In  that  day,  the  great 
discovery  had  not  been  made  that  men  were  merely  incidents 
of  newspapers ;  but  the  world  had  the  folly  to  believe  that  news- 
papers were  incidents  of  society,  and  were  subject  to  it3  rules 
and  interests.  Some  respect  was  paid  to  private  rights,  and  the 
reign  of  gossip  had  not  commenced.  * 

*  We  hold  In  onr  poasesaton  a  cnrtoua  docament,  Uie  poblicatlon  of  which  might 
rebuke  thia  apirlt  of  goealp,  and  fi:ive  a  salutary  warning  to  certain  managers  of  the 
preaa,  who  no  aooner  hear  a  rumor  than  they  think  themselroa  Juatlfled  In  embalming 
it  among  the  other  truths  of  their  dally  sheeta.  The  occurrences  of  life  brought  us  in 
collision,  legally,  with  an  editor ;  and  we  obtained  a  vcnliet  against  him.    Dtssatisflod 
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In  tKt;  last  century,  howeTer,  matters  were  not  carried  qnita 
BO  far  iis  ihfy  ure  at  presenL  No  part  of  tliis  comiDunitjr, 
claiciiiiig  auv  portion  of  respectabilitj,  was  willing  to  pnbliah  ' 
il4  own  scu^  of  inforioritf  so  openly,  as  to  gossip  about  ita 
fuliuw-ciilzEns,  for  no  more  direct  odniiBsionn  of  ioferiority  can 
he  made  lliaa  this  wish  to  comment  on  the  sobject  of  any  one's 
jirivntc  coni;eriis.  Consoijuently,  Mark  and  hia  islands  escaped, 
Tliero  nus  no  ncctEsity  for  Us  telling  the  insurers  &ny  thing 
about  the  peak,  for  instance,  and  on  that  part  of  the  subject, 
tlierufore,  Le  wisely  held  hia  tongue.  Nothing,  in  shait,  was 
said  of  uny  colony  at  alL  The  manner  in  whieh  the  crew  had 
been  •Irivcn  nway  to  leeward,  and  recovered,  was  told  minutely, 
and  tile  whole  proceiis  by  which  the  ship  was  saved.  The  prop- 
I'lly  used.  Murk  said,  had  been  appropriated  to  his  wants,  witi>- 
oiil  piling  into  (ietaiis,  and  the  main  results  being  bo  very  satio- 
fact<iry,  the  insurers  asked  no  liirther. 

As  Hoon  OB  olf  the  capes,  the  governor  set  about  a  seriouB 
i]ivc-.li!,^ili.iii  ,.f  til,'  Blale  of  liiB  affairs.      In  the  way  of  oai^. 
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be  exceedingly  usefaL  Oxen  were  much  wanted,  but  one  of 
his  new  colonists  had  yoked  his  cows,  and  it  was  thought  they 
might  be  made  useful,  in  a  moderate  degree,  until  their  stouter 
substitutes  could  be  reared.  Carts  and  wagons  were  provided 
in  sufficient  numbers.  A  good  stock  of  iron  in  bars  was  laid 
in,  in  addition  to  that  which  was  wrought  into  nails,  and  other 
useful  articles.  Several  thousand  dollars  in  coin  were  also  pro- 
vided, being  principally  in  small  pieces,  including  copper.  But 
all  the  emigrants  took  more  or  less  specie  with  them. 

A  good  deal  of  useful  lumber  was  stowed  in  the  lower 
hold,  though  the  mill  by  this  time  furnished  a  pretty  good 
home  supply.  The  magazine  was  crammed  with  ammunition, 
and  the  governor  had  purchased  four  light  field-guns — two  three- 
pounders,  and  two  twelve-pound  howitzers — with  their  equip- 
ments. He  had  also  brought  six  long  iron  twelves,  ship-guns, 
with  their  carriages,  etc.  The  last  he  intended  for  his  batter- 
ies, the  carronades  being  too  light  for  steady  work,  and  throw- 
ing their  shot  too  wild  for  a  long  range.  The  last  could  be 
mounted  on  board  the  different  vessels.  The  Rancocus,  also, 
had  an  entire  new  armament,  having  left  all  her  old  guns  but 
two  behind  her.  Two  hundred  muskets  were  laid  in,  with  fifty 
brace  of  pistols.  In  a  word,  as  many  arms  were  provided  as  it 
was  thought  could,  in  any  emergency,  become  necessary. 

But  it  was  the  human  portion  of  his  cargo  that  the  governor, 
rightly  enough,  deemed  to  be  of  the  greatest  importance. 
Much  care  had  been  bestowed  on  the  selection,  which  had  given 
all  concerned  in  it  not  a  little  trouble.  Morals  were  the  first 
interest  attended  to.  No  one  was  received  but  those  who  bore 
perfect '7  good  characters.  The  next  thing  was  to  make  a 
jyoper  livision  among  the  various  trades  and  pursuits  of  life. 
There  were  carpenters,  masons,  blacksmiths,  tailors,  shoemakers, 
etc.,  or  one  of  each,  and  sometimes  more.  Every  man  was 
married,  the  only  exceptions  being  in  the  cases  of  younger 
brothers  and  sisters,  of  whom  about  a  dozen  were  admitted 
along  with  their  relatives.  The  whole  of  the  ship's  betwixt- 
decks  was  fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  these  emigrants,  who 
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were  two  huudrcd  and  seven  in  number,  besidea  children.  Of 
tiic  laat  th^re  wure  more  than  fifty,  but  they  were  pnncipiilly 
of  an  age  It-  alluiv  of  tlieir  heiug  put  into  boles  and  coroers. 

Murk  WoDUtifU  was  inucb  too  sensible  a  mau  to  fall  into  any  ' 
ul'  the  nioilu-ru  absurdities  on  the  subject  of  equality  and  a 
cominuiiit.v  of  iiitcrosts.  One  or  two  individuals,  even  ia  that 
day,  had  nislii'd  to  aceompaiiy  him,  who  were  for  forming  an 
a.ssuL'iulioii  in  whicb  all  property  should  be  shared  in  common, 
:i]id  ill  wliiuh  iiulhiiig  was  to  be  done  but  that  n-hich  was  righL 
M^it'k  lind  noi  tbc  least  abjection  in  tbe  world  to  the  last 
jinjpusition,  aod  would  have  been  glad  enough  to  aee  it  carried 
out  to  the  letter,  though  he  differed  essentially  with  the  appli- 
cimts,  as  to  the  mode  of  acbleving  ao  desirable  an  end.  lie  wis 
of  opinion  that  civilization  could  not  eiist  without  property,  or 
property  without  a  direct  personal  interest  in  both  its  accaniifc- 
laliun  and  its  prcsun'ation.  They,  on  tbe  other  hand,  wera 
nirried  awjiy  liy  tbe  crot<;bet  that  community  labor  was  better 
tlian  individual  labor,  and  that  a  hundred   men  would  be  hap- 
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no  public  sympathy  can  sustain  him  who  is  oppressed  by  the 
public  itself.  This  oppression  does  not  often  exhibit  itself  in 
the  form  of  law,  but  rather  in  its  denial.  He  who  has  a  clamor 
raised  against  him  by  numbers,  appeals  in  vain  to  numbers  for 
justice,  though  his  claim  may  be  clear  as  the  sun  at  noon- 
day. The  divided  responsibility  of  bodies  of  men  prevents 
any  thing  like  the  control  of  conscience,  and  the  most  ruthless 
wrongs  are  committed,  equally  without  reflection  and  without 
remorse. 

Mark  VVoolston  had  thought  too  much  on  the  subject,  to  be 
the  dupe  of  any  of  these  visionary  theories.  Instead  of  fancy- 
ing that  men  never  knew  any  thing  previously  to  the  last  ten 
years  of  the  eighteenth  century,  he  was  of  the  opinion  of  the 
wisest  man  who  ever  lived,  that  **  there  was  nothing  new  under 
the  sun."  That  **  circumstances  might  alter  cases"  he  was 
willing  enough  to  allow,  nor  did  he  intend  to  govern  the  crater 
by  precisely  the  same  laws  as  he  would  govern  Pennsylvania, 
or  Japan ;  but  he  well  understood,  nevertheless,  that  certain 
great  moral  truths  existed  as  the  law  of  the  human  family,  and 
that  they  were  not  to  be  set  aside  by  visionaries ;  and  least  of 
all,  with  impunity. 

Every  thing  connected  with  the  colony  was  strictly  practical. 
The  decision  of  certain  points  had  unquestionably  given  the 
governor  trouble,  though  he  got  along  with  them  pretty  well, 
on  the  whole.  A  couple  of  young  lawyers  had  desired  to  go, 
but  he  had  the  prudence  to  reject  them.  Law,  as  a  science,  is 
a  very  useful  study,  beyond  a  question  ;  but  the  governor, 
rightly  enough,  fancied  that  his  people  could  do  without  so 
much  science  for  a  few  years  longer.  Then  another  doctor 
volunteered  his  services.  Mark  remembered  the  quarrels  be- 
tween his  father  and  his  father-in-law,  and  thought  it  better  to 
die  under  one  theory  than  under  two.  As  regards  a  clergyman, 
Mark  had  greater  difficulty.  The  question  of  sect  was  not 
seriously  debated  half  a  century  ago  as  it  is  to-day  ;  still  it  was 
debated.  Bristol  had  a  very  ancient  society,  of  the  persuasion  of 
the  Anglican  church,  and  Mark^s  &mily  belonged  to  it  Bridget, 
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however,  was  a  Preabyterian,  aud  do  Binsll  portion  of  the  new 
culonisls  were  what  is  called  Wot-Qiiakers — that  i^  Frieada 
who  arc  not  vary  particular  in  their  opinions  or  observances. 
Now,  religion  often  caused  more  feuds  than  any  thing  else ; 
still  it  was  impossible  to  have  a  priest  for  every  persuasion,  and 
uno  ought  to  suffice  for  the  whole  colony.  The  question  wa^ 
of  what  sect  should  that  one  clergyman  be!  So  many  prej- 
adices  were  to  be  consulted,  that  the  governor  was  about  to 
abandon  the  project  in  despair,  when  accident  determined  th« 
point.  Amon^  Heaton'g  relatives  was  a  young  man  of  the 
name  of  Homblowcr — no  bad  appellation,  by  the  way,  for  one 
who  hud  to  sound  so  many  notes  of  wanting — who  had  received 
priest's  orders  from  the  hands  of  the  well-known  Doctor  Whit«, 
no  long  the  presiding  bishop  of  America,  and  whose  constitu- 
tion imperiously  demanded  a  milder  clhnate  than  that  in  whicb 
he  then  lived.  As  respects  hiin,  it  became  a  tjucstion  purely 
of  humanity,  the  divine  being  too  poor  to  travel  on  his  ow» 
account,  wad  he  was  received   on  board  the  Bancocus,  with  hia 
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ined.      In  this  way,  many  of  our  most  intense  prejadicea  get 
lost  in  new  communications. 

It  is  not  our  intention  to  accompany  the  Rancocus,  day  by 
day,  in  her  route.  She  touched  at  Bio,  and  sailed  again  at  the 
end  of  eight-and-forty  hours.  The  passage  round  the  Horn 
was  favorable,  and  having  got  well  to  the  westward,  away  the 
ship  went  for  her  port  One  of  the  cows  got  down,  and  died 
before  it  could  be  relieved,  in  a  gale  off  the  cape ;  but  no  other 
accident  worth  mentioning  occurred.  A  child  died  with  con- 
vulsions, in  consequence  of  teething,  a  few  days  later ;  but  this 
did  not  diminish  the  number  on  board,  as  three  were  bom  the 
same  week.  The  ship  had  now  been  at  sea  one  hundred  and 
sixty  days,  counting  the  time  passed  at  Rio,  and  a  general 
impatience  to  arrive  pervaded  the  vesseL  If  the  truth  must  be 
said,  some  of  the  emigrants  began  to  doubt  the  govemor^s 
ability  to  find  his  islands  again,  though  none  doubted  of  their 
existence.  The  Eannakas,  however,  declared  that  they  began 
to  smell  home,  and  it  is  odd  enough,  that  this  declaration, 
coming  as  it  did  from  ignorant  men,  who  made  it  merely  on  a 
fanciful  suggestion,  obtained  more  credit  with  most  of  the 
emigrants,  than  all  the  govemor^s  instruments  and  observations. 

One  day,  a  little  before  noon  it  was,  Mark  appeared  on  deck 
with  his  quadrant,  and  as  he  cleaned  the  glasses  of  the  instru- 
ment, he  announced  his  conviction  that  the  ship  would  shortly 
make  the  group  of  the  crater.  A  current  had  set  him  further 
north  than  he  intended  to  go,  but  having  hauled  up  to  south- 
west, he  waited  only  for  noon  to  ascertain  his  latitude,  to  be 
certain  of  his  position.  As  the  governor  maintained  a  proper 
distance  from  his  people,  and  was  not  in  the  habit  of  making 
unnecessary  communications  to  them,  hb  present  frankness  told 
for  so  much  the  more,  and  it  produced  a  very  general  excite- 
ment in  the  ship.  All  eyes  were  on  the  look-out  for  land, 
greatly  increasing  the  chances  of  its  being  shortly  seen.  The 
observation  came  at  noon,  as  is  customary,  and  the  governor 
found  he  was  about  thirty  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  group 
of  islands  he  was  seeking.     By  his  calculation,  he  was  still  to 


Ilie  I'aijtward  of  it,  and  he  hauled  up,  tiopiiig  to  fall  in  with  the 
l.'iriJ  well  t<i  windward.  Aft«r  stuodiiig  oil  three  hours  in  the 
riglit  direotioD,  tbc  iook-outs  troni  the  crusa-trcea  di-ulared  no 
liind  wiu  visible  ahead.  For  ooe  moment  the  droadfui  appre- 
hfiisiuji  of  tlie  group's  having  sunk  under  another  convulsion 
of  iiniure  unisfud  Mark's  mind,  but  he  entertiinod  that  notion 
fur  a  ininut«  only.  Then  came  the  cry  of  "  sail  ho !"  to  i;heei 
everybody,  and  to  give  them  soniething  else  to  think  oC 

ThiH  was  the  dr»t  ve6«el  the  Raucocus  bad  seen  since  she  loft 
Kill.  It  was  to  windward,  and  appeared  to  be  staoding  down 
before  the  wind.  Id  an  hour's  time  the  two  vessels  were  near 
I'Douirh  to  each  otbcr  to  enable  the  g!a.ss  to  dii^tingui^  objects; 
and  the  ([uarter-dcck,  on  board  the  Haucocus,  were  all  eogsged 
in  looking  at  the  stranger. 

"'Ti^  the  iVkTmaid,"  said  Mark  to  Bctts,  "and  ifs  all  rigbL 
Tliiiiiirh  H'biit  ibat  craft  can  be  doing  hero  to  windward  of  the 


i>r^  than  I  c 
,  sir,   lliey'a 


magiue ! 


irisnercd   Bob. 
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This  order  set  eveiy  one  in  motion.  The  women  and  chil- 
dren were  hurried  below,  and  the  men,  who  had  been  constantly 
exercised,  now,  for  five  months,  took  their  stations  with  the 
regolarity  of  old  seamen.  The  guns  were  cast  loose — ^ten 
eighteen-pound  carronades  and  two  nines,  the  new  armament — 
cartridges  were  got  ready,  shot  placed  at  hand,  and  all  the  usual 
dispositions  for  combat  were  made.  While  this  was  doing,  the 
two  vessels  were  fast  drawing  nearer  to  each  other,  and  were 
soon  within  gun-shot.  But  no  one  on  board  the  Rancocus 
knew  what  to  make  of  the  evolutions  of  the  Mermaid.  Most 
of  her  ordinary  square-sails  were  set,  though  not  one  of  them 
all  was'  sheeted  home,  or  well  hoisted.  An  attempt  had  been 
made  to  lay  the  yards  square,  but  one  yard-arm  was  braced  in 
too  far,  another  not  far  enough,  and  nothing  like  order  appeared 
to  have  prevailed  at  the  sail-trimming.  But  the  conning  of  the 
brig  was  the  most  remarkable.  Her  general  course  would  seem 
to  be  dead  before  the  wind ;  but  she  yawed  incessantly,  and 
often  so  broadly  as  to  catch  some  of  her  light  sails  aback.  Most 
vessels  take  a  good  deal  of  room  in  running  down  before  the 
wind,  and  in  a  swell ;  but  the  Mermaid  took  a  great  deal  more 
than  was  common,  and  could  scarce  be  said  to  look  any  way  in 
particular.  All  this  the  governor  observed,  as  the  vessels  ap- 
proached nearer  and  nearer,  as  well  as  the  movements  of  those 
of  the  crew  who  showed  themselves  in  the  rigging. 

"  Clear  away  a  bow-gun,"  cried  Mark  to  Betts ;  ^*  something 
dreadful  must  have  happened  ;  that  brig  is  in  possession  of  the 
savages,  who  do  not  know  how  to  handle  her  I" 

This  announcement  produced  a  stir  on  board  the  Rancocus, 
as  may  well  be  imagined.  If  the  savages  had  the  brig,  they 
probably  had  the  group  also ;  and  what  had  become  of  the  col- 
onists ?  The  next  quarter  of  an  hour  was  one  of  the  deepest 
expectation  with  all  in  the  ship,  and  of  intense  agony  with 
Mark.  Betts  was  greatly  disturbed,  also ;  nor  would  it  have 
been  safe  for  one  of  Watiliy^s  men  to  have  been  within  reach  of 
his  arm,  just  then.  Could  it  be  possible  that  Ooroony  had 
yielded  to  temptation,  and  played  them  false  ?     The  governor 


a  for  Belts,  he  protested  loudly 
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conld  hardly  bnliove  i 
it  could  not  be  bo. 

"  Is  that  bow-gun  ready !"  demanded  the  governor. 

"  Ay,  ay,  sir ;  all  resdy." 

"  Fire,  but  elerate  well — we  will  only  frighten  them,  at  first 
Wo  betide  them,  if  they  resist" 

IJetta  ilid  fire,  and,  to  the  astonishmeDt  of  everybody,  the 
brif^'  returned  a  broadside !  But  resistance  ceased  with  this  one 
act  of  energy,  if  it  could  be  so  termed.  AJthongh  five  gnns 
wore  uetually  fired,  and  nearly  simaltaDcously,  no  aim  was  even 
attempted.  The  shot  all  flewofi^  at  a  tangent  from  the  posi- 
tion of  the  ship ;  and  uo  harm  was  done  to  any  but  the  sav^es 
themselves,  of  whom  three  or  four  were  injured  by  the  recoils. 
From  the  moment  the  noise  and  smote  were  produced,  every 
tbiiifr  like  order  ceased  on  board  the  brig,  which  was  filled  with 
savii^tv.  The  vessel  broached-to,  and  the  saiU  caught  aback. 
All  tliis  time,  ihe  Rancucus  was  steadily  drawing  nearer,  with 
(111  iiiluNt  to  boiiril  ;   t>ut,  unwilling  li>  expose  his  people,  most 
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Bigelow  was  fonnd,  also  a  prisoner,  in  the  steerage.  These 
were  all  the  colonists  on  board,  and  all  but  two  who  had  been 
on  board,  when  the  vessel  was  taken. 

Captain  Saunders  could  tell  the  governor  very  little  more 
than  he  saw  with  his  ow?  eyes.  One  fact  of  importance,  how- 
ever, he  could  and  did  (  ^mmunicate,  which  was  this :  instead 
of  being  to  windward  of  the  crater,  as  Mark  supposed,  he  was 
to  leeward  of  it ;  the  currents,  no  doubt,  having  set  the  ship  to 
the  westward  faster  than  had  been  thought.  Rancocus  Island- 
would  have  been  made  by  sunset,  had  the  ship  stood  on  in  the 
course  she  was  steering  when  she  made  the  Mermaid. 

But  the  most  important  fiict  was  the  safety  of  the  females. 
They  were  all  at  the  peak,  where  they  had  lived  for  the  last  sit 
months,  or  ever  since  the  death  of  the  good  Ooroony  had  again 
placed  Waally  in  the  ascendant  Ooroony' s  son  was  overturned 
immediately  on  the  decease  of  the  father,  who  died  a  natural 
death,  and  Waally  disregarded  the  taboo,  which  he  persuaded 
his  people  could  have  no  sanctity  as  applied  to  the  whites.  The 
plunder  of  these  last,  with  the  possession  of  the  treasure  of  iron 
and  copper  that  was  to  be  found  in  their  vessels,  had,  indeed, 
been  the  principal  bribe  with  which  the  turbulent  and  ambitious 
chief  regained  his  power.  The  war  did  not  break  out,  however, 
as  soon  as  Waally  had  effected  the  revolution  in  his  own  group. 
On  the  contrary,  that  wily  politician  had  made  so  many  prot* 
estations  of  friendship  after  that  event,  which  he  declared  to  be 
necessary  to  the  peace  of  the  island ;  had  collected  so  much 
sandal-wood,  and  permitted  it  to  be  transferred  to  the  crater, 
where  a  cargo  was  already  stored ;  and  had  otherwise  made  so 
many  amicable  demonstrations,  as  completely  to  deceive  the 
colonists.  No  one  had  anticipated  an  invasion ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  preparations  were  being  made  at  the  peak  for  the  re- 
ception of  Mark,  whose  return  had  now  been  expected  daily  for 
a  fortnight. 

The  Mermaid  had  brought  over  a  light  freight  of  wood  from 
Bettors  group,  and  had  discharged  at  the  crater.  This  done, 
•he  had  sailed  with  the  intention  of  going  out  to  cruise  for  the 
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Riiiifni^QS,  to  carry  the  news  of  the  colony,  all  of  which  «a« 
fjiiurable,  with  (ho  exceptioa  of  the  death  of  Ooroony  and  the 
reocnt  event'' ;  but  was  lying  in  the  roads,  oulflide  of  eTcry- 
thing— thp  western  riindB,  as  they  were  called,  or  those  near- 
\-*i  to  the  other  group — waiting  for  the  appoint«d  hour  of 
sniling,  which  was  to  he  the  very  morning  of  the  day  in  which 
she  was  fallen  in  with  by  the  goTernor,  Her  crew  consisted 
only  of  Captain  Saunders,  Bigelow,  the  cook  and  steward,  and 
two  of  the  people  engaged  at  Canton — one  of  whom  was  a 
very  good-for-nothing  Chinaman.  The  two  last  had  the  look- 
out, got  drunk,  and  permitted  a  fleet  of  hostile  canoes  to  get 
iilongsidc  in  the  dark,  being  knocked  on  the  head  and  tossed 
overhoiird,  as  the  penalty  of  this  neglect  of  dnty.  The  others 
owed  their  lives  to  the  circnnistanue  of  being  taken  in  their 
sleep,  when  re'^i'-tiince  was  out  of  the  questjon.  In  the  morn- 
ing, the  brig's  cable  bus  cut,  sail  was  set,  afler  a  fashion,  and 
an  attempt  was  made  to  carry  the  vessel  over  to  Betto'a  group. 
Tt  is  very  questionable  whether  she   ever  could   have   arrived  ; 
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highly  finished  ;  but  they  were  of  great  valne  to  persons  in  the 
situation  of  the  colonists.  Most  of  the  hogs,  moreover,  were 
still  rooting  and  tearing  up  the  thousand-acre  prairie ;  where, 
indeed,  they  roamed  very  much  in  a  state  of  nature.  Socrates 
occasionally  carried  to  them  a  boat-load  of  **  truck"  from  the 
crater,  in  order  to  keep  up  amicable  relations  with  them  ;  but 
they  were  little  better  than  so  many  wild  animals,  in  one  sense, 
though  there  had  not  been  time  materially  to  change  their 
natures.  In  the  whole,  including  young  and  old,  there  must 
have  been  near  two  hundred  of  these  animals  altogether,  their 
increase  being  very  rapid.  Then,  a  large  amount  of  the  stores 
sent  from  Canton,  including  most  of  the  iron,  was  in  store  at  the 
crater ;  all  of  which  would  lay  at  the  mercy  of  Waally's  men  ; 
for  the  resistance  to  be  expected  from  the  three  in  possession 
could  not  amount  to  much. 

The  governor  was  prompt  enough  in  his  decision,  as  soon  as 
he  understood  the  facts  of  the  case.  The  first  thing  was  to 
bring  the  vessels  close  by  the  wind,  and  to  pass  as  near  as 
possible  over  the  ground  where  the  swimmers  were  to  be 
found  ;  for  Mark  could  not  bear  the  idea  of  abandoning  a  hun- 
dred of  his  fellow-creatures  in  the  midst  of  the  ocean,  though 
they  were  enemies  and  savages.  By  making  short  stretches, 
and  tacking  two  or  three  times,  the  colonists  found  themselves 
in  the  midst  of  the  swimmers  ;  not  one  in  ten  of  whom  would 
probably  ever  have  reached  the  land,  but  for  the  humanity  of 
their  foe.  Alongside  of  the  Mermaid  were  three  or  four 
canoes ;  and  these  were  cast  adrift  at  the  right  moment,  with- 
out any  parleying.  The  Indians  were  quick  enough  at  under- 
standing the  meaning  of  this,  and  swam  to  the  canoes  from  all 
sides,  though  still  anxious  to  get  clear  of  the  vessels.  On  board 
the  last  canoe  the  governor  put  all  his  prisoners,  when  he 
deemed  himself  happily  quit  of  the  whole  gang. 

There  were  three  known  channels  by  which  the  Rancocus 
could  be  carried  quite  up  to  the  crater.  Mark  chose  that  which 
came  in  from  the  northward,  both  because  it  was  the  nearest, 
and  because  he  could  ky  his  course  in  it  without  tacking,  for 
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most  cf  the  way,  Acquaiuled  now  with  his  position,  Miirk  had 
no  difficulty  in  Gliding  the  eDtraD(;ti  of  tUia  i^huDDel.  Funiinh- 
ing  the  Mermaid  with  a  dozen  hands,  she  was  sent  to  the  VfaV- 
tm  roads,  to  intercept  Waaliy'a  fleet,  ehould  it  be  coming  out 
witli  the  tiuoty.  In  about  an  hour  after  the  Hancocaa  all«red 
her  course,  she  made  the  land ;  and,  just  as  tlte  sun  vas  setting, 
she  got  ao  close  in  as  to  bo  able  to  anchor  in  the  northern 
roads,  where  there  was  not  only  a  lee,  but  good  holding- 
^ound.  Uurc  the  ship  passed  the  night,  the  governor  not 
liking  to  venture  into  the  narrow  passages  in  the  dark. 
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CHAPTER  XXL 

**FaDe7  can  charm  and  feeling  bleaa 

With  sweetor  boon  than  fluhion  knows; 
There  is  no  calmer  qoietnesa, 
Than  home  around  the  boaom  throws.** 

"PwamrAL. 

Although  the  goveraor  deemed  it  pradent  to  anchor  for  the 
night,  he  did  not  neglect  the  precaution  of  reconnoitring. 
Betts  was  sent  toward  the  reef,  in  a  boat  well  armed  and  man- 
ned, in  order  to  ascertain  the  state  of  things  in  that  quarter. 
His  instructions  directed  him  to  push  forward  as  far  as  he  could, 
an<l,  if  possible,  to  hold  some  sort  of  communication  with  Soc- 
rates, who  might  now  be  considered  as  commander  at  the  point 
assailed. 

Fortunate  was  it  that  the  governor  bethought  him  of  this 
measure.  As  Betts  had  the  ship's  launch,  which  carried  two 
lug-sails,  his  progress  was  both  easy  and  rapid,  and  he  actually 
got  in  sight  of  the  reef  before  midnight.  To  his  astonishment, 
all  seemed  to  be  tranquil,  and  Betts  at  first  believed  that  the 
savages  had  completed  their  work  and  departed.  Being  a  bold 
fellow,  however,  a  distant  reconnoitring  did  not  satisfy  him  ; 
and  on  he  went,  until  his  boat  fairly  lay  alongside  of  the  natural 
quay  of  the  reef  itself.  Here  he  landed,  and  marched  toward 
the  entrance  of  the  crater.  The  gate  was  negligently  open,  and, 
on  entering  the  spacious  arena,  the  men  found  all  quiet,  without 
any  indications  of  recent  violence.  Betts  knew  that  those  who 
dwelt  in  this  place,  usually  preferred  the  Summit  for  sleeping, 
and  he  ascended  to  one  of  the  huts  that  had  been  erected  there. 
Here  he  found  the  whole  of  the  little  garrison  of  the  group, 
buried  in  sleep,  and  totally  without  any  apprehension  of  the 


iliinircr  whioh  TnonacoJ  tbem.  As  it  now  appeared,  Waally'* 
iiiurt  lim)  mit  yot  shown  themselves,  and  Socrates  koew  nothing 
at  nil  of  wh.it  hui]  happened  to  the  brii(, 

Ohtil  <.'iii>uirh  sv.is  the  negro  to  obukc  hand!)  witli  Betia,  and 
tti  h.'iir  ihiit  M.ister  Mark  was  so  near  at  hand,  with  a  p.iwerfol 
rfiTifiiri:i'i[iLnit.  The  party  already  arrived  might,  indeed,  be 
tv.'niii.'<]  thi'  liMr-U  for  the  governor  had  sent  with  ht»  first  officer, 
on  this  occasion,  ]io  lea*  than  five-ond-twenty  men,  each  coio- 
]ilL'tLiy  iUTiicd.  \Vjlh  such  a  garrison.  Betts  deemed  the  cisiter 
Hiifc,  and  ho  Bent  back  the  Ltunch  with  four  seamen  in  it,  to  re- 
port the  coiidiliun  in  which  he  had  found  matters,  and  to  eoin- 
iiiuniL'ati:  all  eli<e  that  he  had  Icaruci].  This  done,  he  tamed 
his  attiiution  to  the  defences  of  the  ptuce. 

AL-ooi'din;r  to  Socrates'  Bt.-counl,  no  great  loss  in  property 
uciiild  lie  liki'ly  to  occur,  could  the  colonists  make  good  the 
reef  agui[ist  tlitir  invailera.  The  Abraham  was  over  at  tlw 
peak,  safe  enough  in  the  cove,  as  were  the  Neshumoay  and  ser- 
cral  of  the  boat,--,  only  two  or  three  of  the  smaller  of  the  last 
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to  the  eager  listeners  among  the  new  colonists,  who  had  now 
been  &o  long  on  board  ship,  that  any  thing  in  the  shape  of 
terra  firma  and  of  verdure  appeared  to  them  like  paradise. 
But  Belts  had  too  many  things  to  think  of,  just  then,  to  give 
mnch  heed  to  the  eulogium  of  Socrates,  and  he  soon  bestowed 
all  his  attention  on  the  means  of  defence. 

As  there  was  but  one  way  of  approaching  the  crater,  unless 
by  water,  and  that  was  along  the  hog  pasture  and  across  the 
plank  bridge.  Bob  felt  the  prudence  of  immediately  taking  pos- 
session of  the  pass.  He  ordered  Socrates  to  look  to  the  gate, 
where  he  stationed  a  guard,  and  went  himself,  with  ten  men, 
to  make  sure  of  the  bridge.  It  was  true,  Waally's  men  could 
swim,  and  would  not  be  very  apt  to  pause  long  at  the  basin ; 
but  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  fight  them  while  in  the  water, 
that  ought  not  to  be  thrown  away.  The  carronades  were  all 
loaded,  moreover ;  and  these  precautions  taken,  and  sentinels 
posted,  Betts  suffered  his  men  to  sleep  on  their  arms,  if  sleep 
they  could.  Their  situation  was  so  novel,  that  few  availed  them- 
selves of  the  privilege,  though  their  commanding  officer,  him- 
self, was  soon  snoring  most  musically. 

As  might  have  been  expected,  Waally  made  his  assault  just 
as  the  day  appeared.  Before  that  time,  however,  the  launch 
bad  got  back  to  the  ship,  and  the  latter  was  under  way,  coming 
fast  toward  the  crater.  Unknown  to  all,  though  anticipated 
by  Mark,  the  Mermaid  had  entered  the  western  passage,  and 
was  beating  up  through  it,  closing  fast  also  on  Waally' s  rear. 
Such  was  the  state  of  things,  when  the  yell  of  the  assailants 
was  heard. 

Waally  made  his  first  push  for  the  bridge,  expecting  to  find 
it  unguarded,  and  hoping  to  cross  it  unresisted.  He  knew  that 
the  ship  was  gone,  and  no  longer  dreaded  her  fire ;  but  he  was 
fully  aware  that  the  Summit  had  its  guns,  and  he  wished  to 
seize  them  while  his  men  were  still  impelled  by  the  ardor  of 
a  first  onset  Those  formidable  engines  of  war  were  held  in 
the  most  profound  respect  by  all  his  people,  and  Waally  knew 
the  importance  of  success  in  a  rapid  movement  He  had 
15 


j;lcfiiic([  30  much  iDformntioD  concerning  iho  state  of  the  ree^ 
tlint  lie  expected  no  great  resistanco,  fully  believing  that,  now 
lie  linJ  seized  the  Mermaid,  his  enemies  would  be  reduced  ia 
niimbcra  to  less  than  half  a  dozen.  In  all  thia,  he  was  right 
niiiugh ;  and  there  can  be  no  qnestion  that  Socrates  and  bis 
whnle  party,  ti)gotber  with  the  reef,  and,  for  that  matter,  the 
cDtirc  group,  would  have  fallen  into  his  hands,  but  for  ths 
timely  arrival  of  the  rcinforcemonL  The  yoil  aFO»e  when  it 
was  inecrtiiincd  that  the  bridge  was  drawn  in,  and  it  was  *oo* 
cecik'd  by  a  volley  from  the  guard  posted  near  it,  on  the  reet 
This  commenced  the  strife,  which  iinnicdiatjily  raged  with  great 
fuiy,  and  with  prodigious  clamor.  Waally  had  all  his  muslceU 
fired,  too,  though  as  yet  he  saw  no  enemy,  and  did  not  know 
in  what  direction  to  aiia.  He  could  see  meu  moving  about  on 
ibe  ri  Lf,  It  IS  true,  but  it  was  only  at  moments,  as  they  mostly 
kept  tlicmi(.U(.B  behind  the  covers.  After  firing  his  musket^ 
lh(.  c  liiof  issued  an  order  for  a  charge,  and  tteveral  bundroils  of 
his  unrriors  plunged  into  the  basin,  and  began  to  swim  towanl 
the  {Kpiiit  to  be  af^sailcd.     This  movement  admonialied  Bett«  of 
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them  along  the  Summit,  with  orders  to  be  vigilant,  and  to  sup- 
port each  other.  It  was  well  known  that  a  man  could  not  enter 
from  without  unless  by  the  gate,  or  aided  by  ladders,  or  some 
other  mechanical  invention.  The  time  necessary  to  provide  the 
last  would  bring  broad  daylight,  and  enable  the  colonists  to 
march  such  a  force  to  the  menaced  point,  as  would  be  pretty 
certain  to  prove  sufficient  to  resist  the  assailants.  The  gate 
itself  was  commanded  by  a  carronade,  and  was  watched  by  a 
guard. 

Great  was  the  disappointment  of  Waally  when  he  ascertained, 
by  personal  examination,  that  the  Summit  could  not  be  scaled, 
even  by  the  most  active  of  his  party,  without  recourse  to  assist- 
ance by  means  of  artificial  contrivances.  He  had  the  sagacity 
to  collect  all  his  men  immediately  beneath  the  natural  walls, 
where  they  were  alone  safe  from  the  fire  of  the  guns,  but  where 
they  were  also  useless.  A  large  pile  of  iron,  an  article  so  cov- 
eted, was  in  plain  sight  beneath  a  shed,  but  he  did  not  dare  to 
send  a  single  hand  to  touch  it^  since  it  would  have  brought  the 
adventurer  under  fire.  A  variety  of  other  articles,  almost  as 
tempting,  though  not,  perhaps,  of  the  same  intrinsic  value,  lay 
also  in  sight,  but  were  tabooed  by  the  magic  of  powder  and 
balls.  Eleven  hundred  warriors,  as  was  afterward  ascertained, 
landed  on  the  reef  that  eventful  morning,  and  assembled  under 
the  walls  of  the  crater.  A  hundred  more  remained  in  the  ca- 
noes, which  lay  about  a  league  off,  in  the  western  passage,  or 
to  leeward,  awaiting  the  result  of  the  enterprise. 

The  first  effort  made  by  Waally  was  to  throw  a  force  upward, 
by  rearing  one  man  on  another's  shoulders.  This  scheme  suc- 
ceeded in  part,  but  the  fellow  who  first  showed  his  head  above 
the  perpendicular  part  of  the  cliff,  received  a  bullet  in  his  brains. 
The  musket  was  fired  by  the  hands  of  Socrates.  This  one  dis- 
charge brought  down  the  whole  fabric,  several  of  those  who  fell 
sustaining  serious  injuries,  in  the  way  of  broken  bones. 

The  completely  isolated  position  of  the  crater,  which  stood, 
as  it  might  be,  aloof  from  all  surrounding  objects,  added  mate- 
rially to  its  strength  in  a  military  sense,  and  Waally  was  puzzled 


0  nn  e  d  ffic  it  es  that  might  have  emhsnaesed  ft 
\^c^      Id  er     For  the  first  timo  iu  his  life,  that  war- 

.   1  tered  a  sort    f  fortress,  which  could  be  entered 

I    r      I  r  npproH  faos,  udIoss  it  might  be  carried  bj  a  coup- 
\t  the  latter  the  sa  ages  wore  expert  enough,  and  on 
'    h  i  mj    Ij  rel  ed     but,  disappointed  in  this  respect, 
!  Ih   n selves  thrown  back  on  resources  that  were  Gw 
L      n  cqu  1  to  the  emergency, 

pi    f    nu        ty   Waallj  finally  decided  on  making  a  d«s- 
T  The  ship-}ard  wah  still  kept  np  as  a  place  for  the 

^  of  1  Dit    etc    and   t  always  liftd  more  or  less  lumber 
r  near   t.     Select  ng  a  party  of  a  bunilrod  resolute 
d  1 K    n     tl  em  un  ler  the  orders  of  one  of  liia  bruTest 
W  I,  II     Be  t  them  off  On  the  mn,  to  bring  as  much  liin- 
I     I  lanli^  eti     as  tbey  coulj  cany,  within  the  covci 

1  ff       Now  Betts  had  foreseen  the  probability  of  thn 
<    t  0  ind  ha  1  le  ellcd  one  of  his  caminades,  loaded  to 

zkI       th  can  ster  d  rcctly  at  the  largeft  pile  of  the  planktk 
i  1    1  c  a  !  e  tu  cri  appear,  therefore,  than  he  blew 
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killed  many  on  tbo  retreat,  but  he  was  averse  to  shedding 
blood  unnecessarily.  Fifty  lives,  more  or  less,  could  be  of  no 
great  moment  in  the  result,  as  soon  as  a  retreat  was  decided 
on  ;  and  the  savages  were  permitted  to  retire,  and  to  carry  off 
their  killed  and  wounded  without  molestatioil.  The  last  was 
done  by  wheeling  forward  the  planks,  and  crossing  at  the 
bridge. 

It  was  far  easier,  however,  for  Waally  to  gain  his  canoes, 
than  to  know  which  way  to  steer  after  he  had  reached  them. 
The  Mermaid  cut  off  his  retreat  by  the  western  passage,  and 
the  Eancocus  was  coming  fast  along  the  northern.  In  order  to 
reach  either  the  eastern  or  the  southern,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  pass  within  gun-shot  of  the  reef,  and,  what  was  more,  to 
run  the  gauntlet  between  the  crater  and  the  Rancocns.  To 
this  danger  Waally  was  compelled  to  submit,  since  he  had  no 
other  means  of  withdrawing  his  fleet  It  was  true,  that  by 
paddling  to  windward,  he  greatly  lessened  the  danger  he  ran 
from  the  two  vessels,  since  it  would  not  be  in  their  power  to 
overtake  him  in  the  narrow  channels  of  the  group,  so  long  as 
he  went  in  the  wind^s  eye.  It  is  probable  that  the  savages  un- 
derstood this,  and  that  the  circumstance  greatly  encouraged 
them  in  the  effort  they  immediately  made  to  get  into  the  east- 
em  passage.  Betts  permitted  them  to  pass  the  reef,  without 
firing  at  them  again,  though  some  of  the  canoes  were  at  least 
half  an  hour  within  the  range  of  his  guns,  while  doing  so.  It 
was  lucky  for  the  Indians  that  the  Rancocus  did  not  arrive  un- 
til the  last  of  their  party  were  as  far  to  windward  as  the  spot 
where  the  ship  had  anchored  when  she  was  first  brought  up  by 
artificial  means  into  those  waters. 

Betts  went  off  to  meet  the  governor,  in  order  to  make  an 
early  report  of  his  proceedings.  It  was  apparent  that  the  dan- 
ger was  over,  and  Woolston  was  not  sorry  to  find  that  success 
was  obtained  without  recourse  to  his  batteries.  The  ship  went 
immediately  alongside  of  the  natural  quay,  and  her  people 
poured  ashore,  in  a  crowd,  the  instant  a  plank  could  be  run 
out  in  order  to  enable  them  to  do  so.     In  an  hour  the  cows 


■were  Inniieil  nnd  were  grazing  in  the  crater,  where  the  grsM 
Wiia  knoc-liigih,  and  every  thing  possessing  life  was  out  of  the 
ship,  the  nits  anii  cockroaches,  perhaps,  excepted.  As  for  the 
enemy,  no  one  now  cared  for  them.  The  innn  aloft  said  they 
c^mld  be  seen  paddling  away  as  if  for  life,  and  already  too  &r 
fur  pursuit.  It  would  have  been  easy  enoagh  for  the  vessels  to 
cut  olT  the  fui^itivcs  by  going  into  the  offing  again,  but  this  was 
not  the  desire  of  any  there,  all  being  too  happy  to  be  rid  of 
them,  to  take  any  steps  to  prolong  the  intercourse. 

Great  was  the  delight  of  the  colonists  to  be  oace  more  on 
the  land.  Under  ordinary  circumstances,  the  immigrants  might 
not  have  seen  so  many  charms  in  the  reef,  and  crat«r,  and 
hog-lot ;  but  five  months  at  sea  have  a  powerful  influence  m 
rendering  the  most  barren  spot  bcautifuL  Barrenness,  how- 
ever, wa«  a  repi'oach  that  could  no  longer  be  justly  applied  to 
the  group,  nmi  most  especially  to  those  portions  of  it  which 
had  rceci\'ed  the  attention  of  its  people.  Even  trees  were  be- 
>,  thousandfi  of  them  having  been  planted. 
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be  expected,  the  Ncshamony  making  the  trip  in  much  less  time 
than  one  of  the  smaller  boats.  It  "was  not  necessary,  however, 
for  Betts  to  go  so  far,  for  when  he  had  fairly  cleared  Cape 
South,  and  was  in  the  strait,  he  fell  in  with  the  Abraham, 
bound  over  to  the  reef.  It  appeared  that  some  signs  of  the 
hostile  canoes  had  been  seen  from  the  peak,  as  Waally  was 
crossing  from  Rancocus  Island,  and,  after  a  council,  it  had 
been  decided  to  send  the  Abraham  across,  to  notify  the  people 
on  the  reef  of  the  impending  danger,  and  to  aid  in  repelling 
the  enemy.  Bridget  and  Martha  had  both  come  in  the  schoon- 
er ; '  the  first,  to  look  after  the  many  valuables  she  had  left  at 
the  ''  governor's  house,"  on  the  Summit,  and  the  last  as  her 
companion. 

We  leave  the  reader  to  imagine  the  joy  that  was  exhibited, 
when  those  on  board  the  Abraham  ascertained  the  arrival  of 
the  Rancocus  I  Bridget  was  in  ecstasies,  and  greatly  did  she 
exult  in  her  own  determination  to  cross  on  this  occasion,  and 
to  bring  her  child  with  her.  After  the  first  burst  of  happiness, 
and  the  necessary  explanations  had  been  made,  a  consultation 
was  had  touching  what  was  next  to  be  done.  Brown  was  in 
command  of  the  Abraham,  with  a  sufficient  crew,  and  Betts 
sent  him  to  windward,  outside  of  every  thing,  to  look  after  the 
enemy.  It  was  thought  desirable  not  only  to  see  Waally  well 
clear  of  the  group,  but  to  force  him  to  pass  off  to  the  north- 
ward, in  order  that  he  might  not  again  approach  the  reef,  as 
well  as  to  give  him  so  much  annoyance  on  his  retreat  as  to 
sicken  him  of  these  expeditions  for  the  future.  For  such  a 
service  the  schooner  was  much  the  handiest  of  all  the  vessels  of 
the  colonists,  since  she  might  be  worked  by  a  couple  of  hands, 
and  her  armament  was  quite  sufficient  for  all  that  was  required 
of  her  on  the  occasion.  Brown  was  every  way  competent  to 
command,  as  Betts  well  knew,  and  he  received  the  females  on 
board  the  Neshamony  and  put  about,  leaving  the  schooner  to 
tarn  to  windward. 

Bridget  reached  the  reef  before  it  was  noon.  All  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  day  had  commenced  so  early,  that  there  had 


been  time  for  this.  The  governor  saw  the  NeshamoDy  as  she 
approiicheJ  and  ffreat  uneas  ncra  besot  him.  Ho  knew  «he  ti&d 
not  lit  n  us  f  ks  the  p  ok  oud  supposed  that  Wnally's  fleet 
biid  interc  pted  her  Belts  coming  back  for  rcinforcemcnta. 
But,  a.  the  I  ut  drew  near  the  flutterirg  of  female  dresses  wm 
-■■ri'M,  1  1  tl  e  \  "i  uucm  g  glaaa  let  him  get  a  distant  view  of 
tin;  Bw  I  f  of  hs  \o  ug  wife.  From  that  moment  th« 
j^'ovcrnor  n  l  ftpable  of  giv  ng  a  coherent  or  uaefQl  oi-der, 
until  Bn  li,  t  hn  1  arnve  1  Vessels  that  came  iti  from  the  south- 
wiird  were  obliiied  to  pass  through  tho  narrow  entrance  between 
the  reef  nnd  tho  hog-lot,  whore  was  the  drawbridge  so  often 
mL'utioncrl.  There  was  water  enough  to  float  a  frigate,  and  it 
viiis  pushihle  to  take  a  frigate  through,  the  width  being  abont 
fifty  foot,  tliough  as  yet  nothing  larger  than  the  Frieni)  Abraham 
White  liad  made  the  trial  At  this  point,  then,  Woolston  took 
his  station,  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  Ncshamony  with  an  im- 
pulicnce  he  was  a  little  ashamed  of  exhibiting. 

Betta  saw  the  governor  in  good  time,  and  pointed  him  out 
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we  deny  that  the  female  form  contains  hearts  more  tnie  to  all 
its  ajOrcctions,  spirits  more  devoted  to  the  interests  of  its  earthly 
head,  or  an  identity  of  existence  more  perfect  than  those  with 
which  the  American  wife  clings  to  her  husband.  She  is  literally 
'^bone  of  his  bone,  and  flesh  of  his  flesh/'  It  is  seldom  that 
her  wishes  cross  the  limits  of  the  domestic  circle,  which  to  her 
is  earth  itself,  and  all  that  it  contains  which  is  most  desirable. 
Her  husband  and  children  compose  her  little  world,  and  beyond 
them  and  their  sympathies,  it  is  rare  indeed  that  her  truant 
affections  ever  wish  to  stray.  A  part  of  this  concentration  of 
the  American  wife's  existence  in  these  domestic  interests,  is 
doubtless  owing  to  the  simplicity  of  American  life  and  the  ab- 
sence of  temptation.  Still,  so  devoted  is  the  female  heart,  so 
true  to  its  impulses,  and  so  little  apt  to  wander  from  home-feel- 
ings and  home-duties,  that  the  imputation  to  which  there  is 
allusion,  is  just  that,  of  all  others,  to  which  the  wives  of  the 
republic  ought  not  to  be  subject 

It  was  even-tide  before  the  governor  was  again  seen  among 
his  people.  By  this  time  the  immigrants  had  taken  their  first 
survey  of  the  reef  and  the  nearest  islands,  which,  the  least  san- 
guine of  their  numbers  admitted,  quite  equalled  the  statements 
they  had  originally  heard  of  the  advantages  of  the  place.  It 
was,  perhaps,  fortunate  that  the  fruits  of  the  tropics  were  so 
abundant  with  Socrates  and  his  companions.  By  this  time, 
oranges  abounded,  more  than  a  thousand  trees  having,  from 
time  to  time,  been  planted  in  and  around  the  crater  alone. 
Groves  of  them  were  also  appearing  in  favorable  spots  on  the 
adjacent  islands.  It  is  true,  these  trees  were  yet  too  young  to 
produce  very  bountifully  ;  but  they  had  begun  to  bear,  and  it 
was  thought  a  very  delightful  thing,  among  the  fresh  arrivals 
from  Pennsylvania,  to  be  able  to  walk  in  an  orange  grove,  and 
to  pluck  the  fruit  at  pleasure  ! 

As  for  figs,  melons,  limes,  shaddocks,  and  even  cocoa-nuts, 

all  were  now  to  be  had,  and  in  quantities  quite  sufficient  for  the 

population.  In  time,  the  colonists  craved  the  apples  of  their  own 

latitude,  and  the  peach — those  two  fruits,  so  abundant  and  so 
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delicious  in  their  ancient  homes ;  but  the  novoUy  was  still  on 
thcni,  aDil  it  required  time  to  Icam  the  fact  tbat  we  tire  less  of 
the  apple,  aud  the  peach,  and  the  potato,  than  of  any  other  cf 
the  rarest  gifts  of  oature.  That  whieh  the  potato  has  become 
anioni;  vegetuhlcs,  is  the  apple  amung  fruits ;  and  when  we  rise 
into  the  more  luscioas  and  temporary  of  the  bountiful  products 
of  horticulture,  the  peach  (in  its  porfectitiu)  occupies  a  place 
altogether  apart,  having  no  rivai  in  its  exquisite  flavor,  while  it 
never  produces  satiety.  The  peach  and  the  grape  are  the  two 
most  precious  of  the  gifts  of  Providence,  in  the  way  of  ^its. 

Titat  night  most  of  the  immigrants  slept  in  the  ship  ;  nearly 
all  of  them,  however,  for  the  last  time.  About  ten  in  the  fore- 
noon. Brown  came  running  down  to  the  reef,  through  the  east- 
ern passage,  to  report  Waally  well  off,  having  quitted  the  grODp 
to  witidward,  and  made  the  bc»t  of  his  way  toward  his  own  tai- 
unds,  without  turning  aside  to  make  a  starting-point  of  Eanco- 
eus.  It  was  a  good  deal  questioned  whether  the  chief  would 
find  his  proper  dominions,  after  a  run  of  four  hundred  miles ; 
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duty,  the  reef  resembling  a  bee-hive  just  at  that  point.  Bill 
Brown,  who  still  commanded  the  Abraham,  was,  of  course,  pres- 
ent ;  and  he  made  an  occasion  to  get  in  company  with  the  gov- 
ernor, with  whom  he  held  the  following  short  dialogue  : 

"  A  famous  ship's  company  is  this,  sir,  you've  landed  among 
us,  and  some  on  'em  is  what  I  calls  of  the  right  sort !" 

**  I  understand  you.  Bill,"  answered  Mark,  smiling.  **  Your 
commission  has  been  duly  executed ;  and  Phoabe  is  here,  ready 
to  be  spliced  as  soon  as  there  shall  be  an  opportunity." 

^^That  is  easily  enough  made,  when  people's  so  inclined,"  said 
Bill,  fidgeting.  **  If  you'd  be  so  good,  sir,  as  just  to  point  out 
the  young  woman  to  me,  I  might  be  beginning  to  like  her,  in 
the  meanwhile." 

^^YouTigf  Nothing  was  said  about  that  in  the  order,  Bill. 
Tou  wished  a  wife,  invoiced  and  consigned  to  yourself ;  and  one 
has  been  shipped,  accordingly.  You  must  consider  the  state 
of  the  market,  and  remember  that  the  article  is  in  demand  pre- 
cisely as  it  is  youthful." 

**  Well,  well,  sir,  I'll  not  throw  her  on  your  hands,  if  she's 
old  enough  to  be  my  mother ;  though  I  do  rather  suppose,  Mr. 
Woolston,  you  stood  by  an  old  shipmate  in  a  foreign  land,  and 
that  there  is  a  companion  suitable  for  a  fellow  of  only  two-and- 
thirty  sent  out  ?" 

**  Of  that  you  shall  judge  for  yourself,  Bill.  Here  she 
comes,  carrying  a  looking-glass,  as  if  it  were  to  look  at  her 
own  pretty  face  ;  and  if  she  prove  to  be  only  as  good  as  she  is 
good-looking,  you  will  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied.  What 
is  more.  Bill,  your  wife  does  not  come  empty-handed,  having  a 
great  many  articles  that  will  help  to  set  you  up  comfortably  in 
housekeeping." 

Brown  was  highly  pleased  with  the  governor's  choice,  which 
had  been  made  with  a  due  regard  to  the  interests  and  tastes  of 
the  absent  shipmate.  Phoabe  appeared  well  satisfied  with  her 
allotted  husband,  and  that  very  day  the  couple  were  united  in 
the  cabin  of  the  Abraham.  On  the  same  occasion,  the  cere- 
mony was  performed  for  Unas  and  Juno,  as  well  as  for  Peters 


mill  his  Indian  wife  ;  tho  governor  coDsidcring  it  proper  tint 
rF<;,iriJ  to  appcar^inces  and  nil  decent  obacrvances  sfaonld  be 
laid,  as  ciimportu'd  with  their  situation. 

About  sunset  ot  the  third  duy  aflcr  the  arrival  of  ibo  Ranco- 
I'lis,  the  Abniham  itailed  for  the  peak,  liHving  on  board  some- 
wliMt  leiWi  thau  a  hundred  of  the  immigrants,  including  females 
and  cliililron.  The  Noshamony  preceded  hur  several  houra, 
t-dkiiig  iicross  the  governor  and  hia  tamily.  Mark  longed  to  see 
lii.>>  sister  Anne,  and  bis  two  brothcra  participated  in  this  wiah, 
it'  posRitilc,  in  a  still  more  lively  manner. 

The  meeting  of  those  membera  of  the  same  family  was  of 
the  most  touching  character.  The  young  men  found  their 
sister  iimch  better  established  tlian  they  had  anticipated,  and 
i[i  the  enjoyment  of  very  many  more  comforta  tbac  they  bad 
Biipposcd  it  was  in  the  power  of  any  one  to  possess  in  a  colony 
slill  so  you[ig.  Ueaton  had  erected  a  habitation  for  himself^  ill 
a  charming  grove,  where  there  were  water,  fruits,  and  other 
cDTneniencefl   iie:ir    at   hand,   and   where    his   own  family  was 
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tbcj  coutd  scarcely  believe  in  its  reality  I  It  is  trnc,  nothing 
remarkable  or  aiiexpected  met  their  eyes  in  the  shape  of  arti- 
ficial accessories ;  but  the  beautiful  gifts  of  Providence,  and 
the  natural  beauties  of  the  spot,  as  much  exceeded  their  antici- 
pations as  it  did  their  power  of  imagining  such  glories  I  The 
admixture  of  softness  and  magnificence  made  a  whole  that  they 
had  never  before  beheld  in  any  other  portion  of  the  globe  ;  and 
there  was  qot  one  among  them  all  that  did  not,  for  the  mo- 
ment, feel  and  speak  as  if  he  or  she  had  been  suddenly  trans- 
formed to  an  earthly  paradise. 
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CHAPTER  XXIL 

Ai  tacb  th 
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The  colony  h.td  now  rcaclieii  a  point  when  it  bec&me 
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wcro  to   be  establislied,  on  which  the  governor  bad  loDff 
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character  to  encourage,  and  not  to  depress  exertion.  So  long 
as  a  man  toiled  for  himself  and  those  nearest  and  dearest  to  him, 
society  had  a  security  for  his  doing  much  that  would  be  want- 
ing where  the  proceeds  of  the  entire  community  were  to  be 
shared  in  common  ;  and  on  the  knowledge  of  this  simple  and 
obvious  truth  did  our  young  legislator  found  his  theory  of 
government  Protect  all  in  their  rights  equally,  but,  that  done, 
let  every  man  pursue  his  road  to  happiness  in  his  own  way; 
conceding  no  more  of  his  natural  rights  than  were  necessary  to 
the  great  ends  of  peace,  security,  and  law.  Such  was  Mark's 
theory.  As  for  the  modem  crotchet  that  men  yielded  no  natu- 
ral right  to  government,  but  were  to  receive  all  and  return 
nothing,  the  governor,  in  plain  language,  was  not  fool  enough 
to  believe  it  He  was  perfectly  aware  that  when  a  man  gives 
authority  to  society  to  compel  him  to  attend  court  as  a  witness, 
for  instance,  he  yields  just  so  much  of  his  natural  rights  to  so- 
ciety as  might  be  necessary  to  empower  him  to  stay  away  if 
he  saw  fit;  and  so  on,  through  the  whole  of  the  very  long  cat- 
alogue of  the  claims  which  the  most  indulgent  communities 
make  upon  the  services  of  their  citizens.  Mark  understood  the 
great  desideratum  to  be,  not  the  setting  up  of  theories  to  which 
every  attendant  fact  gives  the  lie,  but  the  ascertaining,  as  near  as 
human  infirmity  will  allow,  the  precise  point  at  which  conces- 
sion to  government  ought  to  terminate,  and  that  of  uncontrolled 
individual  freedom  commence.  He  was  not  visionary  enough 
to  suppose  that  he  was  to  be  the  first  to  make  this  great  discov- 
ery ;  but  he  was  conscious  of  entering  on  the  task  with  the  purest 
intentions.  Our  governor  had  no  relish  for  power  for  power's 
Fake,  but  only  wielded'  it  for  the  general  good.  By  nature,  he 
was  more  disposed  to  seek  happiness  in  a  very  small  circle,  and 
would  have  been  just  as  well  satisfied  to  let  another  govern  as 
to  rule  himself,  had  there  been  another  suited  to  such  a  station. 
But  there  was  not  His  own  early  habits  of  command,  the  pe- 
culiar circumstances  which  had  first  put  him  in  possession  of 
the  territory,  as  if  it  were  a  special  gift  of  Providence  to  him- 
self^ his  past  agency  in  bringing  about  the  actual  state  of  things. 


nnil  his  profnTty,  which  amounted  to  more  than  that  of  all  tht 
ri^st  ijf  the  culnuy  put  together,  contributed  to  give  him  a  title 
.itjil  aiithoril}'  to  rule,  which  would  have  set  the  claims  of  anj 
rivul  at  dcfiaiioe,  had  such  a  person  existed.  But  there  wai 
no  rival;  not  a  beiog  present  desiring  to  see  another  ia  his 
place. 

The  Hrst  Bti:|j  of  the  gorernor  was  to  appoint  hia  brother, 
\brihtiii  \^  jKlon  the  secretary  of  the  colonr.  In  that  age 
\ineri  i  hdd  \Lr>  different  notions  of  office  and  of  ita  dignity, 
f  th  ri.  pi  t  due  to  authority,  and  of  the  men  who  wielded 
]t  tj  j[iL  ^^  II  it  pret  ail  at  the  present  lime.  Tho  colonists,  com- 
II  ^  14  thiv  diJ  from  America,  brought  with  them  Che  Dotions 
of  ihi,  timis  nnil  treated  their  superiors  accordingly.  In  the 
last  i.nturi  a  governor  was  "  the  governor,"  and  not  "oar  gov- 
erour  an  !  a  secretary  "  the  aecretary,"  and  not  "  oar  sccre- 
tan  men  ilow  taking  more  liberties  with  what  tliey  fancy 
their  own  than  naa  their  wont  with  what  they  believed  had 
betn  Bet    utr  them  for  their  good.     Mr,  Secretary  Wootston 
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crease  this  number  by  further  immigration,  unless  in  special 
cases,  and  then  only  after  due  deliberation  and  inquiry.  Great 
care  had  been  taken  with  the  characters  of  the  present  settlers, 
and  careless  infusions  of  new  members  might  undo  a  great  deal 
of  good  that  had  already  been  done.  This  matter  was  early 
laid  before  the  new  council,  and  the  opinions  of  the  governor 
met  with  a  unanimous  concurrence. 

On  the  subject  of  the  council,  it  may  be  well  to  say  a  word. 
It  was  increased  to  nine,  and  a  new  election  was  made,  the  in- 
cumbents holding  their  offices  for  life.  This  last  provision  was 
made  to  prevent  the  worst  part,  and  the  most  corrupting  in- 
fluence of  politics,  viz.,  the  elections,  from  getting  too  much 
sway  over  the  public  mind.  The  new  council  was  composed  as 
follows,  viz. : 

Messrs.  Heaton, 
Ponnock, 
BettA. 

A.  Woolston,     r  *^*  governor's  brothers. 

Charlton, 

Saunders, 

Wilmot,  and 

Warrington. 

These  names  belonged  to  the  most  intelligent  men  of  the 
colony,  Betts,  perhaps,  excepted ;  but  his  claims  were  too  ob- 
vious to  be  slighted.  Betts  had  good  sense,  moreover,  and  a 
great  deal  of  modesty.  All  the  rest  of  the  council  had  more 
or  less  claims  to  be  gentlemen,  but  Bob  never  pretended  to  that 
character.  He  knew  his  own  qualifications,  and  did  not  render 
himself  ridiculous  by  aspiring  to  be  more  than  he  really  was ; 
still,  his  practical  knowledge  made  him  a  very  useful  member 
of  the  council,  where  his  opinions  were  always  heard  with  at- 
tention and  respect.  Charlton  and  Wilmot  were  merchants, 
and  intended  to  embark  regularly  in  trade ;  while  Wanington, 
who  possessed  more  fortune  than  any  of  the  other  colonists,  un- 
less it  might  be  the  governor,  called  himself  a  farmer,  though 
he  had  a  respectable  amount  of  general  science,  and  was  well 
read  in  most  of  the  liberal  studies. 
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^^'a^^ingto□  was  made  judge,  with  a  small  salary,  sll  of  nliich 
he  gave  to  l)if  clergyman,  the  Rev.  Mr.  White.  This  was  dona 
Ik'Ouli^  Im  hud  DO  need  of  tbo  money  himself,  and  there  via 
no  olhur  provision  for  the  parson  than  free  contributions.  John 
Woolstoij,  »ho  had  read  law,  was  named  attorney -gen  era],  ot 
colouy'ii  attorney,  as  the  office  naB  more  modestly  etyled ;  to 
»  hlcli  dmii^s  he  added  those  of  sarveyoT-gencral.  Charles  re- 
ceived his  snlary,  which  was  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  being 
in  need  of  it.  The  qnestion  of  salary,  as  respects  the  govern- 
or, was  also  aettlcd.  Mark  had  do  occasion  for  the  money, 
owning  all  the  vessels,  with  most  of  the  cargo  of  the  Rancoctis, 
as  well  ns  having  brought  out  with  him  do  less  a  sum  than  five 
Ihou^^and  dollars,  principally  in  change — halves,  quarters,  shil- 
lings, and  sixpences.  Then  a  question  might  well  arise,  wheth- 
er lie  did  not  own  most  of  the  stock;  a  lai^  part  of  it  was 
his  beyond  uil  dispute,  thongh  some  doubts  might  exist  as  to  the 
remainder.  On  this  saliject  the  governor  came  to  a  most  wise 
dei'isiciii.  lie  was  fnlly  aware  that  nothing  was  more  demoraliz- 
o  Euflbr  ther 
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ket  value.  AUiough  no  grass  or  vegetables  had  been  destroyed 
by  Harris  in  his  walks,  he  had  molested  Warner  in  such  an  en- 
joyment of  his  dwelling  as,  in  intendment  of  law,  every  citizen 
was  entitled  to  in  his  possessions.  The  trespass  was  an  aggra- 
vated one,  and  damages  were  given  accordingly.  In  deliver- 
ing his  judgment,  the  governor  took  occasion  to  state,  that  in 
the  administration  of  the  law,  the  rights  of  every  man  would 
be  protected  in  the  fullest  extent,  not  only  as  connected  with 
pecuniary  considerations,  but  as  connected  with  all  those  moral 
uses  and  feelings  which  contribute  to  human  happiness.  This 
decision  met  with  applause,  and  was  undoubtedly  right  in  itseH 
It  was  approved,  because  the  well-intentioned  colonists  had  not 
learned  to  confound  liberty  with  licentiousness,  but  understood 
the  former  to  be  the  protection  of  the  citizen  in  the  enjoyment 
of  all  his  innocent  tastes,  enjoyments,  and  personal  rights,  after 
making  such  concessions  to  government  as  are  necessary  to  its 
maintenance.  Thrice  happy  would  it  be  for  all  lands,  whether 
they  are  termed  despotisms  or  democracies,  could  they 
thoroughly  feel  the  justice  of  this  definition,  and  carry  out  its 
intention  in  practice. 

The  council  was  convened  the  day  succeeding  its  election. 
After  au  few  preliminary  matters  were  disposed  of,  the  great 
question  was  laid  before  it,  of  a  division  of  property  and  the 
grant  of  real  estate.  Warrington  and  Charles  Woolston  laid 
down  the  theory,  that  the  fee  of  all  the  land  was,  by  gift  of 
Providence,  in  the  governor,  and  that  his  patent,  or  sign- 
manual,  was  necessary  for  passing  the  title  into  other  hands. 
This  theory  had  an  affinity  to  that  of  the  common  law,  which 
made  the  prince  the  suzerain,  and  rendered  him  the  heir  of  all 
escheated  estates.  But  Mark's  humility,  not  to  say  his  justice, 
met  this  doctrine  on  the  threshold.  He  admitted  the  sover- 
eignty and  its  right,  but  placed  it  in  the  body  of  the  colony, 
instead  of  in  himself.  As  the  party  most  interested  took  this 
view  of  the  case,  they  who  were  disposed  to  regard  his  rights 
as  more  sweeping,  were  fain  to  submit  The  land  was  there- 
fore declared  to  be  the  property  of  the  state.     Ample  grant8| 
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linwevcr,  were  made  bolh  to  tlie  governor  and  Bctts,  as  ori^- 
iinl  possesRurs,  or  discoverers,  aud  it  was  held  in  law  that  tbeir 
elaiins  were  lliiis  compromised.  The  grants  to  Governor  Wool- 
ttton  iticliided  quite  a  thousand  acres  on  the  peak,  which  was 
computed  to  contain  near  thirty  thousand,  and  an  island  of 
iihoiit  tlie  same  extent  in  the  gruup,  nhieh  was  beautifully 
situated  near  its  centre,  and  less  than  ii  league  from  the  crater. 
Bi'tts  had  one  hundred  acres  granted  to  him,  near  the  crater 
also.  lie  refused  any  other  grant,  aa  a  right  growing  ont  of 
original  possession.  Nor  waa  his  reasoning  bad  on  the  occasion. 
When  he  was  driven  off,  in  the  Xeahamony,  the  reef.  Loam 
Island,  Ouano  Island,  and  twenty  or  thirty  rocks,  composed  all 
the  dry  land.  He  had  never  seen  the  peak  until  Mark  was  in 
poB.ses«ioti  of  it,  aud  had  no  particular  claim  there.  When  the 
council  came  to  make  its  general  grants,  he  was  willing  lo  come 
in  for  his  proper  share  with  the  rest  of  the  people,  aud  he 
wanted  no  wore.  Hoiiton  had  a  special  grant  of  two  hundred 
acres  maile  to  him  on  the  peak,  and  another  in  the  group  of 
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way,  then,  every  male  of  full  age  was  put  in  possession  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  in  fee. 

As  the  lottery  did  not  regard  the  wishes  of  parties,  many 
private  bargains  were  made,  previously  to  the  issuing  of  the 
patents,  in  order  that  friends  and  connections  might  be  placed 
near  to  each  other.  Some  sold  their  rights,  exchanging  with  a 
difference,  while  others  sold  altogether  on  the  peak,  or  in  the 
group,  willing  to  confine  their  possessions  to  one  or  the  othor 
of  these  places.  In  this  manner  Mr.  Warrington,  or  Judge 
Warrington,  as  he  was  now  called,  bought  three  fifty-acre  lots 
adjoining  his  own  share  on  the  peak,  and  sold  his  hundred-acre 
lot  in  the  group.  The  price  established  by  these  original  sales 
would  seem  to  give  a  value  of  ten  dollars  an  acre  to  land  on 
the  peak,  and  of  three  dollars  an  acre  to  land  in  the  group. 
Some  lots,  however,  had  a  higher  value  than  others,  all  these 
things  being  left  to  be  determined  by  the  estimate  which  the 
colonists  placed  on  their  respective  valuations.  As  every  thing 
was  conducted  on  a  general  and  understood  principle,  and  the 
drawing  was  made  fairly  and  in  public,  there  was  no  discon- 
tent ;  though  some  of  the  lots  were  certainly  a  good  deal  pref- 
erable to  others.  Tlie  greatest  difference  in  value  existed  in 
the  lots  in  the  group,  where  soil  and  water  were  often  wanted ; 
though,  on  the  whole,  much  more  of  both  was  found  than  had 
been  at  first  expected.  There  were  vast  deposits  of  mud,  and 
others  of  sand,  and  Ileaton  early  suggested  the  expediency  of 
mixing  the  two  together,  by  way  of  producing  fertility.  An 
experiment  of  this  nature  had  been  tried,  under  his  orders, 
during  the  absence  of  the  governor,  and  the  result  was  of  the 
most  satisfactory  nature,  the  acre  thus  manured  producing 
abundantly. 

As  it  was  the  sand  that  was  to  be  conveyed  to  the  mud,  the 
toil  was  much  less  than  might  have  been  imagined.  Tliis  sand 
usually  lay  near  the  water,  and  the  numberless  channels  ad- 
mitted of  its  being  transported  in  boats  along  a  vast  reach  of 
shore.  Each  lot  having  a  water  front,  every  man  might 
manure  a  few  acres  by  this  process,  without  any  great   ex- 
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pL-nse  ;  anJ  no  sooner  were  the  rights  determined,  and  tb«  ' 
(iLTiitions  of  the  parties  made  as  to  their  final  settleraenia,  than 
many  went  to  work  to  render  the  cracked  and  baked  mud  left 
by  the  retiriug  ocean  fertile  and  profitable.  Lighters  were  con- 
fitructcd  for  the  purpose,  and  the  colonbta  formed  themselves 
into  gnngs,  luboriog  in  common,  and  transpoiijng  so  many 
loads  of  sand  to  each  levee,  as  the  banks  were  called,  though 
nut  raised  as  on  the  Mississippi,  and  distributing  it  hountifullj' 
over  the  surface.  The  spado  was  emploj*ed  to  mix  the  two 
earths  together. 

Most  of  the  allotments  of  land,  in  the  group,  were  in  the 
immediate  neighborhood  of  the  reef.  As  there  were  quite  a 
hundred  of  thcni,  more  than  ten  thousand  acres  of  the  islands 
were  thus  taken  up,  at  the  start.  By  a  rough  ealculation,  how- 
ever, the  group  extended  cast  and  west  siity-three  miles,  and 
north  and  south  about  fifty — the  reef  being  a  rery  little  west 
and  a  very  little  south  of  its  centre.  Of  this  auriace  it  ww 
thought  something  like  throe-fourths  was  dry  Innd,  or  naked 
rouk.      This  would   trive  rather  more  than  a  million  and   a  half 


OR,     yUL0AN*8     PEAK.  359 

means  to  account ;  but  all  experience  proves  that  each  individu- 
al usually  takes  tho  best  care  of  his  own  intcrc^^ts,  and  that  the 
system  is  wisest  which  grants  to  him  the  amplest  opportunity 
so  to  do. 

To  work  all  went,  the  men  forming  themselves  into  gangs, 
and  aiding  each  other.  The  want  of  horses  and  neat  cattle  was 
much  felt,  more  especially  as  Heaton^s  experience  set  every  one 
at  the  sand,  as  the  first  step  in  a  profitable  husbandry  :  wheel- 
barrows, however,  were  made  use  of  instead  of  carts,  and  it  was 
found  that  a  dozen  pairs  of  hands  could  do  a  good  deal  with 
that  utensil,  in  the  course  of  a  day.  All  sorts  of  contrivances 
were  resorted  to  in  order  to  transport  the  sand,  but  the  gov- 
ernor established  a  regular  system,  by  which  the  lighter  should 
deliver  one  load  at  each  farm,  in  succession.  By  the  end  of  a 
month  it  was  found  that  a  good  deal  had  been  done,  the  dis- 
tances being  short,  and  the  other  facilities  constantly  increasing 
by  the  accession  of  new  boats. 

All  sorts  of  habitations  were  invented.  The  scarcity  of  wood 
in  the  group  was  a  serious  evil,  and  it  was  found  indispensable 
to  import  that  material.  Part  of  Rancocus  Island  was  well 
wooded,  there  growing,  among  other  trees,  a  quantity  of  noble 
yellow  pines.  Bigelow  was  sent  across  in  the  Abraham  to  set 
up  a  mill,  and  to  cut  lumber.  There  being  plenty  of  water- 
power,  the  mill  was  soon  got  at  work,  and  a  lot  of  excellent 
plank,  boards,  etc.,  were  shipped  in  the  schooner  for  the  crater. 
Shingle-makers  were  also  employed,  the  cedar  abounding,  as 
well  as  the  pine.  The  transportation  to  the  coast  was  the  point 
of  difficulty  on  Rancocus  Island  as  well  as  elsewhere ;  none  of 
the  cattle  being  yet  old  enough  to  be  used.  Socrates  had  three 
pairs  of  yearling  steers,  and  one  of  two  years  old,  breaking,  but 
it  was  too  soon  to  set  either  at  work.  With  the  last,  a  little 
very  light  labor  was  done,  but  it  was  more  to  train  the  animals 
than  with  any  other  object. 

On  Rancocus  Island,  however,  Bigelow  made  a  very  inge- 
nious canal,  that  was  of  vast  service  in  floating  logs  to  the  mill. 
The  dam  made  a  long,  nan*ow  pond,  that  penetrated  two  or  three 
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miles  lip  a  gorge  in  the  mouDtains,  and  into  thlt  dam  the  logs 
\vcro  rolled  down  the  declivitiea.  When  cut  iiito  lumber,  it 
was  fouQil  that  the  stream  below  the  mill  woald  cany  ecoall 
rafts  down  to  the  sea. 

While  all  thc:w  projects  were  in  the  coarse  of  operatioa,  tlic 
governor  did  not  forget  the  high  iotercsts  connected  with  his 
foreign  relations.  Waally  was  to  be  looked  to,  and  Ooroony'8 
sua  to  be  righted.  The  coaitcil  wiis  nnanimously  of  opioion 
that  sound  policy  required  sach  an  exhibition  of  force  on  the 
part  of  the  colony,  aa  should  tnako  a  lasting  impression  on  their 
turbulent  neighbors.  An  expedition  was  accordingly  fitted  out, 
in  which  the  Mermaid,  the  Abraham,  and  a  new  pilot-hoat- 
buiit  schooner,  of  fifty  toua  burden,  were  employed.  This  new 
s:iliooiK'r  was  nearly  ready  for  launching  when  the  RancocuB  re- 
turned, iind  was  put  into  the  water  for  the  occasion.  She  had 
bt'tii  laid  down  in  the  cove,  where  Bigelow  had  found  room  for 
a  RutHcient  yiird,  and  where  timber  was  nearer  at  hand  than  on 
the  ri^cf.  Ah  Rancocua  Island  supplied  the  most  accessible  and 
the  best  lumliur,  the  council  hud  determined  to  make  a  perms' 
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vast  quantity  of  lumber  bad  been  carried  over  to  tbe  reet  As 
saudal-wood  bad  been  collecting  for  tbe  twelve  montbs  of  ber 
late  absence,  tbe  Rancocas  bad  also  been  filled  up,  and  bad 
taken  in  a  new  cargo  for  Canton.  It  was  not  the  intention  of 
tbe  governor  to  command  bis  sbip  tbis  voyage ;  but  be  gave 
ber  to  Saunders,  wbo  was  every  way  competent  to  tbe  trust. 
Wben  all  was  ready,  tbe  Rancocus,  tbe  Mermaid,  tbe  Abrabam, 
aod  tbe  Anne,  as  tbe  new  pilot-boat  scbooner  was  called,  sailed 
for  Bettors  group ;  it  being  a  part  of  tbe  governor's  plan  to  use 
tbe  sbip,  in  passing,  witb  a  view  to  intimidate  bis  enemies.  In 
consequence  of  tbe  revolution  tbat  bad  put  Waally  up  again, 
every  one  of  tbe  Eoinnakas  wbo  bad  gone  out  in  tbe  Rancocus 
on  ber  last  voyage,  refused  to  go  bome,  knowing  tbat  tbey 
would  at  once  be  impressed  into  Waally's  service ;  and  tbey 
all  now  cbeerfully  sbipped  anew,  for  a  second  voyage  to  foreign 
lands.  By  tbis  time,  tbese  men  were  very  useful ;  and  tbe 
governor  bad  a  project  for  bringing  up  a  number  of  tbe  lads  of 
the  islands,  and  of  making  use  of  them  in  tbe  public  service. 
Tbis  scheme  was  connected  witb  bis  contemplated  success,  and 
formed  no  small  part  of  tbe  policy  of  tbe  day. 

Tbe  appearance  of  so  formidable  a  force  as  was  now  brougbt 
against  Waally,  reduced  tbat  turbulent  cbief  to  terms  without 
a  battle.  About  twenty  of  bis  canoes  bad  got  separated  from 
tbe  rest  of  tbe  fleet  in  a  squall,  while  returning  from  tbe  unsuc- 
cessful attempt  on  tbe  reef^  and  tbey  were  never  beard  of  more ; 
or  if  heard  of^  it  was  in  uncertain  rumors,  which  gave  an  ac- 
count of  tbe  arrival  of  three  or  four  canoes  at  some  islands  a 
long  way  to  leeward,  with  a  bandful  of  balf-starved  warriors  on 
board.  It  is  supposed  tbat  all  tbe  rest  perisbed  at  sea.  Tbis 
disaster  bad  rendered  Waally  unpopular  among  tbe  friends  of 
those  wbo  were  lost ;  and  tbat  unpopularity  was  beigbtened  by 
tbe  want  of  success  in  tbe  expedition  itself.  Success  is  all  in 
all  witb  tbe  common  mind  ;  and  we  daily  see  tbe  vulgar  shout- 
ing at  tbe  heels  of  those  whom  tbey  are  ready  to  crucify  at  tlie 
first  turn  of  fortune.  In  tbis  good  land  of  ours,  popularity  adds 
to  its  more  worthless  properties  tbe  substantial  result  of  power ; 
16 


aui]  it.  ii»  not  siirprUiag  that  so  many  forgut  tLeir  Ood  in  tliu 
(.■nJunviir  to  court  the  people.  In  time,  honever,  i^l  of  these 
persona  of  inistjikcn  ambition  come  to  exclaim,  with  Shakt- 
pe.re'sWoU.)- 

-  Uta  1  bol  K-ne-l  my  Ood  vHh  bnlf  the  K-il 
1  MTi.-d  mj  tbg,  b«  ODUM  not  In  vlQe  ■«« 
IJuvt  Tun  nw  ulwd  tu  mine  eanDleL" 

Wnally's  power,  already  tottering  through  the  inflaenco  of 
evil  fortune,  ernriihloil  entirely  before  the  force  Governor  Wool- 
Eton  now  liruught  against  it.  Althoagh  the  latter  had  but 
forty  whites  with  him,  tbcy  came  in  nhips,  and  provided  with 
ciinnon;  aii<l  not  a  chief  dreamed  of  Btaridiug  by  the  offender, 
in  tliis  lii-i  hour  of  need.  Waally  had  the  tact  to  comprehend 
Lis  viluntiiin.  nnil  the  wisdom  to  submit  to  his  fortune.  He 
a.'iLt  a  iiit'sscn^iiT  to  the  governor  with  a  palm- branch,  offering 
til  iL-siorc  young  Ooroony  to  ail  his  fatlier'a  authority,  and  to 
conlint!  himself  to  hia  etriotlj  inherited  dominions.  Such,  in 
fiu:l,  Vinn  tiie  liiisis  of  the  treaty  that  was  now  made,  though 
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ment,  as  did  half  the  females  of  the  colony.  Justice  and  kind 
treatment,  in  fact,  produced  their  usual  results  in  the  cases  of 
these  hundred  youths,  e^ery  one  of  whom  got  to  be,  in  the 
end,  far  more  attached  to  the  reef  and  its  customs,  than  to  their 
own  islands  and  their  original  habits.  The  sea,  no  doubt,  con- 
tributed its  share  to  this  process  of  civilization ;  for  it  is  ever 
found  that  the  man  who  gets  a  thorough  taste  for  that  element, 
is  loth  to  quit  it  again  for  terra  firma. 

One  hundred  able-bodied  men  were  added  to  the  recruits 
that  the  governor  obtained  in  Bctto's  group.  They  were  taken 
as  hired  laborers,  and  not  as  hostages.  Beads  and  old  iron 
were  to  be  their  pay,  with  fish-hooks,  and  such  other  trifles  as 
had  a  value  in  their  eyes ;  and  their  engagement  was  limited  to 
two  months.  There  was  a  disposition  among  a  few  of  the 
colonists  to  make  slaves  of  these  men,  and  to  work  their  lands 
by  means  of  a  physical  force  obtained  in  Betto*s  group ;  but 
to  this  scheme  the  council  would  not  lend  itself  for  a  moment. 
The  governor  well  knew  that  the  usefulness,  virtue,  and  moral 
condition  of  his  people  depended  on  their  being  employed, 
and  he  had  no  wish  to  undermine  the  permanent  prosperity  of 
the  colony,  by  resorting  to  an  expedient  that  might  do  well 
enough  for  a  short  time,  but  which  would  certainly  bring  its 
own  punishment  in  the  end. 

Still,  an  accession  of  physical  force,  properly  directed,  would 
be  of  great  use  in  this  early  age  of  the  colony.  The  laborers 
were  accordingly  engaged ;  but  this  was  done  by  the  govern- 
ment, which  not  only  took  the  control  of  the  men,  but  which 
also  engaged  to  see  them  paid  the  promised  remuneration.  An- 
other good  was  abo  anticipated  from  this  arrangement.  The  two 
groups  must  exist  as  friends  or  as  enemies.  So  long  as  young 
Ooroony  reigned,  it  was  thought  there  would  be  little  difficulty 
in  maintaining  amicable  relations ;  and  it  was  hoped  that  the 
intercourse  created  by  this  arrangement,  aided  by  the  trade  in 
sandal-wood,  might  have  the  effect  to  bind  the  natives  to  the 
whites  by  the  tie  of  interest. 

The  vessels  lay  at  Bettors  group  a  fortnight,  completing  all 


the  arrangemeotg  m&de ;  though  the  KancocuH  sailed  on  her 
vovago  na  sooti  as  the  terras  of  the  treaty  were  agreed  on, 
and  the  Aim(!  ^oa  Hcnt  back  to  the  reef  with  the  news  that  the 
war  had  terminated.  As  for  Waally,  he  waa  obliged  to  place 
his  fdv'-rite  son  in  the  hands  of  young  Ooroony,  who  held  the 
youthful  chief  as  a  hostage  for  his  father^s  good  behavior. 


OK.  vuloan's  pbak.         865 


CHAPTER  XXm. 

**  ThoQ  Shalt  seek  the  boach  of  sand 
Where  the  water  booiida  the  elfin  Umd; 
Th<ra  ahalt  watch  the  oot y-  brine 
Till  the  sturgeon  leaps  in  the  bright  moonshln«| 
Then  dart  the  glistening  arch  below, 
And  catch  a  drop  from  his^lrer  bow ; 
The  water-sprites  will  wield  their  arms. 
And  dash  around,  with  roar  and  raye. 
And  Tain  are  the  woodland  spirit's  charms, 

Thej  are  the  imps  that  rale  the  ware. 
Yet  trust  thee  in  thy  single  might; 
If  thy  heart  be  pure,  and  thy  spirit  right, 
Thou  Shalt  win  the  warlike  fight" 

Dkakx. 

A  TWELVEMONTH  passcd,  after  the  return  of  the  expedition 
against  Betto's  group,  without  the  occurrence  of  any  one  very 
marked  event.  Within  that  time,  Bridget  made  Mark  the 
&ther  of  a  fine  boy,  and  Anne  bore  her  fourth  child  to  Heaton. 
The  propagation  of  the  human  species,  indeed,  flourished  mar- 
vellously, no  less  than  seventy-eight  children  having  been  bom 
in  the  course  of  that  single  year.  There  were  a  few  deaths — 
only  one  among  the  adults,  the  result  of  an  accident — the  health 
of  the  colony  having  been  excellent.  An  enumeration,  made 
near  the  close  of  the  year,  showed  a  total  of  three  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  souls,  including  those  absent  in  the  Rancocus,  and 
excluding  the  Eoinnakas. 

As  for  these  E[annakas,  the  results  of  their  employment  quite 
equalled  the  governor's  expectations.  They  would  not  labor 
like  civilized  men,  it  is  true,  nor  was  it  easy  to  make  them  use 
tools ;  but  at  lifts,  and  drags,  and  heavy  work,  they  could  be, 
and  were,  made  to  do  a  vast  deal.  The  first  great  object  of  the 
Sfovemor  had  been  to  get  his  people  all  comfortably  housed,  be* 
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nenih  gnod  roofs,  and  out  of  the  way  of  the  rains.  Fortunately 
tlicrc  were  no  decayed  vegetable  substances  in  tLe  group,  to  pro- 
duct-' fcvf!r5  ;  and  ao  long  as  the  person  could  bo  kept  dry,  there 
uiis  Utile  dftuger  to  the  health. 

Friur  sorts  or  ctiiBsea  of  houses  were  erected,  each  man  bo- 
it><;  left  tochoosc  for  himself,  with  the  understanding  that  he  was 
to  receive  a  certain  amount  in  FaJue  froin  the  commonwealth,  by 
coutL'ibiitit>ii  in  labor  or  in  materials.  All  beyond  that  amount 
wiLs  to  be  paid  for.  To  equalize  advantages,  a  tariff  was  estab- 
li.ibfil,  a.''  to  the  value  of  labor  and  materiaK  These  materiaU 
cfjii*'i,ited  of  liiTuber,  including  shingles,  stone,  lime,  and  bricks — 
biiL'ks  burned,  as  well  as  those  which  were  uubumed,  or 
ndolie.     Nails  were  also  delivered  from  the  public  store,  free  of 

Clf  course,  no  one,  at  first,  thonght  of  building  very  largely. 
Srtiiill  kitchens  were  all  that  were  got  up,  at  the  commencement, 
and  they  varied  in  size,  according  to  the  means  of  their  owueis, 
iis  much  as  they  differed  in  materials.     Some  built  of  wood  ; 
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pose.  The  adobe  answered  very  well  when  securely  roofed, 
though  it  was  thought  the  unburnt  brick  absorbed  more  mois- 
ture than  the  brick  which  had  been  burned. 

The  largest  of  all  the  private  dwellings  thus  erected  was 
thirty  feet  square,  and  the  smallest  was  fifteen.  The  last  had 
its  cooking  apartment  under  a  shed,  however,  detached  from 
the  house.  Most  of  the  ovens  were  thus  placed ;  and  in  many 
instances  the  chimneys  stood  entirely  without  the  buildings, 
even  when  they  were  attached  to  them.  There  was  but  one 
house  of  two  stories,  and  that  was  John  Pennock's,  who  had 
sufficient  means  to  construct  such  a  building.  As  for  the  gov- 
ernor, he  did  not  commence  building  at  all  until  nearly  every 
one  else  was  through,  when  he  laid  the  comer-stones  of  two 
habitations ;  one  on  the  peak,  which  was  his  private  property, 
standing  on  his  estate,  and  the  other  on  the  reef,  which  was 
strictly  intended  to  be  a  government,  or  Colony  House.  The 
first  was  of  brick,  and  the  last  of  stone,  and  of  great  solidity, 
being  intended  as  a  sort  of  fortress.  The  private  dwelling  was 
only  a  story  and  a  half  high,  but  large  on  the  ground  for  that 
region,  measuring  sixty  feet  square.  The  government  building 
was  much  larger,  measuring  two  hundred  feet  in  length  by 
sixty  feet  in  depth.  This  spacious  edifice,  however,  was  not 
altogether  intended  for  a  dwelling  for  the  governor,  but  was  so 
arranged  as  to  contain  great  quantities  of  public  property  in  its 
basement,  and  to  accommodate  the  courts  and  all  the  public 
offices  on  the  first  floor.  It  had  an  upper  story,  but  that  was 
left  unfinished  and  untenanted  for  years,  though  fitted  with 
arrangements  for  defence.  Fortunately,  cellars  were  little 
wanted  in  that  climate,  for  it  was  not  easy  to  have  one  in  the 
group.  It  is  true,  that  Pennock  caused  one  to  be  blown  out 
with  gunpowder,  under  his  dwelling,  though  every  one  proph- 
esied that  it  would  soon  be  full  of  water.  It  proved  to  be 
dry,  notwithstanding;  and  a  very  good  cellar  it  was,  being 
exceedingly  useful  against  the  heats,  though  of  cold  there  was 
none  to  guard  against. 

The  Ck»lony  House  stood  directly  opposite  to  the  drawbridge. 


eing  pliifeJ  there  for  the  purposes  of  defence,  *s  well  as  to 
iiivu  nrtoss  to  the  spring.  A  want  of  water  was  rather  an  evil 
11)  tho  reef ;  not  that  the  sands  did  not  fumi.tli  an  ample  enpply, 
luJ  lliat  of  the  most  deliciona  qnalilv,  bat  it  had  to  be  carried 
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grounds,  a  space  of  some  ten  acres  in  the  rear  of  the  building, 
he  put  in  the  drill,  and  blew  out  rock.  The  fragments  of  stone 
were  used  about  the  building ;  and  the  place  soon  presented  a 
ragged,  broken  surface,  of  which  one  might  well  despair  of 
making  any  thing.  By  perseverance,  however,  and  still  more 
by  skill  and  judgment,  the  whole  area  was  lowered  more  than 
a  foot,  and  in  many  places,  where  nature  assisted  the  work,  it 
was  lowered  several  feet.  It  was  a  disputed  question,  indeed, 
whether  stone  for  the  building  could  not  be  obtained  here,  by 
blasting,  cheaper  and  easier  than  by  transporting  it  from  Ran- 
coeus  Island.  Enough  was  procured  in  this  way  not  only  to 
construct  the  building,  but  to  enclose  the  grounds  with  a  suffi  • 
cient  wall.  When  all  was  got  off  that  was  wanted,  bout-loads 
of  mud  and  sand  were  brought  by  Elannakas,  and  deposited  in 
the  cavity.  This  was  a  great  work  for  such  a  community, 
though  it  proceeded  faster  than,  at  first,  one  might  have  sup- 
posed. The  materials  were  very  accessible,  and  the  distances 
short,  which  greatly  facilitated  the  labor,  though  unloading  was 
a  task  of  some  gravity.  The  walls  of  the  house  were  got  up  in 
about  six  months  after  the  work  was  commenced,  and  the  build- 
ing was  roofed  ;  but  though  the  gardeners  were  set  to  work  as 
soon  as  the  stones  were  out  of  the  cavities,  they  had  not  filled 
more  than  two  acres  at  the  end  of  the  period  mentioned. 

Determined  to  make  an  end  of  this  -  great  work  at  once,  the 
Abraham  was  sent  over  to  young  Ooroony  to  ask  for  assistance. 
Glad  enough  was  that  chief  to  grant  what  was  demanded  of 
him,  and  he  came  himself,  at  the  head  of  five  hundred  men,  to 
aid  his  friend  in  finishing  this  task.  Even  this  strong  body  of 
laborers  was  busy  two  months  longer,  before  the  governor  pro- 
nounced the  great  end  accomplished.  Then  he  dismissed  his 
neighbors  with  such  gifts  and  pay  as  sent  away  everybody  con- 
tented. Many  persons  thought  the  experiment  of  bringing  so 
many  savages  to  the  reef  somewhat  hazardous ;  but  no  harm 
ever  came  of  it.  On  the  contrary,  the  intercourse  had  a  good 
effect,  by  making  the  two  people  better  acquainted  with  each 
other.     The  governor  had  a  great  faculty  in  the  management 
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of  iliiise  wild  bping;s.  He  not  only  kept  them  in  good  linmm, 
liut,  wliat  was  far  more  difficult,  he  made  them  work.  They 
were  cnnverttd  into  a  sort  of  Irish  for  hia  colony.  It  U  tnie, 
one  rivilizod  man  could  do  more  than  three  of  the  Kannakas,  but 
tbu  iiumtHT  <.if  the  last  was  eo  large  that  tbey  acoompliahed  a 
^roiit  ihu\  (lurii)g  their  stay. 

Kor  »iiiild  the  governor  have  ventured  to  let  encb  dangeroni 
tjei^diliovH  iiitii  the  groap,  had  there  not  been  still  more  impo*- 
iiig  injsteriea  connected  with  the  peak,  into  which  they  were 
not  initiated.  Even  young  Ooroony  was  kept  in  ignorance  of 
what  WU4  to  he  found  on  that  dreaded  island.  He  aaw  ve.^ela 
^oinLT  anil  coming,  knew  that  the  governor  oflen  went  there,  saw 
hirange  tucM  appeiu-ing  occasionally  on  the  reef,  thai  were  on- 
dcMnod  to  belong  to  the  unknonn  laud,  and  probably  to  ■ 
people  who  were  much  more  powerful  than  those  who  were  in 
direct  eommnnication  with  the  natives. 

The  governor  induced  his  Kanakas  to  work  by  interesting 
Ihciu  in  Ihe  explosions  of  the  blasts,  merely  to  enjoy  the  pleas- 
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flowers,  grass,  and  oniamental  trees,  however,  were  all  the  gov- 
ernor aimed  at  in  these  public  grounds ;  the  plain  of  the  crater 
furnishing  fruit  and  vegetables  in  abundance,  as  yet  far  exceed- 
ing the  wants  of  the  whole  colony.  The  great  danger,  indeed, 
that  the  governor  most  apprehended,  was  that  the  beneficent 
products  of  the  region  would  render  his  people  indolent ;  an 
idle  nation  becoming,  almost  infallibly,  vicious  as  well  as  igno- 
rant. It  was  with  a  view  to  keep  the  colony  on  the  advance, 
and  to  maintain  a  spirit  of  improvement,  that  so  much  attention 
was  so  early  bestowed  on  what  might  otherwise  be  regarded 
as  purely  intellectual  pursuits,  which,  by  creating  new  wants, 
might  induce  their  subjects  to  devise  the  means  of  supplying 
them. 

The  governor  judged  right;  for  tastes  are  commonly  ac- 
quired by  imitation,  and  when  thus  acquired,  they  take  the 
strongest  hold  of  those  who  cultivate  them.  The  effect  pro- 
duced by  the  colony  garden,  or  public  grounds,  was  such  as 
twenty-fold  to  return  the  cost  and  labor  bestowed  on  it.  The 
sight  of  such  an  improvement  set  both  men  and  women  to 
work  throughout  the  group,  and  not  a  dwelling  was  erected  in 
the  town,  that  the  drill  did  not  open  the  rock,  and  mud  and 
sand  form  a  garden.  Nor  did  the  governor  himself  confine  his 
horticultural  improvements  to  the  gardens  mentioned.  Before 
he  sent  away  his  legion  of  five  hundred,  several  hundred  blasts 
were  made  in  isolated  spots  on  the  reef;  places  where  the 
natural  formation  favored  such  a  project;  and  holes  were  formed 
that  would  receive  a  boat-load  of  soil  each.  In  these  places 
trees  were  set  out,  principally  cocoa-uuts,  and  such  other  plants 
as  were  natural  to  the  situation,  due  care  being  taken  to  see  that 
each  had  sufficient  nourishment. 

'^  The  result  of  all  this  industry  was  to  produce  a  great  change 
in  the  state  of  things  at  the  reef.  In  addition  to  the  buildings 
erected,  and  to  the  gardens  made  and  planted,  within  the  town 
itself,  the  whole  surface  of  the  island  was  more  or  less  altered. 
Verdure  soon  made  its  appearance  in  places  where,  hitherto, 
nothing  but  naked  rock  had  been  seen,  and  trees  began  to  cast 


Jios  of  tliose  who  dopendcd    main 
port.     Each  and  all  of  these  heads 
lots,  both  in  the  group  and  on  the  ] 
rights,  the  better  to  get  a  good  stai 
tions.     The  merchants,  however,  es 
reef^  as  a  matter  of  necessity,  each 
constnicted  near  the  water,  with  tac 
veniences  for  taking  in  and  deliverii 
his  dwelling  near  at  hand.    As  the 
provided  for    the    Indian   trade  io 
stocks  of  such  cheap  and  coarse  art 
tives,  they  were  already  driving  a  f 
ing  considerable  quantities  of  sandal-n 
goods. 

It  is  worthy  of  being  mentioned, 
council  early  passed  a  sort  of  nav]| 
which  was  to  secure  the  carrying  tr 
motive,  however,  was  more  to  keej 
limits,  than  to  monopolize  the  profits 
visions  of  this  law,  no  canoe  could  p^ 
either  of  the  islands  of  the  colony,  w 
from  the  governor.     In  order  to  carr^ 

met   on    oTv^ — :^ 
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Physical  force,  in  the  shape  of  domestic  animals,  was  greatly 
wante'I ;  and  it  was  perhaps  the  most  costly  of  all  the  supplies 
introduced  into  the  settlements.  Of  homed  cattle  there  were 
already  about  five-and-twenty  head  in  the  colony — enough  to 
make  sure  of  the  breed — but  they  were  eithej  cows,  steers  too 
young  to  be  yet  of  much  use,  or  calves.  Nothing  was  killed, 
of  course ;  but  so  much  time  must  pass  before  the  increase 
would  give  the  succor  wanted,  that  the  governor  went  to 
unusual  expense  and  trouble  to  make  additions  to  the  herd  from 
abroad. 

As  for  the  horses,  but  three  had  been  brought  OTcr,  two  of 
which  were  mares.  The  last  had  foaled  twice  ;  and  there  were 
four  colts,  all  doing  well,  but  wanting  age  to  be  useful.  All 
the  stock  of  this  character  was  kept  on  the  peak,  in  order  to 
secure  it  from  invaders ;  and  the  old  animals,  even  to  the 
cows,  were  lightly  worked  there,  doing  a  vast  deal  that  would 
otherwise  remain  undone.  It  was  so  obviously  advantageous  to 
increase  the  amount  of  this  sort  of  force,  that  Saunders  had 
strict  orders  to  purchase  the  vessel  mentioned,  and  to  bring 
over  as  many  beasts  as  he  could  conveniently  and  safely  stow. 
With  this  object  in  view,  he  was  directed  to  call  in,  on  the 
western  side  of  Cape  Horn,  and  to  make  his  purchases  in 
South  America.  The  honied  cattle  might  not  be  so  good, 
coming  from  such  a  quarter,  but  the  dangers  of  doubling  the 
cape  would  be  avoided. 

While  making  these  general  and  desultory  statements  touch- 
ing the  progress  of  the  colony,  it  may  be  well  to  say  a  word  of 
Rancocus  Island.  The  establishments  necessary  there,  to  carry 
on  the  mills,  lime  and  brick  kilns,  and  the  stone-quarry,  induced 
the  governor  to  erect  a  small  work,  in  which  the  persons  em- 
ployed in  thai  out-colony  might  take  refuge  in  the  event  of  an 
invasion.  This  was  done  accordingly ;  and  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery were  regularly  mounted  on  it.  Nor  was  the  duty  of  forti- 
fying neglected  elsewhere.  As  for  the  peak,  it  was  not  deemed 
necessary  to  do  more  than  improve  a  little  upon  nature ;  the 
colony  being  now  too  numerous  to  suppose  that  it  could  not  de- 
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fi'n.i  the  cove  ftgninat  any  enemy  litely  to  land  there,  should 
the  entrance  of  that  secret  haven  be  detected.  On  the  reef, 
however,  it  wfis  a  very  different  matter ;  that  place  was  as  acce*- 
sihle  as  the  otiier  waa  secure.  The  construction  of  so  many 
stout  stone  eilifices  contributed  largely  to  the  defence  of  thfl 
town  ;  hut  tile  governor  saw  llie  neoesaity  of  providing  the 
means  of  comniauding  the  approaches  by  water.  Four  diHtiDOt 
passagen,  each  corresponding  to  a  cardinal  point  of  the  compass, 
led  froni  the  crater  out  to  sea.  As  the  south  passage  terminated 
at  the  bridge,  it  was  sufficiently  commanded  by  the  Colony 
lIouHe.  But  all  tlie  others  were  wider,  more  easy  of  approach, 
and  less  under  the  control  of  the  adjacent  islands.  But  the 
Summit  hail  points  whence  each  might  be  raked  by  guns  prop- 
erly planted,  and  batteries  were  accordingly  constructed  on 
thcfie  points ;  the  twelve-pounder  being  used  for  thoir  arma- 
ments. Eiich  battery  had  two  guns;  and,  when  all  was  com- 
]i1elcd,  it  nas  the  opinion  of  the  governor  that  the  post  was  snf- 
fii'ierilly  well  fortified.  Tn  order,  however,  to  give  additional 
ly,  ihe  ci-atcr  was  tabooed  to  all  the  Kannakas ;  not  one 
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from  the  difficulty  of  appreciating  those  tastes  and  qualities 
which,  not  possessing  ourselves,  are  so  many  unknown  and  mys- 
terious influences.  In  marrying  Sarah  Pennock,  John  Wool- 
ston  was  slightly  conscious  of  making  a  little  sacrifice  in  these 
particulars;  but  she  was  a  very  pretty,  modest  girl,  of  a 
suitable  age,  and  the  circle  to  choose  from,  it  will  be  remember- 
ed, was  very  limited.  In  America  that  connection  might  not 
have  taken  place ;  but  at  the  crater  it  was  all  well  enough,  and 
it  turned  out  to  be  a  very  happy  union.  Had  the  sacrifice  of 
habits  and  tastes  been  greater,  this  might  not  have  been  the 
fact,  for  it  is  certain  that  our  happiness  depends  more  on  the 
subordinate  qualities  and  our  cherished  usages,  than  on  princi- 
ples themselves.  It  is  difficult  to  suppose  that  any  refined 
woman,  for  instance,  can  ever  thoroughly  overcome  her  disgust 
for  a  man  who  habitually  blows  his  nose  with  his  fingers,  or 
that  one  bred  a  gentleman  can  absolutely  overlook,  even  in  a 
wife,  the  want  of  the  thousand  and  one  little  lady-like  habits, 
which  render  the  sex,  perhaps,  more  attractive  than  do  their 
personal  charms. 

Several  other  marriages  took  place,  the  scarcity  of  subjects 
making  it  somewhat  hazardous  to  delay :  when  Hobson's  choice 
is  placed  before  one,  deliberation  is  of  no  great  use.  It  was 
generally  understood  that  the  Rancocu^  was  to  bring  out  very 
few  immigrants,  though  permission  had  been  granted  to  Captain 
Saunders  to  take  letters  to  certain  friends  of  some  already  set- 
tled in  the  colony,  with  the  understanding  that  those  friends 
were  to  be  received,  should  they  determine  to  come.  That 
point,  however,  was  soon  to  be  decided,  for  just  a  year  and  one 
week  after  the  Rancocus  had  sailed  from  Betto'a  group,  the 
news  reached  the  reef  that  the  good  ship  was  coming  into  the 
northern  roads,  and  preparing  to  anchor.  The  governor  imme- 
diately went  on  board  the  Anne,  taking  Betts  with  him,  and 
made  sail  for  the  point  in  question,  with  a  view  to  bring  the 
vessel  through  the  passage  to  the  reef.  The  governor  and  Betts 
were  the  only  two  who,  as  it  was  believed,  could  carry  so  large 
a  vessel  through ;  though  later  soundings  showed  it  was  only 
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lll■l•l>^-^;t^J■  lo  kct-p  clear  of  the  points  and  the  shores,  in  order  to 
l>i'iii||;  in  a  cralL  of  uny  draught  of  water. 

When  the  Antm  run  out  into  the  roads,  there  she  found  tlie 
Uftii:;0(!us  at  uuL'hor,  Buro  enough.  On  Hearing  ber,  Capt^n 
S:iiiiiders  iippuiii'cd  on  her  poop,  and  in  answer  to  a  hail,  gave 
tliu  wdcoint^  answer  of  "all  well."  These  compreheusire 
\\ur\]*  reiiKived  a  great  deal  of  anxiety  from  the  mind  of  the 
puiTour;  ahsp lice  being,  in  one  sense,  the  parent  of  ancertainty, 
!ind  u[] certainty  of  uneasiness.  £vcry  thing  abont  the  ^hip, 
howt'vcr,  looked  well,  and  to  tlie  surprise  of  those  in  the  Aane, 
inany  heads  belonging  to  others  besides  the  crew  were  to  bo 
scon  above  the  rail,  A  nail  was  in  sight,  moreover,  standing 
ill,  iind  thin  vessel,  Captain  Raundera  stated,  woa  the  brig  Henlo- 
|jpTi,  jiurchuscd  on  government  aeeount,  and  loaded  with  stock 
and  otlipr  property  for  the  colony. 

On  going  on  board  the  Rancoens  it  was  ascertained  that,  in 
hII,  one  hundred  and  eleven  now  immigrants  had  been  brought 
out !     The  circle  of  the  affections  had  been  set  at  work,  and 

•  friend  hiid  indnced  another  to  enter  into  the  advcntore. 
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shore  at  that  point ;  and  then  only  during  a  brief  squall.  In 
general,  the  place  was  every  way  favorable  for  the  arrival  and 
departure  of  shipping,  the  trades  making  a  leading  breeze  both 
in  going  and  coming — as,  indeed,  they  did  all  the  way  to  and 
from  the  ree£  A  long-headed  immigrant,  of  the  name  of  Dunks, 
had  foreseen  the  probable  future  importance  of  this  outer  har- 
bor, and  had  made  such  an  arrangement  with  the  council,  as 
to  obtain  leave  for  himself  and  three  or  four  of  his  connections 
to  exchange  the  land  they  had  drawn,  against  an  equal  quantity 
in  this  part  of  the  group.  The  arrangement  was  made,  and 
this  little,  out-lying  colony  had  now  been  established  an  entire 
season.  As  the  spot  was  a  good  deal  exposed  to  an  invasion, 
a  stone  dwelling  had  been  erected,  that  was  capable  of  accom- 
modating the  whole  party,  and  pickets  were  placed  around  it 
in  such  a  way  as  to  prove  an  ample  defence  against  any  attempt 
to  carry  the  work  by  assault  The  governor  had  lent  them  a 
field-piece,  and  it  was  thought  the  whole  disposition  was  favor- 
able to  the  security  of  the  colony,  since  no  less  than  eleven 
combatants  could  be  mustered  here  to  repel  invasion. 

The  immigrants,  as  usual,  found  every  thing  charming,  when 
their  feet  touched  terra  firma.  The  crops  did  look  well,  and 
the  island  being  covered  with  mud,  the  sand  had  done  wonders 
for  the  vegetation.  It  is  true  that  trees  were  wanting,  though 
the  pickets,  or  palisades,  being  of  willow,  had  all  sprouted, 
and  promised  soon  to  close  the  dwelling  in  a  grove.  Some 
fifty  acres  had  been  tilled,  more  or  less  thoroughly,  and  timo- 
thy was  already  growing  that  was  breast-high.  Clover  looked 
well,  too,  as  did  every  thing  else  ;  the  guano  having  lost  none 
of  its  virtue  since  the  late  arrivals. 

The  governor  sent  back  the  Anne,  with  instructions  to  pre- 
pare room  for  the  immigrants  in  the  government  dwelling, 
which,  luckily,  was  large  enough  to  receive  them  all.  He  wait- 
ed with  the  Rancocus,  however,  for  the  Henlopen  to  come  in 
and  anchor.  He  then  went  on  board  this  brig,  and  took  a  look 
at  the  stocL  Saunders,  a  discreet,  sensible  man,  so  well  under- 
stood the  importance  of  adding  to  the  physical  force  of  the 
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colony,  in  tbu  way  of  brutes,  that  be  had  cveo  atmined  tb«  point 
to  liricf;  as  many  mares  and  cows  aa  he  could  stow,  ile  bad 
jiQt  ou  iMiard  twenty-five  of  the  last,  and  twenty  of  the  first; 
nil  purchased  at  ValparMso.  Tho  neither  bad  been  so  uiild 
that  uo  injury  bud  lisppcued  to  the  beasts,  but  the  length  of  tbo 
piii^-^.i^L-  li;id  so  far  exhausted  tbe  sapplieB,  that  not  a  mouthfol 
of  t\)i>d  bad  tbe  poor  aDimala  tast«d  for  tbe  twenty-four  boon 
before  tbey  got  in.  The  water,  too,  was  scarce,  and  any  thing 
bat  Bweet.  For  a  month  every  thing  had  been  on  short  allow- 
ance, and  tbe  sufFcring  creatures  tunst  have  been  cncbsnted  to 
smell  tbe  laud.  Smell  it  they  certainly  did  ;  for  such  a  lowing, 
aiid  ucigliing,  and  fretting  did  they  keep  up,  when  the  governor 
got  alongside  of  the  brig,  that  ho  could  not  endure  the  sight  of 
tbcir  uiisery,  but  determined  at  onco  to  reliere  it. 

The  brig  wm  anchored  within  two  hundred  yards  of  a  fine^ 
sandy  beach,  on  which  there  were  several  runs  of  deiiciooa 
water,  and  which  communicated  directly  with  a  tu«adow  of 
y;ras»,  m  high  as  a  man's  breast.    A  bargain  was  soon  m3<le  with 
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Nor  were  the  human  beings  much  less  rejoiced  to  go  ashore 
than  the  bnites.  Dunks  gave  them  all  a  hearty  welcome,  and 
though  he  had  little  fruit  to  offer,  he  had  plenty  of  vegetables, 
for  which  they  were  quite  as  thankful.  Melons,  however,  he 
could  and  did  give  them,  and  the  human  part  of  the  cargo  had 
an  ample  feast  on  a  sort  of  food  to  which  they  had  now  so  long 
been  strangers.  The  horses  and  cows  were  left  on  Dunks'  island, 
where  they  stayed  until  word  was  sent  to  the  governor  that  they 
had  eaten  down  all  his  grass,  and  would  soon  be  on  allowance 
again,  unless  taken  away.  Means,  however,  were  soon  found 
to  relieve  him  of  the  stock,  though  his  meadows,  or  pastures 
rather,  having  been  seldom  cut  in  that  climate,  were  much  im- 
proved by  the  visit  paid  them.  As  for  the  animals,  they  were 
parcelled  out  among  the  different  farms,  thus  giving  a  little  milk 
and  a  little  additional  force  to  each  neighborhood.  Fowls  and 
pigs  had  been  distributed  some  time  previously,  so  that  not  a 
man  in  the  group  was  without  his  breeding  sow  and  his  brood 
of  young  chickens.  These  were  species  of  stock  that  increased 
so  rapidly,  that  a  little  care  alone  was  wanting  to  make  eggs  and 
pork  plenty.  Ck»m,  or  maize,  grew  just  for  the  planting ;  though 
it  was  all  the  better,  certainly,  for  a  little  care. 

After  sufficient  time  had  been  allowed  to  make  the  necessary 
preparations,  the  vessels  sailed  with  the  immigrants  for  the  reef. 
There  was  many  a  glad  meeting  between  friends  and  relatives. 
Those  who  had  just  arrived  had  a  great  deal  to  tell  those  who 
had  preceded  them  by  eighteen  months ;  and  those  who  now 
considered  themselves  old  settlers,  entertained  the  new  ones 
with  the  wonders  of  their  novel  situations. 
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population  of  the  place  faster  than  would  now  be  done  by  nat- 
ural means. 

The  cargoes  of  the  two  vessels  just  arrived  were  divided  be- 
tween the  state  and  the  governor,  by  a  very  just  process.  The 
governor  had  one-half  the  proceeds  for  his  own  private  use,  as 
owner  of  the  Rancocus,  without  which  vessel  nothing  could 
have  been  done ;  while  the  state  received  the  other  moiety,  in 
virtue  of  the  labor  of  its  citizens,  as  well  as  in  that  of  its  right 
to  impose  duties  on  imports  and  exports.  Of  the  portion  which 
went  to  the  state,  certain  parts  were  equally  divided  between 
the  colonists,  for  immediate  use,  while  other  parts  of  the  caigo 
were  placed  in  store,  and  held  as  a  stock,  to  be  drawn  upon  as 
occasion  might  arise. 

The  voyage,  like  most  adventures  in  sandal- wood,  teas,  etc, 
in  that  day,  had  been  exceedingly  advantageous,  and  produced 
a  most  beneficent  influence  on  the  fortunes  and  comforts  of  the 
settlement  A  well-selected  cargo  of  the  coarse,  low-priced 
articles  most  needed  in  such  a  colony,  could  easily  have  been 
purchased  with  far  less  than  the  proceeds  of  the  cargo  of  tea 
that  had  been  obtained  at  Canton,  in  exchange  for  the  sandal- 
wood carried  out;  and  Saunders,  accordingly,  had  filled  the 
holds  of  both  vessels  with  such  articles,  besides  bringing  home 
with  him  a  considerable  amount  in  specie,  half  of  which  went 
into  the  public  coffers,  and  half  into  the  private  purse  of  Gover- 
nor Woolston.  Money  had  been  in  circulation  in  the  colony 
for  the  last  twelve  months ;  though  a  good  deal  of  caution  was 
used  in  suffering  it  to  pass  from  hand  to  hand.  The  disposition 
was  to  hoard  ;  but  this  fresh  arrival  of  specie  gave  a  certain  de- 
gree of  confidence,  and  the  silver  circulated  a  great  deal  more 
freely  after  it  was  known  that  so  considerable  an  amount  had 
been  brought  in. 

It  would  scarcely  be  in  our  power  to  enumerate  the  articles 
that  were  received  by  these  arrivals ;  they  included  every  thing 
in  common  use  among  civilized  men,  from  a  grindstone  to  a 
cart.  Groceries,  too,  had  been  brought  in  reasonable  quanti- 
ties, including  teas,  sugars,  etc ;  though  these  articles  were 
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Freer  trade — ^tbat  is,  a  trade  which  is  leas  encumbered  than 
some  admitted  state  of  things  which  previoasly  existed — is 
easily  enough  comprehended  ;  but,  instead  of  conveying  to  the 
mind  any  general  theory,  it  merely  shows  that  a  lack  of  wisdom 
may  have  prevailed  in  the  management  of  some  particular  inter- 
est ;  which  lack  of  wisdom  is  now  being  tardily  repaired.  Pro- 
hibitions, whether  direct  or  in  the  form  of  impositions  that  the 
trade  will  not  bear,  may  be  removed  without  leaving  trade /re^. 
This  or  that  article  may  be  thrown  open  to  the  general  compe- 
tition, without  import  duty  or  tax  of  any  sort,  and  yet  the  great 
bulk  of  the  commerce  of  a  country  be  so  fettered  as  to  put  an 
effectual  check  upon  any  thing  like  liberal  intercourse.  Sup- 
pose, for  instance,  that  Virginia  were  an  independent  country. 
Its  exports  would  be  tobacco,  flour,  and  corn ;  the  tobacco  crop 
probably  more  than  equalling  in  value  those  portions  of  the 
other  crops  which  are  sent  out  of  the  country.  England  is  suf- 
fering for  food,  and  she  takes  off  every  thing  like  imposts  on 
the  eatables,  while  she  taxes  tobacco  to  the  amount  of  many 
hundred  per  cent.     Can  that  be  called  free  trade  ? 

There  is  another  point  of  view  in  which  we  could  wish  to 
protest  against  the  shouts  and  fallacies  of  the  hour.  Trade,  per- 
haps the  most  corrupt  and  corrupting  influence  of  life^-or,  if 
second  to  any  thing  in  evil,  second  only  to  politics — is  pro- 
claimed to  be  the  great  means  of  humanizing,  enlightening,  lib- 
eralizing, and  improving  the  human  race  I  Now,  against  this 
monstrous  mistake  in  morals,  we  would  fain  raise  our  feeble 
voices  in  sober  remonstrance.  That  the  intercourse,  which  is  a 
consequence  of  commerce,  may,  in  certain  ways,  liberalize  a 
man's  views,  we  are  willing  to  admit;  though,  at  the  same 
time,  we  shall  insist  that  there  are  better  modes  of  attaining  the 
same  ends.  But  it  strikes  us  as  profane  to  ascribe  to  this  frail 
and  mercenary  influence  a  power  which  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe  the  Almighty  has  bestowed  on  the  Christian  church,  and 
on  that  alone — a  church  which  is  opposed  to  most  of  the  prac- 
tices of  trade,  which  rebukes  them  in  nearly  every  line  of  its 
precepts,  and  which,  carried  out  in  its  purity,  can  alone  give 
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among  men  of  more  or  less  education,  and  of  habits  so  much 
superior  and  more  refined  than  bis  own.  Mark  did  not  oppose 
tbb  step  in  bis  friend,  but  rather  encouraged  it ;  being  persuad- 
ed nothing  was  gained  by  forcing  npon  a  man  duties  he  was 
hardly  fitted  to  discharge.  Self-made  men,  ho  well  knew,  were 
sometimes  very  useful ;  but  he  also  knew  that  they  must  be  first 
fnade. 

The  name  of  this  new  sloop  was  the  Martha,  being  thus  called 
in  compliment  to  her  owner's  sober-minded,  industrious,  and 
carefol  wife.  She  (the  sloop,  and  not  Mrs.  Betts)  was  nearly 
all  cabin,  having  lockers  forward  and  aft,  and  was  fitted  with 
benches  in  her  wings,  steamboat  fiishion.  Her  canvas  was  of 
light  duck,  there  being  very  little  heavy  weather  in  that  climate ; 
80  that  assisted  by  a  boy  and  a  Kannaka,  honest  Bob  could  do 
any  thing  he  wished  with  his  craft  He  often  went  to  the  peak 
and  Kancocus  Island  in  her,  always  doing  something  useful ; 
and  he  even  made  several  trips  in  her,  within  the  first  few 
months  he  had  her  running,  as  far  as  Bettors  group.  On  these 
last  voyages,  he  carried  over  Kannakas  as  passengers,  as  well  as 
various  small  articles,  such  as  fish-hooks,  old  iron,  hatchets 
even,  and  now  and  then  a  little  tobacco.  These  he  exchanged 
for  cocoa-nuts,  which  were  yet  scarce  in  the  colony,  on  account 
of  the  number  of  mouths  to  consume  them ;  baskets ;  Indian 
cloth ;  paddles,  which  the  islanders  made  very  beautifully  and 
with  a  great  deal  of  care ;  bread-fruit,  and  other  plants  that 
abounded  more  at  Bettors  group  than  at  the  reef,  or  even  on 
the  peak. 

But  the  greatest  voyage  Betts  made  that  season  was  when  he 
took  a  freight  of  melons.  This  was  a  fruit  which  now  abounded 
in  the  colony ;  so  much  so  as  to  be  fed  even  to  the  hogs,  while 
the  natives  knew  nothing  of  it  beyond  the  art  of  eating  it. 
They  were  extraordinarily  fond  of  melons,  and  Bob  actually 
filled  the  cabin  of  the  Martha  with  articles  obtained  in  exchange 
for  his  cargo.  Among  other  things  obtained  on  this  occasion, 
was  a  sufBciency  of  sandal-wood  to  purchase  for  the  owner  of 
the  sloop  as  many  groceries  as  he  could  consume  in  his  family 
IT 
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that  age,  a  most  enormous  profit ;  one  so  large,  indeed,  as  to 
have  a  direct  and  quick  tendency  to  demoralize  those  embarked 
in  the  trade.  The  whaling  business,  on  the  other  hand,  while 
it  made  large  returns,  demanded  industry,  courage,  perseverance, 
and  a  fair  amount  of  capital.  Of  vessels,  the  colonists  had  all 
they  wanted ;  the  forethought  of  Saunders  and  the  suggestions 
of  Walker  furnished  the  particular  means ;  and  of  provisions 
there  was  now  a  superabundance  in  the  group. 

It  was  exceedingly  fortunate  that  such  an  occupation  offered 
to  interest  and  keep  alive  the  spirit  of  the  colonists.  Man  must 
have  something  to  do — some  main  object  to  live  for — or  he  is 
apt  to  degenerate  in  his  ambition,  and  to  fall  off  in  his  prog- 
ress. No  sooner  was  it  announced  that  whales  were  to  be 
taken,  however,  than  even  the  women  became  alive  to  the  re- 
sults of  the  enterprise.  This  feeling  was  kept  up  by  the  gover- 
nor's letting  it  be  officially  known  that  each  colonist  should 
have  one  share,  or  **  lay,"  as  it  was  termed,  in  the  expected 
cargo ;  which  share,  or  "  lay,"  was  to  be  paid  for  in  provisions. 
Those  actually  engaged  in  the  business  had  as  many  *'  lays"  as 
it  was  thought  they  could  earn ;  the  colony  in  its  collected 
capacity  had  a  certain  number  more,  in  return  for  articles  re- 
ceived from  ♦he  public  stores ;  and  the  governor,  as  owner  of 
the  vessels  employed,  received  one-fifth  of  the  whole  cargo,  or 
cargoes.  This  last  was  a  very  small  return  for  the  amount  of 
capital  employed;  and  it  was  so  understood  by  those  who 
reaped  the  advantages  of  the  owner's  liberality. 

The  Rancocus  was  not  fitted  out  as  a  whaler,  but  was  reserved 
as  a  warehouse  to  receive  the  oil,  to  store  it  until  a  cargo  was 
collected,  and  then  was  to  be  used  as  a  means  to  convey  it  to 
America.  For  this  purpose  she  was  stripped,  had  her  rigging 
thoroughly  overhauled,  was  cleaned  out  and  smoked  for  rats, 
and  otherwise  was  prepared  for  service.  While  in  this  state, 
she  lay  alongside  of  the  natural  quay,  near  and  opposite  to  some 
extensive  sheds  which  had  been  erected  as  a  protection  against 
the  heats  of  the  climate. 

The  Henlopen,  a  compact  clump  of  a  bri^,  that  was  roomy 
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The  vesBels  went  out  by  the  southern  channel,  passing  through 
the  strait  at  the  bridge  in  order  to  do  so.  This  course  was 
taken,  as  it  would  be  easier  to  turn  to  windward  in  the  open 
water  between  the  south  cape  and  the  peak,  than  to  do  it  in 
the  narrow  passages  between  the  islands  of  the  group.  The 
Mermaid  led  off  handsomely,  sparing  the  Henlopen  her  courses 
and  royals.  Even  the  Abraham  could  spare  the  last  vessel  her 
fore-sail,  the  new  purchase  turning  out  to  be  any  thing  but  a 
traveller.  The  women  wondered  how  so  slow  a  vessel  could 
ever  catch  a  whale  ! 

The  direction  steered  by  the  fleet  carried  it  close  under  the 
weather  side  of  the  peak,  the  summit  of  which  was  crowded  by 
the  population,  to  see  so  unusual  and  pleasing  a  sight  The  Mar- 
tha led,  carrying  rather  more  sail,  in  proportion  to  her  size,  than 
the  Mermaid.  It  happened,  by  one  of  those  vagaries  of  fortune 
which  so  often  thwart  the  best  calculations,  that  a  spout  was 
seen  to  windward  of  the  cliffs,  at  a  moment  when  the  sloop  was 
about  a  league  nearer  to  it  than  any  other  vessel.  Now,  every 
vessel  in  the  fleet  had  its  whale-boat  and  whale-boafs  crew; 
though  the  men  of  all  but  those  who  belonged  to  the  Henlopen 
were  altogether  inexperienced.  It  is  true,  they  had  learned 
the  theory  of  the  art  of  taking  a  whale,  but  they  were  utterly 
wanting  in  the  practice.  Betts  was  not  the  man  to  have  the 
game  in  view,  however,  and  not  make  an  effort  to  overcome  it 
His  boat  was  manned  in  an  instant,  and  away  he  went,  with 
Socrates  in  the  bows,  to  fasten  to  a  huge  creature  that  was  roll- 
ing on  the  water  in  a  species  of  sluggish  enjoyment  of  its  in- 
stincts. It  often  happens  that  very  young  soldiers,  more  espe- 
cially when  an  esprit  de  corps  has  been  awakened  in  them, 
achieve  things  from  which  older  troops  would  retire,  under  the 
consciousness  of  their  hazards.  So  did  it  prove  with  the  Mar- 
tha's boat's  crew  on  this  occasion.  Betts  steered,  and  he  put 
them  directly  on  the  whale ;  Socrates,  who  looked  fairly  green 
under  the  influence  of  alarm  and  eagerness  to  attack,  both  in- 
creased by  the  total  novelty  of  his  situation,  making  his  dart  of 
tha  harpoon  when  the  bows  of  the  fragile  craft  were  literally 
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set  of  kettles,  in  which  the  blabber  was  tried  oat  Casks  were 
also  brought  in  the  sloop,  and  when  tlie  work  was  done,  it  was 
found  that  that  single  whale  yielded  one  hundred  and  eleven 
barreb  of  oil,  of  which  thirty-three  barrels  were  head-matter  I 
This  was  a  capital  commencement  for  the  new  trade,  and  Betts 
conveyed  the  whole  of  his  prize  to  the  reef,  where  the  oil  was 
started  into  the  ground-tier  of  the  Rancocus,  the  casks  of  which 
were  nearly  repaired,  and  ready  stowed  to  receive  it 

A  week  later,  as  the  governor,  in  the  Mermaid,  cruising  in 
company  with  the  Henlopen  and  Abraham,  was  looking  out  for 
whales  about  a  hundred  miles  to  windward  of  the  peak,  having 
met  with  no  success,  he  was  again  joined  by  Bctts  in  the 
Martha.  Every  thing  was  reported  right  at  the  reef.  The 
Neshamony  had  come  in  for  provisions  and  gone  out  again, 
and  the  Rancocus  would  stand  up  without  watching,  with  her 
hundred  and  eleven  barrels  of  oil  in  her  lower  hold.  The 
governor  expressed  his  sense  of  Betts*  services,  and  reminding 
him  of  his  old  faculty  of  seeing  further  and  truer  than  most  on 
board,  he  asked  him  to  go  up  into  the  brig^s  cross-trees  and 
take  a  look  for  whales.  The  keen-eyed  fellow  had  not  been 
aloft  ten  minutes,  before  the  cry  of  "  spouts  —  spouts !"  was 
ringing  through  the  vessel.  The  proper  signal  was  made  to 
the  Henlopen  and  Abraham,  when  everybody  made  sail  in  the 
necessary  direction.  By  sunset  a  great  number  of  whales  were 
fallen  in  with,  and  as  Captain  Walker  gave  it  as  his  opinion 
they  were  feeding  in  that  place,  no  attempt  was  made  on  them 
until  morning.  The  next  day,  however,  with  the  return  of 
light,  six  boats  were  in  the  water,  and  pulling  off  toward  the 
game. 

On  this  occasion,  Walker  led  on,  as  became  his  rank  and 
experience.  In  less  than  an  hour  he  was  fast  to  a  very  large 
whale,  a  brother  of  that  taken  by  Bctts,  and  the  females  had 
the  exciting  spectacle  of  a  boat  towed  by  an  enormous  fish 
at  a  rate  of  no  less  than  twenty  knots  in  an  hour.  It  is  the 
practice  among  whalers  for  the  vessel  to  keep  working  to  wind- 
ward while  the  game  is  taking,  in  order  to  be  in  the  most 


clianoDS  of  niissirig  the  ship  a 
whiilo.  By  doiDg  the  last,  not  i 
Bevcral  hundred  fathoms  of  line ', 
pena  that  whales  are  killed  with  1 
mer  asaulants,  and  dra^fing  aA 
fi^oma  of  line. 

It  maj  be  well  here  to  e^ki 
that  the  harpoon  u  a  barbed  apt 
cord,  or  whale  line  fastened  to  iL 
fiah  bow  foremost,  bnt  is  made  abar^ 
"  back  off"  if  necessary  ;  the  whale 
approach,  and  ordinarilj  starting,  wh 
der  bb  immediate  neighborhood  aon 
Dsoallj  goes  down  when  harpooned,  i 
mitted  to  "  run  out,"  or  ho  would  dn 
a  whale  must  breathe  as  well  aa  a  a 
the  sooner  he  mnst  come  up  for  a  fra 
proper  ase  of  the  harpoon  and  Ute 
the  fiah ;  though  it  does  aometimes  b 
killed  bj  the  former.      As  soon  as  tl 
BDrface,  and  becomes  stationary,  or  e 
little,  the  men  begin  to  K— '  * 
jntenH'"'  - ' 
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the  whole  business  of  **  letting  run,"  "  towing,"  and  **  haaling 
in"  has  to  be  gone  over  again. 

On  the  present  occasion,  Walker's  harpooner,  or  boat-steerer, 
as  he  is  called,  had  made  a  good  '*  heave,"  and  was  well  fast  to 
his  fish.  The  animal  made  a  great  circuit,  running  completely 
round  the  Mermaid,  at  a  distance  which  enabled  those  on  board 
her  to  see  all  that  was  passing.  When  nearest  to  the  brig,  and 
the  water  was  curling  off  the  bow  of  the  boat  in  combs  two  feet 
higher  than  her  gunwale,  under  the  impulse  given  by  the  frantic 
career  of  the  whale,  Bridget  pressed  closer  to  her  husband's  side, 
and,  for  the  first  time  in  her  life,  mentally  thanked  Heaven  that 
he  was  the  governor,  since  that  was  an  office  which  did  not  re- 
quire him  to  go  forth  and  kill  whales.  At  that  very  moment, 
Mark  was  burning  with  the  desire  to  have  a  hand  in  the  sport, 
though  he  certainly  had  some  doubts  whether  such  an  occup? 
tion  would  suitably  accord  with  the  dignity  of  his  office. 

Walker  got  alongside  of  his  whale  within  half  a  mile  of  the 
two  brigs,  and  to  leeward  of  both.  In  consequence  of  this  fa- 
vorable circumstance,  the  Heulopen  soon  had  its  prize  hooked 
on,  and  her  people  at  work  stripping  off  the  blubber.  This  is 
done  by  hooking  the  lower  block  of  a  powerful  purchase  in  a 
portion  of  the  substance,  and  then  cutting  a  strip  of  convenient 
size,  and  heaving  on  the  fall  at  the  windlass.  The  strip  is  cut 
by  implements  called  spades,  and  the  blubber  is  torn  from  the 
carcass  by  the  strain,  after  the  sides  of  the  "  blanket-piece,"  as 
the  strip  is  termed,  are  separated  from  the  other  portions  of  the 
animal  by  the  cutting  process.  The  "  blanket-pieces"  are  often 
raised  as  high  as  the  lower  mast-heads,  or  as  far  as  the  purchase 
will  admit  of  its  being  carried,  when  a  transverse  cut  is  made, 
and  the  whole  of  the  fragment  is  lowered  on  deck.  This  "blanket- 
piece"  is  then  cut  into  pieces  and  put  into  the  try-works,  a  largo 
boiler  erected  on  deck,  in  order  to  be  **  tryed-out,"  when  the 
oil  is  cooled,  and  "started"  below  into  casks.  In  this  instance  the 
oil  was  taken  on  board  the  Abraham  as  fast  as  it  was  "  tryed-out" 
on  board  the  Henlopen,  the  weather  admitting  of  the  transfer. 

But  that  single  whale  was  far  from  being  the  only  fruits  of 
17* 


ti>li   (jikt'n,  :iiul  it  proseit  to  be 
lies-,     Tlio  bight  formed  a  perfei 
Dot  only  B  sandy  shoal  on  whici 
and  kept  from  sinking,  a  misfortr 
it  had  a  natural  quay  qnite  near, 
eonld  lie.     There  was  fresh  water 
of  Biifficieiit  size  to  hold  the  laiget 
ever  existed.     This  island  was  in 
Island.    Tho  greatest  disadrantage 
and  coDsequeatly  of  all  sorts  of  he 
as  smooth  as  that  of  an  artificial  qai 
of  casks  with  perfect  ease.     The  gov 
the  facilities  of  the  place,  which  was 
nary  passage  to  and  from  the  peak  to 
he  determined  to  make  it  his  whaling 
"Hie  Abraham  was  sent  across  to  ] 
of  lambeT,  and  extensive  sheda  were 
the  Henlopen,  when  she  cam«  in  wil 
on  board,  and  towing  in  three  whalei 
en  in  the  passage  between  Cape  Soa 
time  tho  Kancocna  had  been  move< 
brought  from  the  reef  *-  '"' 
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Sacb  was  the  commencement  of  a  trade  that  was  destined  to 
be  of  the  last  importance  to  our  colonists.  The  oil  that  was 
brooght  in  from  this  first  cruise — a  cruise  that  lasted  less  than 
two  months — and  including  that  taken  by  all  the  boats,  amount- 
ed to  two  thousand  barrels,  quite  filling  the  lower  hold  of  the 
Rancocus,  and  furnishing  her  with  more  than  half  of  a  full  cargo. 
At  the  prices  which  then  ruled  in  the  markets  of  Europe  and 
America,  three  thousand  five  hundred  barrels  of  spermaceti,  with 
a  due  proportion  of  head-matter,  was  known  to  be  worth  near 
a  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  might  be  set  down  as  large  a 
return  for  labor  as  men  could  obtain  under  the  most  advanta- 
geous circumstances. 


^ 


♦,  _ 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

*■  Tht  foKBt  ivels  bcnnlli  Ihe  stnk* 
(Tf  ilunlj'WDoclni.ii-jjm.; 
The  einb  nculTH  Uie  wblu  aan't  Toke, 


tbe  great  Buccess  which  attended  the  be- 
Ding  of  the  whaling,  it  was  six  months  before  the  RaacoCQS 
i  loadei],  and  ready  to  sail  for  Httinburgh  with  her  cargo. 
9  time  tho  fthip  went  east  at  once,  iustead  of  sailing  to  the 
iisly  done — taking  with  her 


OR,    vuloan'b    pbak.  897 

again,  to  cruise  about  two  hundred  leagues  to  windward ;  while 
the  in-shore  fishery  was  carried  on  by  Betts,  in  the  Martha,  with 
great  spirit  and  most  extraordinary  success.  So  alive  did  the 
people  get  to  be  to  the  profit  and  sport  of  this  sort  of  business, 
that  boats  were  constructed,  and  crews  formed  all  over  the  col- 
ony, there  being  often  as  many  as  a  dozen  diflferent  parties  out, 
taking  whales  near  the  coasts.  The  furor  existed  on  the  peak, 
as  well  as  in  the  low  lands,  and  Bridget  and  Anne  could  not  but 
marvel  that  men  would  quit  the  delicious  coolness,  the  beautiftil 
groves,  and  all  the  fruits  and  bountiful  products  of  that  most 
delightful  plain,  to  go  out  on  the  ocean,  in  narrow  quarters,  and 
under  a  hot  sun,  to  risk  their  lives  in  chase  of  the  whale  I  This 
did  the  colonists,  nevertheless,  until  the  governor  himself  began 
to  feel  the  necessity  of  striking  a  whale,  if  he  would  maintain 
his  proper  place  in  the  public  opinion. 

As  respects  the  governor,  and  the  other  high  functionaries 
of  the  colony,  some  indulgence  was  entertained  ;  it  being  the 
popular  notion  that  men  who  lived  so  much  within  doors,  and 
whose  hands  got  to  be  so  soft,  were  not  exactly  the  sort  of  per- 
sons who  would  be  most  useful  at  the  oar.  Heaton  and  the 
merchants,  Pennock,  and  the  two  younger  Woolstons,  with  the 
clerg}'man,  were  easily  excused  in  the  popular  mind ;  but  the 
governor  was  known  to  be  a  prime  seaman,  and  a  silent  expec- 
tation appeared  to  prevail,  that  some  day  he  would  be  seen  in 
the  bow  of  a  boat,  lancing  a  whale.  Before  the  first  season  was 
over,  this  expectation  was  fully  realized ;  Governor  Woolston 
heading  no  less  than  four  of  what  were  called  the  colony  boats, 
or  boats  that  belonged  to  the  state,  and  fished  as  much  for  hon- 
or as  profit,  taking  a  fine  whale  on  each  occasion.  These  ex- 
ploits of  the  governor's  capped  the  climax,  in  the  way  of  giving 
a  tone  to  the  public  mind,  on  the  subject  of  taking  whales.  No 
man  could  any  longer  doubt  of  its  being  honorable,  as  well  as 
useful,  and  even  the  boys  petitioned  to  be  allowed  to  go  out. 
The  Eannakas,  more  or  less  of  whom  were  employed  in  each 
vessel,  rose  greatly  in  the  public  estimation,  and  no  young  man 
could  expect  to  escape  animadversion,  unless  he  had  been  pres- 


surpriMiii;  tliiil  grfat  siic( 
lopen  dij  well,  bringing  in 
six  hundred  more  in  wait! 
in-Bhore  fishermen  ;  some  i 
some  the  Anne,  and  others 
they  pursued  their  game, 
fish  was  taken,  one  of  the  . 
to  take  the  creature  into  th 
obtained,  wbiuh  went  to  ma 
The  goTcmor  had  his  doubts 
tant  a  royage,  the  vessel  b 
choice,  since  i^he  must  go,  or  t 
where  it  was.     The  brig  wa.* 
seventeen  hundred  barrets;  an 
the  cominand  of  a  young  man  i 
behind,  preferring  to  Buperinte 
So  high  did  the  fever  run, 
mined  to  build  a  couple  of  ( 
hundred  and  eighty  tons,  will 
take  the  whale.     Six  months  i 
brigs  were  launched;  and  lac 
ordered  copper  for  a  M"  '"  ' 
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lowing  interesting  dialogue  took  place  between  them,  in  the 
audience-chamber  of  the  Colony  House.  It  may  as  well  be  said 
here,  that  the  accommodations  for  the  chief  magistrate  had 
been  materially  enlarged,  and  that  he  now  dwelt  in  a  suite  of 
apartments  that  would  have  been  deemed  respectable  even  in 
Philadelphia.  Bridget  had  a  taste  for  furniture,  and  the  wood 
of  Rancocus  Island  admitted  of  many  articles  being  made  that 
were  really  beautiful,  and  which  might  have  adorned  a  palace. 
Fine  mats  had  been  brought  from  China,  such  as  are,  and  long 
have  been,  in  common  use  in  America ;  neat  and  quaint  chairs 
and  settees  had  also  been  in  the  governor's  invoices,  to  say 
nothing  of  large  quantities  of  fine  and  massive  earthenware.  In 
a  word,  the  governor  was  getting  to  be  rich,  and  like  all  wealthy 
men,  he  had  a  disposition  to  possess,  in  a  proportionate  degree, 
the  comforts  and  elegancies  of  civilized  life.  But  to  come  to 
our  dialogue — 

"  Walk  in.  Captain  Betts — walk  in,  sir,  and  do  me  the 
&vor  to  take  a  chair,"  said  the  governor,  motioning  to  his  old 
friend  to  be  seated.  "  You  are  always  welcome,  here ;  for  I  do 
not  forget  old  times,  I  can  assure  you,  my  friend. '' 

**  Thankee,  governor — thankee,  with  all  my  heart.  I  do  find 
every  thing  changed,  now-a-days,  if  the  truth  must  be  said,  but 
yourself.  To  me,  you  be  always  Mr.  Mark,  and  Mr.  Woolston, 
and  we  seem  to  sail  along  in  company,  much  as  we  did  the 
time  when  you  first  went  out  a  fore-mast-lad,  and  I  teached  you 
the  difference  between  a  flat-knot  and  a  granny." 

"  No,  no.  Bob,  every  thing  is  not  so  much  changed  as  you 
pretend — I  am  not  changed,  in  the  first  place." 

**  I  confess  it — j/ou  be  the  same,  governor,  blow  high  or 
blow  low." 

^'  Then  Martha  is  not  changed,  or  nothing  worth  mentioning. 
A  little  more  matronly,  perhaps,  and  not  quite  as  much  of  a 
girl  as  when  you  first  made  her  acquaintance ;  but  Martha, 
nevertheless.  And  as  for  her  heart,  Til  answer  for  it,  that  ia 
just  the  color  it  was  at  sixteen." 

"Why,  yes,  governor ;  'tis  much  as  you  say.      Marthy  is 


anii  se;i-air  sort  of  look,  a  cliecr 
ascribe  to  the  salt  and  the  sca-bt 
air,  in  additloo,  on  the  peak." 

"  Ay,  ay,  air^I  dare  say  you'i 
matters.  Well,  governor,  I  don 
&steBt  in  the  colony,  children  or  i 

"Both  flonrish,"  answered  M& 
■how.  Mr.  Secretary  tells  me  tiiai 
the  last  month,  three  hundred  an^ 
colony  ander  the  age  of  ten  yean ; 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  are  bo. 
including  yoar  children  and  mine,  B 

"  It's  a  fine  beginning,  governor — 
though  the  yoang  'nns  can't  do  mncl 
curing  the  lie,  just  now,  they'll  comi 
nseful  when  we're  in  dock  as  hulks,  i 

"  Talking  of  oil,  yon  must  be  getti 
hear  you  got  in  another  hundred-ban 

"  Times  ia  altered  with  me,  gorei 
with  you,  too,  sir,  since  you  and  I  r«j 
raise  a  few  cucumbers,  and  squashet 
should  have  been  as  haonv  —  - 
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accordin'  to  Friends'  ways;  though  I  am  often  jammed  in 
religion,  and  all  for  want  of  taking  to  it  early,  as  I  sometimes 
think,  sir." 

*'  There  is  no  doubt,  Betts,  that  men  grow  in  Christian 
character,  as  well  as  in  evil ;  and  the  most  natural  growth,  in 
all  things,  is  that  of  the  young.  A  great  deal  is  to  be  undone 
and  unlearned,  if  we  put  off  the  important  hour  to  a  late  period 
in  life." 

*'  Well,  as  to  unl'amin*,  I  suppose  a  fellow  that  had  as  little 
edication  as  myself  will  have  an  easy  time  of  it,"  answered 
Betts,  with  perfect  simplicity  and  good  faith;  **for  most  of 
my  schoolin'  was  drowned  in  salt  water  by  the  time  I  was 
twelve." 

'*  I  am  glad  of  one  thing,"  put  in  the  governor,  half  in  a 
congratulating  way,  and  half  inquiringly,  '*  and  that  is,  that 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Homblower  takes  so  well  with  the  people.  Every- 
body appears  to  be  satisfied  with  his  ministrations ;  and  I  do 
not  see  that  any  one  is  the  worse  for  them,  although  he  is  an 
Epbcopalian." 

Betts  twisted  about  on  his  chair,  and  seemed  at  first  unwill- 
ing to  answer ;  but  his  natural  frankness,  and  his  long  habits 
of  intimacy  and  confidence  with  Mark  Woolston,  both  as  man 
and  boy,  forbade  his  attempting  any  thing  seriously  in  the  way 
of  concealment 

•*  Well,  governor,  they  do  say  that  *many  men,  many  minds,'" 
he  replied,  after  a  brief  pause ;  *'  and  I  suppose  it's  as  true 
about  religion,  as  in  a  judgment  of  ships,  or  in  a  choice  of  a  wife. 
If  all  men  took  to  the  same  woman,  or  all  seamen  shipped  for 
the  same  craft,  a  troublesome  household,  and  a  crowded  and 
onhealthy  vessel,  would  be  the  upshot  on't." 

"  We  have  a  choice  given  us  by  Providence,  both  as  to  ships 
and  as  to  wives,  Captain  Betts ;  but  no  choice  is  allowed  any 
of  us  in  what  relates  to  religion.  In  that,  we  are  to  mind  the 
sailor^s  maxim,  *  to  obey  orders  if  we  break  owners.'  " 

*'  Little  fear  of  *  breaking  owners,'  I  fancy,  governor.  But 
the  difficulty  is  to  know  what  orders  is.     Now,  Friends  doesn't 


holii,  at  all,  to  dressing  and  midresgin};  in  ehiirch  time ;  and  I 
lliiiik,  mypf'lf,  bnoka  is  out  of  place  in  praying  to  God." 

"  Anil  hi  llicre  much  »aiJ  among  the  people,  Captain  Bctta, 
about  the  parson's  gown  and  sarplice,  and  about  his  rending 
Ids  prayers,  instead  of  writing  them  out,  and  getting  them  bj 
begirt  '/• 

'J'Irtc  was  a  little  malice  in  the  governor's  question,  for  he 
waa  toi.)  much  behind  ibe  curtain  to  be  the  dupe  of  nnv  pretend- 
ing chiiins  to  sudden  inspirations,  ftiid  well  knew  that  crety 
sect  liad  its  litui^y,  though  only  half  a  doien  ha»e  the  honesty 
to  priut  them.  The  answer  of  his  frieod  was,  as  usnal,  frank, 
and  lo  thi'  [loinL 

"1  caniiai  say  but  there  ia,  Mr.  Mark.  As  for  the  clothes, 
women  will  talk  about  them,  as  you  well  know,  sir;  it  being 
their  nntnr'  to  be  dressing  tbemaclvca  out,  so  much.  Then,  u 
to  pniyint;  from  the  book,  quite  half  of  our  people  think  it  is 
not  any  l>i'ttcr  than  no  pra3'ing  at  alU  A  little  worse,  perhaps, 
if  truth  was  spoken." 

v  to  hear  this,  Betta.     From  the  manner  in  which 
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think,  governor,  now  that  the  copper  is  on.  Some  things  h 
charged  high,  in  this  part  of  the  world,  about  a  weasel,  and 
other  some  isn^t.  Take  away  the  copper,  and  I  should  think  a 
good  deal  less  would  buy  either." 

*'And  have  you  eight  thousand  dollars  at  command,  my 
friend,  with  which  to  purchase  the  brig  ?" 

"If  ile  is  money,  yes ;  if  ile  isn't  money,  no.  I've  got 
three  hundred  barrels  on  hand,  one  hundred  of  which  is  head- 
matter." 

'*  I  rejoice  to  hear  this.  Captain  Betts,  and  the  brig  you 
shall  have.  I  thought  to  have  sold  both  to  the  merchants,  for 
I  did  not  suppose  any  one  else,  here,  could  purchase  them  ; 
but  I  would  greatly  prefer  to  see  one  of  them  in  the  hands  of 
an  old  friend.  You  shall  have  the  Dragon,  Betts,  since  you 
like  her." 

"Done  and  done  between  gentlemen  is  enough,  sir;  not 
that  I  set  myself  up  for  a  gentleman,  governor,  but  I've  lived 
too  long  and  too  much  in  your  respected  society  not  to  have 
I'arn'd  some  of  the  ways.  The  brig's  mine,  if  ile  will  pay  for 
her.  And  now,  sir,  having  completed  the  trade,  I  should 
like  to  know  if  your  judgment  and  mine  be  the  same.  I  say 
the  Dragon  will  beat  the  Jonas  half  a  knot,  the  best  day  the 
Jonas  ever  seed." 

"  I  do  not  know  but  you  are  right.  Bob.  In  looking  at  the 
two  craft,  last  evening,  I  gave  the  preference  to  the  Dragon, 
though  I  kept  my  opinion  to  myself,  lest  I  might  mortify  those 
who  built  the  Jonas." 

**  Well,  sir,  I'm  better  pleased  to  hear  this,  than  to  be  able 
to  pay  for  the  brig !  It  is  something  to  a  plain  body  like 
myself,  to  find  his  judgment  upheld  by  them  that  know  all 
about  a  matter." 

In  this  friendly  and  perfectly  confidential  way  did  Mark 
Wooiston  still  act  with  his  old  and  long-tried  friend,  Robert 
Betts.  The  Dragon  was  cheap  at  the  money  mentioned,  and 
the  governor  took  all  of  the  old  seaman's  "ile"  at  the  very  top 
of  the  market.     This  purchase  at  once  elevated  Betts  in  tho 
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p  ilony  to  H  rank  but  little  bolow  that  of  the  "  gentlemen,"  if 
his  nioileslv  iliipnspd  him  to  decline  being  classed  absolotely 
with  them.  What  was  more,  it  pnt  him  in  the  way  of  almost 
coining  money.  The  brig  he  pnrohased  turned  not  to  be  as 
fa.st  fis  he  expi'cted,  ond  what  was  more,  the  character  of  a 
lucky  vessel,  which  she  got  the  very  first  cruise,  nevor  left  ber, 
and  gnvD  her  commander  and  aiFDer,  at  all  times,  a  choice  of 

The  governor  sold  the  Jonas  to  the  merchants,  and  took  the 
Martim  off  BctW  hands,  causing  this  latter  craft  to  nin  regularly, 
and  at  stated  hours,  from  point  to  point  among  the  islands,  in 
the  character  of  a  packet  Twice  a  week  she  passed  from  the 
reef  to  the  cove  at  the  peak,  and  once  a  fortniirht  she  went  to 
Rancocus  Island.  In  addition  to  her  other  duties,  this  sloop 
now  carried  the  mail. 

A  post-office  law  was  passed  by  the  council,  and  was  approved 
of  by  the  governor.  In  that  day,  and  in  a  community  so  sim- 
ple and  practical,  new-fangled  theories  concerning  human  rights 
ed  to  interfere  with  regiilations  that  v 
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of  some  philosopher,  who  had  neither  native  talent,  nor  its  sub- 
stitate — education — but  who  had  been  stnick  out  of  a  printer's 
devil  by  the  rap  of  a  composing-stick,  as  Minerva  is  reported  to 
have  been  struck,  full-grown,  out  of  Jupiter's  head  by  the  ham- 
mer of  Vulcan,  it  is  probable  that  the  wiseacre  might  have  dis- 
covered that  it  was  an  inexcusable  inter/crence  with  the  rights 
of  the  colonists,  to  enact  that  no  one  should  carry  letters  for 
hire  but  those  connected  with  the  regular  post-oflSce.  But,  no 
such  person  existing,  the  public  mind  was  left  to  the  enjoyment 
of  its  common-sense  ignorance,  which  remained  satisfied  with 
the  fsLct  that,  though  it  might  be  possible  to  get  a  letter  carried 
from  the  reef  to  the  cove,  between  which  places  the  communi* 
cations  were  constant  and  regular,  for  half  the  money  charged 
by  the  office,  yet  it  was  not  possible  to  get  letters  carried  be- 
tween some  of  the  other  points  in  the  colony  for  twenty  times 
the  regulated  postage.  It  is  probable,  therefore,  that  the  people 
of  the  crater  and  the  peak  felt  that  in  supporting  a  general 
system,  which  embraced  the  good  of  all,  they  did  more  toward 
extending  civilization  than  if  they  killed  the  hen,  at  once,  in 
order  to  come  at  the  depository  of  the  golden  eggs  in  the  short- 
est way. 

In  the  middle  ages,  he  who  wished  to  send  a  missive  was 
compelled,  more  than  half  the  time,  to  be  at  the  expense  of  a 
special  messenger.  The  butchers,  and  a  class  of  traders  that 
corresponds,  in  part,  to  the  modern  English  traveller,  took 
charge  of  letters,  on  the  glorious  free-trade  principle;  and 
sometimes  public  establishments  hired  messengers  to  go  back 
and  forth,  for  their  own  purposes.  Then  the  governments, 
perceiving  the  utility  of  such  arrangements,  imperfect  as  they 
were,  had  a  sort  of  post-offices  for  their  use,  which  have  reached 
down  to  our  own  times,  in  the  shape  of  government  messen- 
gers. There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  man  who  found  he 
could  get  a  letter  safely  and  promptly  conveyed  five  hundred 
miles  for  a  crown,  after  having  been  obliged,  previously,  to  pay 
twenty  for  the  same  service,  felt  that  he  was  the  obliged  party, 
and  never  &ncied  for  a  moment  that,  in  virtue  of  his  patronage. 


ami  grows  rcslivc  Wcause  lio  lias  iin 
favored  portions  of  the  vast  ontcrpru 
poses  on  the  public  the  office  of  dc 
and  unprofitable  I  Snch  is  man ;  sn 
fell  from  hia  first  estate ;  aod  sach  is 
until  some  far  better  panacea  shall  b 
UBM  and  cupidity,  than  what  is  calle< 

Bat  the  GraUrinos  were  thankful  ' 
Martha  was  set  to  running  regularly  ti 
ing  passengers  and  the  mails.  The  twi 
together  for  the  sake  of  economy,  ant 
month  it  was  found  that  the  colony  b 
On  the  whole,  the  enterprise  may  be 
and  aa  practice  ubuhIIj  improves  all 
months  it  was  ascertained  that  another 
been  taken  on  the  highroad  of  ciril 
colonbta  could  not  be  called  a  lett«r-w 
as  a  whole,  bat  the  facilities  offered  a 
and  in  time,  the  character  of  the  entii 
beneficial  impressioD  from  the  introduc 

It  was  not  long  after  the  two  brigs  « 
Uartlia  came  into  government  possessi 
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Martha  at  night,  that  vessel  was  found  amply  sufficient  for  all 
other  purposes,  though  the  "progress"  occupied  fully  a  fort- 
night. As  a  brief  relation  of  its  details  will  give  the  reader  a 
full  idea  of  the  present  state  of  the  "  country,"  as  the  colonists 
now  began  to  call  their  territories,  we  propose  to  accompany 
the  travellers,  day  by  day,  and  to  give  some  short  account  of 
what  they  saw,  and  of  what  they  did.  The  Martha  sailed  from 
the  cove  about  eight  in  the  morning,  having  on  board  seven- 
teen passengers,  in  addition  to  two  or  three  who  were  going 
over  to  Rancocus  Island  on  their  regular  business.  The  sloop 
did  not  sail,  however,  directly  for  the  last-named  island,  but 
made  toward  the  volcano,  which  had  of  late  ceased  to  be  as 
active  as  formerly,  and  into  the  condition  of  which  it  was  now 
deemed  important  to  make  some  inquiries.  The  Martha  was 
a  very  fast  vessel,  and  was  soon  quietly  anchored  in  a  small 
bay,  on  the  leeward  side  of  the  island,  where  landing  was  not 
only  practicable  but  easy.  For  the  Urst  time  since  its  existence 
the  crater  was  ascended.  All  the  gentlemen  went  up,  and 
Heaton  took  its  measurement  by  means  of  instruments.  The 
accumulation  of  materials,  principally  ashes  and  scorise,  though 
lava  had  begun  to  appear  in  one  or  two  small  streams,  had 
been  very  great  since  the  governor's  firet  visit  to  the  spot.  The 
island  now  measured  about  two  miles  in  diameter,  and  being 
nearly  round,  might  be  said  to  be  somewhere  near  six  in  cir- 
cumference. The  crater  itself  was  fully  half  a  mile  in  diameter, 
and,  at  that  moment,  was  quite  a  thousand  feet  in  height  above 
the  sea.  In  the  centre  of  this  vast  valley  were  three  smaller 
craters  or  chimneys,  which  served  as  outlets  to  the  fires  beneath. 
A  plain  had  formed  within  the  crater,  some  four  hundred  feet 
below  its  summit,  and  it  already  began  to  assume  that  sulphur- 
tinged  and  unearthly  hue,  that  is  so  common  in  and  about  active 
volcanoes.  Occasionally,  a  deep  roaring  would  be  succeeded 
by  a  hissing  sound,  not  unlike  that  produced  by  a  sudden 
escape  of  steam  from  a  boiler,  and  then  a  report  would  follow, 
accompanied  by  smoke  and  stones,  some  of  the  latter  of  which 
were  projected  several  hundred  yards  into  the  air,  and  fell  on 


tered  couraifi^  a'i'l  stroiigtii  to  asci 
ing  arras  of  iheir  husbands.  Th 
their  tronble,  thongh  both  declare 
a  moat  profound  respect  for  the  pli 
terrors  as  well  as  of  its  beauties. 

Od  quitting  the  volcano,  the  Id 
leeward,  reaching  Rancocua  Islanc 
■loop  anchored  in  the  cnatomar^  ha 
crew  landed.     The  fort  was  still  b 
count  of  the  small  number  of  the 
though  little  apprehension  now  exit 
tives;  with  the  exception  of  the  Kan 
forth  constantly  on  board  the  differei 
employed,  not  a  native  had  been  near 
MDce  the  public  visit  of  young  Oor 
bringing  over  laborers  to  help  to  foi 
House.     The  number  and  force  of  t 
seem  to  have  permanently  settled  the 
those  seas,  and  no  one  any  longer  bel 
controverted. 

The  population  on  Rancocua  Islam 
than  fifty  souls,  and  these  included  ' 
thfl  !•»•"-  •^- 
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their  regular  dwellings,  and  the  materials  now  required  for 
building  were  merely  such  as  were  used  in  additions,  or  new 
constructions.  The  last,  however,  kept  the  men  quite  actively 
employed ;  but,  as  they  got  well  paid  for  their  work,  everybody 
seemed  contented.  The  Martha  never  arrived  without  bring- 
ing over  quantities  of  fruits,  as  well  as  vegetables,  the  Ranco- 
cusers,  lumbermen-like,  paying  but  little  attention  to  gardening 
or  husbandry.  The  island  had  its  productions,  and  there  was 
available  land  enough,  perhaps,  to  support  a  few  thousand  peo- 
ple, but,  after  the  group  and  the  peak,  the  place  seemed  so 
little  tempting  to  the  farmers,  that  no  one  yet  thought  of  using 
it  for  the  ordinary  means  of  supporting  life.  The  "  visitors," 
as  the  party  called  themselves,  had  an  inquiry  made  into  the 
state  of  the  animals  that  had  been  turned  loose,  on  the  pastures 
and  mountain-sides  of  the  island,  to  seek  their  own  living. 
The  hogs,  as  usual,  had  increased  largely;  it  was  supposed 
there  might  be  near  two  hundred  of  these  animals,  near  half 
of  which,  however,  were  still  grunters.  The  laborers  occasion- 
ally killed  one,  but  the  number  grew  so  fast  that  it  was  fore- 
seen it  would  be  necessary  to  have  an  annual  hunt,  in  order  to 
keep  it  down.  The  goats  did  particularly  well,  though  they 
remained  so  much  on  the  highest  peaks  as  to  be  seldom  ap- 
proached by  any  of  the  men.  The  cow  had  also  increased  her 
progeny,  there  being  now  no  less  than  four  younger  animals,  all 
of  whom  yielded  milk  to  the  people.  The  poultry  flourished 
here,  as  it  did  in  all  that  region,  the  great  abundance  of  fruit, 
worms,  insects,  etc.,  rendering  it  unnecessary  to  feed  them, 
though  Indian  com  was  almost  to  be  had  for  the  asking, 
throughout  all  the  islands.  This  grain  was  rarely  harvested, 
except  as  it  was  wanted,  and  the  hogs  that  were  fattened  were 
usually  turned  in  upon  it  in  the  fields. 

It  may  be  well  to  say,  that  practice  and  experience  had 
taught  the  colonists  something  in  the  way  of  fattening  theii 
pork.  The  animals  were  kept  in  their  group  until  they  were 
about  eighteen  months  old,  when  they  were  regularly  trans- 
ported to  the  cove,  in  large  droves,  and  made  to  ascend  the 
18 


L[iiB  ctian<rc  wa.1  to  make  much  fi 
A  cooler  atmosphere  and  purer  fc 

From   Raococus  Island    the 
wliicb  wu  TiBited  and  inspectec 
govenior  and  council.     The  polic 
of  the  colony  was  very  mach  nn 
ica,  in  connection  with  the  extens 
ft  rast  extent  of  surface  is  loowlj 
reu  of  civilization  rapid,  bnt  very 
of  the  United  St&tes  confined   to 
now  occupy,  there  can  be  little  i 
h^pier,  more  powerful,  mora  ciri 
nera  and  feelings  ;  although  it  may 
that  they  are  not  all,  men,  women, 
fie  pltu  ultra  of  each  of  those  atfau 
medium  in  the  denuty  of  fanmu 
other  tilings ;  and  that  baa  not  yet 
in  the  most  thickly  peopled  of  ai 
Now,  Mark  Woolston  had  seen  en 
centrated  physical  force,  in  finrope, 
and  be  early  set  his  face  against  tl 
He  was  resolred  that  the  settlemei 
th.n 
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was  in  the  Whaling  Bight,  qnite  near  to  Blabber  Island,  where 
a  village  had  ^mng  up,  containing  the  honses  and  shops  of 
coopers,  rope-makers,  boat-builders,  carpenters,  blacksmiths, 
etc  ;  men  employed  in  making  casks,  whaling  gear,  and  boats. 
There,  also,  were  the  dwellings  of  three  or  four  masters  and 
mates  of  vessels,  as  well  as  of  snndrj  boat-steerers.  In  the 
whole,  there  might  have  been  fifty  habitations  at  this  particular 
point,  of  which  abont  two-thirds  were  in  a  straggling  village, 
while  the  remainder  composed  so  many  farm-houses.  Every 
thing  at  this  place  denoted  activity  and  a  prosperous  business ; 
the  merchants  taking  the  oil  as  fast  as  it  was  ready,  and  return- 
ing for  it  hoops,  iron  in  bars,  hemp,  and  such  other  articles  as 
were  wanted  for  the  trade. 

By  this  time  the  Rancocus  had  returned,  and  had  dis- 
charged her  inward-bound  cargo  at  the  reef,  bringing  excellent 
returns  for  the  oils  sent  to  Hamburgh.  She  now  lay  in  Whaling 
Bight,  being  about  to  load  anew  with  oil  that  had  been  taken 
during  her  absence.  Saunders  was  as  busy  as  a  bee  ;  and  Mrs. 
Saunders,  who  had  come  across  from  her  own  residence  on  the 
peak,  in  order  to  remain  as  long  as  possible  with  her  husband, 
was  as  happy  as  the  day  was  long,  seeming  never  to  tire  of 
exhibiting  her  presents  to  the  other  women  at  the  bight. 

At  the  reef  itself,  an  exceedingly  well-built  little  town  was 
springing  up.  Since  the  removal  of  the  whaling  operations  to 
the  bight,  all  nuisances  were  abated,  and  the  streets,  quays, 
and  public  walks  were  as  neat  as  could  be  desired.  The  trees 
had  grown  wonderfully,  and  the  gardens  appeared  as  verdant 
and  fresh  as  if  they  had  a  hundred  feet  of  loam  beneath  them, 
instead  of  resting  on  solid  lava,  as  was  the  fact.  These  gar- 
dens had  increased  in  numbers  and  extent,  so  that  the  whole 
town  was  embedded  in  verdure  and  young  trees.  That  spot, 
on  which  the  sun  had  once  beaten  so  fiercely  as  to  render  it 
often  too  hot  to  be  supported  by  the  naked  foot,  was  now  ver- 
dant, cool,  and  refreshing,  equally  to  the  eye  and  to  the  feel- 
ings. The  streets  were  narrow,  as  is  desirable  in  warm  climates 
—thus  creating  shade,  as  well  as  increasing  the  draughts  of  air 


through  tfaem  ;  it  being  in  tho  rear  tlixt  the  honmt  obtunod 

space  for  ventilation  us  well  as  for  vt-getation.  The  whnje 
nnmber  of  dwellingii  od  the  Kef  now  anioaDtui]  to  «iity-foiir  ; 
u'hile  the  warehouses,  public  buildiD^  uliipB,  olfioM,  and  '>ibt^r 
constructions,  brought  the  dumber  of  the  roofs  up  to  ouo  hnn- 
dreii.  These  buildings.  Colony  House  and  the  warehouse* 
escept«d,  were  uot  very  largo,  certniulv,  but  they  were  of  re- 
spectable diineneions,  and  neat  and  well  put  together.  Colony 
House  wait  large,  as  has  been  mentiouoil ;  and  though  plain, 
certain  omawenU  bad  been  completed,  which  oontnbiiiud 
much  to  its  appearance.  Every  buildiog,  witboul  exoeptjuu, 
btid  some  sort  of  veranda  to  it ;  and  as  most  of  Ihinc  addi- 
tions were  now  embowered  in  shrubs  or  vines,  they  fornwd  ^ 
delightful  places  of  retreat  during  the  heat  of  the  day.  I^H 

Ity  a  very  simple  proeesa,  water  was  pumped  up  from  tb^^H 
largest  spring  by  means  of  wind-sails,  and  conveyed  in  wnoden 
logs  to  every  building  in  the  place.     The  logs  were  laid  tlirmigh 
the  gardens,  for  the  double  purpose  of  getting  soil  to  cover  them, 
and  to  put  them  out  of  the  way.     Without  the  town,  a  iviltilfit^;^- 
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Hcions  groves,  and  the  openings  were  of  as  dark  a  verdure,  the 
year  round,  as  if  the  place  lay  twenty  degrees  further  from  the 
equator  than  was  actually  the  case.  Here  Kitty,  followed  by  a 
flock  of  descendants,  was  permitted  still  to  rove  at  large,  the 
governor  deeming  her  rights  in  the  place  equal  to  his  own. 
The  plain  of  the  crater  was  mostly  under  tillage,  being  used  as 
a  common  garden  for  all  who  dwelt  in  the  town.  Each  person 
was  taxed  so  many  days,  in  work,  or  in  money,  agreeably  to  a 
village  ordinance,  and  by  such  means  was  the  spot  tilled ;  in 
return,  each  person,  according  to  a  scale  that  was  regulated  by 
the  amount  of  the  contribution,  was  allowed  to  come  or  send, 
daily,  and  dig  and  carry  away  a  stated  quantity  of  fruits  and 
vegetables.  All  this  was  strictly  regulated  by  a  town  law,  and 
the  gardener  had  charge  of  the  execution  of  the  ordinance ;  but 
the  governor  had  privately  intimated  to  him  that  there  was  no 
necessity  for  his  being  very  particular,  so  long  aa  the  people 
were  so  few,  and  the  products  so  abundant.  The  entire  popula- 
tion of  the  reef  proper  amounted,  at  this  visitation,  to  just  three 
hundred  and  twenty-six  persons,  of  whom  near  a  hundred  were 
nnder  twelve  years  of  age.  This,  however,  was  exclusive  of 
Eannakas,  but  included  the  absent  seamen,  whose  families  dwelt 
there  permanently. 

The  settlement  at  Dunks'  Cove  has  been  mentioned,  and 
nothing  need  be  said  of  it,  beyond  the  fact  that  its  agriculture 
had  improved  and  been  extended,  its  trees  had  grown,  and  its 
population  increased.  There  was  another  similar  settlement  at 
East  Cove — or  Bay  would  be  the  better  name — which  was  at 
the  place  where  Mark  Woolston  had  found  his  way  out  to  sea, 
by  passing  through  a  narrow  and  half-concealed  inlet  This  en- 
trance to  the  group  was  now  much  used  by  the  whalers,  who 
fell  in  with  a  great  many  fish  in  the  offing,  and  who  found  it 
very  convenient  to  tow  them  into  this  large  basin  and  cut  them 
up.  Thence  the  blubber  was  sent  down  in  lighters  to  Whaling 
Bight,  to  be  tryed  out.  This  arrangement  saved  a  tow  of  some 
five-and-twenty  miles,  and  often  prevented  a  loss  of  the  fish,  as 
sometimes  occurred  in  the  outside  passage,  by  having  it  blown 
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on  an  iroQ-boun<]  ooast.  In  consequuut-'e  uf  tlicsu  uses  of  Ibo 
plnce,  a  settlement  ha^l  grown  up  nc-ir  ll,  «nil  it  iittvady  begnn 
to  look  like  a  sput  to  be  civilized.  As  yvt,  however,  it  ti 
IfHttt  advunced  of  nil  the  sottleinente  in  the  group. 

Ac  the  West  Buy  there  wu  a  sort  <if  nitviil  stution  and  k 
oat  port,  to  watch  the  people  of  the  iit!ighl)orin^  islands. 
improvemetits  did  not  amount  to  muc)i,  liowover,  being  liu 
to  OTIC  farm,  a  small  battery  that  comniiuideil  thii  roads,  and  i; 
fortiSed  houtse,  wliich  wfD>  ftlso  it  tBTem. 

The  ^ricultural,  or  strictly  mnil  populaUon  of  the  gronp^-l 
were  seated  along  the  diflcreot  channels  neiirest  to  tbc  KtC  J 
Soioe  attention  bad  been  paid,  in  the  choice,  to  the  condititn 
of  the  soil ;   hut,  on  the  whole,  few  unoccupied  gpots  could  now 
be  found  within  a  league  of  the  reef,  and  on  any  of  tlic  prind- 
pa!   passages  that  eommuuieatcd    with   the   different  i»lsn(l& 
There  were  foot-paths,  which  might  be  used  by  boraes,  loadins 
from  farm  to  farm,  along  the  margins  of  the  chuuncia ;   bat  tin  1 
cbanncla  themselves  vrcre  the  ordinary  mean 
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thought  best  to  keep  the  children.  So  cool  and  salabrioos  was 
the  air  on  the  peak,  that  two  schools  were  formed  here,  and  a 
lai^e  portion  of  the  children  of  the  colony,  of  a  suitable  age, 
were  kept  in  them  constantly.  The  governor  encouraged  this 
plan,  not  only  on  account  of  the  health  of  the  children,  bat  be- 
cause great  care  was  taken  to  teach  nothing  but  what  thu 
children  ought  to  learn.  The  art  of  reading  may  be  made  an 
instrument  of  evil,  as  well  as  of  good ;  and  if  a  people  imbibe 
&lse  principles — if  they  are  taught,  for  instance,  that  this  or 
that  religious  sect  should  be  tolerated,  or  the  reverse,  because  it 
was  most  or  least  in  conformity  with  certain  political  institu- 
tutions,  thus  rendering  an  institution  of  Gk>d*s  subservient  to  the 
institution  of  men,  instead  of  making  the  last  subservient  to  the 
first — ^why,  the  less  they  know  of  letters  the  better.  Every 
thing  false  was  carefully  avoided,  and,  with  no  great  pretensions 
in  the  way  of  acquisitions,  the  schools  of  the  peak  were  made 
to  be  useful,  and  at  least  innocent.  One  thing  the  governor 
strictly  enjoined,  and  that  was  to  teach  these  young  creatures 
that  they  were  fsllible  beings,  carefully  avoiding  the  modem 
fallacy  of  supposing  that  an  inflEdlible  whole  could  be  formed  of 
fallible  parts. 

Such  is  an  outline  of  the  condition  of  the  colony  at  the  period 
which  we  have  now  reached.  Every  thing  appeared  to  be  go- 
ing on  welL  The  Henlopen  arrived,  discharged,  loaded,  and 
went  out  again,  carrying  with  her  the  last  barrel  of  oil  in  the 
bighL  The  whalers  had  a  jubilee,  for  their  adventures  made 
large  returns,  and  the  business  was  carried  on  with  renewed 
spirit.  In  a  word,  the  colony  had  reached  a  point  where  every 
interest  was  said  to  be  prosperous — a  state  of  things  with  com- 
munities, as  with  individuals,  when  they  are,  perhaps,  in  the 
greatest  danger  of  meeting  with  reverses,  by  means  of  their  own 
abuses. 


Fierce  both  Id  ie 
Tet,  UkE  ■  di«,  eei 
Bpok  mlldl;  whai 


AiTBK  the  TiBitation,  the  govi 
with  Bridget  and  hia  children, 
divide  her  time  between  the  tn 
BO  necesaarj  to  her  as  a  compan 
•o  neceMary  to  Mark  for  the  uu 
Terj  long  separated.  Bridget  n 
sweetest  temper  imafpuable — tw 
to  her  husbauj  far  more  than 
centred  in  her  little  family,  thoi 
lenoe  Ciould  extend  themaelves  1 
loved  as  a  sister  and  as  a  friend 
impossible  for  Bridget  to  be  haj 
on  the  reef  with  uo  one  else  but 

The  peak,  proper,  had  got  to 
for  all  who  dwelt  n"—  ■*      " 


OR,    vuloan's    peak.  417 

mon  thing  for  one  of  the  boys  to  come  shouting  down  from  the 
peak,  with  the  cry  of  **  a  fish — a  fish  !"  It  was  by  no  means  a 
rare  occurrence  for  the  shore-boats  to  take  whales  immediately 
beneath  the  cliffs,  and  the  vessels  could  frequently  be  seen  to 
windward,  working  up  to  their  game.  All  this  movement  gave 
life  and  variety  to  the  scene,  and  contributed  largely  to  the 
spot's  becoming  a  favorite  place  of  resort.  The  very  morning 
of  the  day  that  he  intended  to  cross  over  to  the  reef,  on  his  re- 
turn from  the  "  progress,"  the  governor  and  his  wife  ascended  to 
the  peak  just  as  the  sun  was  rising.  The  morning  was  perfectly 
lovely  ;  and  never  had  the  hearts  of  our  married  couple  expand- 
ed more  in  love  to  their  fellows,  or  been  more  profoundly  filled 
with  gratitude  to  God  for  all  his  goodness  to  them,  than  at  that 
moment  Young  Mark  held  by  his  mother^s  hand,  while  the 
father  led  his  little  daughter.  This  was  the  way  they  were  ac- 
customed to  divide  themselves  in  their  daily  excursions,  it  prob- 
ably appearing  to  each  parent  that  the  child  thus  led  was  a 
miniature  image  of  the  other.  On  that  morning,  the  governor 
and  Bridget  were  talking  of  the  bounties  that  Providence  had 
bestowed  on  them,  and  of  the  numberless  delights  of  their 
situation.  Abundance  reigned  on  every  side ;  in  addition  to 
the  productions  of  the  island,  in  themselves  so  ample  and  gen- 
erous, commerce  had  brought  its  acquisitions,  and,  as  yet,  trade 
occupied  the  place  a  wise  discrimination  would  give  it.  All 
such  interests  are  excellent  as  incidents  in  the  great  scheme  of 
human  happiness,  but  woe  betide  the  people  among  whom 
they  get  to  be  principals/  As  the  man  who  lives  only  to  ac- 
cumulate, is  certain  to  have  all  his  nobler  and  better  feelings 
blunted  by  the  grasping  of  cupidity,  and  to  lose  sight  of  the 
p:reat  objects  of  his  existence,  so  do  whole  communities  degene- 
rate into  masses  of  corruption,  venality,  and  cupidity,  when  they 
set  up  the  idol  of  commerce  to  worship  in  lieu  of  the  ever-living 
God.  So  far  from  denoting  a  healthful  prosperity,  as  is  too  apt 
to  be  supposed,  no  worse  signs  of  the  condition  of  a  people  can 
bo  given,  than  when  all  other  interests  are  made  to  yield  to 
those  of  the  mere  money-getting  sort.  Among  our  colonista^ 
18* 


.....  >,...ain<;il  l>y  means  of  a  Iiwi 

As  tliey  a,-i<^eti(io.l  tbu  height,  f 
to  tbe  summit,  the  goveroor  and 
late  visitation,  and  of  what  each  1 
votthy  of  comment  Mark  had  a 
of  state,  but  most  did  he  lore  t< 
sneet,  matronly  young  creature  i 
true  in  all  her  feelings,  so  jost  in  1 
disposed,  that  a  better  comuellor  c 
the  elbow  of  one  entrusted  with  po 

"  I  am  more  uneasy  on  the  sab) 
other,"  observed  the  governor,  as  b 
ioa  up  a  difficult  part  of  the  asc«nt 
pains  to  sound  the  people  on  the  aal 
greater  variety  of  opinions,  or  lathi 
than  I  could  have  believed  posMbI 
have  hitherto  had." 

"After  all,  religion  is,  aad  oaghi 
finding  than  of  reason,  Mark." 

>'  That  ia  true,  in  one  seuse,  ceita; 
ing  aubject  to  prudence  and  discretii 

"  Every  thing  should  be  subJM 
though  so  vprv  '" 


OR,     VULOAN^S     PEAK.  410 

*'  Why  should  I  have  added  to  joar  other  cares,  by  heaping 
this  on  your  shoulder,  dear  Mark  f  The  thing  conld  not  easily 
be  prevented ;  though  I  may  as  well  tell  yon,  now,  what  can- 
not much  longer  be  kept  a  secret — the  Henlopen  will  bring  a 
Methodist  and  a  Presbyterian  clergyman  in  her,  this  voyage,  if 
any  be  found  willing  to  emigrate;  and  I  have  heard,  lately, 
that  Friends  expect  a  preacher." 

'*The  law  against  the  admission  of  an  immigrant,  without 
the  consent  of  the  governor  and  council,  is  very  clear  and  pre- 
cise," answered  the  husband,  looking  grave. 

*'  That  may  be  true,  my  love,  but  it  would  hardly  do  to  tell 
the  people  they  are  not  to  worship  God  in  the  manner  that  may 
best  satisfy  their  own  consciences." 

"  It  is  extraordinary  that,  as  there  is  but  one  Gk>d,  and  one 
Savionr,  there  should  be  more  than  one  mode  of  worshipping 
them  r 

'*  Not  at  all  extraordinary,  my  dear  Mark,  when  you  come 
to  consider  the  great  diversity  of  opinion  which  exists  among 
men  in  other  matters.  But  Mr.  Homblower  has  a  fault,  which 
is  a  very  great  fault  in  one  situated  as  he  is,  without  a  com- 
petitor in  the  field.  He  lays  too  much  stress  on  his  particular 
mission ;  talking  too  much,  and  preaching  too  much  of  his 
apostolic  authority,  as  a  divine." 

'*  Men  should  never  blink  the  truth,  Bridget ;  and  least  of 
all,  in  a  matter  as  grave  as  religion." 

**  Quite  right,  Mark,  when  it  is  necessary  to  say  any  thing 
on  the  subject  at  all.  But,  after  all,  the  apostolic  succession 
is  but  a  meaiM,  and  if  the  end  be  attainable  without  dwelling 
on  these  means,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  better  not  to  conflict 
with  the  prejudices  of  those  we  wish  to  influence.  Remember 
that  there  are  not  fifty  real  Episcopalians  in  all  this  colony, 
where  there  is  only  one  clergyman,  and  he  of  that  sect." 

**  Very  true  ;  but  Mr.  Homblower  naturally  wishes  to  make 
them  all  churchmen." 

'*  It  really  seems  to  me  that  he  ought  to  be  content  with 
making  them  all  Christiana." 


otlicts  may  not  1.,-  of  the 
pursi>ns,  I  believe,  iuquirc 
boon  taught  on  tbe  subject 
find  them." 

"  And  here  they  find  an  , 
ceivo  hiiu  confidingly." 

"That  might  do  with  chil. 
here  with  their  opinions  fom 
less  set  in  hia  opinions,  for  I . 
with  yon,  my  dear  hnsbaud 
absolutely  necessary,  it  can,  a 

This  ended  the  cooTersatio 
party  reached  the  peak.  LJtl 
Lis  pretty  wife  imagine  how 
with  the  interest  of  which  t 
dream  of  the  form  in  which 
visit  this  Eden  of  modem' tin 
character  almost  immediately 
absorbed  uU  the  care  and  enei 
Scarcely  was  the  party  on  the 
of  the  younger  Bridget  caug 
presently  another  an''  "--''- 
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and  were  now,  when  first  seen,  fairly  within  the  strait  between 
the  peak  and  the  group,  unquestionably  in  full  sight  of  both, 
and  distant  from  each  some  five  or  six  leagues.  With  the  wind 
as  it  was,  nothing  would  have  been  easier  for  them  all,  than  to 
fetch  far  enough  to  windward  to  pass  directly  beneath  the  west- 
em  cliffs,  and,  consequently,  directly  in  front  of  the  cove. 

Luckily,  there  were  several  lads  on  the  peak,  early  as  was  the 
hour,  who  had  ascended  in  quest  of  the  berries  of  certain  plants 
that  flourished  there.  The  governor  instantly  despatched  one 
of  these  lads  with  a  note  to  Heaton,  written  in  pencil,  in 
which  he  desired  that  functionary  to  send  a  messenger  down 
to  the  cove,  to  prevent  any  of  the  fishermen  from  going 
out ;  it  being  the  practice  of  many  of  the  boys  to  fish  in  the 
shade  of  the  cliffs,  to  leeward,  ere  the  sun  rose  high  enough  to 
make  the  heat  oppressive.  Hitherto,  the  existence  of  the  cove, 
as  it  was  believed,  remained  unknown  even  to  the  Kannakas, 
and  a  stringent  order  existe.l,  that  no  boat  should  ever  enter  it 
80  long  as  craft  were  in  sight  which  might  have  any  of  those 
men  on  board  it.  Indeed,  the  whole  peak  was  just  as  much  a 
place  of  mystery,  to  all  but  the  colonists,  as  it  was  the  day 
when  Waally  and  his  followers  were  driven  away  by  their  su- 
perstitious dread. 

Having  taken  this  precaution,  and  kept  the  other  lads  to  send 
down  with  any  further  message  he  might  deem  necessary,  the 
governor  now  gave  all  his  attention  to  the  strangers.  A  couple 
of  glasses  were  always  kept  on  the  peak,  and  the  best  of  these 
was  soon  in  his  hand,  and  levelled  at  the  ship.  Bridget  stood 
at  her  husband's  side,  eager  to  hear  his  opinion,  but  waiting 
with  woman's  patience  for  the  moment  it  might  be  given  with 
safety.  At  length  that  instant  came,  and  the  half-terrified  wife 
questioned  the  husband  on  the  subject  of  his  discoveries. 

*^  What  is  it,  Mark  ?*'  said  Bridget,  almost  afraid  of  the  an- 
swer she  was  so  desirous  of  obtaining.    *^  Is  it  the  Rancocus  ?'' 

**  If  the  Rancocus,  love,  be  certain  she  would  not  be  coming 
hither.  The  ship  is  of  some  size,  and  appears  to  be  armed ; 
though  I  cannot  make  out  her  nation. " 


■'  li  is  noi  surprising  that  she  should  be  armed,  Mark.  Yon 
knnw  thill  tlie  papers  CapUin  Saunders  brought  us  wore  filled 
witli  ttccimuls  ijf  battlea  fought  in  Europe." 

"  It  is  yiT\  true  tha),  the  whole  world  is  id  arms,  though  that 
does  not  cvplaia  the  Bingular  appearance  of  these  three  vessels, 
ill  this  renioti!  corner  of  the  earth.  It  is  possible  they  may  be 
discrtvery  ships,  f«r  wars  do  not  always  put  a  stop  lo  such  en- 
ti.TjiriBE!4.  Tlmy  appear  to  be  steering  for  the  peak,  which  is  some 
jiroof  tliat  tiiey  do  not  know  of  the  existence  of  tbe  settlemeoU 
in  t)iL-  group.  There  they  might  anchor;  but  here,  they  cannot 
vvitlinut  enleriiig  tbe  cove,  of  which  they  can  know  nothing." 

'■  If  discovery  vessels,  would  they  not  naturally  come  fitst  to 
the  jieiik,  us  the  most  striking  object  I" 

"  lu  tliat  you  are  probably  right,  Bridget,  though  I  think  the 
commoilore  would  be  apt  to  divide  his  force,  having  three 
chips,  sail  .send  one,  at  least,  toward  the  group,  even  if  he  came 
hitlier  with  tlie  others.  No  nation  but  England,  however, 
wuulil  be  likely  to  hare  vessels  of  that  character  out,  in  such  a 


OR,    Vulcan's    pbak.  428 

idea  of  the  position  of  the  islands,  had  they  been  better  ac- 
quainted than  they  were  with  their  relation  to  other  communi- 
ties, and  desirous  of  betraying  them. 

The  governor  now  sent  another  note  down  to  Heaton,  with  a 
request  that  orders  might  be  forwarded  along  the  cliffs  for 
every  one  to  keep  out  of  sight,  as  well  as  directions  that  care 
should  be  taken  not  to  let  any  smoke  even  be  seen  to  rise  from 
the  plain.  This  message  was  speedily  followed  by  another, 
directing  that  all  the  men  should  be  assembled,  and  the  usual 
preparations  made  for  defence.  He  also  asked  if  it  were  not 
possible  to  send  a  whale-boat  out,  by  keeping  immediately  un- 
der the  cliffs,  and  going  well  to  windward,  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  get  a  communication  across  to  the  ree(  in  order  to  put  the 
people  on  their  guard  in  that  quarter.  One  or  two  whale- 
boats  were  always  in  the  cove,  and  there  were  several  crews  of 
capital  oarsmen  among  the  people  of  the  peak.  If  such  a  boat 
could  be  prepared,  it  was  to  be  held  in  readiness,  as  the  gover- 
nor himself  might  deem  it  expedient  to  cross  the  strait. 

All  this  time  the  strange  vessels  were  not  idle,  but  drew 
nearer  to  the  peak,  at  a  swift  rate  of  sailing.  It  was  not  usual 
for  mere  merchantmen  to  be  as  weatherly,  or  to  make  as  much 
way  through  the  water,  as  did  all  these  craft  On  account  of 
the  great  elevation  at  which  the  governor  stood,  they  appeared 
small,  but  he  was  too  much  accustomed  to  his  situation  not  to 
know  how  to  make  the  necessary  allowances.  After  examin- 
ing her  well,  when  she  was  within  a  league  of  the  cliffs,  he 
came  to  the  opinion  that  the  ship  was  a  vessel  of  about  six 
hundred  tons,  and  that  she  was  both  armed  and  strongly 
manned.  So  far  as  he  could  judge,  by  the  bird's-eye  view  he 
got,  he  fancied  she  was  even  frigate-built,  and  liad  a  regular 
gun-deck.  In  that  age  such  craft  were  very  common,  sloops 
of  war  having  that  construction  quite  as  often  as  that  of  the 
more  modem  deep-waisted  vessel  As  for  the  brigs,  they  were 
much  smaller  thau  their  consort,  being  of  less  than  two  hun- 
dred tons  each,  apparently,  but  also  armed  and  strongly  man- 
Bed.     The  armaments  were  now  easily  to  be  seen,  as  indeed 


Kiiiiimkiis,  tli.it  no  great  ap 
kiiouii  to  any  beyond  the  ciri 
tho  ship  drew  etill  nearer,  snd 
governor  wns  enabled  to  get  a 
and  of  the  nature  of  her  timiBi] 
was  noT  certain,  and  the  stn 
more  evident,  as  the  men  wei 
making  sail  almost  immediately 

Great  care  was  lalten  that  m 
peak.  Of  the  whole  i^and,  s 
there  was  mach  danger  of  a  max, 
for  the  fringe  of  wood  had  t 
arotind  tbe  cliSs.  But,  with  th< 
already  mentioned,  tho  peak  wai 
clear  atmosphere,  the  form  of  a 
guished  even  at  a  much  greate 
were  levelled  at  the  strangers  froi 
for  that  purpose,  and  no  fear  wi 
who  bad  their  instructions,  and  « 
of  caution. 

At  length  the  vessels  got  >o  n 
being  pointed  diri-"*'"  -■- 
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assured  him  that  the  Indians  present  were  not  acting  in  the 
character  of  sailors  at  all.  They  appeared  to  be  chiefs,  and 
chiefs  in  their  war-dresses.  This  fact  induced  a  still  closer  ex- 
amination, until  the  governor  believed  that  he  could  trace  the 
person  of  Waally  among  them.  The  distance  itself  was  not 
such  as  to  render  it  difficult  to  recognize  a  form,  or  a  face, 
when  assbted  by  the  glass ;  but  the  inverted  position  of  all  on 
board  the  ship  did  make  a  view  less  certain  than  might  other- 
wise have  been  the  case.  Still  the  governor  grew,  at  each  in- 
stant, more  and  more  assured  that  Waally  was  there,  as  indeed 
he  believed  his  son  to  be,  also.  By  this  time,  one  of  the  men 
who  knew  the  chief  had  come  up  to  the  peak,  with  a  message 
from  Heaton,  and  he  was  of  the  same  opinion  as  the  governor, 
after  taking  a  good  look  through  the  best  glass.  Bridget,  too, 
had  seen  the  formidable  Waally,  and  she  gave  it  as  her  opinion 
that  he  was  certainly  on  board  the  ship.  This  was  considered 
as  a  most  important  discovery.  If  Waally  were  there,  it  was 
for  no  purpose  that  was  friendly  to  the  colonists.  The  grudge 
he  owed  the  last  was  enduring  and  deadly.  Nothing  but  the 
strong  arm  of  power  could  suppress  its  outbreakings,  or  had 
kept  him  in  subjection,  for  the  last  five  years.  Of  late,  the 
intercourse  between  the  two  groups  had  not  been  great ;  and  it 
was  now  several  months  since  any  craft  had  been  across  to 
Ooroony's  islands,  from  the  reef.  There  had  been  sufficient  • 
time,  consequently,  for  great  events  to  have  been  planned  and 
executed,  and  yet  that  the  colonists  should  know  nothing  of 
them. 

But  it  was  impossible  to  penetrate  further  into  this  singular 
mystery,  so  long  as  the  strangers  kept  off  the  land.  This  they 
did,  of  course,  the  three  vessels  passing  to  windward  of  the 
peak,  in  a  line  ahead,  going  to  the  southward,  and  standing 
along  the  cliffs  on  an  easy  bowline.  The  governor  now  sent  a 
whale-boat  out  of  the  cove,  under  her  sails,  with  orders  to  stand 
directly  across  to  the  reef,  carrying  the  tidings,  and  bearing  a 
letter  of  instructions  to  Pennock  and  such  members  of  the 
council  as  might  be  present.    The  letter  was  short,  but  it  rather 


i»l»n 


^umcil  the  pnibability  of  boBtilitiea,  wUle  it  wlinitted  that 
ere  wns  n  dt^ubt  of  the  iwue.  A  good  look-out  was  tn  be 
|>1,  at  all  evculs,  and  the  forces  of  the  coloDy  were  to  be  ■&- 
iiiIiIlhI.  The  governor  promised  to  cross,  himself,  as  sood  as 
1'  strangers  quitted  the  neighborhood  of  the  peaL 
In  the  iricatitiiuc  Ileaton  mounted  a  hor^,  and  kept  com- 
.riy  with  the  sijiiadron  as  it  circled  the  islmid.  From  time  to 
[ic  hu  sent  nieKs^es  to  the  govcnior,  in  order  to  let  him 
low  the  reioreraenta  of  the  strangers.  While  Ibis  was  gotog 
I  the  men  were  all  called  in  from  their  several  occupations, 
d  the  prescribed  arrangements  wore  made  for  defence.  As  a 
reuit  of  the  island  required  several  houra,  there  was  time  for 
cry  ihiiir;;  and  the  whale-boat  vaa  (airly  out  of  ught  from 
I'll  the  peak,  when  Hcatou  despatched  a  messenger  to  say 
at  llie  sijuiidron  had  reached  the  southern  extremity  of  the 
IS  standing  off  Hoath-east,  eridently  steering  toward 
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of  being  defeated.  How  the  existence  of  the  colony  was  to  be 
concealed,  should  the  vessels  remain  any  time  in  the  group,  it 
was  not  easy  to  see ;  and  that  advantage  the  governor  and  Hea- 
ton,  both  of  whom  attached  the  highest  importance  to  it,  were 
now  nearly  ready  to  abandon  in  despair.  Still,  neither  thought 
of  yielding  even  this  policy  until  the  last  moment,  and  circum- 
stances rendered  it  indispensable ;  for  so  much  reflection  had 
been  bestowed  on  that,  as  well  as  on  every  other  interest  of  the 
colony,  that  it  was  not  easy  to  unsettle  any  part  of  their  plans — 
in  the  opinion  of  its  rulers,  at  least 

A  sharp  look-out  for  the  squadron  was  kept,  not  only  from 
the  peak,  but  from  the  southern  end  of  the  cliffs,  all  that  day. 
The  vessels  were  seen  until  they  were  quite  near  to  the  volcano, 
when  their  sudden  disappearance  was  ascribed  to  the  circum« 
stance  of  their  shortening  sail.  Perhaps  they  anchored.  This 
could  only  be  conjecture,  however,  as  no  boat  could  be  trusted 
out  to  watch  them,  near  by.  Although  there  was  no  anchorage 
near  the  peak,  it  was  possible  for  a  vessel  to  anchor  anywhere 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  volcano.  The  island  of  Vulcan's  Peak 
appears  to  have  been  projected  upward,  out  of  the  depths  of 
the  ocean,  in  one  solid,  perpendicular  wall,  leaving  no  shallow 
water  near  it;  but  as  respects  the  other  islands,  the  coast 
shoaled  gradually  in  most  places ;  though  the  eastern  edge  of 
the  group  was  an  exception  to  the  rule.  Still,  vessels  could 
anchor  in  any  or  all  the  coves  and  roadsteads  of  the  group ;  and 
there  the  holding  ground  was  unusually  good,  being  commonly 
mud  and  sand,  and  these  without  rocks. 

The  remainder  of  the  day,  and  the  whole  of  the  succeeding 
night,  were  passed  with  much  anxiety  by  the  governor  and  his 
friends.  Time  was  given  to  receive  an  answer  to  the  messages 
sent  across  to  the  reef,  but  nothing  was  seen  of  the  strangers, 
when  day  returned.  The  boat  that  came  in  from  the  reef  re- 
ported that  the  coast  was  clear  to  the  northward.  It  also 
brought  a  letter,  stating  that  notices  had  been  sent  to  all  the 
different  settlements,  and  that  the  Anne  had  sailed  to  windward, 
to  call  in  all  the  fishermen,  and  to  go  off  to  the  nearest  whaling- 


-,  ^...tiimr  waa  penectiy  Sii 
}ift<l  been  done,  ami  this  so  much 
tLo  ueccssity  of  his  quitting  th 
The  elevation  of  the  moautain  wa 
that  it  was  ereiy  vra^  desirable  t 
for  obsemng  was  passed,  and  tha 
its  stead.     Of  coiiTse,  some  tnist 
OD  the  peak,  looking  out  for  th 
passed  without  one  of  them  being 
however,  a  whale-boat  arrived  froi 
oanmen  in  it     The;  had  left  the 
been  pulling  up  against  the  trades  i 
The  news  they  brought  was  not  out; 
a  great  deal  of  surprise. 

It  seemed  that  the  three  atraog 
point,  at  BancocQs  Island,  early  on 
iug  day.  It  was  supposed  that  thi 
volcano  in  the  darkness,  aft«r  having 
peak.  Much  prudence  was  observe 
as  tight  let  them  into  the  secret  of 
neighbors.  Bigelow  happening  to 
man  of  a  good  deal  of  conuder&tion 
assumed  the  direction  nt  "—  - 
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saws  were   not   manufactured   in  America;   nor,  indeed,  was 
scarcely  any  thing  else. 

When  he  had  given  his  directions,  Bigelow  went  alone  to 
the  point,  to  meet  the  strangers,  who  had  anchored  their  vessels, 
and  had  landed  in  considerable  force.  On  approaching  the 
place,  he  found  about  a  hundred  men  ashore,  all  well  armed, 
and  seemingly  governed  by  a  sort  of  military  authority.  On 
presenting  himself  before  this  party,  Bigelow  was  seized  and 
taken  to  its  leader,  who  was  a  sea-faring  man,  by  his  appear- 
ance, of  a  fierce  aspect  and  most  severe  disposition.  This  man 
could  speak  no  English.  Bigelow  tried  him  in  Spanish,  but 
could  get  no  answer  out  of  him  in  that  tongue  either ;  though 
he  suspected  that  what  he  said  was  understood.  At  length, 
one  was  brought  forward  who  could  speak  English,  and  that  so 
well  as  to  leave  little  doubt  in  Bigelow^s  mind  about  th^ 
stranger^s  being  either  an  Englishman  or  an  American.  Com- 
munications between  the  parties  were  commenced  through  this 
interpreter. 

Bigelow  was  closely  questioned  touching  the  number  of  peo- 
pie  in  the  different  islands,  the  number  of  vessels  they  pos- 
sessed, the  present  situation  and  employments  of  those  vessels, 
the  nature  of  their  cargoes,  the  places  where  the  property 
transported  in  the  vessels  was  kept,  and,  in  short,  every  thing 
that  bore  directly  on  the  wealth  and  movable  possessions  of  the 
people.  From  the  nature  of  these  questions,  as  well  as  from  the 
appearance  of  the  strangers,  Bigelow  had,  at  once,  taken  up  the 
notion  that  they  were  pirates.  In  the  eastern  seas,  piracies 
were  often  committed  on  a  large  scale,  and  there  was  nothing 
violent  in  this  supposition.  The  agitated  state  of  the  world, 
moreover,  rendered  piracies  much  more  likely  to  go  unpun- 
ished then  than  would  be  the  case  to-day,  and  it  was  well 
known  that  several  vessels  often  cruised  together,  when  engaged 
in  these  lawless  pursuits,  in  those  distant  quarters  of  the  world. 
Then  the  men  were  evidently  of  different  races,  though  Bigelow 
was  of  opinion  that  most  of  them  came  from  the  East  Indies, 
the  coasts,  or  the  islands.     The  officers  were  mostly  Europeans 


hv  tiirlh,  or  the  tlescendsnts  of  Europeans;  but  two-thirds  of 
t!ii.'  i>('i]ple  wlioni  he  saw  were  persons  of  east«m  extraction; 
minm  ap|jearc(l  to  be  Lascara,  aad  others  what  sailors  call 
Cliin:iiiien. 

Bigelow  was  very  guarded  in  his  answers ;  so  moch  so,  in- 
deeii,  as  to  give  great  dissatisfactiOD  to  his  interrogators. 
About  the  gieak  he  nssumcii  an  air  of  great  mystery,  and  said 
none  but  bird»  could  get  on  it;  thunder  was  aoroetiines  heard 
coming  out  of  its  cliffs,  but  man  could  not  get  up  to  see  what 
the  pliicc  t'onlaiiiod.  This  account  wat  received  with  marked 
inlcruF't,  and,  to  Bigelow's  surprise,  it  did  not  appear  to  awaken 
the  Jistm«t  he  had  secretly  apprehended  it  might  On  the 
citntriiry.  he  was  asked  to  repeat  his  account,  and  all  who  heard 
it,  Iboui^'h  a  good  deal  embellished  this  time,  appeared  disposed 
to  believe  wlint  he  said.  Encouraged  by  this  success,  the  poor 
fi-llow  uiidortook  to  mystify  a  little  concerning  the  reef;  but 
here  he  noon  found  himself  met  with  plump  denials.  In  order 
to  cmvinoe  him  that  deception  would  be  of  no  use,  he  was  now 
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Bufficient  for  fitting  oat  as  many  ships  as  they  pleased.  It  was 
this  last  information  that  had  brought  the  strangers  to  the 
group ;  for  they  were  greatly  in  want  of  naval  stores  of  almost 
all  sorts. 

The  admiral  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  push  his  inquiries 
any  further  at  that  moment ;  apparently,  he  did  not  expect  to 
find  much  at  Rancocus  Island,  Waally  having,  most  probably, 
let  him  into  the  secret  of  its  uses.  The  houses  and  mills  were 
visited  and  plundered  ;  a  few  hogs  and  one  steer  were  shot ; 
but  luckily,  most  of  the  animals  had  been  driven  into  a  retired 
valley.  The  saw-mill  was  set  on  fire  in  pure  wantonness,  and 
it  was  burned  to  the  ground.  A  new  grist-mill  escaped,  merely 
because  its  position  was  not  known.  A  great  deal  of  injury 
was  inflicted  on  the  settlement  merely  for  the  love  of  mischief 
and  a  brick-kiln  was  actually  blown  up  in  order  to  enjoy  the 
fun  of  seeing  the  bricks  scattered  in  the  air.  In  short,  the 
place  was  almost  destroyed  in  one  sense,  though  no  attempt 
was  made  to  injure  Bigelow.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  scarcely 
watched,  and  it  was  no  sooner  dark  than  he  collected  a  crew, 
got  into  his  own  whale-boat,  and  came  to  windward  to  report 
what  was  going  on  to  the  governor. 


LnTLS  doabt  remained  in  the  m 
bad  heard  and  neighed  the  whole 
bad  to  deal  with  one  of  those  pinit 
infested  the  eastern  seas — a  sort  of 
eera.  Tbe  men  engaged  in  snch  pt 
ent  nations,  and  they  were  alwaja 
rnthlesR  characters.  The  fact  that 
indicated  pretty  plainly  the  manner  . 
the  colony,  and,  ont  of  all  qoeatio 
made  his  own  bargain  to  come  in  foi 

It  was  highly  probable  that  the  c 
hooters  had  been  to  pionder  the 
healing  at  their  haunts  of  Betto'a  g 
way  across  to  it,  where,  meeting  w 
incited  to  their  present  enterprise. 

Little  apprehension  was  felt  for  1 
hover  »ho..t  ;» -' 
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to  repair  the  ]o8s ;  or,  wliat  would  be  still  more  afflictin;^,  the 
freebooters  might  hold  the  place,  and  use  it  as  a  general  rendez- 
vous, in  their  nefarious  pursuits.  Accordingly,  after  taking  a 
most  tender  leave  of  his  wife  and  children.  Governor  Woolston 
left  the  cove,  in  the  course  of  the  forenoon,  crossing  in  a  whale- 
boat  rigged  with  a  sail.  Bridget  wished  greatly  to  accompany 
her  husband,  but  to  this  the  latter  would  on  no  account  consent, 
for  he  expected  serious  service,  and  thought  it  highly  probable 
that  most  of  the  females  would  have  to  be  sent  over  to  the  peak, 
for  security.  Finding  that  her  request  could  not  be  granted, 
and  feeling  fully  the  propriety  of  her  husband's  decision,  Mrs. 
Woolston  so  far  commanded  her  feelings  as  to  set  a  good  exam- 
ple to  other  wives,  as  became  her  station. 

When  about  mid-channel,  the  whale-boat  made  a  sail  coming 
down  before  the  wind,  and  apparently  steering  for  South  Cape 
as  well  as  herself.  This  turned  out  to  be  the  Anne,  which 
had  gone  to  windward  to  give  the  alarm  to  the  fishermen,  and 
was  now  on  her  return.  She  had  warned  so  many  boats  as  to 
be  certain  they  would  spread  the  notice,  and  she  had  spoken 
the  Dragon,  which  had  gone  in  quest  of  the  Jonas  and  the 
Abraham,  both  of  which  were  a  few  leagues  to  windward. 
Captain  Bctts,  however,  had  come  on  board  the  Anne,  and  now 
joined  his  old  friend,  the  governor,  when  about  four  leagues 
from  the  cape. 

Glad  enough  was  Mark  Woolston  to  meet  with  the  Anne, 
and  to  find  so  good  an  assistant  on  board  her.  That  schoon- 
er, which  was  regular  pilot-boat  built,  was  the  fastest  craft 
about  the  islands,  and  it  was  a  great  matter  to  put  head- 
quarters on  board  her.  The  Martha  came  next,  and  the  whale- 
boat  was  sent  in  to  find  that  sloop,  which  was  up  at  the  reef^ 
and  to  order  her  out  immediately  to  join  the  governor.  Pen- 
nock  was  the  highest  in  authority  in  the  group  after  the  gov- 
ernor, and  a  letter  was  sent  to  him,  apprising  him  of  all  that 
was  known,  and  exhorting  him  to  vigilance  and  activity ;  point- 
ing out,  somewhat  in  detail,  the  different  steps  he  was  to  take, 
in  order  that  no  time  might  be  lost  This  done,  the  governor 
10 


rtDoil  ID  toward  Wilding  Bight,  in  order  to  ascertaia  the  state 
fif  thiugs  at  Ihirt  point. 

The  alarm  had  been  given  all  over  the  gronp,  and  when  the 
Aiiiic  rL'iK'hcd  lier  place  of  destination,  it  was  aaccrtaioed  that 
llio  iiifn  hail  hi'cn  assemhlod  under  anns,  and  every  pr«cantion 
l.ikcn.  Rut  \^'haling  Bight  was  the  great  place  of  resort  of  the 
Kaiinnkas,  and  thLTc  were  no  less  than  forty  of  those  men  there 
at  that  moraenl,  engaged  in  trying  out  oil,  or  in  fitting  craft  for 
llio  fi>iierics.  No  one  could  say  which  side  these  fellows  would 
take,  should  it  appear  that  their  proper  chiefs  were  eng^ed 
with  the  strangers;  though,  otherwise,  the  colonists  counted  on 
e  with  a  good  deal  of  confidence.  On  all  ordi- 
a  reasonably  fair  nnderBtanding  existed  between 
\hf  colonists  and  Kannakas.  It  is  tmo,  that  the  former  were  a 
lillli'  too  fond  of  getting  as  much  work  as  possible,  for  rstlier 
small  compensations,  out  of  these  semi<savages  ;  but  as  articles 
of  small  intrinsic  valne  still  went  a  great  way  in  these  baigains, 
nil  Bcriuus  diffirnltj  had  yet  arisen  out  of  the  different  tranaac- 


OB,   vuloan'b    peak.  435 

deed,  the  number  of  these  Eannakas  was  a  caase  of  serious  em- 
barrassment with  the  governor,  when  he  came  to  reflect  on  his 
strength,  and  on  the  means  of  employing  it 

Fully  two  hundred  of  the  savages,  or  semi-savages,  were  at 
that  moment  cither  scattered  about  among  the  farm-houses,  or 
working  at  the  different  places  where  shipping  lay,  or  were  out 
whaling  to  windward.  Now,  the  whole  force  of  the  colony, 
confining  it  to  fighting-men,  and  including  those  who  were  ab- 
sent, was  just  three  hundred  and  sixty-three.  Of  these,  three 
hundred  might,  possibly,  on  an  emergency,  be  brought  to  act 
on  any  given  point,  leaving  the  remainder  in  garrisons.  But  a 
straggling  body  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  of  these  £^nnakas,  left 
in  the  settlements,  or  on  the  reef,  or  about  the  crater,  while  the 
troops  were  gone  to  meet  the  enemy,  presented  no  very  pleas- 
ing picture  to  the  mind  of  the  governor.  He  saw  the  necessi- 
ty of  collecting  these  men  together,  and  of  employing  them  ac- 
tively in  the  service  of  the  colony,  as  the  most  effectual  mode 
of  preventing  their  getting  within  the  control  of  Waally.  This 
duty  was  confided  to  Bigelow,  who  was  sent  to  the  reef  without 
delay,  taking  with  him  all  the  Eannakas  at  Whaling  Bight, 
with  orders  to  put  them  on  board  the  shipping  at  the  reef — 
schooners,  sloops,  lighters,  etc.,  of  which  there  were  now,  ordi- 
narily, some  eight  or  ten  to  be  found  there — and  to  carry  them 
all  to  windward ;  using  the  inner  channels  of  the  group.  Here 
was  a  twenty-four  hours'  job,  and  one  that  would  not  only  keep 
everybody  quite  busy,  but  which  might  have  the  effect  to  save 
all  the  property  in  the  event  of  a  visit  to  the  reef  by  the  pirates. 
Bigelow  was  to  call  every  Eannaka  he  saw  to  his  assistance,  in 
the  hope  of  thus  getting  most  of  them  out  of  harm's  way. 

Notwithstanding  this  procedure,  which  denoted  a  wise  dis- 
trust of  these  Indian  allies,  the  governor  manifested  a  certain 
'  degree  of  confidence  toward  a  portion  of  them,  that  was  proba- 
bly just  as  discreet  in  another  way.  A  part  of  the  crew  of  every 
vessel,  with  the  exception  of  those  that  went  to  the  peak,  was 
composed  of  Kannakas ;  and  no  less  than  ten  of  them  were 
habitually  employed  in  the  Anne,  which  carried  two  whale- 


bnats  f"r  craergpTiciea,  Nono  of  these  men  were  sent  away,  or 
were  ill  aiiv  m^mner  taken  from  their  custotL'ary  employmeob. 
Si)  iiiui:li  coiiliJenco  hod  the  goTomor  in  his  own  amboritT,  ni 
in  iiis  power  to  influence  these  particular  individuals,  that  he 
iliil  not  licsitato  about  keeping  ihem  near  himself,  and,  in  ■ 
luoasurc,  of  t'utruating  the  safety  of.his  person  to  their  care.  Itii 
true,  that  llie  Kunnakas  of  both  the  Anne  and  the  Martha  irere 
a  sort  of  coiitiJential  Bcamcn,  having  now  been  employed  in  th« 
colony  several  years,  and  got  a  laste  for  the  habits  of  the  scttlera. 
When  all  bis  uirangeraenta  were  made,  the  gorernor  came 
out  of  Wlialiurr  Bight  in  the  Anne,  meeting  Betta  in  the  Mw- 
llia  off  South  Cape.  Both  vessels  then  stood  down  along  tlia 
shores  of  llie  group,  keeping  a  bright  look-out  in  the  direcUon 
of  liaiiooeua  lajaod,  or  toward  the  uouthward  and  westward. 
Two  or  throe  smaller  craf1;s  were  in  company,  each  under  the 
direetkm  ••(  some  one  on  whom  reliance  could  be  placed.  The 
i>l<l  Xesiiamoriy  bad  the  honor  of  being  thus  employed,  among 
MUth-westem  angle  of  the  group  formed  a  long, 
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tacks,  and  where  he  was  most  acquainted — and  the  position  un- 
der the  Needle  was  the  best  station  for  observing  the  approach 
of  the  strangers,  coming,  as  they  must,  if  they  came  at  all,  from 
the  south-west. 

The  Anne  was  the  first  craft  to  arrive  off  the  point  of  the 
Needle,  and  she  found  the  coast  clear.  As  yet,  no  signs  of  in- 
vaders were  to  be  seen ;  and  the  Martha  being  within  a  very 
convenient  distance  to  the  eastward,  a  signal  was  made  to  Cap- 
tain Betts  to  stand  over  toward  the  peak,  and  have  a  search  in 
that  quarter.  Should  the  strangers  take  it  into  their  heads  to 
beat  up  under  the  cliffs  again,  and  thence  stretch  across  to 
the  group,  it  would  bring  them  in  with  the  land  to  windward 
of  the  observing  squadron,  and  give  them  an  advantage  the  gov- 
ernor was  very  far  from  wishing  them  to  obtain.  The  rest  of 
the  craft  came  down  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  kept  stand- 
ing off  and  on,  under  short  sail,  close  in  with  the  rocks,  so 
as  to  keep  in  the  smoothest  of  the  water.  Such  was  the  state 
of  things  when  the  sun  went  down  in  the  ocean. 

All  night  the  little  fleet  of  the  colonists  remained  in  the  same 
uncertainty  as  to  the  movements  of  their  suspicious  visitors. 
About  twelve  the  Martha  came  round  the  Needle,  and  reported 
the  coast  clear  to  the  southward.  She  had  been  quite  to  the 
cove,  and  had  communicated  with  the  shore.  Nothing  had 
been  seen  of  the  ship  and  her  consorts  since  the  governor  left, 
nor  had  any  further  tidings  been  brought  up  from  to  leeward, 
since  the  arrival  of  Bigelow.  On  receiving  this  information, 
the  governor  ordered  his  command  to  run  off,  in  diverging  lines, 
for  seven  leagues  each,  and  then  to  wait  for  day.  This  was 
accordingly  done  ;  the  Anne  and  Martha,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
outstripping  the  others.  At  the  usual  hour,  day  reappeared, 
when  the  look-out  aloft,  on  board  the  Anne,  reported  the  Mar- 
tha about  two  leagues  to  the  northward,  the  Neshamony  about 
as  far  to  the  southward,  though  a  league  further  to  windward. 
The  other  craft  were  known  to  be  to  the  northward  of  the  Mar- 
tha, but  could  not  be  seen.  As  for  the  Neshamony,  she  was 
coming  down  with  a  flowing  sheet  to  speak  the  governor. 


A3B  THE    cratsb: 

Tlie  snn  had  fairly  risen  when  the  Neshamony  eame  down  on 
tlio  Anne's  wcalher-quarter,  both  craft  then  standing  to  the 
jiorthttard.  Tlie  Neshaniony  had  seen  nothing.  The  governor 
now  direclL'il  her  commander  to  stand  directly  dovrn  toward 
Rancocus  Island.  If  she  saw  nothing,  she  was  t«  go  in  and 
land,  in  order  to  get  the  news  from  the  people  ashore.  TJnIeaa 
the  iiiformalion  obtained  in  this  way  was  of  a  nataro  that  de- 
manded a  different  course,  she  was  to  heat  np  to  the  rolcano, 
reconnoitre  tbere,  then  stand  across  to  the  cove,  and  go  id  ; 
whence  she  was  to  sail  for  the  reef,  unless  she  could  hear  of  the 
governor  at  ?ome  other  point,  when  she  was  to  make  the  best 
of  her  way  to  kim. 

The  Anne  now  made  uiil  toward  the  Martha,  which  sloop 
was  standing  to  the  northward,  rather  edging  from  the  group, 
under  short  canvas.  No  land  was  in  sight,  though  its  haze 
CfHili!  be  discovered  all  along  the  caatem  board,  where  the 
group  Has  known  to  lie  ;  but  neither  the  peak,  nor  the  volcano, 
nur  liaiicociis  heights  could  no*  bo  seen  from  the  vessels. 
moke  Captain  Betts.  to  ask  the  r 
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his  new  Mends.  The  very  circamstance  that  he  had  always 
approached  by  the  same  route,  was  against  it;  for,  if  his 
sagacity  had  not  pointed  out  a  preferable  course  for  himself^  it 
was  not  to  be  expected  it  would  do  it  for  others.  Still,  it  was 
not  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  practised  seamen  might  see 
the  advantages  which  the  savage  had  overlooked,  and  a  very 
serious  apprehension  arose  in  the  minds  of  the  governor  and 
Belts,  in  particular,  touching  this  point.  All  that  could  be 
done,  however,  was  to  despatch  two  of  the  boats,  with  orders 
to  enter  the  group  by  the  northern  road,  and  proceed  as  far 
as  the  reed  The  third  boat  was  left  to  cruise  off  the  Needle, 
in  order  to  communicate  with  any  thing  that  should  go  to  that 
place  of  rendezvous  with  a  report,  and  at  the  same  time,  to 
keep  a  look-out  for  the  pirates.  With  the  person  in  charge  of 
this  boat,  was  left  the  course  to  be  steered  by  those  who  were 
to  search  for  the  governor,  as  they  arrived  off  the  Needle,  from 
time  to  time. 

The  Anne  and  Martha  bore  up,  in  company,  as  soon  as  these 
arrangements  were  completed,  it  being  the  plan  now  to  go  and 
look  for  the  strangers.  Once  in  view,  the  governor  determined 
not  to  lose  sight  of  the  pirates  again,  but  to  remain  so  near 
them,  as  to  make  sure  of  knowing  what  they  were  about.  In 
such  cases,  a  close  look-out  should  always  be  kept  on  the  enemy, 
since  an  advantage  in  time  is  gained  by  so  doing,  as  well  as  a 
great  deal  of  uncertainty  and  indecision  avoided* 

For  seven  hours  the  Anne  and  Martha  stood  toward  Ranco- 
cus  Island,  running  off  about  two  leagues  from  each  other, 
thereby  *'  spreading  a  clew,"  as  sailors  call  it,  that  would  com- 
mand the  view  of  a  good  bit  of  water.  The  tops  of  the  moun- 
tains were  soon  seen,  and  by  the  end  of  the  time  mentioned, 
most  of  the  lower  land  became  visible.  Nevertheless,  the 
strangers  did  not  come  in  sight  Greatly  at  a  loss  how  to  pro- 
ceed, the  governor  now  sent  the  Martha  down  for  information, 
with  orders  for  her  to  beat  up  to  the  Needle  as  soon  as  she 
could,  the  Anne  intending  to  rendezvous  there  next  morning, 
agreeably  to  previous  arrangements.     As  the  Martha  went  off 


r  liiid  ( 
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from  half  tho  women  on  the  i. 
husbands.     Each  wife  was  tol 
short  interconree  relieved  the 
At  eight  the  Anne  sidled 
Needle  in  eight,  with  three  bo; 
tLen,  were  tidings  at  last ;  ba 
was  restraned,  in  order  to  mal 
had  been  seen  coming  down  tt 
of  canvas.     In  a  short  time,  th. 
Abraham,  and  the  Anno  haalea 
ecliooners  spoke  each  other  abo 
ham  bad  no  intelligence  to  ii 
rather  carried  by  Bigelow,  out  I 
stood  aloDg  the  whole  of  the  we 
Dotice  to  the  whalers  where  to 
two  brigs  to  go  in  to  windwai 
Bay,  where  all  the  rest  of  the 
safety  ;  and  then  had  come  to  lei 
As  tho  Abraham  was  barely  a 
deemed  prndcntto  take  bertoo  n 
see  how  matters  were  situated 
on  the  weather  coast,  and  so  nee 
from    it    -'•-  ■•   - 
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tion  and  apparent  intentions  of  the  strangers.  The  Abraham, 
accordingly,  hauled  by  the  wind,  to  beat  back  to  her  station, 
while  the  Anne  kept  off  for  the  Needle. 

At  the  rendezvous,  the  governor  found  most  of  his  craft 
waiting  for  him.  The  Neshamony  was  still  behind;  but  all 
the  rest  had  executed  their  orders,  and  were  standing  off  and 
on,  near  the  cape,  ready  to  report.  Nothing  had  been  seen  of 
the  strangers !  It  was  certain  they  had  not  approached  the 
group,  for  two  of  the  boats  had  just  come  out  of  it,  having  left 
the  colonists  busy  with  the  preparations  for  defence,  but  totally 
undisturbed  in  other  respects.  This  information  gave  the 
governor  increased  uneasiness.  His  hope  of  hearing  from  the 
pirates,  in  time  to  be  ready  to  meet  them,  now  depended  on  his 
reports  from  to  leeward.  The  Neshamony  ought  soon  to  be 
in  ;  nor  could  it  be  long  before  the  Martha  would  return.  The 
great  source  of  apprehension  now  came  from  a  suspicion  that 
some  of  the  Eannakas  might  be  acting  as  pilots,  along  with 
Waally.  For  Waally  himself  no  great  distrust  was  felt,  since 
he  had  never  been  allowed  to  see  much  of  the  channels  of  the 
group ;  but  it  was  very  different  with  the  sea-going  Elannakas,. 
who  had  been  employed  by  the  colonists.  Some  of  these  men 
were  familiar  with  all  the  windings  and  turnings  of  the  channels, 
knew  how  much  water  could  be  taken  through  a  passage,  and, 
though  not  absolutely  safe  pilots,  perhaps,  were  men  who  might 
enable  skilful  seamen  to  handle  their  vessels  with  tolerable 
security  within  the  islands.  Should  it  turn  out  that  one  or  two 
of  these  fellows  had  undertaken  to  carry  the  strangers  up  to 
windward,  and  to  take  them  into  one  of  the  passages  in  that 
quarter  of  the  group,  they  might  be  down  upon  the  different 
fortified  points  before  they  were  expected,  and  sweep  all  before 
them.  It  is  true,  this  danger  had  been  in  a  measure  foreseen, 
and  per.^ns  had  been  sent  to  look  out  for  it ;  but  it  never  had 
appej^red  so  formidable  to  the  governor,  as  now  that  he  found 
himself  completely  at  fault  where  to  look  for  his  enemy.  At 
length,  a  prospect  of  fresh  reports  appeared.  The  Neshamony 
was  seen  in  the  southern  board,  standing  iicrosa  from  the  peak ; 
19* 
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and  Rbont  the  eamn  time  the  M&rtha  vaa  made  oat  in  the 
sfiiith- western,  beating  up  from  Rancocus  Island  direct.  As  the 
lir>t  lind  been  onlcreJ  to  IadiI,  and  had  also  been  round  by  th« 
volcano,  the  Aune  hauled  up  for  her,  the  governor  being  im- 
pai  ieiil  to  get  hi'r  tidings  first.  !n  half  an  hour,  the  two  venela 
were  iilongsido  of  each  other.  Biit  the  Neshamony  had  vety 
litllo  tiiat  wa»  new  to  tell !  The  pirates  had  remained  on  the 
island  hut  n  Rliort  time  after  Bigelow  and  his  <wnip3nion>  got 
awav,  doing  all  the  damage  they  conld,  however,  in  that  brief 
space.  When  they  left,  it  was  night,  and  nothing  vcrv  certain 
could  ho  told  (if  their  movements.  When  last  seen,  howeTer, 
they  were  on  a  wind,  and  heading  to  the  southward  a  littlo 
ivcsterly,  whiih  looked  like  healing  np  toward  the  volcano,  the 
trados  now  blowing  due  south-east.  But  the  Neshamony  had 
been  quite  niund  the  volcano,  without  obtaining  a  sight  of  the 
straiigpr?.  Thence  she  proceeded  to  the  peak,  wliere  she  ar- 
rived onlv  a  few  hours  after  the  governor  had  sailed,  going  into 
the  cuvo  (iui!  finding  all  quiet.      Of  course,  the  Martha  could 
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on  board  one  of  the  boats  that  was  kept  croising  well  ont  in  the 
straits,  intimating  that  strange  vessels  were  seen  to  windward. 
This  indnced  the  governor  to  recall  the  Martha,  and  the  whole 
of  the  look-ont  vessels  stood  off  into  the  straits. 

In  less  than  an  hour  all  doubts  were  removed.  There  were 
the  strangers,  sure  enough,  and,  what  was  more,  there  was  the 
Abraham  ahead  of  them,  pushing  for  Cape  South  passage, 
might  and  main ;  for  the  strangers  were  on  her  heels,  going 
four  feet  to  her  three.  It  appeared,  afterward,  that  the 
pirates,  on  quitting  Rancocus  Island,  had  stood  off  to  the 
southward  until  they  reached  to  windward  of  the  volcano,  pass- 
ing, however,  a  good  bit  to  leeward  of  the  island  on  their 
first  stretch,  when,  finding  the  peak  just  dipping,  they  tacked 
to  the  northward  and  westward,  and  stood  off  toward  the  ordi- 
nary whaling-ground  of  the  colony,  over  which  they  swept  in  the 
expectation  of  capturing  the  brigs.  The  pirates  had  no  occa- 
casion  for  oil,  which  they  probably  would  have  destroyed  in 
pure  wantonness,  but  they  were  much  in  want  of  naval  stores — 
cordage  in  particular — ^and  the  whaling  gear  of  the  two  brigs 
would  have  been  very  acceptable  to  them.  While  running  in 
for  the  group,  after  an  unsuccessful  search,  they  made  the 
Abraham,  and  gave  chase.  That  schooner  steered  for  the 
straits,  in  the  hope  of  finding  the  governor,  but  was  so  hard 
pressed  by  her  pursuers  as  to  be  glad  to  edge  in  for  Cape  South 
roads,  intending  to  enter  the  group,  and  run  for  the  reef,  if  she 
could  do  no  better. 

Luckily,  the  discovery  of  the  look-out  boat  prevented  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  Abraham's  project,  which  would  have  led  the 
pirates  directly  up  to  the  capital  But  no  sooner  did  the  gov- 
ernor see  how  things  were  situated,  than  he  boldly  luffed  up  to- 
ward the  strangers,  intending  to  divert  them  from  the  chase  of 
the  Abraham ;  or,  at  least,  to  separate  them,  in  chase  of  him- 
selfl  In  this  design  he  was  handsomely  seconded  by  Betts,  in 
the  Martha,  who  hauled  his  wind  in  the  wake  of  the  Anne, 
and  carried  every  thing  that  would  draw,  in  order  to  keep  his 
station.     This  decision  and  show  of  spirit  had  its  effect     The 


to  rf  port  to  tlip  pirates.  Tlie  gi 
a  vi'i-ul  of  between  sii  and  sev( 
Her  armament  appeared  to  be  tv 
some  eight  or  ten  gma  on  he 
Tliis  was  a  formidable  craft  in  i 
called  in  the  Englbh  service,  an 
—a  clasa  of  craiwra  tlut  were  the 
IB  true,  that  the  firatn^asa  moden 
of  those  little  fngates  out  of  watt 
luger,  with  armaments,  crews,  an< 
eight-and-twentf-gan  frigate  ofiTen 
a  commnnity  like  that  of  the  crab 
than  the  governor. 

The  tfaree  etrangen  all  sailed  1 
the  Abraham  that  she  had  a  port  i 
ship  woald  have  had  her,  beyond  tl 
she  canght  it,  as  she  rounded  the  c 
go,  the  frigat«  letting  slip  at  her 
broadside,  which  cat  away  the  k 
mun-top-msHts,  besideB  killing  a  Ka 
cross-trees  at  the  time.  Thia  last 
fortunate  in  the  main,  however,  sin 
kas  to  believe  that  the  strangers  « 
alar ;  else  why  kill  one  of  tlieir  nn 
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on.  Determined  not  to  lose  time  unnecessarily,  the  latter 
hauled  short  off  shore,  and  made  sail  in  chase  of  the  Anne  and 
Martha,  which,  by  this  time,  were  about  mid-channel,  heading 
across  to  the  peak.  It  was  not  the  wish  of  the  governor,  how- 
ever, to  lead  the  strangers  any  nearer  to  the  cove  than  was  nec- 
essary, and  no  sooner  did  ho  see  the  Abraham  well  within  the 
islands,  her  sails  concealed  by  the  trees,  of  which  there  was 
now  a  little  forest  on  this  part  of  the  coast,  and  the  ship  draw- 
ing well  off  the  land  in  hot  pursuit  of  himself,  than  he  kept 
away  in  the  direction  of  Rancocus  Island,  bringing  the  wind  on 
his  larboard  quarter.  The  strangers  followed,  and  in  half  an 
hour  they  were  all  so  far  to  leeward  of  Cape  South,  as  to  re- 
move any  apprehension  of  their  going  in  there  very  soon. 

Thus  far,  the  plan  of  the  governor  had  succeeded  to  admira- 
tion. He  had  his  enemies  in  plain  sight,  within  a  league  of 
him,  and  in  chase  of  his  two  fastest  craft  The  best  sailing  of 
the  Anne  and  Martha  was  on  a  wind,  and,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
they  could  do  better,  comparatively,  in  smooth  water  than 
larger  craft.  No  sooner,  therefore,  had  he  got  his  pursuers  far 
enough  off  the  land,  and  far  enough  to  leeward,  than  the  gov- 
ernor wore,  or  jibed  would  be  the  better  word,  running  off 
north-west,  with  the  wind  on  his  starboard  quarter.  This  gave 
the  strangers  a  little  the  advantage,  in  one  sense,  though  they 
lost  it  in  another.  It  brought  them  on  his  weather-beam; 
pretty  well  forward  of  it,  too;  but  the  Needle  was  directly 
ahead  of  the  schooner  and  sloop,  and  the  governor  foresaw  that 
his  pursuers  would  have  to  keep  off  to  double  that,  which  he 
was  reasonably  certain  of  reaching  first. 

Every  thing  turned  out  as  the  governor  anticipated.  The 
pirates  had  near  a  league  of  water  more  to  pass  over,  before  they 
could  double  the  Needle,  than  the  Anne  and  the  Martha  had  ; 
and  though  these  two  crafts  were  obliged  to  haul  up  close  to 
the  rocks,  under  a  distant  fire  from  all  three  of  their  pursuers, 
no  harm  was  done,  and  they  were  soon  covered  by  the  land, 
and  were  close-hauled  in  smooth  water,  to  leeward  of  the  group. 
Twenty  minutes  later,  the  strangers  came  round  the  cape,  also, 


hearing  up  sharp,  and  following  their  chase.  This  was  placing 
the  eiicniv  jii^t  where  the  coloobte  could  have  wished.  They 
wcTc  now  tti  Ipcward  of  every  point  in  the  settlemcnta,  looking 
lip  toward  the  roads,  which  opened  on  the  weBt«m  pa-tsaga,  or 
tluit  bost  known  to  Waally,  and  which  he  would  be  most  likely 
to  cntiT,  should  he  attempt  to  pilot  the  strangers  in.  This  was 
getting  the  invaders  precisely  where  the  governor  wished  them 
to  be,  if  they  were  to  attack  him  at  all.  They  eonid  not  reach 
the  reef  in  loss  than  twenty-four  hoars,  with  their  knowledge  of 
the  cliniino! ;  would  have  to  approach  it  in  face  of  the  heaviert 
and  slron^fest  batteries,  those  provided  for  Waally  ;  and,  if  snc- 
cessfnl  in  reaching  the  inner  harbor,  would  enter  it  nndcr  the 
fire  <if  the  kmg  twelves  mounled  on  the  crater,  which  was, 
rifflitly  enough,  deemed  to  be  the  citadel  of  the  entire  colony, 
unless,  indeed,  the  peak  might  better  deserve  that  name. 
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CHAPTER  XXVm. 

**  It  Mares  the  Beapbirds  from  their  sests ; 

They  dart  and  wheel  with  deafening  screams; 
Now  dark — and  now  their  wings  and  breasts 

Flash  back  amid  disastrous  glrama. 
O,  sin !  what  hast  thoa  done  on  this  fair  earth  ? 
The  world,  O,  man  I  is  wailing  o'er  thy  birth."* 

Dana. 

It  was  the  policy  of  the  colonists  to  lead  their  pnrsners  di- 
rectly up  to  the  western  roads.  On  the  small  island,  under 
which  vessels  were  accustomed  to  anchor,  was  a  dwelling  or  two 
and  a  battery  of  two  guns — nine-pounders.  These  guns  were 
to  command  the  anchorage.  The  island  lay  directly  in  front  of 
the  mouth  of  the  passage,  making  a  very  beautiful  harbor  with- 
in it ;  though  the  water  was  so  smooth  in  the  roads,  and  the 
last  were  so  much  the  most  convenient  for  getting  under  way 
in,  that  this  more  sheltered  haven  was  very  little  used.  On  the 
present  occasion,  however,  all  the  colony  craft  beat  up  past  the 
island,  and  anchored  inside  of  it  The  crews  were  then  landed, 
and  they  repaired  to  the  battery,  which  they  found  ready  for  ser- 
vice in  consequence  of  orders  previously  sent 

Here,  then,  was  the  point  where  hostilities  would  be  likely  to 
commence,  should  hostilities  commence  at  all.  One  of  the  boats 
was  sent  across  to  the  nearest  island  inland,  where  a  messenger 
was  landed,  with  directions  to  carry  a  letter  to  Pennock,  at  the 
reef.  This  messenger  was  compelled  to  walk  about  six  miles, 
the  whole  distance  in  a  grove  of  young  palms  and  bread-fruit 
trees ;  great  pains  having  been  taken  to  cultivate  both  of  these 
plants  throughout  the  group,  in  spots  favorable  to  their  growth* 
After  getting  through  the  grove,  the  path  came  out  on  a  plantar 


cltaoncl,  tlicrc  was  not  yet  Eoil  of  t 
tioD,  though  it  was  slowly  formiag,  i 
OD  the  mdjacent  rocks  received  other 
the  mtmosphere. 

The  Anoe  and  her  consorts  had  be 
when  the  stntDgers  hove-to  in  the  I 
mile  from  the  battery.     Here  they  al 
deurous  of  having  a  parley.     The  gi 
how  to  act     He  could  not  tell  whel 
timt  anch  men  ;  and  he  as  little  lik 
other  confidential  friend,  in  their  powi 
aelf  there.     Nevertheless,  prudence  r 
dionld  be  taken  of  the  flag  of  truce ; 
off  a  short  distance  from  the  shore  in'  < 
hoist  a  white  flag,  which  would  be  a: 
was  waiting  there  to  receive  any  comin 
gers  might  choose  to  send  him. 

It  was  not  long  after  the  governor 
staUon,  which  was  fairly  within  the  Bh< 
in  the  battery,  ere  a  boat  shoved  off  fr 
white  flag  too.  In  a  few  minutes  the  I 
lengths  of  each  other's  o,irs,  riding  pet 

On  bosrd  the  stranger's  boat,  in  ad( 
wefB  at  the  oars,  wo™  ii. 
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isfaction  was  gleaming  in  the  coantenance  of  the  savage  when 
they  met,  though  the  latter  said  nothing.  The  interpreter 
opened  the  eommunications. 

'*  Is  any  one  in  that  boat/'  demanded  this  person,  '<  who  is 
empowered  to  speak  for  the  authorities  ashore  ?*' 

"There  is,"  answered  the  governor,  who  did  not  deem  it 
wise,  nevertheless,  exactly  to  proclaim  his  rank.  "I  have  fall 
powers,  being  directly  authorized  by  the  chief  magistrate  of  this 
colony." 

"To  what  nation  does  your  colony  belong?" 

This  was  an  awkward  question,  and  one  that  had  not  been  at 
all  anticipated,  and  which  the  governor  was  not  fully  prepared 
to  answer. 

"  Before  interrogatories  are  thus  put,  it  might  be  as  well  for 
me  to  know  by  what  authority  I  am  questioned  at  all,"  return- 
ed Mr.  Woolston.  "  What  are  the  vessels  which  have  anchored 
in  our  waters,  and  under  what  flag  do  they  sail  ?" 

"  A  man-of-war  never  answers  a  hail,  unless  it  comes  from  an- 
other man-of-war,"  answered  the  interpreter,  smiling. 

"  Do  you,  then,  claim  to  be  vessels  of  war  ?" 

"  If  compelled  to  use  our  fcrcty  you  will  find  us  so.  We 
have  not  come  here  to  answer  questions,  however,  but  to  ask 
them.  Does  your  colony  claim  to  belong  to  any  particular  na- 
tion, or  not  ?" 

"  We  are  all  natives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
our  vessels  sail  under  her  flag." 

**  The  United  States  of  America !"  repeated  the  interpreter, 
with  an  ill-concealed  expression  of  contempt.  "  There  is  good 
picking  among  the  vessels  of  that  nation,  as  the  great  European 
belligerents  well  know  ;  and  while  so  many  are  profiting  by  it, 
vo€  may  as  well  come  in  for  our  share." 

It  may  be  necessary  to  remind  a  portion  of  our  readers,  that 
this  dialogue  occurred  more  than  forty  years  ago,  and  long  be- 
fore the  republic  sent  out  its  fleets  and  armies  to  conquer  adja- 
cent states ;  when,  indeed,  it  had  scarce  a  fleet  and  army  to 
protect  its  own  coasts  and  frontiers  from  insults  and  dcpreda- 
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was  but  little  at  the  best,  the  governor  quietly,  but  steadily  re- 
fused to  accede  to  any  one  of  the  demands,  and  put  the  issue 
on  the  appeal  to  force.  The  strangers  were  obviously  disap- 
pointed at  this  answer,  for  the  thoughtful,  simple  manner  of 
Mark  Woolston  had  misled  them,  and  they  had  actually  flat- 
tered themselves  with  obtaining  all  they  wanted  without  a 
struggle.  At  first,  the  anger  of  the  admiral  threatened  some 
treacherous  violence  on  the  spot,  but  the  crews  of  the  two  boats 
were  so  nearly  equal,  that  prudence,  if  not  good  faith,'  admon- 
ished him  of  the  necessity  of  respecting  the  truce.  The  parties 
separated,  however,  with  denunciations,  nay  maledictions,  on 
the  part  of  the  strangers ;  the  colonists  remaining  quiet  in  de- 
meanor, but  firm. 

The  time  taken  for  the  two  boats  to  return  to  their  respective 
points  of  departure  was  but  short ;  and  scarcely  was  that  of  the 
stranger  arrived  alongside  of  its  vessel,  ere  the  ship  fired  a  gun. 
This  was  the  signal  of  war,  the  shot  of  that  first  gun  falling 
directly  in  the  battery,  where  it  took  off  the  hand  of  a  Eannaka, 
besides  doing  some  other  damage.  This  was  not  a  very  favor- 
able omen,  but  the  governor  encouraged  his  people,  and  to 
work  both  sides  went,  trying  who  could  do  the  other  the  most 
harm.  The  cannonading  was  lively  and  well  sustained,  though 
it  was  not  like  one  of  the  present  time,  when  shot  are  hollow, 
and  a  gun  is  chambered,  and,  not  unfrequently,  has  a  muzzle 
almost  as  large  as  the  open  end  of  a  fiour-barrel,  and  a  breech  as 
big  as  a  hogshead.  At  the  commencement  of  this  century  a 
long  twelve-pounder  was  considered  a  smart  piece,  and  was 
thought  very  capable  of  doing  a  good  deal  of  mischief.  The 
main  battery  of  the  ship  was  composed  of  guns  of  that  descrip- 
tion, while  one  of  the  brigs  carried  eight  nines,  and  the  other 
fourteen  sixes.  As  the  ship  mounted  altogether  thirty,  if  not 
thirty-two  guns,  this  left  the  governor  to  contend  with  batteries 
that  had  in  them,  at  least,  twenty-six  pieces,  as  opposed  to  his 
own  two.  A  couple  of  lively  guns,  nevertheless,  well  served  and 
properly  mounted,  behind  good  earthen  banks,  are  quite  equal 
to  several  times  their  number  on  hopid  ship.     Notwithstanding 
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commenced  a  retreat  to  his  boats.  This  moyement  was  not 
without  danger — one  colonist  being  killed  in  effecting  it,  and 
two  more  of  the  Kannakas  wounded.  It  succeeded,  notwith- 
standing, and  the  whole  party  got  off  to  the  Anne  and  Martha. 

This  retreat,  of  course,  left  the  island  and  the  battery  at  the 
mercy  of  the  pirates.  The  latter  landed,  set  fire  to  the  buildings, 
blew  up  the  magazine,  dismounted  the  guns,  and  did  all  the 
other  damage  to  the  place  that  could  be  accomplished  in  the 
course  of  a  short  visit  They  then  went  on  board  their  vessels 
again,  and  began  to  beat  up  into  the  western  passage,  fol- 
lowing the  colonists  who  preceded  them,  keeping  just  out  of 
gun-shot. 

The  western  passage  was  somewhat  crooked,  and  different 
reaches  were  of  very  frequent  occurrence.  This  sometimes 
aided  a  vessel  in  ascending,  or  going  to  windward,  and  some- 
times offered  obstacles.  As  there  were  many  other  passages, 
BO  many  false  channels,  some  of  which  were  cuh-de-sfics,  it  was 
quite  possible  for  one  ignorant  of  the  true  direction  to  miss  hia 
way  ;  and  this  circumstance  suggested  to  the  governor  an  expe- 
dient which  was  highly  approved  of  by  his  friend  and  counsellor. 
Captain  Betts,  when  it  was  laid  before  that  plain,  but  expe- 
rienced seaman.  There  was  one  false  passage,  about  a  league 
within  the  group,  which  led  off  to  the  northward,  and  far  from 
all  the  settlements,  that  offered  several  inducements  to  enter  it 
In  the  first  place,  it  had  more  of  the  appearance  of  a  main 
channel,  at  its  point  of  junction,  than  the  main  channel  itself, 
and  might  easily  be  mistaken  for  it ;  then,  it  turned  right  into 
the  wind^s  eye,  after  beating  up  it  for  a  league  ;  and  at  the  end 
of  a  long  reach  that  ran  due  south-east,  it  narrowed  so  much  as 
to  render  it  questionable  whether  the  Anne  and  Martha  could 
pass  between  the  rocks,  into  a  wide  bay  beyond.  This  bay  was 
the  true  cul-de  aac^  having  no  other  outlet  or  inlet  than  the 
narrow  pass  just  mentioned ;  though  it  was  very  large,  was 
dotted  with  islands,  and  reached  quite  to  the  vicinity  of  Loam 
Island,  or  within  a  mile  or  two  of  the  reef. 

The  main  question  was  whether  the  schooner  and  the  iloop 
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berih  might  be  made  very  uncomfortable.  A  Ithongh  this  hope 
appeared  faintly  in  the  background  of  the  governor's  project, 
his  principal  expectation  was  that  of  being  able  to  decoy  the 
strangers  into  a  cul-de-sac^  and  to  embarrass  them  with  delays 
and  losses.  As  soon  as  the  Neshamony  was  out  of  sight,  the 
Anne  and  Martha,  therefore,  accompanied  by  the  other  boats, 
stood  into  the  false  channel,  and  went  oflf  to  the  northward 
merrily,  with  a  leading  wind.  When  the  enemy  reached  the 
point,  they  did  not  hesitate  to  follow,  actually  setting  studding- 
sails  in  their  eagerness  not  to  be  left  too  far  behind.  It  is  prob- 
able that  Waally  was  of  but  little  service  to  his  allies  just  then, 
for,  after  all,  the  knowledge  of  that  chief  was  limited  to  a  very 
imperfect  acquaintance  with  such  channels  as  would  admit  of 
the  passage  of  even  canoes.  The  distances  were  by  no  means 
trifling  in  these  crooked  passages.  By  the  true  channel,  it  was 
rather  more  than  seven-and-twenty  miles  from  the  western  roads 
to  the  reef;  but  it  was  fully  ten  more  by  this  false  channel, 
even  deducting  the  half  league  where  there  was  no  passage  at 
all,  or  the  bottom  of  the  ba^.  Now,  it  required  time  to  beat 
up  such  a  distance,  and  the  sun  was  setting  when  the  governor 
reached  the  shoal  already  mentioned,  about  which  he  kept 
working  for  some  time,  in  the  hope  of  enticing  the  ship  on  it 
in  the  dark.  But  the  pirates  were  too  wary  to  be  misled  in 
this  fashion.  The  light  no  sooner  left  them  than  they  took  in 
all  their  canvas  and  anchored.  It  is  probable,  that  they  believed 
themselves  on  their  certain  way  to  the  reef,  and  felt  indisposed 
to  risk  any  thing  by  adventuring  in  the  obscurity.  Both 
parties,  consequently,  prepared  to  pass  the  night  at  their  an- 
chors. 

The  Anne  and  Martha  were  now  within  less  than  a  mile  of 
the  all-important  passage,  through  which  they  were  to  make 
their  escape,  if  they  escaped  at  all.  The  opportunity  of  ascer- 
taining the  fact  was  not  to  be  neglected,  and  it  was  no  sooner  so 
dark  as  to  veil  his  movements,  than  the  governor  went  on  board 
the  Martha,  which  was  a  vessel  of  more  beam  than  the  Anne, 
and  beat  her  up  to  the  rocks,  in  order  to  make  a  trial  of  its  ca- 
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wus  he  without  rational  hopes  of  success,  for  the  brigs  separa- 
ted, one  going  close  to  each  side  of  the  sound,  to  look  for  the 
outlet,  while  the  ship  kept  beating  up  directly  in  its  centre, 
making  a  sinuous  course  toward  the  schooner,  which  was 
always  near  the  shallow  water.  At  length  the  governor  was 
fully  rewarded  for  his  temerity ;  the  admiral  had  made  a  stretch 
that  carried  him  laterally  past  the  lee  side  of  the  shoal,  and 
when  he  went  about,  he  looked  directly  for  the  Anne,  which 
was  standing  back  and  forth  near  its  weather  margin.  Here 
the  governor  held  on,  until  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the 
ship  just  verging  on  the  weather  side  of  the  shoal,  when  he  up 
hehn,  and  stood  off  to  leeward,  as  if  intending  to  pass  out  of 
the  ctU-desac  by  the  way  he  had  entered,  giving  his  pursuers 
the  slip.  This  bold  manoeuvre  took  the  pirate  admiral  by  sur- 
prise, and  being  in  the  vessel  that  was  much  the  nearest  to  the 
Anne,  he  up  helm,  and  was  plumped  on  the  shoal,  with  strong 
way  on  him,  in  less  than  five  minutes !  The  instant  the  gov- 
ernor saw  this,  he  hauled  his  wind  and  beat  back  again,  passing 
the  broadside  of  the  ship  with  perfect  impunity,  her  people 
being  too  much  occupied  with  their  own  situation  to  think  of 
their  guns,  or  of  molesting  him. 

The  strange  ship  had  run  aground  within  half  a  mile  of  the 
spot  where  the  twelve-pounder  was  planted,  and  that  gun  now 
opened  on  her  with  great  effect.  She  lay  quartering  to  this 
new  enemy,  and  the  range  was  no  sooner  obtained,  than  every 
shot  hulled  her.  The  governor  now  landed,  and  went  to  work 
seriously,  first  ordering  the  Anne  carried  through  the  pass,  to 
place  her  beyond  the  reach  of  the  brigs.  A  forge  happened  to 
be  in  the  Anne,  to  make  some  repairs  to  her  iron  work,  and 
this  forge — a  small  one,  it  was  true — was  taken  ashore,  and  an 
attempt  was  made  to  heat  some  shot  in  it.  The  shot  had  been 
put  into  the  forge  an  hour  or  two  before,  but  a  fair  trial  was 
not  made  until  the  whole  apparatus  was  landed.  For  the  next 
hour  the  efforts  of  both  sides  were  unremitted.  One  of  the 
brigs  went  to  the  assistance  of  the  admiral,  while  the  other  en- 
deavored to  silence  the  gun,  which  was  too  securely  placed, 
20 
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liou'cver,  to  [iiiDi]  her  broadsides.  One  abot  hnllia^  her,  tooa 
ilrovi'  her  to  lecw&rd  ;  after  which,  all  the  attenlion  of  the 
pirates  wus  lieslowed  on  their  ship. 

Tho  rtilmirnl,  beyond  all  doubt,  was  verr  awkwardly  placed, 
ile  had  tliL'  whole  width  of  the  shoal  to  leeward  of  him; 
L'oiild  only  got  otf  by  working  directly  iu  the  faoe  of  the  fire; 
iiiiii  hiiJ  ^'"iie  on  with  seven  knots  way  on  his  ship.  Tho 
ImltLini  was  a  soft  mud;  and  the  colonists  knew  that  uothii^ 
but  anchiTS  laid  to  windward,  with  a,  heavy  strain  and  a  good 
(leal  of  lightening,  would  ever  take  that  vessel  oat  of  her  soA 
berth.  Of  this  fact  the  pirates  tUemselves  soon  b^aa  to  ba 
convini:cd,  for  they  were  seen  pumping  out  their  water.  As  for 
the  brigs,  tlioy  were  by  no  means  well  handled.  Instead  of 
tloijiitg  with  the  battery,  and  silencing  the  gun,  as  they  might 
have  done,  thev  kept  aloof,  and  even  rendered  te&s  atsistiiuce  to 
the  sliij'  ibnn  was  in  thoir  power.  In  point  of  fact,  they  were 
in  ronrnsiiin,  and  manifested  that  want  of  order  and  submission 
to  Hutboriiv,  116   »ell  as  Helf-dovotion,  that  would   have   been 
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From  that  moment  the  result  of  the  conflict  was  no  longer 
doubtfol.  The  pirates,  among  whom  great  confusion  prevailed, 
even  previously  to  this  disaster,  now  lost  all  subordination,  and 
it  was  soon  seen  that  each  man  worked  for  himself,  striving 
to  save  as  much  as  he  could  of  his  ill-gotten  plunder.  The 
governor  understood  the  state  of  the  enemy,  and,  though 
prudence  could  scarcely  justify  his  course,  he  determined  to 
press  him  to  the  utmost.  The  Anne  and  Martha  were  both 
brought  back  through  the  pass,  and  the  twelve-pounder  was 
taken  on  board  the  former,  there  being  room  to  fight  it  between 
her  masts.  As  soon  as  this  was  done,  the  two  craft  bore  down 
on  the  brigs,  which  were,  by  this  time,  a  league  to  leeward 
of  the  burning  ship,  their  commanders  having  carried  them 
there  to  avoid  the  effects  of  the  expected  explosion.  The  ad- 
miral and  his  crew  saved  themselves  in  the  boats,  abandoning 
nearly  all  their  property,  and  losing  a  good  many  men.  Indeed, 
when  the  last  boat  left  the  ship,  there  were  several  of  her  people 
below,  so  far  overcome  by  liquor  as  to  be  totally  helpless. 
These  were  abandoned,  too,  as  were  all  the  wounded,  including 
Waally,  who  bad  lost  an  arm  by  the  fire  of  the  battery. 

Neither  did  the  governor  like  the  idea  of  passing  very  near 
the  ship,  which  had  now  been  burning  fully  an  hour.  In  going 
to  leeward,  he  gave  her  a  berth,  and  it  was  well  he  did,  for  she 
blew  up  while  the  Anne  and  Martha,  as  it  was,  were  considera- 
bly within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  her.  The  colonists  ever  after- 
ward considered  an  incident  connected  with  this  explosion,  as  a 
sort  of  providential  manifestation  of  the  favor  of  Heaven.  The 
Martha  was  nearest  to  the  ship  at  the  instant  of  her  final  dis- 
aster, and  very  many  firagments  were  thrown  around  her ;  a  few 
even  on  her  decks.  Among  the  last  was  a  human  body,  which 
was  cast  a  great  distance  in  the  air,  and  fell,  like  a  heavy  clod, 
across  the  gunwale  of  the  sloop.  This  proved  to  be  the  body 
of  Waally,  one  of  the  arms  having  been  cut  away  by  a  shot, 
three  hours  before  1  Thus  perished  a  constant  and  most  wily 
enemy  of  the  colony,  and  who  had,  more  than  once,  brought  it 
to  the  verge  of  deetmction,  by  his  cupidity  and  artifices. 
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the  expectation  of  the  large  amount  of  plunder  that  was  to  be 
obtained  from  the  colony.  That  hope  was  now  disappointed ; 
and,  the  whole  time  the  two  vessels  were  retiring  before  the 
Anne  and  the  Martha,  preparations  were  making  on  board  one 
of  the  brigs  to  reclaim  this  ill-gotten  treasure,  and  on  board 
the  other  to  retain  it  By  a  species  of  freemasonry  peculiar  to 
their  pursuits,  the  respective  crews  were  aware  of  each  other's 
designs ;  and  when  they  issued  nearly  abreast  out  of  the  pas- 
sage, into  the  inner  bay  of  the  western  roads,  one  passed  to 
the  southward  of  the  island,  and  the  other  to  the  northward ; 
the  Anne  and  Martha  keeping  close  in  their  wakes. 

As  the  two  vessels  cleared  the  island  and  got  into  open 
water,  the  struggle  commenced  in  earnest ;  the  disaffected  brig 
firing  into  the  admiral.  The  broadside  was  returned,  and  the 
two  vesseb  gradually  neared  each  other,  until  the  canopies  of 
smoke  which  accompanied  their  respective  movements  became 
one.  The  combat  now  raged,  and  with  a  savage  warmth,  for 
hours  ;  both  brigs  running  off  tlie  land  under  short  canvas.  At 
length  the  firing  ceased,  and  the  smoke  so  far  cleared  away  as 
to  enable  the  governor  to  take  a  look  at  the  damages  done.  In 
this  respect,  there  was  little  to  choose  ;  each  vessel  having  suf- 
fered, and  seemingly  each  about  as  much  as  the  other.  After 
consuming  an  hour  or  two  in  repairing  damages,  the  combat 
was  renewed ;  when  the  two  colony  craft,  seeing  no  prospects 
of  its  soon  terminating,  and  being  now  several  leagues  to  lee- 
ward of  the  group,  hauled  up  for  the  roads  again.  The  brigs 
continued  their  fight,  always  running  off  before  the  wind,  and 
went  out  of  sight,  canopied  by  smoke,  long  after  the  reports  of 
their  guns  had  become  inaudible.  This  was  the  last  the  gover- 
nor ever  saw  or  heard  of  these  dangerous  enemies. 


i 


Aetbr  this  unlooked-for 
called  the  "  Pirate- War,"  thi 
peace  and  prosperity.    The 
with  great  saccess,  and  idad; 
rich.     Among  these  was  the 
other  means,  soon  foand  him 
than  he  could  profitably  dispo 
his   orders,   no   less  than  one 
invested,  in  his  name,  in  the  1 
friends  in  America  being  em{: 
and,  after  using  a  due  proport 
to  reinvest  the  rcmiunder  to  his 

Nature  did  quite  as  much  as 
the  bounty  of  God,  as  the  im 
however,  to  allow  that  the  colo 
ter.  A  great  change  came  ove 
of  the  "  Pirate- War,"  inducing 
view  of  themselves  and  their  cot 
The  ancient  humility  seemed  k 
place  a  vain-glorious  e3timatf<f>< 
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and  the  orange,  lime,  shaddock,  and  other  similar  plants,  filled 
the  air  with  the  fragrance  of  their  flowers,  or  rendered  it  bright 
with  the  golden  hues  of  their  fruits.  In  short,  every  thing 
adapted  to  the  climate  was  flourishing  in  the  plantations,  and 
plenty  reigned,  even  in  the  humblest  dwelling. 

This  was  a  perilous  condition  for  the  healthful  humility  of 
human  beings.  Two  dangers  beset  them ;  both  colored  and 
magnified  by  a  common  tendency.  One  was  that  of  dropping 
into  luxurious  idleness — ^the  certain  precursor,  in  such  a  climate, 
of  sensual  indulgences ;  and  the  other  was  that  of  **  waxing  fat 
and  kicking.'^  The  tendency  common  to  both  was  to  place 
self  before  God,  and  not  only  to  believe  that  they  merited  all 
they  received,  but  that  they  actually  created  a  good  share  of  it. 

Of  luxurious  idleness,  it  was,  perhaps,  too  soon  to  dread  its 
worst  fruits.  The  men  and  women  retained  too  many  of  their 
early  habits  and  impressions  to  drop  easily  into  such  a  chasm  ; 
on  the  contrary,  they  rather  looked  forward  to  producing  results 
greater  than  any  which  had  yet  attended  their  exertions.  An 
exaggerated  view  of  self,  however,  and  an  almost  total  forget- 
fuluess  of  God,  took  the  place  of  the  colonial  humility  with 
which  they  had  commenced  their  career  in  this  new  region. 
These  feelings  were  greatly  heightened  by  three  agents,  that 
men  ordinarily  suppose  might  have  a  very  different  effect — 
religion,  law,  and  the  press. 

When  the  Rancocus  returned,  a  few  months  after  the  repulse 
of  the  pirates,  she  had  on  board  of  her  some  fifty  emigrants ; 
the  council  still  finding  itself  obliged  to  admit  the  friends  of 
families  already  settled  in  the  colony,  on  due  application.  Un- 
happily, among  these  emigrants  were  a  printer,  a  lawyer,  and 
no  less  than  four  persons  who  might  be  termed  divines.  Of 
the  last,  one  was  a  Presbyterian,  one  a  Methodist,  the  third 
was  a  Baptist,  and  the  fourth  a  Quaker.  Not  long  after  the  arri- 
val of  this  importation,  its  consequences  became  visible.  The 
sectaries  commenced  with  a  thousand  professions  of  brotherly 
love,  and  a  great  parade  of  Christian  charity ;  indeed,  they  pre- 
tended that  thoy  had  emigrated  in  order  to  enjoy  a  higher 
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degree  uf  ri'ligious  liberty  than  was  uow  to  be  found  in  Amer- 
iiiii,  whore  Tiieu  were  divided  into  sects,  tbiakiog  mor«  of  their 
dislinguishiiig  tenets  than  of  the  Being  whom  thoy  professed  to 
si^rvi!.  Forgetting  the  reasons  wliich  brought  ihem  from  home, 
or  cjuite  jiosEibly  canying  out  the  impulses  which  led  them  to 
resist  their  funner  Deigbbots,  thesa  men  set  to  work,  imine- 
iliali'ly.  to  oijlli;i;t  followers  aod  believers  after  their  own  pecu- 
liar utilions.  I'arsoD  Hornblowcr,  who  had  hitherto  occupied 
tht:  ^oLiuU  by  himself  but  who  was  always  a  good  deal  incliueii 
to  what  are  tL'nned  "  distinctive  opinions,"  buckled  on  hit 
armor,  and  took  the  field  in  earnest.  In  order  that  the  she«p 
of  one  flock  shciuld  not  be  miatAken  for  the  sheep  of  another, 
grcitt  care  vu»  taken  to  mark  ca<th  and  nil  with  the  brand  of 
Kci'l.  One  clipped  an  car,  another  smeared  the  wool  (or  drew 
il  oviT  the  eyefi),  and  a  third,  ta  was  the  case  with  Friend 
SiL-]iben  DigliiiiH,  the  Quaker,  put  ou  an  entire  covering,  to 
tliiil  his  sliii'p  might  be  known  by  their  outward  symbols,  fal 
a»  ihoy  (.'ijuld  lie  seen.     In  a  word,  on  those  remote  and  sweet 
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much.  Shortly  after  the  lawyer  made  his  appearaDce,  men  be* 
gan  to  discover  that  they  were  wronged  by  their  neighbors,  ia 
a  hundred  ways  which  they  had  never  before  discovered.  Law, 
which  had  hitherto  been  used  for  the  purposes  of  justice,  and 
of  justice  only,  now  began  to  be  used  for  those  of  speculation 
and  revenge.  A  virtue  was  found  in  it  that  had  never  before 
been  suspected  of  existing  in  the  colony ;  it  being  discovered 
that  men  could  make  not  only  very  comfortable  livings,  but,  in 
some  cases,  get  rich  by  the  law  ;  not  by  its  practice,  but  by  its 
practices.  Now  came  into  existence  an  entire  new  class  of  phil- 
anthropists— men  who  were  ever  ready  to  lend  their  money  to 
such  of  the  needy  as  possessed  property,  taking  judgment 
bonds,  mortgages,  and  other  innocent  securities,  which  were  re- 
ceived because  the  lender  always  (icted  an  a  principle  of  not 
lending  without  them,  or  had  taken  a  vow,  or  made  their  wives 
promises ;  the  end  of  all  being  a  transfer  of  title,  by  which  the 
friendly  assistant  commonly  relieved  his  dupe  of  the  future  care 
of  all  his  property.  The  governor  soon  observed  that  one  of 
these  philanthropists  rarely  extended  his  saving  hand,  that  the 
borrower  did  not  come  out  as  naked  as  the  ear  of  the  corn  that 
has  been  through  the  sheller,  or  nothing  but  cob  ;  and  that, 
too,  in  a  sort  of  a  patent-right  time.  Then  there  were  the  la- 
borers of  the  press  to  add  to  the  influence  of  those  of  religion 
and  the  law.  The  press  took  up  the  cause  of  human  rights,  en- 
deavoring to  transfer  the  power  of  the  state  from  the  public  de- 
partments to  its  own  printing-office,  and  aiming  at  establishing 
all  the  equality  that  can  flourish  when  one  man  has  a  monopoly 
of  the  means  of  making  his  facts  to  suit  himself,  leaving  his 
neighbors  to  get  along  under  such  circumstances  as  they  can. 
B'lt  the  private  advantage  secured  to  himself  by  this  advocate 
of  the  rights  of  all,  was  the  smallest  part  of  the  injury  he  did, 
though  his  own  interests  were  never  lost  sight  of,  and  colored 
all  he  did.  The  people  were  soon  convinced  that  they  had 
hitherto  been  living  under  an  unheard-of  tyranny,  and  were  in- 
voked weekly  to  arouse  in  their  might,  and  be  true  to  them- 
selves and  their  posterity.  In  the  flrst  place,  not  a  tenth  of 
20* 


thi'm  had  evtT  been  consulted  on  the  subject  of  the  instttD- 
linns  :ii  ^ill,  l>tit  hnd  beeu  compelled  to  take  them  as  thev 
fiiuiiJ  ii]t:ni.  Nor  had  the  present  incumbents  of  office  been 
jilrit'i.'il  in  power  by  a  vol*  of  a  mftjority  ;  the  original  colouisla 
liavino;  savi^iL  llioac  who  came  later  to  the  island  all  trouble  in 
till'  preiiii-^i'ti.  Ill  these  facts  was  au  unceoaing  theme  of  dec- 
liiinatioii  and  complaint  to  be  found.  It  waa  surprising  how 
little  ibe  piiopL'  really  knew  of  the  oppression  under  which  they 
l.'ibi iivd,  iiittll  tills  stranger  came  among  them  to  enlighten 
their  umlerslan 'lings.  Nor  w«8  it  leas  wonderful  how  many 
sriiircea  nf  wrong  ho  exposed,  that  no  one  had  ever  dreamed  of 
liitving  All  exi'tonce.  Although  there  wae  not  a  txx  of  any  sort 
Inid  in  tlic  ciiluny,  not  a  shilling  ever  collected  in  the  way  of 
import  duties,  ho  baldly  pronounced  the  citizens  of  the  islands 
tvi  be  ihi'  most  overburdened  people  in  Christendom  !  The  tm- 
;iliivn  iif  iMirrbiiiii  was  nothing  to  it;  and  he  did  not  hesitate  to 
prui-laini  h  giiiord  bankruptcy  as  the  conseijuenco,  unless  some 
lit'  lii-i  own   ex]vdicDta  were   resorted  to,  in   order  to  arrest  the 
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ity  as  publicly  to  talk  of  convcDtious  to  purify  itself,  and  other- 
wise to  do  something  to  regain  its  credit ;  but  such  was  not  the 
fact,  even  in  America,  forty  years  since.  The  theory  of  an  un- 
restrained press  has  fully  developed  itself  within  the  last  quarter 
of  a  century,  so  that  even  the  elderly  ladies,  who  once  said  with 
marvellous  unction :  **  It  must  be  true,  for  it's  in  print,"  are 
now  very  apt  to  say  :  **  Oh!  it's  only  a  newspaper  account T^ 
The  foulest  pool  has  been  furnished  by  a  beneficent  Providence 
with  the  means  of  cleansing  its  own  waters. 

But  the  *'  Crater  Truth-Teller"  could  utter  its  lies,  as  a  priv- 
ileged publication,  at  the  period  of  this  narrative.  Types  still 
had  a  sanctity ;  and  it  is  surprising  how  much  they  deceived, 
and  how  many  were  their  dupes.  The  journal  did  not  even 
take  the  ordinary  pains  to  mystify  its  readers,  and  to  conceal 
its  own  cupidity,  as  are  practised  in  communities  more  advanced 
in  civilization.  We  dare  say  that  journals  are  to  be  found  in 
London  and  Paris  that  take  just  as  great  liberties  with  the  fact 
as  the  "  Crater  Truth-Teller,"  but  they  treat  their  readers  with 
a  little  more  outward  respect,  however  much  they  may  mislead 
them  with  falsehoods.  Your  London  and  Paris  publics  are  not 
to  be  dealt  with  as  if  composed  of  credulous  old  women,  but  re- 
quire something  like  a  plausible  mystification  to  throw  dust  in 
their  eyes.  They  have  a  remarkable  proneness  to  believe  that 
which  they  wish,  it  is  true ;  but  beyond  that  weakness,  some 
limits  are  placed  to  their  fiEiith,  and  appearances  must  be  a  good 
deal  consulted. 

But  at  the  crater  no  such  precaution  seemed  to  be  neces- 
sary. It  is  true  that  the  editor  did  use  the  pronoun  **  we,'* 
in  speaking  of  himself;  but  he  took  all  other  occasions  to 
assert  his  individuality,  and  to  use  his  journal  diligently  in  its 
behalf.  Thus,  whenever  he  got  into  the  law,  his  columns  were 
devoted  to  publicly  maintaining  his  own  side  of  the  question, 
although  such  a  course  was  not  only  opposed  to  every  man's 
sense  of  propriety,  but  was  directly  flying  into  the  teeth  of  the 
laws  of  the  land ;  but  little  did  he  care  for  that.  He  was  a 
public  servant,  and,  of  course,  all  he  did  was  right   To  be  sure. 


we  do  not  hesitate  in  rccom 
crater,  as  among  the  choicea 
Snooks  was  grateful  for  th 
oocoa-nuts.     The  same  grew 
banansB,  the  bread-fruit,  the 
the  aqiuuheB,  &nd  always  wttl 
larder.     Once,  however,  this 
daiy  with  his  use  of  the  impe 
the  vessels  inflicted  penonai 
impertineat  comments  he  Ban 
vessel ;  and,  this  being  matter 
miad,  be  went  into  a  detul  of 
Other  men  may  pull  each  othi 
blows,  without  the  world's  cai 
editorial  interest  is  too  intense  t 
A  bulletin  of  the  battle  was  pal 
bimacif  always  in  the  plural,  oi 
avoid  egotism  (!) — in  three  cok 
self,  using  such  expressions  as 
antttgoaist  a  blow  with  our  fist 
kick  of  <mr  foot,  and  otherwise 
ho  will  hftce  rpw""  *■- 
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of  two  against  one,  and  that  even  the  simple-minded  colonists 
set  down  as  somewhat  cowardly.  So  much  for  talking  about 
toe  in  the  bulletin  of  a  single  combat  I 

The  political  effects  produced  by  this  paper,  however,  were 
much  the  most  material  part  of  its  results.  Whenever  it 
offended  and  disgusted  its  readers  by  its  dishonesty,  selfish- 
ness, vulgarity,  and  lies — and  it  did  this  every  week,  being  a 
hebdomadal — it  recovered  the  ground  it  had  lost  by  beginning 
to  talk  of  *Hhe  people**  and  their  rights.  This  the  colonists 
could  not  withstand.  All  their  sympathies  were  enlisted  in  be- 
half of  him  who  thought  so  much  of  their  rights ;  and,  at  the 
very  moment  he  was  trampling  on  these  rights,  to  advance  his 
own  personal  views,  and  even  treating  them  with  contempt  by 
uttering  the  trash  he  did,  they  imagined  that  he  and  his  paper 
in  particular,  and  its  doctrines  in  general,  were  a  sort  of  gift 
from  Heaven  to  form  the  palladium  of  their  precious  liberties  1 

The  great  theory  advanced  by  this  editorial  tyro  was,  that  a 
ninjority  of  any  community  had  a  right  to  do  as  it  pleased. 
The  governor  early  saw,  not  only  the  fallacies,  but  the  danger 
of  this  doctrine ;  and  he  wrote  several  communications  himself, 
in  order  to  prove  that  it  was  false.  If  true,  he  contended  it 
was  true  altogether ;  and  that  it  must  be  taken,  if  taken  as  an 
axiom  at  all,  with  its  largest  consequences.  Now,  if  a  majority 
has  a  right  to  rule,  in  this  arbitrary  manner,  it  has  a  right  to 
set  its  dogmas  above  the  commandments,  and  to  legalize  theft, 
murder,  adultery,  and  all  the  other  sins  denounced  in  the  twen- 
tieth chapter  of  Exodus.  This  was  a  poser  to  the  demagogue, 
hilt  he  made  an  effort  to  get  rid  of  it,  by  excepting  the  laws  of 
<iod,  which  he  allowed  that  even  majorities  were  bound  to  re- 
s'pect.  Thereupon,  the  governor  replied  that  the  laws  of  God 
u  ere  nothing  but  the  great  principles  which  ought  to  govern 
human  conduct,  and  that  his  concession  was  an  avowal  that 
there  was  a  power  to  which  majorities  should  defer.  Now, 
this  was  just  as  true  of  minorities  as  it  was  of  majorities,  and 
the  amount  of  it  all  was  that  men,  in  establishing  governments, 
merely  set  up  a  standard  of  principles  which  they  pledged 
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majority  was  the  worst  sort  of  ^ 
jured  not  only  endured  the  bui 
cut  off  from  the  sympathy  of 
much  suffering,  by  the  inherent 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  g 
what  the  govcruor  wrote  on  tb 
could  it  prove  with  the  ignora 
more  trust  in  one  honeyed  phrai 
about  the  "  people,"  and  their 
ments  that  reason,  sustained  tV' 
show  tbc  fallacies  and  dangers  ol 
ter  of  course,  the  wiles  of  the 
fruits.    Although  evei^  •"—  " 
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maiden  of  progress.  A  sort  of  **puss-in-tbe-corner"  game  was 
started,  which  was  to  enable  those  who  had  no  places  to  run  into 
the  seats  of  those  who  had.  This  is  a  favorite  pursuit  of  man 
all  over  the  world — in  monarchies,  as  well  as  in  democracies ; 
for,  after  all  that  institutions  can  effect,  there  is  little  change  in 
men  by  putting  on  or  in  taking  off  ermine  and  robes,  or  in 
wearing  "  republican  simplicity,"  in  office  or  out  of  office ;  but 
the  demagogue  is  nothing  but  the  courtier,  pouring  out  his  hom- 
age in  the  gutters,  instead  of  in  an  ante-chamber. 

Nor  did  the  governor  run  into  extremes  in  his  attempts  to 
restrain  the  false  reasoning  and  exaggerations  of  the  demagogue 
and  his  deluded  or  selfish  followers.  Nothing  would  be  easier 
than  to  demonstrate  that  their  notions  of  the  rights  of  numbers 
were  wrong;  to  demonstrate  that  were  their  theories  carried  out 
in  practice,  there  could  be,  and  would  be  nothing  permanent  or 
settled  in  human  affairs ;  yet  not  only  did  each  lustrum,  but 
each  year,  each  month,  each  week,  each  hour,  each  minute  de- 
mand its  reform.  Society  must  be  periodically  reduced  to  its 
element  in  order  to  redress  grievances.  The  governor  did  not 
deny  that  men  had  their  natural  rights,  at  the  very  moment  he 
insisted  that  these  rights  were  just  as  much  a  portion  of  the  mi- 
nority as  of  the  majority.  He  was  perfectly  willing  that  equal 
laws  should  prevail,  as  equal  laws  did  prevail  in  the  colony, 
though  he  was  not  disposed  to  throw  every  thing  into  confusion 
merely  to  satisfy  a  theory.  For  a  long  time,  therefore,  he  op- 
posed the  designs  of  the  new  school,  and  insisted  on  his  vested 
rights,  as  established  in  the  fundamental  law,  which  had  made 
him  ruler  for  lite.  But  **  it  is  hard  to  kick  against  the  pricks.** 
Although  the  claim  of  the  governor  was  in  every  sense  connect- 
ed with  justice,  perfectly  sacred,  it  could  not  resist  the  throes 
of  cupidity,  selfishness,  and  envy.  By  this  time  the  newspaper 
— that  palladium  of  liberty — had  worked  the  minds  of  the  mass- 
es to  a  state  in  which  the  naked  pretension  of  possessing  rights 
that  were  not  common  to  everybody  else  was,  to  the  last  degree, 
**  tolerable  and  not  to  be  endured."  To  such  a  height  did  the 
fever  of  liberty  rise,  that  men  assumed  a  right  to  quarrel  with 


cniiBe  tlipy  took  Jiffcrent  vk' 
predeBtiiiatioii,  and  all  tlie  oth 
was  remarkable,  they  who  had 
aubjectf)  were  the  loadest  in  t. 
the  Rer.  Mr.  Honiblower,  who 
took  a  course  which  hod  a  te'. 
lessening  thU  strife  among  tlie  s 
would  hare  proclumed  loader  tl 
oified ;"  but  he  made  the  capital 
crying,  with  the  mob,  "  the  chi 
constantly  before  the  eyes  and  ei 
population — diasenting  from  hla 
lisbment — the  very  features  thai 
them.     By  "  the  church"  thej  dt 
vine  institution  as  that  recognizee 
but  snrplices,  and  standing  up  and 
reading  prayers  oat  of  a  book,  ai 
observances,  which  were  deemed 
of  the  "scarlet  woman."     It  is  * 
cant  matters  men  can  quarrel,  wb 
haps  religion,  under  these  influei 
with  the  downfall  of  the  rni"—— 
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mental  law.  That  law  contained  a  clause  already  pointing  out 
th3  mode  by  which  amendments  were  to  be  made  in  the  con- 
stitution ;  but  this  mode  required  the  consent  of  the  governor, 
of  the  council,  and  finally,  of  the  people.  It  was  a  slow,  delib- 
erate process,  too,  one  by  which  men  had  time  to  reflect  on 
what  they  were  doing,  and  so  far  protected  vested  rights  as  to 
render  it  certain  that  no  very  great  revolution  could  be  effected 
under  its  shadow.  Now,  the  disaffected  aimed  at  revolution — 
at  carrying  out  completely  the  game  of  **  puss-in-the-comer'* — 
and  it  became  necessary  to  set  up  some  new  principle  by  which 
they  could  circumvent  the  old  fundamental  law. 

This  was  very  easily  accomplished  in  the  actual  state  of  the 
public  mind  ;  it  was  only  to  carry  out  the  doctrine  of  the  sway 
of  the  majority  to  a  practical  result ;  and  this  was  so  cleverly 
done  as  actually  to  put  the  balance  of  power  in  the  hands  of 
the  minority.  There  is  nothing  new  in  this,  however,  as  any 
cool-headed  man  may  see,  in  this  enlightened  republic  of  ou 
own,  daily  examples  in  which  the  majority  principle  works 
purely  for  the  aggrandizement  of  a  minority  clique.  It  makes 
very  little  difference  how  men  are  ruled  ;  they  will  be  cheated  ; 
for,  failing  of  rogues  at  head-quarters  to  perform  that  office  for 
them,  they  are  quite  certain  to  set  to  work  to  devise  some 
means  of  cheating  themselves.  At  the  crater  this  last  trouble 
was  spared  them,  the  opposition  performing  that  office  in  the 
following  ingenious  manner. 

The  whole  colony  was  divided  into  parishes,  which  exercised 
in  themselves  a  few  of  the  minor  functions  of  government.  They 
had  a  limited  legislative  power,  like  the  American  town  meet- 
ings. In  these  parishes,  laws  were  passed,  to  require  the  peo- 
ple to  vote  **yes"  or  "no,"  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  there 
should  or  should  not  be  a  convention  to  amend  the  constitution. 
About  one-fourth  of  the  electors  attended  these  primary  meetings, 
and  of  the  ten  meetings  which  were  held,  in  six  "  yes"  prevailed 
by  average  majorities  of  about  two  votes  in  each  parish.  This 
was  held  to  be  demonstrative  of  the  wishes  of  the  majority  of 
the  people  to  have  a  convention,  though  most  of  those  who  staid 


iiwav  did  so  because  they  believed  the  whole  procedure  not 
ou\\-  ilk'gal,  but  dangerons.  Your  hiiugry  demagogue,  how- 
eviT.  is  nut  to  bo  defeated  by  any  scruples  so  deliciitc.  To 
«i-rk  ihi'SL'  elites  of  the  colony  went,  to  oi^ganizc  an  election  for 
II IV  111  I.  ITS  fit'ilie  coiiTention,  At  this  election  about  a  third  of 
llie  cluctora  appeared,  tbe  candidates  succeeding  by  faandsorae 
iiiiijoritioi,  the  rest  staying  away  because  they  believed  the 
»hulo  procL'i' dings  illegnl.  Thus  fortified  by  the  sacred  priuci- 
l-ili'  lit'  the  !-waj'  of  ruujorities  these  tepresenlatives  of  a  minority 
met  in  i:u>ivi.'nlLuu,  and  formed  an  cutirely  new  fundament*! 
Iiiiv  ;  uiie,  iudci'd,  that  completely  subverted  the  old  one,  not 
iml_\  in  fact,  but  in  theory.  In  order  to  gel  rid  of  the  governor 
to  a  jierfci't  certiiinty,  for  it  was  known  that  he  could  still  coin- 
itiiirid  more  votes  for  the  office  than  auy  other  man  in  tbe 
colony,  one  artitle  provided  that  no  person  should  hold  the 
iiffii'c  cif  gru'cniiir,  either  prospectively  or  perspective ly,  more 
tliJiii  live  yciira  consecntively.  This  placed  Mr,  Mark  Woolston 
(111  tho  >hL'll'  at  the  neit  election.     Two  legislative  bodies  were 


OR,     VULCAN^S     PEAK.  475 

was  opposed  to  republicanism,  and  consequently  ought  not  to 
be  entertained  by  republicans.  This  charming  argument,  which 
renders  religious  faith  secondary  to  human  institutions,  instead 
of  human  institutions  secondary  to  religious  faith,  thus  com- 
pletely putting  the  cart  before  the  horse,  has  survived  that  dis- 
tant revolution,  and  is  already  flourishing  in  more  eastern  climes. 
It  is  as  near  an  approach  to  an  idolatrous  worship  of  self,  as 
human  conceit  has  recently  tolerated. 

As  a  matter  of  course,  elections  followed  the  adoption  of  the 
new  constitution.  Pennock  was  chosen  governor  for  two  years ; 
the  new  lawyer  was  made  judge ;  the  editor,  secretary  of  state 
and  treasurer ;  and  other  similar  changes  were  effected.  All 
the  Woolston  connection  were  completely  laid  on  the  shelfl 
This  was  not  done  so  much  by  the  electors,  with  whom  they 
were  still  popular,  as  by  means  of  the  nominating  committees. 
These  nominating  committees  were  expedients  devised  to  place 
the  power  in  the  hands  of  a  few,  in  a  government  of  the  many. 
The  rule  of  the  majority  is  so  very  sacred  a  thing  that  it  is  found 
necessary  to  regulate  it  by  legerdemain.  No  good  republican 
ever  disputes  the  principle,  while  no  sagacious  one  ever  sub- 
mits to  it.  There  are  various  modes,  however,  of  defeating  all 
** sacred  principles,"  and  this  particular  "sacred  principle" 
among  the  rest.  The  simplest  is  that  of  caucus  nominations. 
The  process  is  a  singular  illustration  of  the  theory  of  a  majority- 
government.  Primary  meetings  are  called,  at  which  no  one  is 
ever  present  but  the  wire-pullers  and  their  puppets.  Here 
very  tierce  conflicts  occur  between  the  wire-pullers  themselves, 
and  these  are  frequently  decided  by  votes  as  close  as  majorities 
of  one,  or  two.  Making  the  whole  calculation,  it  follows  that 
nominations  are  usually  made  by  about  a  tenth^  or  even  a 
twentieth  of  the  body  of  the  electors ;  and  this,  too,  on  the  sup- 
position that  they  who  vote  actually  have  opinions  of  their  own, 
as  usually  they  have  not,  merely  wagging  their  tongues  as  the 
wires  are  pulled.  Now,  these  nominations  are  conclusive,  when 
made  by  the  ruling  party,  since  there  are  no  concerted  means 
of  opposing  them.     A  man  must  have  a  flagrantly  bad  charac- 
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ter  not  to  succeed  under  a  regalar  nominalion,  or  he  mast  be 
too  huiiesl  for  the  body  of  election ;  one  bult  being  quite  u 
likiily  t"  Ji-lViit  Ijiiii  aa  the  other. 

Ill  this  way  n:i.s  a  great  revolntjon  effected  in  the  colony  of 
the  cnitiT.  At  one  time,  the  governor  tbongbt  of  knocking  the 
wliole  thin^  in  tUo  head,  by  the  strong  arm,  a*  he  might  have 
doue,  and  would  liavc  been  perfectly  jnitjficd  in  doing.  The 
Kuniiakits  ncre  now  at  his  comnumd,  and,  in  truth,  a  majority 
of  the  (.'lector:)  were  with  him;  bat  political  jagglcry  held  them 
iu  duruHH.  A  iiiajoritj  of  the  electors  of  the  State  of  New  York 
arc,  at  this  moment,  opposed  to  aniTenal  soSrago,  especially  as 
it  ia  uxeryised  in  the  town  and  rillage  guvenniiijnts,  bnt  moral 
i-ownrdice  liulds  them  in  subjection.  Afraid  of  their  own 
shadows,  each  pi>litician  hesitateB  to  "bell  the  cat,"  What  is 
inuru,  the  f>clect  ari-itocrats  and  monarchists  are  the  least  bold  in 
uctiiig  frankly,  imd  in  saying  openly  what  they  think  ;  leaving 
that  utlice  to  be  diachargod,  as  it  ever  wilt  be.  by  the  men  who 
— true  diiui'crals,  and   not  canting  democrats — willing  to  give 
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he  asgumed  the  fanctions  of  the  execative  with  quite  as  little 
visible  hesitation  as  the  heir-apparent  succeeds  to  his  father's 
crown. 

It  would  be  untrue  to  say  that  Mark  did  not  feel  the  change; 
but  it  is  just  to  add  that  he  felt  more  concern  for  the  future  fate 
of  the  colony,  than  he  did  for  himself  or  his  children.  Nor, 
when  he  came  to  reflect  on  the  matter,  was  he  so  much  sur- 
prised that  he  could  be  supplanted  in  this  way,  under  a  system 
in  which  the  sway  of  the  majority  was  so  much  lauded,  when 
he  did  not  entertain  a  doubt  that  considerably  more  than  half 
of  the  colony  preferred  the  old  system  to  the  new,  and  that  the 
same  proportion  of  the  people  would  rather  see  him  in  the  Col- 
ony House,  than  to  see  John  Pennock  in  his  stead.  But  Mark 
— we  must  call  him  the  governor  no  longer — had  watched  the 
progress  of  events  closely,  and  began  to  comprehend  them. 
He  had  learned  the  great  and  all-important  political  truth,  that 

THE  MORE  A  PEOPLE  ATTEMPT  TO  EXTEND  THEIR  POWER  DI- 
RECTLY OVER  STATE  AFFAIRS,  THE  LESS  THET,  IN  FACT, 
CONTROL  THEM,  AFTER  HAVING  ONCE  PASSED  THE  POINT  OF 
NAMING  LAWGIVERS  AS  THEIR  REPRESENTATIVES  ;  MERELY  BE- 
STOWING ON  A  FEW  ARTFUL  MANAGERS  THE  INFLUENCE  THET 
VAINLY     IMAGINE     TO     HAVE     SECURED    TO     THEMSELVES.       This 

truth  should  be  written  in  letters  of  gold,  at  every  comer 
of  the  streets  and  highways  in  a  republic  ;  for  truth  it  is,  and 
truth  those  who  press  the  foremost  on  another  path  will  the 
soonest  discover  it  to  be.  The  mass  may  select  their  represen- 
tatives, may  know  them,  and  may  in  a  good  measure  so  far  sway 
them  as  to  keep  them  to  their  duties ;  but  when  a  constituency 
assumes  to  enact  the  part  of  executive  and  judiciary,  they  not 
only  get  beyond  their  depth,  but  into  the  mire.  What  can^ 
what  does  the  best  informed  layman,  for  instance,  know  of  the 
qualifications  of  this  or  that  candidate  to  fill  a  seat  on  the 
bench  ?  He  has  to  take  another's  judgment  for  his  guide  ;  and 
a  popular  appointment  of  this  nature  is  merely  transferring  the 
nomination  from  an  enlightened,  and,  what  is  every  thing,  a 
RESPONSIBLE  authority,  to  one  that  is  unavoidably  at  the  mercy 


,  vuiiiuinc  to   reatraiD  tbe 

aristocracy-riiidcn  country  pro 
places  with  the  prince;  of  the 
Erery  thing  human  is  abused  ; 
period  of  tolerable  condition 
new  force  is  gathering  to  ■  hea 
to  break.     Iq  the  maantiiiie,  tb 
live  their  time,  and  die ;  comm 
■otved ;  dyDBsties  appear  and  < 
evil,  and  evil  still  bas  its  day  ; 
slowly  bat  unerringly  toward  tl 
was  designed  from  the  beginnii 
arrive  in  the  end,  as  that  the  soi 
morning.     The  supreme  folly  ol 
perfection  will  come  before  ite  stt 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 

**Thl8  is  thf  lesson,  mighty  sea  I 

Man  calls  the  dimpled  earth  his  own. 
The  flowery  vale,  the  golden  lea ; 

And  on  the  wild  gray  mountain-ston« 
Claims  nature's  temple  for  his  throne ! 

But  where  thy  many  voices  sing 
Their  endless  song,  the  deep,  deep  tone 
Galls  back  his  splrit^s  airy  wing, 
He  shrinks  into  himself;  when  God  is  king  1** 

Luin« 

For  some  months  after  the  change  of  goverament,  Mark 
Woolston  was  occupied  in  attending  to  the  arrangement  of  his 
affairs,  preparatory  to  an  absence  of  some  length.  Bridget  had 
expressed  a  strong  wish  to  visit  America  once  more  ;  and  her  two 
eldest  children  were  now  of  an  age  when  their  education  had 
got  to  be  a  matter  of  some  solicitude.  It  was  the  intention  of 
their  father  to  send  them  to  Pennsylvania  for  that  purpose, 
when  the  proper  time  arrived,  and  to  place  them  under  the  care 
of  his  friends  there,  who  would  gladly  take  the  charge.  Recent 
events  probably  quickened  this  intention,  both  as  to  feeling  and 
time,  for  Mark  was  naturally  much  mortified  at  the  turn  things 
had  taken. 

There  was  an  obvious  falling  off  in  the  affairs  of  the  colony 
from  the  time  it  became  transcendantly  free.  In  religion,  the  sects 
over  had  fair  play,  or  ever  since  the  arrival  of  the  parsons,  and 
that  had  been  running  down,  from  the  moment  it  began  to  run 
into  excesses  and  exaggerations.  As  soon  as  a  man  begins  to 
shout  in  religion,  he  may  be  pretty  sure  that  he  is  **  hallooing 
before  he  is  out  of  the  woods.*'  It  is  true  that  all  our  feelings 
exhibit  themselves,  more  or  less,  in  conformity  to  habits  and 


..-i.jtuivousiieas — the  insepar 

sects — took  tbe  place  of  humil 
that  most  dangerous  condition  i 
agiaes  that  h«  sanctifies  what  lu 
way,  that  is  by  do  means  stnn, 
be  conscioQs  of  their  anwoithii 
colony,  ita  proaperity,  even  in  « 
ground.     The  merchanta,  ta  nsi 
politJcal  stni^lo.     The  intense 
them  oocnpied  with  Uie  pnrsnit  o 
ments  of  the  stni^le,  or  when  tl 
of  Qse ;  and  when  the  mischief  m» 
ita  consequences,  or,  what  to  thsm 
that  the  low  price  of  oil  in  Eun^ 
constitution  at  the  crater,  they 
mercenary  effiirts  to  counteract  th 
and  not  nutnifestiag  any  particoL 
eeriiing  the  manner  in  which  it  wi 
of  the  minority — perhaps  we  ongh 
oddly  enough,  the  minority  now 
by  carrying  ont  fally  the  principle 
— bnt,  as  the  cooler  heads  of  the 
nothinir  niBt'-'-'  - 
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and  her  owner  announced  his  intention  to  go  in  her  to  America, 
the  next  trip,  himself.  His  brothel's,  Heaton,  Anne,  their 
children,  and,  finally.  Captain  Betts,  Friend  Martha,  and  their 
issue,  ally  sooner  or  later,  joined  the  party  ;  a  desire  to  visit  the 
low  shores  of  the  Delaware  once  more,  uniting  with  the  mortifi- 
cation of  the  recent  changes,  to  induce  them  all  to  wish  to  see 
the  land  of  their  fathers  before  they  died.  All  the  oil  in  the 
colony  was  purchased  by  Woolston,  at  rather  favorable  prices, 
the  last  quotations  from  abroad  being  low  :  the  ex-governor  dis- 
posed of  most  of  his  movables,  in  order  to  efifect  so  large  an 
operation.  He  also  procured  a  glorious  collection  of  shells,  and 
aome  other  light  articles  of  the  sort,  filling  the  ship  as  full  as  she 
could  be  stowed.  It  was  then  that  the  necessity  of  having  a 
second  vessel  became  apparent,  and  Betts  determined  to  with- 
draw his  brig  from  the  fishery,  and  to  go  to  America  in  her. 
The  whales  had  been  driven  ofi*  the  original  fishing-ground,  and 
the  pursuit  was  no  longer  as  profitable  as  it  had  been,  three  fish 
having  been  taken  formerly  to  one  now — a  circumstance  the 
hierarchy  of  the  crater  did  not  fail  to  ascribe  to  the  changes  in 
the  constitution,  while  the  journal  attributed  it  to  certain  aristo- 
cratical  tendencies  which,  as  that  paper  averred,  had  crept  into 
the  management  of  the  business. 

The  vessels  were  loaded,  the  passengers  disposing  of  as  many 
of  their  movables  as  they  could,  and  to  good  advantage,  in* 
tending  to  lay  in  fresh  supplies  in  Philadelphia,  and  using  the 
funds  thus  obtained  to  procure  a  freight  for  the  brig.  At  the 
end  of  a  month,  both  vessels  were  ready  ;  the  different  dwell- 
ings were  transferred  to  new  occupants,  some  by  lease  and 
others  by  sales,  and  all  those  who  contemplated  a  voyage  to 
America  were  assembled  at  the  crater.  Previously  to  taking 
leave  of  a  place  that  had  become  endeared  to  him  by  so  many 
associations  and  interests,  Mr.  Woolston  determined  to  take 
the  Anne,  hiring  her  of  the  government  for  that  purpose- 
Governor  Pennock  condescendingly  deciding  that  the  public 
interests  would  not  suffer  by  the  arrangement — and  going  in 
her  once  more  through  the  colony,  on  a  tour  of  private,  if  not 
21 


^am  ucing  shot,  the  iiifaabitai 
contending  with  them  for  the 
were  cattle,  also,  on  this  blant 
cows  ^rii^  milk,  and  the  oxen 
were  the  deacendanta  of  the 
acroeai,  lest  than  twelve  yean  be 
arithmetical  propoHloD,  can  ha 
any.     They  now  exceeded  a  hut 
cowa ;  and  the  ielaiiden  occaaion 
heeC     As  cows  hod  been  broogb 
•el  that  arriTed,  they  were  no^ 
Mark  Woolston  himself  dtspoaiiif 
broke  up  his  fiuming  establuhn 
Hiere  were  horeea,  too,  thoogh 
there  were  cowa  and  oson,     Boi 
Toadaten  were  very  little  needed 
on  account  of  the  great  steadineaB 
everybody  understood  the  last;  t 
the  group  were  worked  throng  w 
woald  have  been  the  case  with  so 
lesa,  horses  were  to  be  fonnd  in 
hnabandmen  preferred  them  to  t 
their  li«"l" 
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had  little  more  to  accuse  themselves  of  than  a  compliant  sub- 
mission to  the  wrong-doing  of  others,  in-political  matters  every- 
where the  most  numerous  class  of  all,  received  their  visitors 
well  enough,  and  in  many  instances  they  treated  their  guests 
with  delicacy  and  distinction.  On  the  whole,  however,  the  late 
governor  derived  but  little  pleasure  from  the  intercourse,  so 
much  mouthing  imbecility  being  blended  with  the  expressions 
of  regret  and  sympathy,  as  to  cause  him  to  mourn  over  the 
compliance  of  his  fellow-creatures,  more  than  to  rejoice  at  their 
testimony  in  his  own  favor. 

But,  notwithstanding  all  these  errors  of  man,  nature  and  time 
had  done  their  work  magnificently  since  the  last  '*  progress** 
of  Woolston  among  the  islands.  The  channels  were  in  nearly 
every  instance  lined  with  trees,  and  the  husbandry  had  assumed 
the  aspect  of  an  advanced  civilization.  Hedges,  beautiful  in 
their  luxuriance  and  flowers,  divided  the  fields  ;  and  the 
buildings  which  contribute  to  the  comforts  of  a  population, 
were  to  be  found  on  every  side.  The  broad  plains  of  soft  mud, 
by  the  aid  of  the  sun,  the  rains,  the  guano,  and  the  plough, 
had  now  been  some  years  converted  into  meadows  and  arable 
lands ;  and  th(»8e  which  still  lay  remote  from  the  peopled  parts 
of  the  group,  still  nine-tenths  of  its  surface,  were  fast  getting 
the  character  of  rich  pastures,  where  cattle,  and  horses,  and  hogs 
were  allowed  to  roam  at  pleasure.  As  the  cock  crowed  from 
the  midst  of  his  attendant  party  of  hens  and  chickens,  the  ex- 
governor  in  passing  would  smile  sadly,  his  thoughts  reverting  to 
the  time  when  its  predecessor  raised  its  shrill  notes  on  the 
naked  rocks  of  the  reef! 

That  reef  itself  had  undergone  more  changes  than  any  other 
spot  in  the  colony,  as  the  peak  had  undergone  fewer.  The 
town  by  this  time  contained  more  than  two  hundred  buildings, 
of  one  sort  and  another,  and  the  population  exceeded  five  hun- 
dred souls.  This  was  a  small  population  for  so  many  tene- 
ments ;  but  the  children,  as  yet,  did  not  bear  a  just  proportion 
to  the  adults.  The  crater  was  the  subject  of  what  to  Mark 
Woolston  was  a  most  painfrd  law-suit      From  the  first,  he  had 


■*S.t  THK    crat.r: 

rlntiTiCiJ  that  spot  as  hia  private  property  ;  thoagli  he  bad  cod- 
L'l'iltil  its  use  to  the  public,  under  &  lease,  since  it  was  ho  well 
»iiiipt(.'J,  by  natural  formation,  to  be  a  place  of  refuge  when  in- 
Vik-.loiis  were  apprehended.  Bat  the  crater  he  bad  found  barren, 
and  liad  rendered  fertile;  the  crater  had  even  seemed  to  bimto 
\h.'  uii  especial  ^ft  of  Providence  bestowed  on  tiim  in  hia  ini*- 
I'vy  ;  and  the  crater  was  bia  by  possession,  as  well  as  by  other 
rifjlit^,  when  he  received  strangers  into  his  association.  None 
of  tlie  older  inhabitants  denied  this  claim.  It  is  the  laat-eomcrs 
«'!ii)  lire  ever  the  most  anxions  to  dispnte  ancient  rights.  As 
llit'V  can  pos.<M!S4  none  cf  these  established  privileges  themaelvoa, 
tlii-'v  dislike  that  others  should  enjoy  theui ;  and  association 
places  no  restraints  on  their  cupidity.  Pennuck,  once  in  the 
Lands  of  "  the  [>coplo,"  was  obhged  to  maintain  their  rights, 
or  nhat  sonic  among  them  chose  to  call  their  rights,  and  he 
milhorizcd  the  altorney-gcneral  to  bring  nn  action  of  ejectment 
against  tlic  party  in  possession.  Some  pretty  hard-faced  trick- 
ery was  attempted  la  the  way  of  legislation,  in  order  to  help 
of  the  pnblic  ;  for,  if  the  truth  must  t 
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^as  submitted  to  the  jury,  Mr.  Attomey-Oeueral  had  a  great 
deal  to  say  about  aristocracy  and  privileged  orders,  as  well  as 
about  the  sacred  rights  of  the  people.  To  hear  him,  one  might 
have  imagined  that  the  Woolstons  were  princes,  in  the  full 
possession  of  their  hereditary  states,  and  who  were  dangerous 
to  the  liberties  of  the  mass,  instead  of  being  what  they  really 
were— citizens,  without  one  right  more  than  the  meanest  man  in 
the  colony,  and  with  even  fewer  chances  of  maintaining  their 
share  of  these  common  rights,  in  consequence  of  the  prejudice, 
and  jealousy,  and,  most  of  all,  the  envy  of  the  majority. 
Woolston  argued  his  own  cause,  making  a  clear,  forcible,  and 
manly  appeal  to  the  justice  and  good  sense  of  the  jury,  in  vin- 
dication of  his  claims ;  which,  on  every  legal  as  well  as  equit- 
able principle,  was,  out  of  all  question,  such  as  every  civilized 
community  should  have  maintained.  But  the  great  and  mos( 
powerful  foe  of  justice,  in  cases  of  this  sort,  is  slanci  ;  and  slanci 
in  this  instance  came  very  near  being  too  much  for  law.  The 
jury  were  divided,  ten  going  for  the  "  people,"  and  two  for  the 
right ;  one  of  the  last  being  Bigelow,  who  was  a  fearless,  inde- 
pendent fellow,  and  cared  no  more  for  the  bug-bear  called 
the  **  people,"  by  the  slang-whangers  of  politics,  than  he  did  for 
the  emperor  of  Japan. 

The  day  after  this  fruitless  trial,  which  left  Mark's  claim  in 
abeyance  until  the  next  court,  a  period  of  six  months,  the  in- 
tended travellers  repaired  on  board  ship,  and  the  brig,  with 
her  party,  went  to  sea,  under  her  owner.  Captain  Betts,  who 
had  provided  himself  with  a  good  navigator  in  the  person  of 
his  mate.  The  Rancocus,  however,  crossed  over  to  the  peak, 
and  the  passengers  all  ascended  to  the  plain,  to  take  leave  of 
that  earthly  paradise.  Nature  had  done  so  much  for  this  place, 
that  it  had  been  the  settled  policy  of  Mark  Woolston  to  suffer 
its  native  charms  to  be  marred  as  little  as  possible.  But  the 
peak  had  ever  been  deemed  a  sort  of  West-End  of  the  colony  ; 
and,  though  the  distribution  of  it  had  been  made  very  fairly, 
those  who  parted  with  their  shares  receiving  very  ample  com- 
pensations for  them,  a  certain  distinction  became  attached  to 


ilii^  rcaidL'Uco  uii  llic  peak.  Some  fancied  it  van  on  acconat  of 
ilH  I'limntu;  somio,  because  it  was  a  mou&Iain,  aod  wan  more 
rai'iod  ii[i  in  l.lie  world  than  the  low  istnuds  near  it ;  aomc,  bc- 
r'rni^c  it  had  most  edible  birda  and  the  best  figs;  but  none  of 
Ihiise  who  now  coveted  residences  there  for  their  families,  or 
llu'  iiaiiiL'  of  rpaidenccB  there,  would  allow,  eveD  to  themselves, 
what  was  tlic  simple  fact,  that  the  place  received  its  highest  di»- 
tiiioliiin  «a  account  of  the  more  distinguished  individuals  nho 
iltvi'lt  i>n  it.  At  first,  the  name  was  given  to  several  seltlc- 
lui'iit-i  iij  the  group,  just  as  the  Manhattan cse  have  their  Eu&t 
iiiu\  Wc-it  Broadway  ;  and,  just  for  the  verj  same  reasons  thai 
li.ivi'  iiiiulc  them  so  rich  in  Broadways,  they  will  have,  ere  long, 
flr-t-Firtli,  siTAinJ-Fifth,  and  third-Fifth  Avenue,  unless  common 
pi:ii-.r  liOf,'itis  to  resume  its  almost  forgotten  sway  among  the 
;iI<l(.Tmi^n.  But  this  demonstration  in  the  way  of  names  did 
imt  .=;Hi-fj-  the  minor-mHJority,  after  they  got  into  the  asccnd- 
:mt ;  him!  a  luw  was  passed  authorizing  a  new  survey,  and  a  new 
!-iiii'iivi>ion  of  tho  public  lands  on  the  peali,  among  the  citizens 
I'olouv.     On  some  pretence  of  justice,  tlia 
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heavy  hearts.  The  Rancocus  was  waiting  for  them  under  the 
lee  of  the  island,  and  everybody  was  soon  on  board  her.  The 
sails  were  filled,  and  the  ship  passed  out  from  among  the  islands 
by  steering  south,  and  hauling  up  between  the  peak  and  the 
volcano.  The  latter  now  seemed  to  be  totally  extinct.  No 
more  smoke  arose  from  it,  or  had,  indeed,  risen  from  it  for  a 
twelvemonth.  It  was  aii  island,  and  in  time  it  might  become 
habitable,  like  the  others  near  it. 

Off  Cape  Horn  the  Rancocus  spoke  the  Dragon ;  Captain 
Betts  and  his  passengers  being  all  well.  The  two  vessels  saw 
no  more  of  each  other  until  the  ship  was  coming  out  of  the  Bay 
of  Rio,  as  the  brig  was  going  in.  Notwithstanding  this  advan- 
tage, and  the  general  superiority  of  the  sailing  of  the  Rancocus, 
such  was  the  nature  of  the  winds  that  the  last  encountered,  that 
when  she  passed  Cape  May  lights  the  brig  was  actually  in  the 
bay,  and  ahead  of  her.  This  circumstance,  however,  afforded 
pleasure  rather  than  any  thing  else,  and  the  two  vessels  landed 
their  passengers  on  the  wharves  of  Philadelphia  within  an  hour 
of  each  other. 

Great  was  the  commotion  in  the  little  town  of  Bristol  at  the 
return  of  all  the  Woolstons,  who  had  gone  off,  no  one  knew 
exactly  whither;  some  saying  to  New  Holland,  others  to 
China,  and  a  few  eveu  to  Japan.  The  excitement  extended 
across  the  river  to  the  little  city  of  Burlington,  and  there  was 
danger  of  the  whole  history  of  the  colony's  getting  into  the 
newspapers.  The  colonists,  however,  were  still  discreet,  and  in 
a  week  something  else  occurred  to  draw  the  attention  of  tho 
multitude,  and  the  unexpected  visit  was  soon  regarded  like  any 
other  visit. 

Glad  enough,  notwithstanding,  were  the  near  relatives  of 
Bridget  and  Anne,  in  particular,  to  see  those  two  fine  young 
women  again.  Neither  appeared  much  more  than  a  twelve- 
month older  than  when  she  went  away.  This  was  owing  to  the 
delicious,  yet  not  enervating  climate  in  which  both  had  lived. 
They  were  mothers,  and  a  little  more  matronly  in  appearance, 
but  none  the  less  lovely  ;  their  children,  like  themselveSy  were 


(ibjccts  of  groat  interest  in  their  respective  families,  and  bappr, 
iiiiii'e<),  ncri.'  tlic  households  which  received  them.  It  ia  no 
iif;jrce  IcsiL-ni'd  llic  satisfaction  of  ony  of  the  parties,  that  the 
ti^ivL'llcrs  had  u\[  returned  much  better  off  in  their  circumslaoces 
ilijin  when  they  went  away.  Even  the  two  younger  Wooistons 
MCL'i?  now  coTiifortable,  and  early  annouoceil  an  intention  not  to 
fL'tiirn  to  tlic  islands.  As  for  tho  cx-govemor,  he  might  be 
Kiid  to  be  rii'h  ;  but  bis  heart  was  still  in  the  colony,  over  the 
Hfaknessos  of  which  bis  spirit  yearned,  as  tho  indulgent  parent 
feels  for  the  failings  of  a  b.icksliding  child.  Nevertheless,  Brid- 
get waa  pprsu.iili^d  to  remain  with  her  father  a  twelvcinoDth 
loii;>[er  llian  Iiit  husband,  for  the  health  of  the  old  gentleman 
had  bei^ome  iutirm,  and  he  could  not  bear  to  piirt  with  his  only 
chiid  so  suon  nj^.-iin,  after  eiie  had  once  been  restored  to  hit 
arms.  It  uas,  therefore,  decided  that  Mr.  Mark  Woolston 
should  fill  the  Kancocua  with  such  arlitlcs  as  were  deemed  the 
inii^it  useful  to  the  colony,  and  go  back  in  that  vessel,  leaving 
his  wife  and  children  at  Bristol,  with  the  niidorntanding  he 
"■nil'l  ri'Iiirii  ami  sock  thcin  the  succeeding  s 
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board  her  but  Mark  Woolston  and  Bctts,  with  the  exception  of 
her  proper  crew.  Her  cargo  was  of  no  great  intrinsic  value, 
though  it  consisted  in  articles  much  used,  and  consequently  in 
great  demand,  in  the  colony.  As  the  vessel  had  lain  some 
months  at  Philadelphia,  where  she  had  been  thoroughly  re- 
paired and  new-coppered,  she  sailed  well,  and  made  an  excel- 
lent run  to  Rio,  nor  was  her  passage  bad  as  far  as  the  straits  of 
La  Maire.  Here  she  encountered  westerly  gales,  and  the  cape 
may  be  said  to  have  been  doubled  in  a  tempest.  After  beating 
about  for  six  weeks  in  that  stormy  ocean,  the  ship  finally  got 
into  the  Pacific,  and  went  into  Valparaiso.  Here  Mark  Wool- 
ston  received  very  favorable  offers  for  most  of  his  cargo,  but 
still  feeling  desirous  to  serve  his  colony,  he  refused  them  all, 
setting  sail  for  the  islands  as  soon  as  he  had  made  a  few  repairs, 
and  had  a  little  refreshed  his  crew. 

The  passages  between  Valparaiso  and  the  crater  had  usually 
consumed  about  five  weeks,  though  somewhat  dependent  on  the 
state  of  the  trades.  On  this  occasion  the  run  was  rather  long, 
it  having  been  attempted  to  find  a  new  course.  Formerly,  the 
vessels  had  fallen  in  with  the  crater  between  Betto*s  group  and 
the  reef,  which  was  bringing  them  somewhat  to  leeward,  and 
Mr.  Woolston  now  thought  he  would  try  a  more  southern  route, 
and  see  if  he  could  not  make  the  peak,  which  would  not  only 
bring  him  to  windward,  but  which  place  was  certainly  giving 
him  a  more  striking  object  to  fall  in  with  than  the  lower  isl- 
ands of  the  group. 

It  was  on  the  morning  of  one  of  the  most  brilliant  days  of 
those  seas,  that  Captain  Saunders  met  the  ex-governor  on  the 
quarter-deck,  as  the  latter  appeared  there  for  the  first  time  since 
quitting  his  berth,  and  announced  that  he  had  just  sent  look-outs 
aloft  to  have  a  search  for  the  land.  By  his  reckoning  they 
must  be  within  twelve  leagues  of  the  peak,  and  he  was  rather 
surprised  that  it  was  not  yet  visible  from  the  deck.  Make  it 
they  must  very  shortly  ;  for  he  was  quite  certain  of  his  latitude, 
and  did  not  believe  that  he  could  be  much  out  of  the  way  as 
respected  his  longitude.  The  cros»-trees  were  next  hailed,  and 
21* 


tbc  inquiry  was  m»de  if  the  peak  could  not  be  seen  ahead. 
The  uiiawcr  was  that  no  land  was  in  ft'ight,  in  any  part  of  the 

For  several  hours  the  ship  ran  down  before  the  wind,  and  the 
Mvme  rixtraordinary  vacancy  existed  on  the  waters!  At  length 
:in  island  wns  seen,  and  the  news  was  sent  down  on  decL  To- 
ward that  island  the  ship  steered,  and  about  two  in  the  aftei^ 
t.oon  she  came  up  close  under  its  lee,  and  hacked  her  top-saiL 
Tills  island  viii-i  a  stranger  to  all  on  board  !  The  nsFigalor? 
were  confident  they  mnst  be  within  a  few  leagues  of  the  peak',  as 
HL'II  as  of  the  volcano ;  yet  nothing  could  be  mcu  of  either, 
M  bile  here  was  an  unknown  island  in  their  places !  This  strange 
liiufl  was  of  very  small  dimensions,  rising  out  of  Ihc  sea  about 
three  hundred  feet  Its  extent  waa  no  great  matter — half  a 
njilc  ill  diameter,  perhaps — and  its  form  nearly  circniar.  A 
boat  was  lowered,  and  a  party  pulled  toward  it. 

As  Mr.  WiKiIston  approached  this  as  yet  strange  spot,  some- 
tbiii^  in  its  outlines  recurred  to  bis  memori'.     The  boat  n 

illLle  further  north,  and  he  beheld  a  si>litarY  tree.     Then  a 
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of  yeai-s  had  vanished  in  a  moment.  The  crust  of  the  earth  had 
again  been  broken  ;  and  this  time  it  was  to  destroy,  instead  of 
to  create.  The  lead  gave  fearful  confirmation  of  the  nature  of 
the  disaster — ^the  soundings  answering  accurately  to  the  known 
formation  of  the  land  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  peak.  Bat 
in  the  peak  itself  it  was  not  possible  to  bo  mistaken :  there  it 
was  in  its  familiar  outline,  just  as  it  had  stood  in  its  more  eleva- 
ted position,  when  it  crowned  its  charming  mountain,  and  over- 
looked the  whole  of  that  enchanting  plain  which  had  bo  lately 
stretched  beneath.  It  might  be  said  to  resemble,  in  this  re- 
spect, that  sublime  rock,  which  is  recognized  as  a  part  of  the 
*''  everlasting  hills,'*  in  Cole's  series  of  noble  landscapes  that  is 
called  "The  March  of  Empire;"  ever  the  same  amid  the 
changes  of  time,  and  civilization,  and  decay.  There  it  was  the 
apex  of  the  peak,  naked,  storm-beaten,  and  familiar  to  the  eye, 
though  surrounded  no  longer  by  the  many  delightful  objects 
which  had  once  been  seen  in  its  neighborhood. 

Saddened  and  chastened  in  spirit  by  these  proofs  of  what  had 
befallen  the  colony,  the  party  returned  to  the  ship.  That  night 
they  remained  near  the  little  islet ;  next  day  they  edged  away 
in  the  direction  of  the  place  where  the  volcano  had  formerly 
risen  up  out  of  the  waves.  After  running  the  proper  distance, 
the  ship  was  hove-to,  and  her  people  sounded ;  two  hundred 
fathoms  of  line  were  out,  bat  no  bottom  was  found.  Then  the 
Rancocus  bore  up  for  the  island  which  had  borne  her  own  name. 
The  spot  was  ascertained,  but  the  mountain  had  also  sunk  into 
the  ocean.  In  one  place  soundings  were  had  in  ten  fathoms 
water,  and  here  the  vessel  was  anchored.  Next  day,  when  the 
ship  was  ao^ain  got  under  way,  the  anchor  brought  up  with  it  a 
portion  of  the  skeleton  of  a  goat.  It  had  doubtless  fallen  upon 
the  remains  of  such  an  animal,  and  hooking  it  with  its  flukes, 
thus  unexpectedly  brought  once  more  to  the  light  of  day,  the 
remains  of  a  creature  that  may  have  been  on  the  very  summit 
of  the  island  when  the  earthquake  in  which  it  was  swallowed 
occurred. 

The  Rancocus  next  shaped  her  coarse  in  the  direction  of  tilie 
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grnvip.  SoiiniJings  wore  struck  near  the  western  roads,  anJ  it 
was  ensj  enough  to  cany  tlte  vessel  toward  what  had  formerly 
been  tile  eeinrc  of  those  pleasant  isles.  The  lead  wa»  kept 
going,  and  a  good  look-out  was  bad  for  shoals ;  for  by  this 
time,  Air.  Woolstou  Wfts  satisfied  tJtat  tbo  ^ateat  changes  had 
occurred  at  thu  southward,  as  in  tbc  former  eoovukion,  the 
group  liBvitig  $uuk  but  h  trifle  compared  with  the  pcalc ;  never- 
theless, every  person,  as  well  as  thing,  would  seem  to  have  been 
engulfed.  Toward  evening,  however,  as  the  ship  was  feeling 
her  way  to  windward  with  great  caution,  and  when  the  ex- 
governor  believed  himself  to  bo  at  no  great  distance  from  the 
eeiitro  of  the  group,  the  look-onta  proclaimed  nhoal  water,  and 
even  hiiihII  breakers,  about  half  a  tnile  on  their  Inrboard  beam. 
Till!  vessel  WHS  liovc-to,  and  a  boat  went  to  examine  tlie  place, 
Wonlston  and  his  friend  Betts  going  in  her. 

The  slioiil  was  made  by  the  summit  of  the  crater ;  breakere 
iippeiiring  in  one  or  two  places  where  the  hill  had  been  highest. 
The  boat  met  with  no  difficulty,  however,  in  passing  over  the 
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and  most  of  the  Kannakas  had  come  away  sood  after  the 
Woolstons  had  left ;  the  especial  friends  of  humanity,  and  the 
almost  exclusive  lovers  of  the  "  people"  having  begun  to  op- 
press them  by  exacting  more  work  than  was  usual,  and  for- 
getting to  pay  for  it  These  men  could  say  but  little  about  the 
condition  of  the  colony  beyond  this  fact.  Not  only  they,  but 
all  in  the  group,  however,  could  render  some  account  of  the 
awful  earthquake  of  the  last  season,  which,  by  their  descriptiona, 
greatly  exceeded  in  violence  any  thing  formerly  known  in  those 
regions.  It  was  in  that  earthquake,  doubtless,  that  the  colony 
of  the  crater  perished  to  a  man. 

Leaving  handsome  and  useful  presents  with  his  friend,  young 
Ooroony,  and  putting  ashore  two  or  three  Kannakas  who  were 
in  the  vessel,  Woolston  now  sailed  for  Valparaiso.  Here  he 
disposed  of  his  cargo  to  great  advantage,  and  purchased  copper 
in  pigs  at  almost  as  great  With  this  new  cargo  he  reached 
Philadelphia,  after  an  absence  of  rather  more  than  nine  months. 

Of  the  colony  of  the  crater  and  its  fortunes,  little  was  ever 
said  among  its  survivors.  It  came  into  existence  in  a  manner 
that  was  most  extraordinary,  and  went  out  of  it  in  one  that  was 
awful.  Mark  and  Bridget,  however,  pondered  deeply  on  these 
things ;  the  influence  of  which  colored  and  chastened  their 
future  lives.  The  husband  often  went  over,  in  his  mind,  all  the 
events  connected  with  his  knowledge  of  the  reef.  He  would 
thus  recall  his  shipwreck,  and  desolate  condition  when  suffered 
first  to  reach  the  rocks ;  the  manner  in  which  he  was  the  instru- 
ment in  causing  vegetation  to  spring  up  in  the  barren  places ; 
the  earthquake,  and  the  upheaving  of  the  islands  from  out  of 
the  waters ;  the  arrival  of  his  wife  and  other  friends ;  the  com- 
mencement and  progress  of  the  colony ;  its  blessings,  so  long 
as  it  pursued  the  right,  and  its  curses,  when  it  began  to  pursue 
the  wrong ;  hb  departure,  leaving  it  still  a  settlement  surround- 
ed with  a  sort  of  earthly  paradise ;  and  his  return,  to  find  all 
buried  beneath  the  ocean.  Of  such  is  the  world  and  its  muc'i- 
coveted  advantages.  For  a  time  our  eflforts  seem  to  create,  and 
to  adorn,  and  to  perfect,  until  we  forget  our  origin  and  destina- 
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it  the  goodnc 


its  own  wise  ends ;  their  boa 
climates  aod  productioos,  hi 
small  portions  of  a  globe  that 
the  conree  pointed  oat  by  a 
one  day  be  suddenly  struck  ot 
put  there  by  the  hand  that  i 
then,  be  never  made  to  act  a  t 
the  rebellions  vanity  of  our  n< 
or  capacity,  or  succsm,  or  powi 
■hort-lived  gift  of  Uis  benefic 
purposes  are  accomplished. 
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